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Important American Pewter Pieces 
By Charles Simms 

T HE craft of An~rican pewterers at its best is shown in some 
new acquisitions to the American wing of the Metro­
politan M useum. The pieces are not numerous; they 

consist of but four examples-a hot plate or warming dish, a 
box with cover, a simple dish ,and a marrow spoon-yet they 
attract unusual attention because they are "first rarities." Henry 
'Vill of New York and Albany made the hot plate, one of those 
ingenious utensils that were devised to keep food or liquids 
warm on the table. We know of other warming dishes in 
pewter but most of them, 
iike the similar dishes in 
pot-celain, silver and cop­
per, were imported from 
Europe or the Orient. 
Comparatively few of 
American make have been 
hahded down to us. That 
only two more hot plates 
by Henry ' ,Vill have come 
to life is an indication of 
the rarity of this piece. 

Henry was the brother 
of Colonel William Will, 
of Philadelphia. The fam­
ily had come from Nieu­
wied on the lower Rhine 
in 1752 when Henry was 
ten years old. William, of -Metropolitan Muse",,, of Art 

by J oseph Leddcll (New York, 1690 to I i 54), is one of the 
oldest known examples of American pewter and in its round 
form is unique. 1t proably was used for wax seals or other 
valuables. Even though we cannot be sure whether this box 
was fashioned by Leddell Sr. or Jr. (to whom the elder left all 
his moulds and working· tools), it nevertheless is one of the two 
known examples of the Leddell's work, the other being a deep 
plate, with a particularly handsome mark, which mav have 
served as a baptismal bowl. Leddell Sr. was born before 1690, 

probably in Hampshire, 
England. He married in 
1711 and became freeman 
in 1716. His shop until 
1744 was at "The Sign of 
the Platter·' in Dock 
Street; later he mm'ed to 
Wall Street. 

The third example, a 
pewter dish showing a de­
parture from the tradi­
tional English form, in 
that it has no rim, bears 
the mark of Thomas Dan­
forth Ill, oldest son of 
Thomas Danforth the 
~econd. M iddietown, 
Conn., was the birthplace 
of Thomas Danforth Ill. 

COurse, is the more famous Treasures of the Craft He was born in 1756. He 
married at the early age 
of 19 and opened a shop 
in Rocky Hill, near 
"Vethersfield, Conn., be­
tween Hartford and Mid-

of the two brothers: he it 
was who organized the 
company in 1776 in which 
Charles W'illson Peale, the 
painter, was lieutenant, 
and he also commanded 

American pewter !'Q1'ities, left to !'ighl: 1I1tl1TOlV S/JOOI1, a Illliqlle j)iece, probably froln 
the I8th celltury; hot plate lJIade /'y Henry fIIill; 1I circular box with cover, unique 
in this fonn, by Jose/)h Leddell, Sr. or Jr" alld a dish bem-ing the early 19/h cell/,ury 

Philadelphia lJIark of Thomas Danforth, Ill. 

in 1780 the third regiment on foot. Henry Will became free­
man of the City of New York in 1765 and, moving to Albany 
in 1776, received a commission as a lieutenant in the 10th 
Albany Militia . Subsequently he returned to New York where 
he bought property at 3 Water Street and advertised his wares 
in 1786. He was assistant alderman of the East "Vard; was 
elected to the Assembly in 1789 and thereafter re-elected until 
1797, with the exception of 1795. Both brothers made pewter 
of line qualiy. They are conspicuous examples of an immi­
grant family who made good in their new country, serving as , 
dutiful, civic-minded citizens and supporting themselves as 
masters of their craft. 

A second piece of pewter in this group, a box with cover, 

dletown. It seems that he 
did a thriving business because in 1807 he opened a second 
shop in Philadelphia. It was between 1807 and 1813 that he 
made the present dish for he returned to Rocky Hill in 1813 
and the piece bears his Philadelphia mark. He retired around 
1840 and at the ripe age of 77 ventured the strenuous trip to 

Richmond to visit Joseph Danforth, Jr. 
The last piece, a marrow spoon, is quite a disco\'ery because 

we know of no other example of a pewter marrow spoon. In 
form it follows closely the regular functional shape of a mar­
row spoon made of silver. The fact that it is a pewter piece 
points to American origin. It probably was made at the time 
when this country was not yet the fabulously wealthy United 
States, the land of unlimited possibilities. 


