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,It lhese slllol,e,ellli 'Ig gl, ltS. Althongh Joiln nnskin and 

\\"ill am Morris, out of s ig h , they are not 0' ' nind, and we 

ca n I It regre lat t.iley lived til e ' an a few . rs hefo 

, ge l~era l was ready for th enl. E lec tri ci ty has come 

CHAT 

E 
NT() l 11\1\(; I'; ,what a cOlllpnd wnsivl! tcrtll; how s uhtl e, 

how reasollahle it s llli ssio ll; how IWCI!SSary, not only 

fill' th e happy devel,opment , of a ll al"listic illlpul se, hut 

lor th e pruper expuslt lon o t any work of art! And for 

the wa nt of stim ulatin g surroundings, how often does 

the initial idea fa lter, a nd the result of in ~ pired elfo rt lose its 

physiognomy in the blight of un sy mpath et ic environment ! 

Indeed, the ou tput of all creative elfort, if it has its source 

in in spiration, owes its existeoce also to the gradual or instan

taneO llS inHuence of entourage. And thi s is eq'ually true of him 

who repudiates absorpt ion from exte rnal s; for isolation is an 

entourage as subtle and effec ti ve as is the companionship of 

exc itin g surroundir,gs. The scholar who retires wi th in himself has 

already absorbed from hi s en tourage stores of thought, of observa

tion, of digested knowledge, which keep him company substan tia lly 

during his solita ry hours. T he s tud en t of Nat ure, per COli//,({, 

ga th e rs nlaterial and e nthu sias m frtlnl daily contact w ith 

actualities. To th e inanilllate wor ld, th l! law of hal"l11 0ny 

app li es in the sall le rela ti ve degrce, IlIcapah le of act ion, 

of self-hell' , th ey s till el llhody- thillgs of heauty,-th e living 

so ul of hilll who fashi oncd them , and c ry Otlt IIlute ly, ind eed 

patheti~al:y, fo r sU IToullllings whi ch in vi te a cu n/ident display 

01 th e ir charms. Else all is discord or hrui sed harlllony. 

I ha ve seen a hit of C helsea un an oaken dresser shrink with 

alllHlq hUlllan ulld (! r~tandin~. I\ eve rse the order; a Jacobean 

cu pboard ill a Luuis XV. boudoir. J C, lnllllt illlagine which of 

, the two would he the 1I10s t injured conlllle lltator; the pouting 

protest of gold leaf and dainty line, or the embarrassed hauteu r 

of the da rk stranger. Ye t within their own proper dOlllain the 

world beautiful could not afford the loss or lIlaltreatment of 

e ither. IVfaltreatm ent- that is the terlll, the transgression; 

indeed, the s in and retribution in one. And the more refi ned the 

single specimen, the lIIore de licate its perso nality, the g reate r 

need of a 1II£/iel/. of apposite relation. And if this be true of the 

exq ui s ite, holV lIluch lIIore so of the work of hU lllb le hands. I 

was asked the other day what I though t o f housing a collection 

of pewter in London. I must acknowledge that th e question 

itse lf, c,r ratl~~r the shock due to its anomaly , should have 

provoked the" only possible answer. On the other hand, 

I could not 'h elp but think, and say in the end, that if the 
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PEI·VTER C fl i /LlCE AND COVEN (EA'GLlSII). 

collec tor were a lover of pewter, surro undings mi ght well he 

ignored, that th e knowledge to be acquired by th~ indulgence o f 

the hobby be not jeopardised or lost. There is the furth',r argu , 

ment that services of pewter were used in London, as in lIIany 

other towns througho ut England, and that the metropolis still 

con tains seventeen th 'and eighteenth century houses whcrein 

pewter unduubtedly held pan try dOlllill ion. B ut th ese bhitat ill ll s 

are but remnants of the past, and th e \1lOdemity of the L Olldo ll 

of to-day is too permanen t and universal to admit of th e re in s tal

lation of so hUlllble a ware as pewter. And for th e reason that 

if a s ingle specim en of delicate art be at a disadvantage alnid 

surroundings that are uncongen ia l to it, fashionable quarters 

would but startl e a nd humili ate a family g:lthering of hUlllbl e 

pieces. They wou ld hold, no doub t, the advantage over th e 

solitary spec illlen- the comrad esh ip of nUlllbe l's contributing 

mutual sup port- but th ey wou ld soon grow embarrassed, and ill 

th e end would on lv feel at ' lHlllle w hen the lig hts were out, th e 

play of embers bUI:nishing their shy faces. ,\ rnong abuses: a row 

of pewter plates tourin~ the top of .1 dinin ~~ -rooll1 wall may he an 

acrobatic feat, but the inspiration has 11 0 advent in the mind "I' 

a collector in th e true se nse o f the term. Frolll the ir exa lt ed 

position-unless the top she lf he a Canlpo Santo fo r sp llri ul!S 

pieces - they are asked to (iD fal se dllty, and are hope lessl y 

heyond the reach of loving hands. As well a rgue that the early 

French Illude of inlay ing Inanorial rafters wi th designs in pewter 

was a branch of the art ' of coll ecting dOll les ti c spec illlell s of th e 

sam e lIIe tal. No-if the ware itself cannot be brought haci, to 

its original daily use-and I do not see why it shou ld :-gi\'e it at 

least an abode where before exi le it he ld early sway, and where 

the old su rroundings survive to Direr it a fa lll ili ar home-co millg . 

But le t it be in some village o r country lIook, in some cottage or 

IIlanor house, w here the low ly service \\'i ll not he snubbed by it s 

s il ve r peers, where the gloss a f c hi ntz and the perfullle o f lave nd er 

stil l haunt the panelled rooms, and where palltry and parlullr ha \'e 

lIot los t their o ld-world illtercourse and l1Iutllal slIppor t 

Tu lIly IlIind- and it has occupied itse lf w ith nJan y expl!l'i

IlIents-the s halluw dresser, witlt s helves ahovc, offe rs th e bl!st 

rest ing-place for a coll ection o f plates , dishl's ami c hargers ; a 

few of the s ma ll er c ulinary pi eces lill(ling each thei r niche in til e 

pt~r pe ndi cular recesses at l,ach cnd., 1'01' th c ,ran ' r s l'ecinlt'll s , 

sa lts, spice-boxes, tankards, ca ndl esticks, s lllIlf- it.o:\es, cadd lt ·" . 

etc., I know o f not hing as quiet ly c lTl'd i\'" as lh e e~ca\'ated 

rece"s ill a d ("~ J> lI'a ll; bacl" si de", :lIld sh('I\'es lill ed wit h :t 

1I10SS green falm c which ':ontrtit.llt es a S)' lIlj l:t lhetic bac kg ruu lll l 
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to til e fa ,'oured pi eces. Th ere is a linality a hout thi s mode o f 
in s tallati on no t to he found in a pe ramhulatil, g show-case. Th e 
la tte r proclaim s a certain os tellta ti on, an o b viuus artilic iality , 
undiscoverable in the re tiring recess o f an emhrasured wa ll. 
1-1 ere, indeed, is a shel te r, a pe rma nent home; while th e show 
case, a t hest, is but a tran sparen t prison-house. It mus t be 
admitted, howe"er, that whet he r in show -case or recessed wall , 
til e accunlulat ion of ma ny pi eces, howeve r we ll chosen, in a 
c irc umscrihed space , will have it s in superahl e disad vantage. 
I': ach s pec im en c ri es for nlanual eX; lIl1in a tion , all call s imul , 
ta nellus ly for s t lldy, a pprec iati on ; a nd unless OIW he possessed o f 
a .. swivel-eYI'," til e c iloru s of j l'a lous cO ll lpd ito rs nlll s t hi, 
s ilenced by a very dcle rlnin ed e n,,,-t at indi vidual eX; lIl1illati oll. 
A difli cult task, a nd ull sa ti s factory , th e c lose proxi mity of o the r 
p ieces, c ian ltJur ing fo r a ttent ion, IIJakillg concentrati on almost an 
im possi bility . Th e resul t is co nfus ion, an CIIIUII I'I'IIS des 'richesses. 
Thi s is hut na tura l. Each s pecimen is th e product o f thoug ht , 
care, pa ti en t la bour, and til e appreciation o f its qua lities demand s, 
again , thougil t , opportun ity , undisturbed le isure. :-.J aturc al so con
tributes he r p rotest, and her reprimand ma kes c lear as well th e reason 
why a ll" co ll ect ions" are necessar ily unsati s fa ctory. In hi s love 
of heauty , CH hi s deSire for aClJui si ti on, th e coll ec tor forge ts that 

possess ions. C hurch pi eces should he kept apa rt , no t onl y hl,cau se 
of th e ir consec rated USI-! at sonie time of til e ir ex i s t e n c~, liut for 
the reason that, being eccles ias ti cal p ieces , th ey do no t fra te rni se 
with the ir domesti c confl'l: l'es . F lagons , lavers , fonts, a lm s- di shes, 
chali ces, pa tens , c ru cts - if a ny have surv ived the Hefol"lna tion
they form a fa mily nUlll el"OUS e noug h to cOlll p lete a g rouJl o f th e ir 
own. Exceed ingly rare, a nd rare r s till now tha t th e inc ulllben ts 
o f churches are l11ade aware of th e law forbidding t1 w ir sale, th ey 
deser ve a place apart, so me corn e r sa nct uary, where t hey IlIay 
C0l11111Une unres train edly alllong th e lllse l ves. 

P e rhaps the g rcates t pl eas ul-e I Il< l ' -I' ex peri l'ncI,d in lil y 
assoc iati on with pcw ter has h",, " in acquiri ng Jli ec(!s for fr il'i lds , 
s tartin g hudd ing lovers of th e wa re w ith th e ad ,-alltage o f the 
e xpe ri ence gain ed th rough lily own in iti a l fa ilures. Beginn ers, 
in the ir has te for acq ui s ition, 1110 re than o ften acce pt ,\:ha t th e 
added knowl edge of a few weeks mus t inev itabl y re pudi .. te . 
Standing on the threshold of an entire ly novel ex pe ri e nce, th ey a re 
se ized, or, ra th e r, th ey s urrend er th e mselves eage rl y to a co n
spirin g nlllllhe r o f emoti ons: th e des ire for acqlli ~ i t i l: n , the 
excit e ment o f th e I; rs t plu nge ( which will lend a g lalll our to el'e n 
scra p-iron) , subcon scio ns ly th e pride o f possession, th e acqll ired 
ohject a lready in view, the repllt;lti o ll o f "conn oisseur " hu zz in g 
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each spec imen was orig inall y fashi oned fo r S(lnW par ticnlar need 
o r use ; and he re th ey a re gath e red togdhe r in prOln isc llllllS array, 
deni ed th e ir spec ial o ni cc, spt,nding and ending tlwir days in 
cahi ncl adolescence . Ob violl s ly, th e onl y sati s facto l-y Ill e th od is 
l<1 acquire a fe w spec illl cn pi eces, ami to place th e ln ell"ecti ve ly 
a nd at Jleaceful distances, in a w onl of congenial s ize and 
c ha racte r. A /0 11 1' dr la. chilll/lil'e would reveal each pi ece 
se pa rately, the p reca uti onary iso la tion wOllld preven t confus ion 
(or cOlnpc titi on), and the tax upon one 's a rcha:o logical and 
a ppn~c iati ve Jl(l\'-ers lI'ould leave nw mory free to re melllhe r each 
pi ece ind ividually. Th e OId y exce ptioll tha t occ urs to l11 e wh ere 
a c lose con g rq~atio n of pi eces is ad visahl e, ind eed, necessary, is 
where it is des ired to illustrate the e vo lution of sonl e inte res ting 
s pec i,n en. In a nluse unl th e conditi ons a re diffe rent; s pace is 
prec ious , a nd the c lose locati on of pi eces is necessary for 
purposes o f educa tion, o f c1 ass ili ca t ion a nd c hronolo_,-!y. In one's 
I)\\' n do nl a in , if th e sp,~ci n lCn s are a llo ll' ed to increa se in nUl11be r
a nd they do, wi th all th e s uhtl ety a nd artfuln ess Imown to the 
" a ntiqu e " hac illus--- dini cultil's and , what is 1\"0rSI', resJlllns ihiliti es, 
inc rease in the sa me rati o. Thi s is inev itahl e, and has been so ever 
s ince th e \\'or ld bega n. The sad 11Ian in th e Bibl e is pe rhaps 
t he o ldes t kno \\'n ,-icl illl o f s uch cOl1lpli ca ti on. I l e had Illa ny 

at th e ear- and th e deed is done. T bp. n th e afte rlllath ; th e 
gradual awai,enin~ with th e g row th of kn olV lel!ge; and , ti nally 
- th e du s t-hea p. F o r the re a re no nfeans of di :;pos illg o f one 's 
failures, unl ess th e co urage o f a hard "ned coll ec tor inh a hit the 
con sc ience o f the beg illn e r. In s uch cases it has hee n 
cons idered ad visabl e to forage for an o th e r beg inlw r, th r:t , by a 
judicious pl ac in g o f th e per ipa te ti c p iece , kuo wl edge II laY thus 
more qui ckl y be b ro ugh t to hi s door. T ill1e, know l edg(~, a re o f 
s uch vita l ill lplJ rLan ce to th e amat em! I t is often a u isappo iut
iug process to ad vise th e beg inner; a nd to allempt to s te lll 
th p. tide of hi s lirs t e nthu sias m , whe n he is r nnn ing amu cl: 
amid a whirl o f lashing in ce ntiv es , is ce rtainl y 10 eX Jlose bo th 
one's pa ti ence and friend s hi p to what lIla y be a mortal enco nnte r. 
But it is wo rth th e tr ia l ; for if s ucctssfnl -s ta rtin g a s it does 
the am a teur on a hig he r p lan e of t a~ te a nd jndg ll le nt - one 
becom es a t leas t tb e parent o f hi s YOl ll h, o f bi s ea rl y a nd 
successful end ea vours , and la te r s hall I ~a y, t he gra nd
parent o f hi s uliimate renol\' n. 

Food fo r lemembran ce , this; a pi peful o f g ratili cati on, 
o f con solati o ll, wh en at e ve llin g by th e lires ide re "Te ts 
o f one 's ow n failure~ , of opportuni t ies In issed, in ya de <> th ~ 
Inin d. ..\ :-: T ON to DE ~ ,\V ,11< tw, 
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tholl,gh l, : ~l1d ~ 11I ! 11 : ~~'e "'ai'llt w hat lo vil1g I1l e al1 S. Tile 
pas t s IlImed, ~llss. 

TI"'re lVas a little si lellce in . 1'0 Ill . Dalllaris Garland 
said to h<!l' sl! lf, "Ti,e past's hllli S e el ll'i ed Ihi s f.:irl who 
cOld, I>lIry th e past. Iler ey s fell lip n her ; s he wallted to 
say, I) ll e thil1g to her ·- - Ilesitat .d, sll liled . 

r " old g ralld!llotllcr, IllIrl1ll1ril1g, I )llolVed to the door. 
She sa d, " I hv s<ll' ry to I II' C' hrollf.:ht yo I lip this lVay, ~Iiss, 
IJllt 'the e II( ! lIallglll tll:lt :all stal,,1 lip agai 1st love." 

It IV s dll s k IVIII!I th"y reach ed till ! s I)\,(!. Night, s e· 
,wald s tl,el1l acruss the lIars lle!;, II willd 

Neither of them had s poken si ll ce tl: ey left the co ttage; t l,,· y 
plessed forward in silence illto t l,,, 1tlllllllUIIS gluOII'. 

ri s Garland kll ew ill her he:ln that no thing. 
B Ilo! 

Il t, r ddcllces we re down; di he g ll "ss tha t 
lI e sait to her, Ol1ce , "The las t 's hllried. " 
She did not all swe r. 

th e lll allll a p:de radi:lll c <'pp,!ar" d 
ill She pallsl . I to see tl I;, s t of thl! 
daylight fade fro I d rllill s al,ove tll t!ll lie 1" \111" 

I 1(:1'; lid :lIld laid his Il:lll1l s IIpOIl I, e l' s ho lllders, :lIlt! stouped :\1111 
ki ssed a mill-we[ cl'e!'k. 

PATENS. 

O
F all c hmch pieces, plates arc to he fOlllld in greatest 

IIllll l!.e l. Alld the reasoll is lIot to he di scovcred in 
th e lact alolle that they played luany and varied 
palls, but that th e ir re llewal afte r a brllisillg life 
was a lualter which tax ed ne ither hOllsehold 

reso m ces 1101' parish ecunomies. Of all dOll1es tic vessels they 
were th e Ill os t 1I11merOllS and the leas t cost ly . Elevated to 
eccles iastica l lI ses , they served prin c ipally as allll s-dishes, ami 
till S fact IIl1l St accollnt for a larf.:e proportioll of th e Illlluher to he 
fOllnd ill parish c lllm:hes. 1\lany o f these still col lect the oll'"r· 
ill/.(s of f.:ellc·I't)IIS pari sh iOlwrs'-:l pi ece of s il e nt clotli at the 
i>()ttOlll o f the di s li c ()ntrihlltinf.: pri"acy to th e cOlltrii>ntion, and 
lon gel'i ty to the I'l.lte . S()IIle of tlie h igher cla ss specilllen ", 
cl lIhla z()III·d w ith th c salTed 11 11 IIlIlgr:lIII , w!!r!! "!r:"al,,d to tli e 
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COlllllll1ni o n taill e , where tlH-!Y did dllty as patens. A third use, . 
di scovered in a c hllrc hwarde n 's a ccollnt ()f the Chlll'cil of St. 
i\lichael, in l-ledwal'lline, "neere the Ciltie of Vv'orslrH'in the 
CO llntyand I )ioees of \Vorste r, tak e n the e ig litlVc nty day of May 
All o ])" 111 . 1('+1" affo rds yet anotli e r explanation of tI,eir great 
III I III bel' : . 

Two 1lI:'1.~ ol1 IH'w ler pollcs (or the \·Vine:.l.t lhe CI);!)Il, lhe OIlC POltlc, 
tbe oili er lhl'l: l! pilll ";_ 

Twu l'l:w \el' Plates 10 sett IInder the said Ilhgoll upon the Coion Table 
to prese rve thl! C loth :llld Carpclt 1'1'0111 spillings of wille. 

The p(!II'le r p:lI"n did no t follow th e nlan v variations of its 
s il ve l nll )de l. ThL! lalll~ r inclllded th e ordinary plate, the circlllar 
salver on foo t, the s lnall s'lnare tray o n fOllr feel, the paten on 
halust e r ste lll , tli e c()ve r-pate n and the low pat e n witli cover 
Slll' IIl 0 1lllted i>y a cross, rcse llli>lillg a dwarf ciboriull1. The 
" ]{olllalli st" reprodllctions, whic h inc luded c hali ces with covers 
finial ed with cro~ses- ill reality ciboria - were probably of 
Laudiall illillle ll ce, The ol1ly existing pe wter pate ll s are those 
of pre- I{dll i'lllation date- slllall, circular, with celltral de pressioll 
to fit the c hali ce alltl Iiuld the wafe r·l>read for th e priest-alld 
the tll'O SPCCilll(!llS of p()st.l{dol'lllatioll orif.:ill .. - tlie ordinary 
pewter plate, witli or lVitlHlllt wide rim, alld the patell-()\J-foot. 
()f tli e (Irs t, it is s<l fl ! to I>ld il!ve tliatwli e ll tli e ordillary plate was 
des igll l!d es pec i:di y fill' pall ' ll Ilse it Iiad lI s ually a wide rilll alld, UIl 

occa s illll, \I 'as 1! 1111>1:IZIII II !: lwtih tIH.! s:u'I'l!d IIIIIIII),~: ralll. I Is lIaITOW· 
rilllllll'<I ((lI// i';'I'I' g radllat, ,, I, Ill) d()tl1>l, dirl,, ·t 1'1'11111 d Oll ll'sl ic sl' rvi c I ~ . 
'1'1" , pat"" ' "II .fCl"I, ta zza -s;dv.-r, s:t h 'er ,p!lt l' lI , or hrc ': III -lllIld l' r, as 
it wa s "!lri lll ls l), .-: dl l· cI, " "I, ·rl~d the c llllr<:h dllrill g 11", S(!\,,,"t ,'e "th 
cellllllY all d wa s of clOIIIC' s lic III ig ill. '1'1 I I'rc! is, I 1,11011', a piolls 
te ll :" ' it)' of .. i:,i,I';II g fll r it !Ill ,·, ... I"siastic:d Il:ltllr<" IlIlt thi s is not 
the case. I )ollll· ,; tll' :dl y, ti, e I'a l,,"-o ll -follt was w hat IIIif.:llt be 

ca ll ed a peripatetic piece , and was deslill ed "to rotlllll" tli e tal,le 
a s a salver, a waiter, in ordillary parl :lll ce. I{ e lie ved of its 
to uring respo nsibilities, it ser ved as a coas te r on whicli to res t 
the drillking. c up, porringer, tallkard, e tc. Its appearance co in· 
cided with tlie reign of C ha r le:i 11.; it s di sappearance with lhat 
of tlie second G eo rge. Uuring Crolllll' e ll 's te nure of orrice and 
th e re iglls of Charles I 1. ,lI~ d J anl es 1[., large dislies on a 
ce n tra I feot were fOllnd in CO III hi 11.1 tion wi th cove red Gllld le·c lI ps, 
and tliose were used bot h as rose· water di shes and a s stands for 
cups. 

Th e o ld alms·dish slIrvives in conside rahl e nlllllh" r s, and is 
to h e fllllnd ill WInd, as well a s in hrass and pew ter. The nlo~;t 
interest ing examples of the latte r are lI, e Scotch speeillll' lI s , 
wliicli occ asio!lalIy eOlltaill a Clip or recep lac le ill th e CI! IItrc of 
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the dish for holding the cOins of higher vallle. This Clip \voldd 
correspolld ill place to the eluva ted 1>oss ill tll(! celltre of II"j 
pewte r salver bearing th e coat of arms in co lollled enalllel. or 
th ese tillle prodllces a g radu:dl y ill c rea!; illf.: 1>l IIII 1>e r. The fir s t 
Pewter E .~ iJil>itioll of 11)0+ re vealed th e existe ll ce of two fine 
specilllells, s aid to ha ve bee n lIlade "with others" for th e 
express lI se o f Charles 1. At th e las t Exhil)itilm of L'ell't e r 
(1IJO~) thi s l>llIIIber had ill':reased to fOl lr exhibit" :1I1t1 several 
other specilllens have since CO IIH! 111 1U,~pec t e dl y to lily noti c , ~ . 
As ill the case of other donll·!stic vessels, th e sall'., r also f'lIlI,,1 it s 
way illto ehnrch preci nct s, wh e re it sl'i'ved a s :111 :dllls-d is li. In 
se ve ral o f the chnrches of th e Ci ty of L Olldo n tli e re are 

:\ consid erable numher of alm s-dish es maclt! of pl~ wtcr, and a sel of fOllr l1lad e 
in the c,\fly part uf the seventeen lh ce ntu ry, at St. Kalilcrillc Crec, and unc 
at SI. OI:\Vc, IInrt Street, with cen tre IJoS'iCS decorated with the Ruval J\rlll s 

in CIHllllCl , nre especially illlcrcstin~. The boss of one or th e Sl I~n lhl'rill c 
Cree dishes is decorated with the Prince of \-Val es's (eatilc.:rs ill ellamel alld the 
letters C. P. Tbis church, it will be rcm embered , was ctJllsecrated hy Al'ch~ 
bi shop Laud whcll he was Bishop of Luud o ll, and vcry li kt.: iy these dj ,dlc ... 
were presented by I.(.illg Charles l. SI. Alklll, \Yuuel Street, IlllS 
four pewter dishes made ill the middle uf the eiglltcerllh centllry, also 
dt'COraled with the Royal Arllls ill ellalllel 011 tire Ilosses. (" ClHllllllllliulI 
Plat e uf lhe Churches in thl! City or Londoll," Ily I ~ dwill I"reshficld, jllll" 

[S~4 , ) 

III the parish chllrch (tit. l\rary) of I\lildellilall, SllfJ', lk, thc!re 
are two I)(!wter salvers with cC lltr:tl I,oss ill 1!lIallll ·1 I' e: lril!" ti, e 
coat or :lI'III S or Charl l.!s I., th e I,{oyal illiti" i, C .I{., :lIlllthe 
date 11I ,l s ; tl\( !s l ~ : 11' 1! II OW lI sl,, 1 a s allll ~- dl s hl! s . 

'1'0 those WilD kIlO W, it Illa tters III)t ; IlIlt to th ose 11'1,0 III 
happy i .~lIorall ce clillg to thl! h"l id Ihat all that is lI s" d III 
c iJlIrciles IlIlI St hl! of eccll!sias ti c;d UI i ,~~ ill, it is !I pa lllild dlltv t<> 
I,al'!! to insist th!lt sillce tile Hdl)J'lllat ioll, alllllJst CI'L!I')' hr:lll c il , 
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of church plate has been supplied 
Irol11 domestic sources, ~lIld in 
fairly nUlIlerous cases has pre
~ ulIlably served dOllleslic lVants 
before the trall~fer to church 
precincts. Chalices that once 
\\'ere ClIP~, patens that served as 
plale~, ILlgons that may have 
poured both water and wine, 
alms di~he s , basins, porringe r~, 
did doubl e · duty on board and 
c01lllllunion-table, anti for th e 
reason that the rubrics of the 
Hefonned Church did not demand 
an invariahle adh~rence to eccle
siastical 11lode ls. This latitude 
must, I believe, owe its origin to 
that clau,e in the Communion 
Service of th e First Prayer Book 
of Edward V 1., which says: 

Then shall the minisler lake so 
Illuch I3read and 'Vine, as shall suffice 
for the persons nppo)'nled to receive 
the holy Communiull, laiying the l.Hcad 
upon the cor~oras, or els in the paten, 
&r ill some C.//ltl' (oIJIIJi), 111)lill.~', prepared 
for the purpose. And pllllying ye wine 
into the Chalice, or c/s lit S/lIIIt.' /lIin) 
or (0 11 1JoII/ /Ill: (lIf. 

The italici~ ()d words r()pre~ent 
the np"n door through which 
I'a~sed the nlllllerous pieces of donlCstic plate, which in Illany 
part s of England still minist{'l" to eccle~iastic needs. In lhe 
Catholic Church, the alternative was nev er allowed with chalice 
or pateu, but we do find ill early wills, hest capcs, cloaks, 
etc., leLt to he trallsforllled illto vesllnellts; je\\'el~, gold a!ld 
~ilver plate to be IlIelted dowll fur 1I1e IlIaking of 1II1IIIstrallces, 
ciboria, etc. Perhaps tile lIIust rClllarkable bequest was 
the gift of Petrollella, Coulltess of Leices ter, who gaVf! 
her . beautiful hair, fro!1I which was to Ire suspellded the 
~ilver sallctuary lamp of St. Mary of the lVIeauows, the Abbey 
Church of Leicester. 

To tile sellsitivp. lIIilld, tilure is, 110 doubt, a di~tl1rbill" 
erred in the ecclesiastic:tl use of private or persollal belongings~ 
!>ut if the transfer !>e ullderstoud ill the light uf tire intentioll of 
tire dOli or, ulll c h lIf the repllguance, if 1 may use so ~trong a 
te rlll , \\'ill, of necessi ly, disappe;lr . Tire mental attitude of hiln 
wlro give~, anddhe llllderstandillg of Hilll wilo receives, lIIu~t of 
lIecessity ~uJl~rllaturalise Iroth giver aud gift. This is c(]ually 
true of Ca t Irol ic <lnt! Prot es lant. If, I Irerefore, the clause ill 
the Prayer Huok (,f: EdlVanl VI. i~ resp()lI~ihl,: for a certaill 
cOllfu~i(l11 of dOllle ~ tic allt! eccle~i;lsl ical \'e~~el~, it IIIUSt also be 
adlllitled tlrat it enalrled th e Irell e rlce llt parishioller to take frolll 
Iri s pri\'a te plate pieces of special !>eauty or interest to celebrate 
perlraps a !>eloved date, an event of importance, to pay an 
illdel>ledll"~s, po~sibly of gratitude, callillg for eager cOlIsum
lllation. ]{epen tallce, alsll, Iras opelled the Iralld of gencro~ity, 
;uld chalice~ IlIay ~I ill Ire poming atolH!lIlent for tmnsgressiolls 
unrecorded bllt in the Ilouk uf life. ANTONlO DE NAvARlw. 

HOME'-BRE'l) If7 00I)COCK 
N 'YH' HIGHl.lA 
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PATEN. 

is 011 the hOllleward I 
hOlll e-bred birds. 

voun~ woods an,1 coverts. The , 
ilOn lI'ard lIli~ration is dp-pen- / 
dent upon \\'(·:atlrer condiliol;< 
and \ he (i rst spell of 1}IIId 
weatll e ' ill tire nlonth of j}i,rch 

set them J411. the 
n the oth hand, move. 

so 

ring 
~prillg. 

',.,mtioll we must rely 

the -lighlall(h 
lhe 

'Ne m ' now cOllsider what takes place hen the breeding 
se Sal ollles to an end, and lIlust re meln r that two brood s 
are reared in the season. Thus the car I hatched broods lVill 
und lIbtedly be able to migrate. shoul they wish to do so, at 
least '\ 11I0nth before the late broo s can travel far. \Vith 
regard 0 the latter, they are gener' Iy shot in September and 
October, robably when the woods <Ire shot through for rabbits 
and black- 'allle. They will still I e in the neighbourhood of the 
hOll1e wher they were reared. T le early broods, however, have 
a curiolls kna 'k of uisappearir;g' few da ys before the woods are 
silot. Up tu a certain date-' Jneraliy about the end of July-
they may be seel /ligllting 0 I\'ell-defilled routes, uttering lile 
two notcs charac ' ri st ic of this periud-the croak generally 
followed by a s'luea. In lI1y opilliun, lhi~ energetic /lighting, 
ill whicil tile whole b · .lo s IlIay !>e seell taking part, is a pre
liminary to departur e, tl powers of th H young heing tes ted with 
a vieI\' to prolonged /lie< I No other th eo ry seellls to accollnt 
for it, cOllrling beinii 0 It o· the 'iue~tion at this se;lson. Night 
after uigillwe 1I1~\y w; ch tile 11 by th e light of a Sllllllller nlOOll, 
till at length tllere Ollles an evening wheu tile" ruad s 11 are 
deserted and the hun ~- bred cock I,\\'e gune. 

Two proprietor '-Olle in Inve ·nEss-sh ire, the otiler in Perth
sllire-·dcc id ed 10 s oat their hOllle-b ·d cocl; early in !\ Ugllst, as ill 
preceding years tl ey had lost thell1 al 19ctller by leaving thelll till 
Sep:enlber. Th, forll1er took a line of uns and beaters through 
a pine wood wit I deep bracken and birc , where a brge nUll1ber 
were knuwn to lave bred. The grollnd '. ' lS beaten closely with 
spaniels, and only one . woodcock was see. A few days later 
this gentlen In wen t to shoot with hi s friel d in Perthshire in 
woods whe e forty or fifty cuck could be sec any evening in 
July. Th y found only a few late broods, ch 'epers and their 
parents, hich were spared. At this tillle the \\ iter lIlade .the 
discove y that the hOllle-bred bird" had re turned t the wood in 
Inverr ess-shire or that anuther flight had appeare 1. I-Je then 
secu ··d about forty within a few days . In all pro ability the 
fac is that during August small flights of hOllle-bre cock are 
111 ving about the Highlands, but we are generally too u··y with 
g onse and deer to notice them. The woods are seldon beaten 
till later, probably at the worst time of all as regards woodcock, 

. ..... . 
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S
ALT! A breeze, a brine in the term; on lip and tongue 

a savour of the sea. Salt, a condiment, a remedy, a 
preservative; a symbol, a n adjective, a sacrament
the earliest trade routes astir with its world-wide 
distribution. 

fo'rom prehistoric days man has known the process of 
extracting salt from sea wa ter; probahly learned the secret 
of evapOl:ation from the saline deposits that rim the seaboards 
of the world. It must not be supposcd, however, that this 
phenomenon-nature ministering to man's delectation unasked
is conf"ine<i to coastal regions alone. In Cyprus, in the environs 
of Memphis, Phrygia, Cappadocia, in Bactria especially-all 
distant from the sea-lakes abound, their contents charged 
with brine. Perhaps the most bountiful of inland seas is the 
lake of Tarentum, whose waters in summer are transformed 
in("o salt. A metamorphosis. The sou l of the sea captive in 
a crystal shl'Qud. 

\Vhether the root-meaning of the term be condiment or 
preservative, it is from the parentage of both that sprang 
derivatives which outnumber the progeny of any other suh
stantive in the language-derivatives that correspond in number 
to the attributes of perhaps the most richly endowed mineral 
in nature. 

The use of salt as a condiment was not universal, but 
depended upon diet. Those who fed on milk and flesh, and 
consumed the latter raw or roasted in order not to lose its salts, 
needed no addition of sodium chloride. Those, however, who 
indulged a cereal, vegetable or boiled beef diet, required salt 
as a necessary adj unct. It will be seen, therefore, that the 
increaseq use of S<l.lt as a condiment coincided with an advance 
from nomadic to agricultural life. The important part played 
by the mineral in the 
history of commercc 
and reI i g i on had 
intimately to do with 
this advance: com
merce busying its 
trade routes with the 
transportation of the 
mineral fro m sea
board to inland 
markets; religion 
sanctifying a benefi
cent provision of 
nature; symbol a nd 
metaphor making of 
salt the emblem of 
purity, fidelity, hospi
tality, incorrnption. 
The trade routes (cor
seted in steel to-day) 
are sti ll plying with 
saline cargoes; but 
thc ways of thc world 
arc des b tu te noli' of 
ear ly sent iment : cx
ccpt in relllo te la nds 
saved f1"OIH civilisa
tion- gone the old 
traditions. Salt a 11<1 
incense, the chief 
economic a nd religious 
necessaries of the 
ancient world . Ince nse 
tIle fragmncc of 
vanished years, S;:llt 

the relish of animab 
and 111cn. "A s ub
stance dear to the 
g"ods 11 according to 
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SALT 
Hawthorne. Emblem of hospitality from earliest ages--IVherc 
now" the covenant of salt," the covenant meal which, presidcd 
over by the little crystal " round," confirmed agreement, seasoned 
obligation, " partook of a sacred character and created a bond 
of piety and guest friendship"? vVhere on our sumptuous 
boards to-day, what post for the ]\faster-Salt? Host at the 
upper table for undisputed centuries, servant now of the palate! 
In the immutable Church alone an enduring harbour for the 
legendary mineral: salt s till a sacramental necessity, an essential 
for consecration. 

The ill-omen attached to the spilling of salt is a supreme 
tribute to its importance; perhaps one of the oldest s uper
stitions in the world, and one of the most reasonable. - Its 
orig in dates probably from prehistoric times when the use of 
salt as a necessarv of life became relatively universal; its 
rationa le, to the exceptional virtues of t Ile mineral, and to its 

"sacred character. To spill salt was to waste what was costly 
and difticult to" obtain; to waste what was sacred in characte"r 
was to provoke divine retribution. The superstition may, 
therefore, be as universal as the use of the mineral itself, tradition, 
proverb and graphic art testifying to the fact . Perhaps the 
most notable and moving representation of the spilling of salt 
is to be found in da Vinci 's .. Last Supper," a standing salt 
overturned by Judas: .. Amen I say one of you is 
about to betray me ! " 

Consonant with the character and dignity of the mineral 
the salt-cellar was the most important article of domestic plate 
in the Middle Ages; the vessel ultimately honoured with the 
name of the mineral itself, .. the salt "-no other term of sufficient 
savour to define adequately the vessel which held the sacred 
commodity. The honour was not one of name only, but a 

distinct ion tha.t en
listed the hi/{Ilest 
endeavo urs of art (0 

perpetuate its unique 
importance. To the 
tradi tion each period 
made its obeisance, 
contribute(l its 
proudest expression of 
plastic beauty. 

Plato; .. divine 11 ill 
thc words of Homcr: 
11 a sac red pledge " 
to B yron; "some
thing lioly in salt" to PEWTER SALT WITH NAPKIN BRACKETS. CIRCA 1660. 

Of a ll domestic 
plate the standing-salt 
had the most sensitivc 
personality. However 
resplendent wit h 
preciom: vessels the 
cupboards of the great 
hall, " the salt " always 
occupied the post of 
hOllour in the cen tre 
of the upper table; 
host, condiment, social 
rt rbiter, exercising 
there i ts 111~' steri(}us 
sovere ignty. The latc 
Sir Charles Jacl;son 
contended that "a 
great deal of twaddle " 
had been writtell .. to 
1:he effect that the salt 
served to divide the 
lord and his nobl" 
guests from thc inferior 
guests and 111CIliais " ; 
bu t hi s dictulll has 
beell traversed by 
adverse pronounce
mcnts too numerous 
and documented to 
arlmit of argulllent. 
Dou btIcss, nccess i ty 
preceded cercnlOlIia l, 
savour before symbol; 
but the advent of 
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SALTS OF ABOUT 1640. 

" the salt" o n the upper t able establ ish ed a pale of priority in 
palace, cas tle a ncl manor house that p revailed undisp uted fo r cen
turies, "To sit above (or below) the salt " is a phrase of 
venerable significance, h a ll-marke(1 by p rove rbia l a doption. 

The st a nding-sal t hacl generally a cover to protect its 
contents; the s maller cella rs, in most cases, had none . T his 
a nomal y lI'as corrected about t he en,l o f t he Co mn1Onwca lt h 
per iod by a sa lt (in turn circu lar, sqllarc, octagonal) which h;\(l 
IIpo n its IIpper rim three, so nl ct imcs fOllr, sll per- imposcd hrac kets : 
little al"lllS strctching up for a napkin to hide the sacred minera l, 
to pro tect it fronl the indigniti es of da mp, dllst, inquisiti ve insects. 

In attendance IIpon tbe sta nding-salt (to ri gh t a nd le ft 
of the lord or llta s lc r Oil the IIpper lahle) ranged a numher of 
s lllaller cc llars at co n venient reac h o[ the dist ing lli shed gllests. 
Although of diminished h e ig h t a nd importa nce-coucha nt 
befo re the ir stalHling c hid- these s lnallrccep tacles were honollred 
hy specia l favoll r of lI w s il ve rs mill l. Their conte nts doubLless 
relained so mething of a symholic na tllre, the nea.!" presence of 
the standing-salt st ill radiating pa rcnla.! a llthority. Hut II'hen 
the minera l left its pos t o f honour in the cen t re of the upper 
tahle, it was a dep;lrtllre Jor practical service L1mt had 110 r e latio n 
with sy nlbo lic tradition. 1 t is proha hl e !:ha.t t1lCse attendant 
ce ll a rs were of kilull'ed like lless, a ga t.lle rillg o( fa lllily pieces. 
I t is the case, howeve r, lha.(-, a fter SI)()(lIIS, sa.lls were the mos t 
favoured of gi ft olTerings, and their a ppea rance upon tile upper 
tab le mi g h\,,~l'e ll Imve been tile callse of discordant congregat io n. 
I do not 1" ,10\\' of any sta nding-sal t (in the strict sense o ( the 
tt'l'm) in base Illetal , hilt in t he slllaller hahit;ltioll s sa lt-cellars 
in pewte r lI'en' to he fOllnd in nlllnhers , a n'prodllc tion of the 
s il ver model rai s in g the · hase lI'are to di s lillg lli s hed altitllde. 
The most ' illll'ort;lll t o[ lhese (with s llpe rilnposed brac!;cls) 
llli ght we ll h;I\'C assll lll ed the duties o [ soc ial a rhite r Oil ma nor
honse board , II'he re scat-i ng according lo priority was a lso fa it h
fllll y observed . Those at the lower tables mailltainc( l jea lously 
the ir o\l'n o rd e r of precedence, but without the intervention of 
the cellar . 1\ large a mount o ( sal t was already in the provisions 
of the IOll'e r c lasses. During fi ve or six months of t he year 
saHed m ea t alul fish lI'ere their chi ef food . Hoo t c rops bei ng 
u'nkno\\'n in media:val lim es, it wa s the habit lo kill tlw winter's 
meat in alltunln , and then" sa lt: it dOll'n." 

I{ece plac\es for tile holding of sa lt III lIS t , o b violls ly, h ave 
cxisted froln ea rli est: limes; bll t: Ihei r c harade I' is lost in the 
obscllril'Y of unn'co nll'd ~:e lllllri es. Thl' ~'a rlies l I, no\l'n Fnglish 
exa nlpk: in s il ve r is a standing-salt at: New Co llege, Oxford, 
presenl ed hy Ward en WaIter lIill ( 1.1 7.'i · ()2) . Of hOllr-g lass 
shape, and s\l'athed in la v ish o rn;l l11 enlation, it represents the 
s lIpre lll e regard for th e Illin (' ral pr(! \';dcll t: at that remote time. 
All ea rl y me ntio n of a sa lt-ce llar in base III cl a I occllrs in the 
records o( the I'c\\' tere rs' COIllIl<ln~' in lh e year 135 1 ; but I 
knnw o f no pC\\' l e r exa mple ea rlier t han t he seventeenth century 

-an interval o f nearl y three hundred years! The co mplete di s · 
appearance of all that obv io usly exis ted during t hose blank 
centuries is clue not only to the softness of the base m etal a nd 
to the us ury of time, but to a s ubconscious disregard for what 
is not of precious or permanent importance. Silver, on the 
contrary, h ad its co nstitution of precious meta l to ens ure 
longevi ty , ri g idity to guarantee duration, prec iousness to 
induce protect ive care. O ( la te r ce n ltlr ies-se \'enteent:h and 
eigh tee nth- pewter spccimens ex ist in numbers , occasionall y 
emerg ing fro m t he ir hiding II'hcn least ex pected : trencher-salts, 
rOllnd , octagonal, triangular, hexago nal ; Illastcr-salls of singu lar 
dist.inc tion; a variety of desi f(n exceeding that of any othel' 
pe\l'ter ute ns il , anlonf( them specimens which see m to have ha,l 
no preeedc nt in s il ve r . Fort llnal c ly, fell' exa mples s lIrvh'c 
to re present t he period of tripod allollHdies: decapilated heads 
c roll'ning amputated extremit.ies, footed frcaks \\'aiting bill for 
a s if( nal to hop ofT the la"'" in sea rch of the ir missing re llwillS. 
These standardised abortions sec m to have been spa red the 
humble ware, to have been reservc( l fo r precious metal dist inction. 

Despite its uni ve rsa lity , the cost o f salt in early days was 
very hi g ll. Obtained witll dirticlllty, it was used Witll corre
sponding thrift . As a condiment, a s ma ll a mount satisfic(l tile 
lll edia:val palate; an equa ll y s ma ll measure s llrticed to represcnt 
its sy mbolic mea ning and use. Those were pinch-of-salt d ays, 
the po int of the knife doing extempore duty for the sa lt spoo n, 
whicll was not to make its appearance until the cigh tee ntll 
century. As the costo f production a nd transportation diminished 
the size a nd number o[ ce llars increased ill co nformity with it 

growing d e m;tIld for the mine r;d . Il llt with lhi s incrcase in 
s ize was los t an early da intiness o f feature- the Ill easure of 
pionecr fruga lity . Tha t d cpart llre was lite nrst ma nifestal ion 
of a n evolution II'ld c ll lI'as eve ntllall y lo d espo il tlt e sla ndin g
salt of its o rti ci al cha racter. T wo facto rs co ntrihu ted to t hc 
ul t imate decay of a trad ition that for centuri es had lI'ithslood 
the co nv uls io ns of time: the groll'i ng abundance o( a commodity 
tllat had once been a d istinguished rarity, and a correspon(ling 
co nsumption of what in earl y days was partaken o[ in scrupulo us 
Illodera tion . Both abased the digni ty whi ch rarity and dis
c ret ion had won fo r tile precious mineral. A di s rcf(anl o ( its 
e mble ma ti c importance was t he inev itab le conscquence . 

The passing o ( t he s tanding-sal t sOllnded the Imell o ( 
sy mholic supremac~'. Arhitrary se ntine l, II'hose sO\'c rcign si lcnce 
had rlll ed fo r centuries t he upper table, \'o ice less IWII', ils aut llority 
at an c nd. O n important occasions sli ll upon t lte upper boa rd~ 

a lI'ork of art, no lo nger host. 
l-Iow dista nt t he days o [ sloll'-mo \'ing COll\'oys, o f legendary 

trad e routes. H ow rell tn lc the probity o[ ea rly h ospita lity, 
t he romance of early sy mholism. 

\Vlte re now the standing-sa lt ? The sou l o[ t he sea in a 
s ilver reliquary. A . DE NAVARIW . 
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