


SOME 
UNCOMMON 
EXAMPLES 

of 

OLD ENGLISH 
PEWTER 

By CYRIL C. MINCHIN 
Past President of the Pewter Society. 

"When el'ery blessed thing YOll hold, 

Is made of sill'er or of gold . 

YOll long for simple pewter." 

(W. S, GILBERT. The Gondoliers) 

ONE of the rarest Flagons remaining today, 
must be that shown at Figs, 1 and 2, This 
fine piece belongs to Little Bedwyn 

Church. in Wiltshire, 
Its height to lip is nine inches. with a base 

diameter of seven inches, Inscribed on the drum is 
as follows: 

"This flagon belongs to the Parish of Bedwin 
Parva in the County of Willts. and was 
bought by the said Parish in the year of 
our Lord 1682," 

The touch-mark on the handle is too worn to 
be identified. and of the so-
called hall-marks on the cover 
only a buckle is showing. but 
from similar shaped Flagons the 
maker was almost certainly John 
Ernes of London c, 1680 *(Mark 
No, 1566), The 
thing about the Flagon is, of 
course. the thumbpiece of eagles 
heads. shown to better advantage 
in Fig, 2, 

This Flagon gives an 
impression of sturdy and rugged 
strength. and the shape of the 
drum and lid must be considered 
as a definite type. 

Fig, 1. Rare Flagon from Little Bedwyn Church, 
Wiltshire. 1682. Height 9 in. Diameter 7 in, 

same eagle thumbpiece. and it would be interest­
ing to know if any others exist. 

A most unusual Flagon is shown at Fig, 3 of 
large proportions. it measures eleven and a half 
inches to lip and the base is six and three-quarter 
inches diameter. A very clear touch-mark is 
stamped inside the base. of George Kent of 
Lincoln *(Mark No. 5748). he was the father of 
John Kent of London, 

This Flagon can be dated to c. 1690. and is 
unusual in the ribbon-like handle. and again must 
be considered as a rare but definite type. as several 

similar are known by the same 
maker. 

In Rye Parish Church can be 
seen an identical Flagon with the 

Fig, 2 The interesting thumbpiecc 
of- eagles heads, Detail of Fig, 1. 

The following two photo­
graphs. Figs, 4 and 5. show a 
Georgian quart tankard made by 
Thomas Carpenter of London 
in about 1730 *(Mark No, 8Il), 
The medallion on the drum of 
the tankard commemorates a 
Dutch and English royal matri­
monial alliance, This shows the 
busts of a man and woman 
facing each other. surmounted 
by a crown. whilst the following 
wording. "Long live Prince and 
Princess of Orange" can be seen 
round the outer edge, 

The late Mr. Roland J, A. 

THE ANTIQUE COLLECTOR. Febrltary 1971 21 



· .. 
! . 

Fig . 3. An unusual Flagon of large proportions by 
George Kent of Lincoln. c. 1690.. Height 11 tin. 

Diameter 6t in. 

5helley did a great deal of research on this subject 
and the following information comes from his 
notes on the royal wedding. 

The Prince was William Charles Henry Friso, 
Prince of Orange, and younger brother of the 
famous William the Silent, and the Princess was 
Anna, Princess Royal of England, and eldest 
daughter of George n. The wedding took place in 
the Chapel Royal on March 14th, 1734, and the 
ceremony was dazzling in its magnificence, and 
Parliament showed its approval of the match, for 
it granted the Princess a dowry of £80,000 which 
was double the sum ever given before to a princess 
of the blood royal. 

It is said that George n only viewed the alliance 
from a political standpoint and had very little 
affection for his daughter. We are told that she 
had little beauty, that her figure was short and 
squat, that she was vain and ambitious, and once 
told her mother that she wished she had no 
brothers, so that she might succeed to the throne. 
So far, no eligible candidate for her hand had come 
forward, and the Prince of Orange, whom she had 
never met, was the best husband that could be 
found for her. 

At Fig. 6 can be seen a Master Salt of c. 1670, 
though unmarked, this type is extremely rare, 
and measures five and three-quarter inches at the 

Figs. 4. & 5. Front view and profile of a Georgian quart tankard by Thomas Carpenter of London in about 1730. 
The medallion on the drum commemorates the marriage of the Princess Royal and the Prince of Orange. 
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Fig. .6. .An octagonal Master Salt of c. 1670. 
Height 2:1- in . Diameter 5i in . 

base, and is two and a quarter inches high. The 
salt is octagonal in shape, \vith a small shallow 
depression for the salt, the edges are ca ble· 
moulded, and around the foot is a band of relief­
cast ornamentation. 

It is quite a rarity to find a Porringer with 
wriggle-work decoration as can be seen at Fig. 7. 
Ownership initials are on the handle , and on the 

Fig. 7. Porringer with wriggle II 'ork decoration . 
c~ 1690. Diamctcr- 5 in . 
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back of the handk, is the touch of an unknown 
pewterer with initials TR. It is five inches in 
diameter and would date to c. 1690. 

A fine large Flagon of c. 1685 is shown at 
Fig. 8 the hall-marks are those of W.W. *(Mark 
No. 6031) and would appear to be yet another 
definite type, for there are quite a few by the same 
maker. It stands nine and a half inches to the lip, 
and has a base diameter of six and a half inches. 
Note the bold sweep of the handle and the unusual 
terminal to it, the frontal projection to the cover 
is pierced and ribbon-like in character. 

The unusual Candlestick at Fig. 9 is marked 
on the sconce with makers initials J .T an 
unknown maker, but from identical silver candle­
sticks, this pewter one must date to about 1710. 
It is seven and a half inches in height. 

Elizabethan pewter and earlier pieces are of 
course of great rarity, and Fig. 10 must be of that 
period. This baluster measure with hammer head 
thumbpiece was discovered during building oper­
ations in London and is shown as excavated. It 
stands six and three-quarter inches to lip and is 
marked on the lip and lid with a heart surmounted 
by the Cross of Lorraine with initials Le. in the 
heart. It is suggested that the mark *(Mark No. 
1261) could well be the touch of a John Curtis, as 

Fig. 8. A fine Flagon of c. 1685. Height 91 in . 
- Base 6! in. 
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Fig. 9 An unusua l Candlestick with makers initi a]<; 
'.J .T." ., c. 1710. Height 71; In . 

Fig. 10. An Elizabetha n baluster measure discove red 
du~ing building operations in London . Height 6t ill. 

Figs. 11. & 11. A fine pair of engraved plates by Nicholas lackman of London who became ~1aster of the Pewtcrers 
Company in 1735 . Diam eter 8! ill. 
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it so closely resembles that of Sir Thomas Curtis 
*(Mark No. 1265). This John Curtis was the 
Pewterers' Company Beadle in 1555. and received 
an official allowance from the Company as the 
marker of lids for stone pots. It is possible that 
they were related . 

An extremely tine pair of engraved plates are 
shown at Fig. 11 and 12. These are eight and a 
half inches in diameter and are well marked with 
hall-marks on the rim and touch-marks on the back 
of Nicholas Jackman. London. *(Mark No. 2552). 
J ackman had leave to strike his touch in 1703 and 
became Master of the Pewterers Company in 1735. 

Ta vern Pots can be of great interest to collectors 
and Figs. 13 and 14. show possibly one of the finest 
yet discovered. This example of the pewterer's 
craft· sfariCls seven inches to the lip. and is 
inscribed : 

"J ohn Little att ye Horse & Jockey in 
Reading: 99" (Ninety-nine being: the last year 
of the hth Century~) - , 

Above the inscription can al so be seen the very 
terse statement: 

"If sold stole", 
thus giving the sOllvenir hunter of that time little 
chance of disposing of his booty. 

Stamped close to the handle will be noticed the 
Arms of Reading. proving that the capacity of the 
pot had been checked for accuracy by a local 
official. This mark together with a crowned W.R . 
(not seen in the photograph) is evidence that these 

Fig. 13. A Tavern Pot by the Reading pe\Vter~r Henry 
Frewin. 1699. H e ight 7 in . 
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verification marks were stamped in the reign of 
William Ill. 

Very few of these unlidded tavern pots remain. 
they were made of fine quality metal. and in many 
cases were inscribed with the name of the landlord 
and his inn. thereby adding considerably to their 
interest. The broad bands around the drum. may 
possibly claim descent from the iron bands used on 
the wooden vessels which preceded them . 

Of great interest is the pewterer's touch-mark 
which is struck inside the bottom of this pot. The 
mark shows a blackamoor 's head with the initials 
H.F. in a small beaded circle. Research on the 
subject suggests that this must be the mark of 
Henry Frewin. a Reading pewterer who was born 
in 1635. and died in the early part of the 18th 
century. 

His 'father. also Henry. born in 1598 and dead 
in 1664. was likewise a Reading pewterer. and he 
seems to have been a man of some importance in 
the town. The Worshipful Company of Pewterers 
record that Henry Frewin senior \vas apprenticed 
In 1612 to William H llrdman of London for eight 
years . In the Reading Corporation records is 
noted : 

" Friday. 17th September. 1624-At this daye 
Henry Frewin being: a freman of London and 
there' using the tn~'de of pewterer. makinge 
pewter. reqllcsteth his freedome of this 
to\\"lle. being: here borne and here to use 
his trade." -

Fig. 14. The inscription on th~ Pot showing the name 
of the inn with the admonition " If sold stole". 
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Fig. 15. A footed Plate. c. 1670. The foot is practically identical in shape and moulding to that of Fig. 6. 

It seems almost certain that his request was 
granted and that he commenced his trade as a 
pewterer in Reading in that year, for in 1628 he 
has John Pearse apprenticed to him for seven 
years, and John Wilder in 1635 for a similar period . 

The Corporation records show that he was 
elected Mayor on August 29th, 1653. For some 
time he lived in James Winch's house in Friar 
Street, he was there in 1649, and his name appears 
in St. Laurence's Hearth Tax return in 1663. 

Both father and son may have had some interest 
in re-casting the bells of St. Laurence's Church. 
The Church records show that at a meeting of the 
parishioners on May 29th, 1662, it was "Agreed 
that the five bells in the steeple be made into eight 
tunable bells". Among those present was Mr. 
Henry Frewin. Again a year later in 1663, "Item 
paid Mr. Frewin for tinn put into the Bells 
£8 13s. Od," . 

Some fine well-wrought pewter dishes have been 
found in Berkshire with Henry Frewin's touch. 
Two are dated 1679 and 1683, with yet another in 
Reading Museum dated 1690. 

The footed Plate at Fig. 15 must date to about 

The Royal Academy have announced that they 
intend to hold an exhibition of Nine Flemish 
Painters 1880-1950 from September 25 to 
November 21, 1971 in the Main Galleries. The 
selection will include works by Ensor and Permeke. 
Following th~ Secession exhibition it would appear 
that the Academy is developing a late 19th century 
European slant, but it is probably necessity rather 
than policy. 

26 

1670, note the foot which is practically identical 
in shape and moulding to the Salt at Fig. 6. This 
octagonal foot is also seen on many of the 17th 
century Candlesticks and must have been very 
popular. This piece has wriggle-work engraving 
on the plate, but is not marked. 

No longer is it possible to visit a scrap metal 
dealer's yard and buy a sack full of pewter plates 
and pots, thrown on to the scales and purchased 
by weight at Is. 6d, a pound. There are, however, 
still many early and interesting pieces of pewter 
yet awaiting discovery and recognition, and 
although a great deal of the finest is now in 
famous collections and museums, rare pewter will 
continue to be found by the zealous collector. 

In conclusion, there is about old pewter a 
simplicity of contour and colour, and a certain 
restfulness and homely charm, so very difficult to 
describe, but always there for the enjoyment of the 
pewter lover in leisure hours. 

• Mark Numbers, have reference to those given in 
H. H. Cotterell's "Old Pewter, its Makers and Marks". 

Photographs by: Ash/Oil, troolhamptolJ , Berkshire. 

Legacies and gifts received by the National Trust 
in 1970 are the highest for any year with the 
exception of the record year 1967. The Trust has 
specially benefited during the past twelve months 
from "free" gifts, that is legacies not tied to any 
particular property. There were 160 of these, 
mainly small or medium sized, the two largest 
being £47,000 and £20.000. The total of "free" 
gifts ~amounts to £295 ,000. 

THE ANTIQUE COLLECTOR, February 1971 




