


A CHALLENGE IN PEWTER 
By M. T. NICHOLS 

S:\i':I)II ' I(:III<I) 1)('111'1 '1' 11 ;1<lI'!'rlisl'I II<'IIIS lor Illk l'oll'<I('r 
;llld IJr y Codllsil, ill lilt' (.'1I11I1I '( ·/il'l(1 (;((;:1'1 /1: 01 St'/)II'III 
I)('r ~~. 1 7~7, 1)"l>lisl>e<l ill NI' IV 1,(111<1011. lI'e lill<l Iili s 

aIIIIOIIII<'!'llleIIL : "Tile I)arlll<:rsilip 1J('III'Ce ll (;r('('lIe ;llld Ih:icil
cr, peIVICn'l'S, W;IS t!('so ll'(:t! Iil e 1:,liI t!a y o[ i\lI~llSL I:I SI," 

\\'h Cll a copy o[ Ihis papcr was halldcd me IJy onc or 111)' 
pC II' l er-co llcnill~ [riellds Wilh the re111a rk , "Here is a chance 
10 lind allOlher -pell'lerer," 1 lillle t11<>1lghl lhal he \\'as ri ~ lll, 
Bill 1>)' ;Icc:epli ll~ lil e c: h ;d!c ll ge I \\'as led 10 the lar~e IllII 
IlI ys leriolls (;recII I;llIlily 01 BOSIOIl. Lile \\'ant!erill~ lIe'er-do · 
\\'('11 SO Il o[ .losl'p il J\cIcil('r 01 Nl'II'I)() rl , allt! IlJc proIJ;IIJl e 
n:co,L\'lIilioll o[ a pell'Lerer's IOll cil \\'hich so lar ilas l>,dIled 
;1111' llIpIS al id e lllilic;lIioll. 

Tile Creells 01 BOSIOI1. lilJ'()II~1J II carl), a n:lllllr)' 01 opera
liollS, iIH : IIIt!ill~ liln 'e ~ellC1'alioIlS allt! sevell scp;lrale pe\\'
lerns. ila\'(: !clL 10 liS ollly a reil' piec:es 01 Lhe work 01 Ollt: 
111;111, Salllllt:1 Creell. Lt:dlie I. Lallgldill ill his 1'l'1olr:r i ll 

Ct;op p-:C.pl"l~ LU,II::S 

P 0t;~· ~r .Hr:Yl ~. t . . I I , 

'Va Ih!Cfl' . bd\ P.utlCh I ok- J n 'NJ~r! per (,l('.J.e.l 

or tingle 
Holm 10. dn. pt:r do. 
B-.t\ Eng lilh C"eAnk p,-r do. 
VU1ch \Z,uill, 
Writing-P"pc,' by thp. re,ln 
C'Hlrjd~e: P.l pr.r) Bonne.t· P aper ~ 
Accnunl 8001;0, Wririnp;. BoCJk •• &c. 

R.cord.B ook., tjtled 1u Ihe dUl",.nt ufeG of 
towlI' . focielieo, &c. mw b~ · had on Ihe OloI,tett .~ 
notice. .' . 

N . B. Old aod ne,,; Boo .... neatly bound. 

T HE partn .. r1hip between G It E'EN E 'and .~. 
nE Le HER, p.wt~IC'~!W!" ,ie[olved the t ' 

1 51h day of AlliUfi iaft. , . ".: -. ,": 
. . . Soptetnber J7, t7~ 7' 

Dry CodfiOl, Salmon, Mackarel [ 
and LiveI' Oil; to be fold for ony' kind of y.rain, :' 
ou bO:lrd ' the Schooner 'F'riencJlhip; lying at Nor •. 
wich·Landing.-·-N. B. Calli given for Gr~in, l 
on boud raid Schooner. . . " 

,'., SNOW PARKER.",,::; 
3eptr.mber Ill,' 1787. 

, . 

FtG. 1 - ExcEnrT 
FIIOM THE "CON. 

!\'ECT ICUl' GAZETTE," 

For SCfl tcmbcr 28, 
1787, publishecl in 
New London, The no· 
tice o[ Greene and 
Belcher, pew terers, is 
the basis for th e au· 
Ihor 's deduction re· 
garding IG. 

FIG, 2 - P E 'IV T r. 11 

'I' AN KAlllJS. Le/t, by 
Richard Austin , car· 
ries the lamb·al!d· 
dove touch , Right, 
marked IG, attribut· 
cd to John Green. 
tllnstrations from. the 
collection 0/ the att· 
thoro 

Amerim lclls of lhc Ncw London inle rlude ill the lire 01 
somc or lhcse Grecns, H e nll'llIions ./ohn (;reell, SOil or lite 
prinlcr Timolh y (born in New London in lil!)), but ofrcrs 
no' funlter illformalion about him, 

In Ill )' collcClion is a tankard bcaring on ils Itandl e lhe 
lOllch l G in relie!'. I sllbmit that litis is lite mark o[ John 
Grcen; that litis llnknown melllber o[ a pt:\\'tt:ring ramil ), 
remained in New Londoll and esta l)lislt t:d hilllSt:1[ Ih ere as a 
pt:1I'lerer when his brother Thomas 1Il0l'ed to BosLon; and 
lhat it was he, John , who was in partnership wilh Joseph 
Belcher .II', a[ter the lalter left Ncwport about lill'l to escape 
i'amily difficulli es , 

\\' hat proof have we lO SUppOrL lhis hypothesis? Nont: Illorc 
direct than lhat pre\'iously adduccd in idcn lificalion o[ the 
lI'ork or Hcnjamin Da y and Salllllel Greell. but la me, quile 
as COI1 I ' incill~ , The mark ascriiJed In Da y cOllsislS Olll)' or lhe 
illilial s Uf) , allt! the :lscription . wili ch is collsidt:red il )' pcwtt:r 
slucl t: llI S 10 be jus li fi ed. was necess:lri l)' made Oil the basis or 
circu1l1stan lial cI'idt:nce, So also wilh Samuel Green, whose 
In ark consisls (111 )' or the inili:tls SC; wilh the word Boston. 
Richard Auslin, loo, ust:d the sa lll e t)' pe of mark , supposed ly 
durill g the period o[ his parlnership wilh Samuel Green, It 
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is 1'!'<l SO II<lhlt: 10 <l SS IIIII1 ' Ih;1I tlJ(" ,,("11' 1.01ltioll (;1'('1 '11 loll"",,,t! 
1111 ' S<l1111' (,(I Slolll ;l llll 111:1111 ' hi " !I >111'1 I lI'illl lilt , 11'III'I's /(;, 

!\ 1<lllk,ml ill lily co lll'Clioll 1J('<lrill,L\ lZil'iI<lrt! :\IISlill'S /l/lI/fJ
((1Ir/·dl}'{ll : IOllch. Ihl' oltl )' Ollt ' hy Ihi" 1)"11'11'1"'1' rcpol'Il'll. h<l s 
Lh t: salll1' cilar<lCllTislics as Ihe 1>lle I)(,<lrill~ Ih e le; Illark, 
illcludill~ lht: il<lITCI-sh:lpcd h:llHllc t1T111illal (Fig, 2), Thi s 
l)'pe l11a y ha l·t: il t:l' lI passed il l' Johll (;rct:n LO S:lllIucl oi' Iil l' 
next gt:llt:rat ioll :lilt! thl'Ou~h S;l1IIUt:1 10 Ri chart! ,\II Slill II' ht ' ll 
S:llllllci Crt:l'l1 alld ,\uSlill liTre ill parull'rship, Th e II'IH' i" 
also repl'l 'S l'l1led ill a tiolll>lv -t!OIIIt't! lallkard lI·illl lilli ;d, I,,· 
Iknjalllill 1):1 )' (/7-/ ·/-/7 57) 01 :-\"II'porl. ShOIl' l1 ill I.aughlill's 
l 'nJlIl:r ill ,.111I ('I'i('(( (1'1. )\.\ ' 1, :\0, !II ) , Th e S:lllll' pl:ll" 
iIlllstr:ltl's :lllI>lh l'l' 1:lllk;ml «'\0, !l::) I)(,:lrill~ a 11>llCh Oil IIJ(" 
h:llldle ~il'l'1I :IS 1(,'; Ihi s ilIa ), he a Illisl'l:adill,L\ or a IYP') ' 
graphic:ll t:ITIJr 101' J(;, alld Ihis picce. Silllil:lr except 1'01' 
h:l\'ill~ a filli:ll 10 the 1(; 1:lllkal'll wilich I han:. 111;1)' p()Ssil)I ~ ' 

il t: allolilt:r pit:ct: b)' JOl1l1 (;ret:l1. 

Fill:lll)" lhis Ih em), Sl'1'1I1S 10 sal isly Ih e t!csil'c t:xprcsset! I», 
Mr. Lallghlin lO associale the Grecns 01 IImtoll lI'ith Ihe NCII' 
London famil y allll to estalJli, h OIlC or lilclIl as :I pt:II' ll'I'l ' r 
lherc; bcsides, it helps confil'111 his IOC:llioll or .losl'j)h lkl chl' r 
Jr, in New London and aCCOllnlS 1'01' lite Sew I .ollc/on tOll cil , 

An objeclion to m)' th cor y ma y I)e based 0 11 the ran Ih at 
lhe Creclle in the :llh'e nise111 cllt is spc ll t:d I"illt all I'. lI'ilere;ls 
Ih e recorded Gret:ns of Boston allt! :-\1'11' LOIlt!OII <Ire lI'ilh · 
Ollt the final c, Orthograpltl' ill car ly prillled 1I1;11I1T is Ilolahl), 
erralic, bllt I must con[ess lltat Ihc Cnlllll' I ' /i!'l1/ (;((:l'ile was 
Prinied by Timothy Greel/., and that :tllOLlwr adl'l:rLi sl'lI1Cl1I 
it conlains is [or 13oohs!;r S/({liolll/l'V to ilc sold I» ), TIII)JIlIIS C, 
Green. Thesc tll'O men, incidenlall y, III11St Ital 'c bCt:11 rel :ll('d 
to th e pell'lerillg Greens: th esc ~i\,l'l1 lIallles reCllr ill sll ccessil·l.' 
~eller:llions of that ra1llily. and lile fll'sl IWO GIT1:11S ill 1'\('\\' 

LOlldoll - S:l1l1ucI and l1is SOil TilllOlil\', lall1 er or '/01111 -
liTre prilllt:rs. Tilt: prilller o[ tili s ll t:II'S papn wOllld prolJably 
not ha\'c used a dill'ere nl spt:lling' 1'01' tlit: nalllt: Crt:Cll witiloul 
good reason, 

So I have laid lllySel[ ope ll lo allacks 01 rULllre l'x plnr t: l's 
ill the pewter field . but ill doing so, I l10pe lo l1a\'e ide lll.ili ct! 
one more louch mark and loca It:d a \\'orlh y pell'lcrer. 

ANTIQUES 


