












OLD PEWTER WINE ?\TEASURES 

Ftg. tL :\ tine series of .. double \'01 ,He " wine meamres, fro .n tne k gill to the ga llon. Circa I 

' In the rO//fetion of ,"vIr. R. ,W. Cooper, .Vollingham. ) 

b\' \\'hich the handle is fixed to the base of 

the drum IS generally round In this type. 

The name "double \-olute" for the last of 

English lidded balusters is gi\-en for reasons which, 

it is thouaht. will be ob\-ious to the reader. In 
co: j _Inct:;n this thumb-piece is akays found 

a shaped ornamentation upon the lid in the form 

of a fl eur-de-lis. I n the smaller sizes \ the half-gill 

and sometimes the gill ; the design is encased in a 

diamond-shaped outline, but in the half-pint and 

laraer sizes the fleUl' -de-lis is cut out and is free 

of border. This lid ornamentation and the 

thumb-piece itself are well shown in fig. 7 upon 

a pint size 'example. :\ot only does this specimen 

display the wording ;; OLD but it has 

the apothecaries' sign denoting I -pint engra\-ed 

abO\'e it. Its caJ=acity is Iqrcs. flu ;d ounces. 

The normal handle for this type forms a greater 

cun-e than that on pre\-ious types, and the scroll 

flourish finishes with an enlarged tip, rather like 

a ball. The 'connecting strut at the base, where 

the handle fits against the drum, is finished off by 

a diamond-shaped section which presents a larger 

surface for fixing than does the circular piece used 

in the former types; and this also adds much to 

the attracti"eness of the piece as a whole. 

Rare exceptions (as that in fig . 6) ha\-e been 

noted \\·here the handle strut on "bud" type 

balusters has the diamond lozenge and, similady, 

some ,; double "olute," measures ha\'e been seen 

\\'ithout it (and, incidentally, also with a plain 

handle ), but all these may be looked upon as 

exceptions to the rule and are probably merely 

transi tional types_ 
The larger sizes with" double \'olute " thumb-

pieces, such as the gallon and half-gallon, are 

sometimes found with the shield terminal to the 

handle, as described in connection with the 

" bud" series. This will be seen la be the case 

in the largest size measure in fig. 8. 
of" double yolute " type \\'ere made 

in England from circa 17.f0 la \yell into the first 

quarter of the 19th century. 

(To be conlinued) 

All numerical references to pewterers ' marks to [hose fuund in 

H. H. Conerell's Old Per:.:ter, its .\fakers and .Harks, 1929 . 

QCEE:'\ !l's PORCEL,\!:,\ 

QCEE:'\ l\IARY !l 's collection of porcela in at HamplOn 

Court is an article ot wide interc.st in .the TransactiJns 

for 19-t9-50 of the Onental CeramIC Society. -t8. Danes 

Street. \\-.1. (cost to non-members £2). The author. Anhur 

Lane.'contrasts l\[acaula,,'s biased comment on this porcelain. 

;; a ,,'ast collection of hideous images," with Sir ChrislOp l;er 

\\-ren 's compliment lO Her ., t,:ste." Tnis 

remains perhaps the ?ldest collection of ItS kind In England. 

Other articles in this Issue are on Chmese Pora/al1lfrom ..!rdabd 

in the Teherall .\JIISflllll. b\' Dr. Bahrami, Proto-Porcelaill 

alld J'iieh Irare. by Karlbeck, The Problem of Chillese 

C/oisolllli Ellame/s, b" Soame Jenyns. and Tillfoi/ as a Decoratioll 

011 Choll POllfl)" by Dr. Isaac :'\ewlOn. 

* * * 
THE STORY OF THE E);GLl5H COl);AGE. By Peter Seabv. 

(B. .-\. Seaby Lld .. 65 Great Portland Stree t, \\'. i . 
IOS. 6d. or SI ' 50. , 

AT a low price, Seaby" the coin. specialists. 

produced an excellent short Introduction 10 a Illstory 

of the English coinage, su itable for those who 

beginning their stud" of numismatics . The series COinS 

described begins with Celtic ring money. and ends wJlh the 

coins of George \ 'l. The coinage of Elizabeth I WIll be 

studied this year ",ith special Interest. Clear hne draWings 

throughout make identifica tion easier. 

',.1 
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MEASURES 
PART II 

B\' RO)JALD F. )'IICH.\ ELI S 
H o" . Librarian of the S ociefy of Pt "~'k" (" ,--,111 0 " , .' 

(Part! was published ill the FebrualJ 1953, 
issue of THE A:-;TIQ.CE COLLECTOR.) 

I
~ the first part of this article I dealt with 
the five main types of English lidded 
baluster-shaped wine measures. There yet 

remain the few lidless "arieties of English and 
other balusters to be dealt \\-ith and, of course, 
the recognised types of coyered Scottish measures 
of baluster form. 

There is the possibility that some of the 
later types of measures usually associated with 
England (such as those pre,-iously illustrated 
with "bud " and "double "olute" thumb­
pieces) ,,-ere also made in Scotland but, if this 
were the case, it ,\-ould seem tha t they \\'ere 
made for use either in England or on the 
border. ~one which can be definitely linked 
with Scottish pewterers is knO\n1 to me. 

Scottish measures for both \\'ine and other 
liquids were frequently of different capacities 
from our own until the Imperial standard was 
uniyersally adopted. Although ordained in 
Scotland in 1707 that all measures should 
henceforth conform to English standards, it 
seems to have been difficult to impose uniformity, 
and for some considerable time both the old 
Scottish standard and the Imperi al were in use 
side by side. Eyentually uniformity \\'as 
obta ined, and measures \\'hich had prn·iously 
been made to units of the Scottish standard 
\\-ere marked and knO\\"I1 for " 'hat they really 
contained; for example, the Scottish pint 
consisted of three English (or Imperial ) pints 
and, similarly, the half-pint and quarter-pint 
contained one and a half and three quarters 
Imperial pints, respectiyely. 

The full table of Scottish measures is as 
foll o\\'s, and it is interesting to compare thi s 
with the ta bl es shown earlier: 

Imperial Standard 
T upynett , or Scots Pint I con-

tains 3 Imperia l pints ) 60 Huid oz. 
C hopin (contains q Imperi a l 

pints) 30 " 
THE A:-.iTIQ.UE COLLECTOR, .-lu!:ust, 1953 

Fi~ . 9. ~c" : li,l l " l J ~dl and bar !' n) (' .:t'U f e , 31 in. HJ lip. 
(i',a 18(11'. 

\IUl lhkin cIJnlain; i Imperial IlIljJaial Standard 
pints 15 fluid oz. 

J; \Iulc hkin I':J 

SCO I S Gi ll. (,r 1 \I Ulchkin 3·75 
SCOI S :2 G lass -+ 
S COI S G lass .) 

).[ eaSlln> , p~lnicl1larly Tappit Hens, \\'ith 
amended capaci ti es indicated thereun. are 
frequently f(Jlll1ci we!a\". In the "Titer's 
co llection l ~ a Sc olti ~ h quarter pll1t or 
)'[ut chkin Tappit H en marked ··3 I.G ." 
(3 Imperi a l gil b , and a Scottish gill ba luster 
marked ·'1 J. S. ·· Three quarters of Imperia l 
standard . 

I n this ("I,nll eniun \\"C l11a\ ' ll utt that the 
la te \lr. l.. I ll glcby \,'U(Jc! \\TulC: .. During 
the year 18:2(j an .-\ ct \\· a ~ passed \\-hich urdered 
the retailc-r~ ut" liquids to cunfurm tu th e 
Engli sh q ,lllcLtrd (Jf m easurc ,; . but a lh.J \\"('d th e 
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Fig, 10 , Scottish "emhr.o-shell" haluster. 4~ In, to lip, 
Circa 1820, 

old Scots measures to be still used in the local 
to\\'n, provided they were painted or marked 
in a suitable manner to show the proportions 
they bore to the standard measures, copies of 
\\'hich standard measures \\'ere to be ginn to 
the town authorities, This Act does not seem 
to haye worked in the manner that was 
intended, and there must haye been constant 
muddling of the two standards, for another 
Act was passed in 1835 \vhich made it a 
punishable offence for anyone to sell liquids 
by any other measure than those conforming 
to the English standard,"6 

This indicates that measures with amended 
capacities are at least, earlier than the date 
when the Imperial standard was eventually 
adopted; how much earlier, of course, one 
must judge from the characteristics of the piece 
in question, 

There are at least two essentially Scottish 
types of baluster measures, both late in their 
order of appearance, 

These are (i) the "Ball and Bar" (to 
distinguish it from the English "Ball and 
Wedge ") shown in Fig, 9 and (ii) the" Embryo 
Shell ", (in Fig, 10), The" ball and bar" 

(6) "Scottish Pewten\·are and Pewterers," p. 123. 

(7, op , cit" p, 134, 
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made its appearance slightly before the 
" embryo shell", and \\'hereas the former does 
not appear to ha\'e been made much later 
than circa 1800, the latter \\'as still being made 
as late as 1860, Both types ha\'e a plain curved 
handle, some\\'hat lighter in construction than 
that on the English " bud" bal usters; and the 
circular strut which fixes the lcJ\\'Cr end of the 
handle to the body is almost ah\'ays longer 
and thinner than that on English measures, 

The "embryo shell" is su named for its 
likeness to a cockle shell \\'hich has not yet 
acquired the familiar ridges , and , for \\'ant of 
a better description , the name has persisted 
among collectors, I t is not particularly well 
chosen, howe\'er, for , although \rith a stretch 
of imagination, one can apply it to those 
thumb-pieces \\'hich are quite round when 
view~d from the front, it does not adequately 
descnbe a frequently found \'ariation which is 
~ar more akin to an im'erted trenching spade 
111 shape, an example of \\'hich is sho\\'n in the 
drawing at Fig, 11, 

This particular shape does not appear to 
have received special mention b\' am' writer 
other than Ingleby \\'ood, \\'ho gi\:es a drawing 
of~he thumb-piece of one then in his possession,' 
It IS thought that other \\Titers may ha\'e come 
across specimens \\'ith the edges 'so worn by 
usage that there \\'as little apparent differenc~ 
between it and the true "embryo shell", 7 

The ridged \\'edge-shaped mould'ing, which 
continues from the .. spade" to a point about 
the middle of the conI' is almost identical \\'ith 
that on English " bud" measures. 

It seems to me that \\'e should consider this 
a distinct type and I tentati\'elv ai\'e to it the 

, '" 
name" Spade" thumb-piece as being the most 
nearly descripti\'e. This latter type seems to 

Fig. 11. Dra\\'ing of 
.. Spade" thumb-piec(' 
on Scottish baluster 
m('asures . Circa 1830-50. 
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be the latest of the three, and has been found 

on balusters which one would hesitate to date 

earlier than circa 1850 or so. 
One feature which seems to stand out in all 

Scottish baluster measures is that they are 

slightly more symmetrical in their cun'es than 

those of England. 
the measure in Fig. 
vary greatly in the 
sweep of the curves 
at both top and 
bottom, and one 

might say they 
have more indi­
viduality because 
of it. The Scottish 
balusters, too, differ 
from their English 
cousins in the nature 
of the incised lines 
round the drum 

and upon the lid . 

This is well illustrated in 

10. English balusters may 

cumpletes the list so far as that country is 

concerned. This is of the normal body 

formation, but bears a cO\'er such as is not 

found on any other type of measure in Scotland 

ur else\\·here and, in addition, there is a lip to 

each of the four specimens known to me. 

That illustrated at Fig. 12 is of quart 

capacity (old English \\·ine standard), and 
there can be no 
doubt that this 
particular specimen 
\\'as intended to be 
used for wine, for 
it bears upon the 
front the engraved 
\\'o rding "'Wine 

Company of Scot­
land" . 

TheScottish body 
decoration is usuallv 
two thin lines 
around the drum 
above the handle 
fixture point and a 
further t\\·o thin 
lines below this 
point. In English 
measures these two 
sets of lines, when 
they appear at all, 
are decidedly 
deeper and are 
placed closer 
together. 

fig , 12, An unusu~1 I'-P" ut' d,,;n,'· liddcd Scottish measure, ",ith 

.. embryo-shell .. lhumb.pi ... ·,·. d in. "'TraIl. Circa 1825 , 

I t has not been 
possible to find any 
commercial under­
taking having 

exis t ed wi th this 
title and it is 
thought that the 
wine "company" 
was, in reality, the 
con\'ivial associa­
tion of wine 
drinkers. Another 
almost identical 
specimen in the 
collection of Dr. R. 
Blake :\1arsh, at 
Bedford, bears the 
engraved legend, 
"~UNC EST 

BIBEXDUl\I" or, 
literally, "Now is 

The three earliest 
types of English baluster measures are usually 

devoid of all incised ornamentation on the 

body, so are the" double \'olute" measure,,, 

as a general rule. 
Scottish balusters ha\'e a lid feature \\ hich 

is a n improvement on that used elsewhere: it 

takes the form of a raised flange which run , 

around the inside of the lid to prevent it frol1l 

sliding from side to side when closed and I 

cannot think of any essentially Scotti~;/1 fl a [­

lidded measure where this feature c1oe~ IHl[ 

appear. 
One fllrther Scottish lidded baluster measure 

the time to drink". \ "hilst the former piece 

i" de\'oicl of maker's marks, the latter bears 

the mark of William Scott, of Edinburgh 

Cott. :\0. + 191 ), a pewterer who obtained 

his Freedom in 179+. 
I \\'ould hazard a guess that these pieces 

\\ere made and used during the period circa 

I HOO-26. 
Before closing the chapter of Scottish lidded 

Illcasures, it may be as well to mention that, 

in addition to the capacities mentioned on 

p~tgc 165, Scottish measures, of one sort or 

another, are kno\vn in the following sizes: 
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Fig. 13. L~ft 1.-\ I Earl,· English tidless type, wine-pint capacity, with unslotted hinge-lug . .5t in. to lip. Circa 167.5. 
Right I B .-\nolher early Engli~h type, of similar capacity, Si in. to lip. Circa 1690-1720. 

Imperial Standard 
English Quart, containing -to fluid oz. 
English Pint, containing 20"" 
English t Pint, containing la" " 
English 1 Pint, containing 5"" 
English k Pint, containing 2t"" 
In making this reference it is not intended 

to imply that Scottish balllster measures have 
been found in all these capacities; for example, 
I ha\'e yet to find a Scots pint or a Chopin 
capacity measure in true baluster form. 

In the foregoing pages account has been 
taken only of lidded baluster measures. One 
must not o\'erlook the fact that during most of 
the period in ,,-hich balusters were in use there 
was a demand for the identical measure without 
a cover. 

Examples are known of unlidded measures 
bearing the characteristics of most of the types 
described previously. It is possible to classify 
them by features other than the thumb-piece, 
and to date them ,,-ith reasonable accuracy. 

In all cases the bodies of the lidless measures 
are identical with those of the lidded varieties 
and they vary only in the handles, on which 
may sometimes be found the hinge lug, cast in 

its normal position, at the top of the handle. 
Where this is to be seen, it is as it came from 

the mould and has not been slotted or grooved 
for the insertion of the mo\-able section of the 
hinge which was an integral part of the thumb­
piece casting, nor is it drilled for the hinge-pin. 

The lidless pint-size measure shO\\'I1 at 
Fig. 13 (a) is either of late "hammerhead", 
or possibly early" bud " type, circa 1675, and 
is an exceedingly fine and rare specimen. It 
was found in Cornwall, ha\'ing been exca\,ated 
from a disused well. " 'hen found, its surface 
had a very hard i.ncrustation of oxide, such as 
might be expected to appear on a piece of this 
age, before the admixture of larger proportions 
of lead in the metal. 

This piece shows the unslotted hinge lug 
referred to earlier. The only other early lidless 
specimens with similar hinge lug of which I 
have any knowledge is that shown in CottereIl's 
Old Pewter, its Makers and "Harks, plate XLIX (e), 
and is stated to be then (1929) in the Richardson 
Collection. This collection was later bequeathed 
to the Truro :Museum, and is , doubtless, to be 
seen there still. 
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For some obscure reason Cotterell called 

this the "Aberdeen type of lidless Scottish 

baluster", but he goes on to explain that it 

bears the touch of " \\". P." dated 1663. 

This mark is struck on the London touch­

plate (No. 73) and is almost certainly the small 

" spoon touch" of \Villiam PettiYer of London, 

who died in 1680. There are no grounds 

,,"hatsoever for attributing this measure to 

Aberdeen or, for that matter, eyen to Scotland. 

Certain lidless "Tappit-Hen" and "Pot­

bellied" measures, belieyed to be made in 

the yicinity of .-\berdeen, bear an unslotted 

hinge-lug, and one can only assume that 

Cotterell deriyed his title from this source. 

At Fig. 13 (b) I sho,," another English 

unlidded specimen; this also is a \,"ine-pint 

The next illustration sho,,"s three varying 

types: that on the left is of 1 glass capacity 

(i .e., 2 fluid ozs.) and could be of English, 

Irish or Scottish origin. The probability is, 

however, that it is Scottish because of its 

unusual capacity. The metal is, ne\"ertheless, 

far inferior to that normally employed 111 

Scottish ware. 
It bears a handle of plainer style than on 

any former type, and this is groo\"ed at the 

lower extremity; there is a tongue-shaped 

moulding at the top. 
The middle measure is of i-pint \ Old English 

\\"ine Standard) and bears a handle terminal 

normally associated \,"ith ;; double yolute" 

types. This measure also has the tongue­

shaped moulding at the top of the handle. 

Fig. 14. Left (A) Scottish I ? ) •• one glass" capacity. 2 ~ in. to lip" Circa 1800" Centre B Sc()ttish ,,"ine measure. pint , 

4k in. to lip. Late 18th century. Right l e ) Scottish wine pint. 5 in" to lip" Cire" 182.1" 

measure, of " bud" period, circa 1690-1720, 

and shows an unusual handle terminal. This 

has been found only on baluster measures by 

a maker whose mark can be seen upon the 

lip. The mark is of a heavy five-pointed star 

with the initials "T. A .. " below, the \,"hole 

enclosed in a small beaded circle. The mark 

is hitherto unrecorded. 
NIr. Cyri l C. ~-linchin, of Reading, has a 

wine-quart measure, with co\"er and "bud" 

thumb-piece, bearing this mark and with the 

same ridged and uptilted handle terminal. 
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This piece has all the features which we 

have come to associa te \,"i th Scotland (compare, 

for example, with the lidded measure shown 

in Fig. 10, and note the symmetrical curves 

and the double incised rings aboye and below 

the handle fixture )" 
The third, and largest, measure in Fig. 14 

is of wine-pint capacity (16 ·6 fluid ozs.) and 

again, bears the body characteristics of Scottish 

types, but a handle termina l of quite distinct 

form. There are features in the turning on 

the base ""hieh are similar to other Scottish 
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Fig. 15. Lift (A ) .\ set of four Irish lidless anrl handle- l.e55 baluster measures, t pint to 1 gill. Early 19th century. 
Rig"! I B I Three vanant types of Irish measures. 

pieces, and I am confident that this measure 
can be safely attributed to that country. 

The only other known examples of this 
flattened and tight-soldered terminal are upon 
Irish "Haystack" measures, and in some 
baluster measures of this type one is tempted 
to attribute them to Ireland. In the latter 
case, however, the metal is much poorer than 
in the specimen shown, and no incised lines 
appear on the body. Of all those I ha\'e seen, 
both of Old English Wine Standard and 
Imperial Standard, I would not place any of 
them earlier than the first quarter of the 19th 
century. 

Lastly, we come to the well-known Irish 
lid less and handleless measures, known locally 
as " l\oggins ". This appellation is actually a 
colloquialism for gill (or i-pint) and the name 
is common to both Scotland and Ireland. 

These measures are made normally in 
four sizes, viz., the i-pint, i-pint, i-pint and 
is-pint (Imperial) and are usually sold in 
these sets. 

There are variations in the contours, and a 
notable fact is that the smallest size is almost 
invariably of a different pattern, such as may 
be seen in the fourth specimen from the left 
of those shown in Fig. 15. 

The three measures to the right of this set 
are also Irish, and are interesting for the reason 
that, in two of them, the word (; I\AGGIN " 
has been used instead of the more familiar 
" Noggin" or " Gill" . 
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They arc inscribed respectively, from left to 
right , "IMPERIAL .l\AGGI:\"" (i.e., i-pint); 
;, S~IALL NAGGI:,\" (capacity 3i fluid ozs. 
Imperial) and also the initials" C. C." divided 
by a small six-pointed star, which is thought 
to indicate a measure used in either County 
Cork or County Clare. The last is marked 
merely " hlPERIAL ", and is found to contain 
2i fluid ozs. and is, thus, of i-gill (or i-noggin) 
capacity. 

The first and third of the latter group have 
an everted lip, whereas the other (as also the 
preyious set of four) haye plain rims. 

Xone of these bears a maker's mark, although 
the Crowned" X " does appear on the smaller 
t\\·o in the first set. The mark is set in a 
cartouche similar to that used by J oseph Austen 
& Sons, of Cork, and the measures may well be 
by this prolific firm of pewterers. The date of 
these measures would be circa 1800-50. 

In this article I ha\'e endeavoured to show 
at least one specimen of each type of baluster 
measure so that collectors may make some 
attempt at classification of their own pieces. It 
is not possible to say whether any or all of these 
types were made in a full range of sizes. 

Perhaps some Scottish reader has more 
information on this point. 

[The illustrations in Part 1/ are, with one exception, 
from specimens in the author's collection. 

The measure shou/n at Fig. 1.j (c) has been photo­
graphed b] kind permission of A1r. Harold Casimir, of 
London,] 
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