


/ 
,.. .-A~ro\vn-Handled Porringers 
~~,J~~ By Percv E . Ra, mond 

I~~ . , 
~. ~'e{l e/(,,-\ , Pnl'i e, Col/ee/o" Club of Am cI/CfI 

P £\\ TERERS are cOl11l11onh acc llsed of 
.. , ' -: ~- ~~':1- ha\'ing been COP) ·cat;, follo\l"ing :',' ';>~~ where sih'ersmiths led . But once ill 

r ;::~'~;~ :}!~ a while a pewterer had an idea of his 
- • M own. One innovation seems to haye pro-

, >~~,'c,·,·,~:·~,,_"'.~,~_~.r,~,:.,JI ~~:~:\ iiI~~~;~;~=!e ~~~:~:-:~~~~~~'I~~:~!l: 
.:-. 

-J¥ad"<.L'orth AthellaeJW IJ Hart/ord, Conu, 

.. ,>~~ Pwbablv someone down Bristol wav in 
" 7:"'~'.i'; ,i ' England, for no specimen has been 

::.,.;r.J~ found with the touch of a London maker. 
! Xaturally the great men of the craft 

\\"Quld not copy anything made in the 
"pro\'inces," and it is equally unlikely 
that a sih'ersmith would stoop so loll' 
as to accept a design popular in the nil­
gar metal. I . Th e back of th e ullique Joseph Beldier par­

"illger, th e frollt of tl.'hi:ch was figured by Charles .. -\s will be seen by the illustrations, 
these porringers are not unattractiye, but 
they ha\'e suffered somewhat as collec­
ti bles from the fact that a fe,,' of them 
were at one time exceedingly common. 
On the other hand, some of them are 
exceedingly rare; in fact, at least three, 
the ones made by Belcher, Dayid :\JeJ­
ville, and "T. B:, are unique. 

Calder. Th e tip is brokell away. 

-Lcdlie I. Laugh/in 
2. A Josiah Dallforth porringer, th e first olle ever 

shou'lI ill illllStration. 

-Douglas Cu rr), 

The common ones are a part of the 
" initialed" group of Kerfoot. These are 
the I G, S G (with the S reyersed) , and 
W 1\ (incorrectly read by Kerfoo t W W). 
On all these the initials stand out in re­
lief on the back of the handle, the letters 
being cut in the maId. These initials 
ha\'e not been identified. Such porringers 
turn up most frequently in the Boston 
area, hence the G's have been attributed 
to the Greens and to Gleason. " 'hat 
little circumstantial evidence ' there is 
points to the latter rather than to the 
former, particularly as one or tll'O speci­
m ens haye been found with the initials 

- Collectio" of t ill' . ..Juthor 
4. English-New York type. Porringer by Stephen 

Cox. Note the flatt ell ed bosses. 

R G. But I am convinced that Roswell 
Gleason was too honest a pewterer 
(though he did make britannia and 
finally sank to the level of electroplated 
silver) to allow such sloppy pieces as the 
I G and R G to be uttered from his shop. 

This stud\' was undertaken with the 
hope of lean1ing more about the initialed 
porringers. From that standpoint it 
prayed fruitless but it brought out so 
much of interest along other lines that 
the time spent seems well rell'arded. 
Mam' of the rare items have been inade­
quately illustrated, if at all. I haye re­
ceiwd most generous help in the prep­
aration 'of this article. I have subscribed 
it, because the words are mine, but most 
of the music is by Ledlie,1. Laughlin and 
Joseph France. ' 

All crown-handled porringers haye the [ ' 
famili ar type of bowl, with a boss in the 
center of the bottom, bulging sides, end· 
ing aboye in a straight-sided flange, 

3. Back of th e halllile of all unmarked sjJccimen . 
Note circle of pUlIched stars 011 th e ,·cillforcement. 

-]ost.' /Jh Frallce 
5. Front and back v ielcs of th e handle of th e unique lV B porringer. 
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6. An 1 L jJorringer ill the Poole collection. Sat e the incised lines 011 th e flange of ti,e bOll'I. 

either vertical or slightly flaring. The 
diameter at the top varies from 4Vs to 
5Y2 inches, with intermediates at 4¥S, 
4Vs, and 5 inches. These sizes seem to 
be relati"ely unimportant. At first sight 
the "ears" or handles seem to be much 
alike but as I showed in a preliminary 
article in Bulletin 17 of the Pewter Col­
lectors' Club, they actually fall into 
four classes. 

The crown-handle is distinctive. Below 
the center is a shield, aboye which is a 
narrow curved band or barrulet, orna­
mented with raised dots and small bosses, 
v<:iriously arranged. Above this is a par­
allel row of large com'ex bosses, fi, 'e or 
si:x in number. At the sides are scrolled 
supporters, leading to the d ecorated 
apical structure, pierced to aliow hang­
i11g the yesse!. It is by the nature of the 
shield that the four classes are distin­
guished. 

(A). The Belcher type (fig. 1) . This 
seems to have been made first by Joseph 
Belcher, working at Newport, R . 1. , 
about 1769-1776. It is easily recognized 
by the fad that the shield is circular, 
without support below, either on the 
median line or from the scrolls. Belm,· 
it are two somewhat widely spaced bosses. 
The barrulet bears three conspicuous 

-JoseI'll. Frollcc 

8 . Bo(/r<iIllQn type. Boar<iIll(/11 &- Co., New York. 

APRIL, 1946 

bosses and numerous small raised dots. 
The back of the handle is reinforced by 
a thin plate, wide at the base, tapering 
forward, continuous to the apex. This 
type was made by two other pewterers, 
using, I am inclined to think, the same 
maid. Seemingly it passed [rom Belcher 
to Da"id ~I eh' ille, working in :\"e"'port 
from 1779-1793, for as with Belcher, a 
single one of his porringers has sun·iwd. 
(See dllliqll es, mJ. 36, Sept. 1939, p. 107, 
Gebelein's adyertisement. The six bosses 
are probably due to a careless rubbiilg.) 

Joseph Belcher's scape-grace son, Jo­
se ph, recei\'ed only half the molds o\\"lled 
by his father. This one was probably in­
cluded in the other half, ,,-hich may have 
been purchased by Meh·ille. \\' I{at be­
came of the mold at J\.Jeh·ille's death is 
not knm"n, but some 32 years later it 

. turned up .in the hands of Josiah Dan­
forth of Middletown, Con. H e used it to 
some ad"antage between 1825 and 1837, 

! ... ~ • • • -

- J lcl ropalitou )\1USl'lltn of A rt 
9. I G - S G tY/Je. An English specilllen by 
I ;;- H. Th e strainer in the bowl is a Jnoblelll . 

- Collection of the Author 

j. BO(lr<illlan tY/Je. T D '" S B . 

for a dozen or so of his porringers of this 
type llave been found (fig. 2). 

_\n unmarked specimen in tl~e colle~­
tion of Douglas Curry (fig. 3) IS of t.h1S 
type and is interesting because of the ring 
of eight punched stars around a central 
one on the reinforcement on the back. 
Edward Danforth of Middletown used a 
hall mark with a circle of stars surround­
ing a cen~ral .one. It .may J:>e that the 
maid was III hiS hands for a tllne. 

(B). Eng1ish-:\"e~\" York typ.e. I ca!led 
this the Cox type 111 my pl:enous artIcle, 
because Stephen Cox of Bnstol, England, 
made such porringers between 1735 and 
1754 (fig. -1). The shield i~ circular, sup­
ported by a narrow .medlan neck and 
two large bosses which are · connected 
with the inner parts of the scrolls. The 
barrulet has three large and numerous 
small raised dots, and there are five large 
bosses above it. 

The oldest known specimen in this 
group is one \\'ith the circular '''' B 
touch on the back of the handle (fig. 5)· 

(CO lltilllt cd OH pag~ 18) 

l 

- Col/cctiOIl 0; lir e Allthor 

1 0. All S C /Jorrillger (large size). 
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Crown-Handled Porringers 
(f '0'" /,ul(c 11) 

En:r~' lhing indicales lhat this is correclly 
assigned to \\'illiam Bradford of ;'\e,,' 
York , who "'as \"m'king in 1719 and died 
ill 1759. Practicall y contem poraneous 
wilh hilll was Joseph Leddell, Sr., who 
died in 1753. Whether it was he who 
made the same sort of porringer, marked 
I L in a circle, or his son Joseph, who 
died in 1754, is not known. The I L 
specimen in the Poole collection in the 
Brookl"n Museum of Art has two incised 
lines Oi1 the flange (fig. 6). Henry Will, 
who worked from 1761 to 1793, decorated 
at least one porringer in the same way. 
The' \' B and I L handles are so similar 
that one suspects that they were made 
from the same maId. From the Leddells 
it seems to have passed to 'Villiam Kirby, 
"'orking in New York from 1760 to 1793. 
Curiously enough, the unknown '" 1\ 
had a mold of this type, as can be seen 
by consulting iVIr:-Laughlin's plate XII, 
fig. 60. He used it on his small porringers 
onlv, and not on all of them. 

(C). Boardman type. Inm}' previous 
article I called this the Danforth type, 

. but the term now used is more appropri­
ate. It is not known who first made por­
ringers of this sort. The oldest definitely 
identifiable specimen I know was made 
by Thomas Danforth Boardman, who 
li~ed his own touch from 1805 to 1820. 
Later specimens have the Boardman R: 
Co. touch (fig. 8), or the T . D. R: S. B. 
initials (fig. 7). The particular feature 
0f this type is the broad support of the 
shield, destroying the lower part of the 
circle and producing a shape which I 
can only compare with an old-fashioned 
key-hole cover. There may be five or six 
large bosses above the barrulet. NIr. 
Laughlin shows on his PI. LI, fig. 357, 
a part of the handle of the oldest known 
specimen of this type. The touch is 
I D with a lion ·rampant. This may be 
either John Danforth of Norwich, work­
ing about 1773 to 1793, or his nephew, 
Joseph, of Middletown; who worked 
from about 1782 to 1788. 

Porringers of this sort were also made 
bv '" N, who had three handle-molds. 
The one of the English-New York type 
has already been mentioned. The other 
two difIer~d in that those he used on the 

T ra veling Abou t 
(f,om page 17) 

-JOSCpJl Frallcc 

I J. Frollt alld back of the ear of the ullique R G !wrrillger. Note the careless fillish of th e frollt, 
th e thich rat-tail alld Rhode Islalld bracket 011 the back . 

large porringers had five bosses above the large ones have handles of this sort 
the barrulet, those on the smaller ones (fig. 10). There are five bosses above the 
had six. The somewhat twisted S G .barrulet. 
used the same handle on his small por- '\'hoe\'er he \ras, S G made good ves-
ringers. These two were not from the sels, in marked contrast to I G and R G . 
same mold, for S G had a rat-tail, ,V ;'\ I G " 'as exceedingly productive, but if 
none. he ever did a good job I have not seen 

(D). The I G - S G type. This seems to the e\·idence. The lower surface of the 
be a modification of the Boardman t\pe, handle is good, with a narrow rat-tail, 
although it may be that this is older than but the upper one is rough, pitted, un-
the Boardman, and that the latter is an finished. _-\ feature "'hich has been gen-
improycment on it. The shield and its eralh' overlooked is that both have the 
support produce a key-hole cO\'er design , typi~a l linguiform Rhode Island bracket 
but attached to either side of the sup- supporting the handle. All other crown-
port is a large boss. There may be either handles have angular brackets, nrying 
fi\'e or six bosses in the row above the bar- from right to highly obtuse angles. Does 
rulet . The oldest specimen yet seen is in that mean that the I G and R G were 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in ;'\e'" 0:made in Rhode Island: Richard Lee 
York (fig. 9). This was marked by I R: H J~~ was the only person not a Rhode Islander, 
(Ingram R: H--)? Bewdley, " 'orcester- 2 who, so far as I knO\v, used the bracket 
shire, England, c. 1780-1820. As shO\m of the Meh'illes, Hamlin, and Calder. 
in the photograph, it now has a strainer But of course he started in Taunton, 
in it. Miss Louise Avery writes me that once in Rhode Island territory, I belieye. 
it \"as not born there, for it bears the ''''hat sort of bracket would the Bos-
curious touch of an amorino between tonese ha\'e used, if they had made por-
the hah'es of the date 17/66. ~riss .-\\·erY ringers~ " 'ho knows! 
is inclined to think that it is Dutch or Only one R G specimen (fig. 11) has 
Gcrman. "\\'as it of any real use in a por- been found, which is fortunat e, for it is 
ringer~ It is too old to belong to a coffee even worse than I G. R G, Roswell 
percolator. Perhaps it served to separate Gleason~ )." o! The R G handle resembles 
the consomme above the potage below. that of I G, with six bosses above the bar-
Drink and meat in the samc bowl. rulet, but on the back it has a much more 

S G made porringers in two sizes. Only blunt and thicker rat-tail. 

:\IISS T. T. FOLlcv, after returning from an extended stay in :\fe"ico, Irill 
re·open her shop in Paris, Ill ., in larger and more suitable quarters . 

reddish or hro\l"I1 teapots and other \"essels. :'\0 Ironder that " 'ith the 
rising popularin' of thc ne'" bel'erage, efforts ,,'cre made to produce 
imitations of the Chincsc red,rare. :\frs, Little mentioned thc late Ijth 
ccntury Dutch potter , Arij de :\filde , as succcssful in such imitations. 
The in\"entor of the first true porcela in on the continent, Johann Boetlger. 
made a rechrare finer and harder than the Dutch ware; it " 'as in qnalit\· 
of material all'cad,' close to hi s fonhcoming il1\'ention of the true white 
porcelain. Continental pottcrs, the Elcrs brothers , from thc lo,,'e r Rhine 
or Holland, are said to hayc bcen the first in England to producc por· 
celaneous rech,·are. Blit the fell' presen'ed pieces seem too late to be made 
hy one of the Elcrs. Somc 110'" are definiteh' attributd to Josiah " 'edg,,·ood. 

THE " 'EDGWOOD CLUB of Boston, at a mceting in February, heard a talk 
by ~frs. Bertram K. Little on 17th and 18th centun' red,,'arcs in imitation 
of the Chinese. Mrs. Littlc 's intcrest had c\'olycd from a former Club 
meeting in I 93-!, " 'hcn she Iras led to begin her study and collccting of 
red"'are objects, Chincse as "'ell as European e"amples. The ston' opcns 
with the Buccaro''''are made at Yi -hsing as early as the :\ring period . 
'Vith the tea imported first to the English and Dutch shorcs came the 
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