
























APOLLO 

which-from its peculiar shape-can be mis­

taken for no other. It is in. in height, 

and 8! in. to the lip, and is in perfect condition. 
And now we come to another of the gems 

of this fine collection, in the form of a " York" 

flagon of the coveted acorn shape, Fig. XXX, 

and one of the very best of its type. 
Its very size-I3 in. in extreme height, with 

a 5i in. base-is impressive, as are many of 
its other features. The thumbpiece is identical 

with that upon the flagon in Whitbeck Church, 

Cumberland, and which dates back to circa 1640. 

It is of the " Heart and leaf-spray" type, the 

obverse and reverse of which I have drawn 

in Fig. XXXI, but of a very crude and early 

form, for it seems to have been cut from a 

piece of solid flat metal fully in. in thickness, 
and the pattern cut into it, back and front, 

with a narrow gouge. Consider all its details : 

the ball-knop-owning kinship to those in 

Figs. XVI and XVIII, the extreme severity 

of its lines, this early type of thumbpiece , the 

total absence of decorative mouldings. All 

these features do make one pause and think 

if here we have not the father of all York 

flagons, and if it is not time to reconsider the 

dates allotted to Edmund Harvey (No. 2185)-

circa 1700-50-whose small, bird mark is 
struck within the base of this flagon. Are 

they correct? Is it not possible that Harvey's 

father used this touch before him, as we know 

\vas the case with the Durand family? All 

the features of this fine flagon point to a date 

earlier than 1700, and at that one must leave it 
until more light is found concerning the 

Han'ey family. 
I turn from this priceless thing to conclude 

the present notes with a piece of much more 

humble lineage, in the form of a late, but 

perfect example, 8 t in. in height, of the 
" Oxford" ale flagon, shown in Fig. XXXII. 

Apart from the fact that it is in such a fine 

state of preservation, and has the unusual 

distinction for its type of being" touched "­
this type usually is unmarked-it would not 

find a place in the collection at all. And yet, 

who shall say that the piece is devoid of merit? 

\'\'ell proportioned, splendidly wrought, emin­

ently purposeful, and bearing the small round 

mark of Sir George Alderson (No. 38)­
circa 1820-1 consider there is ample justi­

fication for its inclusion. 

( To be continued) 

Fig, XXX I! THE" OXFORD" :\LE 

\\'irh m :lrk "f Sir Gcorge .-\IJerson, Circ,1 I 
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GREAT PEWTER COLLECTIONS 
PART TWO: TREASURES IN THE 

ROLLASON COLLECTION (PART Ill) 
By The Late HOW ARD HERSCHEL COTTERELL, F.R.Hist.Soc. 

Fig. XXXIII. PEWTER l\lEASL"RES DISPLAYED o~ AN OLD OAK" TRIDARN" 

F
OLLOWING on from the Flagons 
which we were considering in Part 11, 
we come to another and equally im­
portant section of the collection in its 

fine series of Measures, some of which-the 
" Tappit-hen" and "Haystack" types-are 
shown in their present permanent setting upon 
the fine old" Tridarn", dated 1714, in the 
Hall, to the right of which, upon and above 
the old chest within the stairs recess, are copper 
and steel work. See Fig. XXXIII. 

Behind the upper grooved moulding of this 
tridarn, as also on the court cupboard shown 
in Part 11, Mr. Rollason has very cleverly fixed 
a strip-light, which, when switched on, adds 
greatly to the charm of the contents within the 
upper recess. 

SI 

ENGLISH 1\tlEASURES 
Turning from this to our study of individual 

pieces, the first to claim attention are the two 
" wedge "-type baluster measures shown in 
Fig. XXXIV, probably two of the finest pieces 
whjch have come down to our time. The 
larger of the two with its lid raised-which was 
exhibited at the Daily Telegraph Exhibition of 
Antiques and \X'orks of Art, Olympia, 1928-
and illustrated in my " Old Pewter: Its Makers 
and Marks," has an extreme height of si in. 
and4lin. to ;r the lip. Upon the cover, 
struck four times, is Mark No. SS54B1, 
circa 1500, hR and upon the lip, the crowned 
hR, as 

I Mark numbers have reference to those given in my "Old 
Pewter: Its l\1akers and l\1arks." 
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Fig. XXXIV. THE WEDGE BALUSTER, EARLIEST 
OF EKGLISH ,\lEASURES. Circa 1500 

The smaller one, of the same period, has 
an extreme height of 3} in. and is 2 ~ in. to 
the lip, with the same mark struck three times 
upon its cover. Whether this is a maker's 
touch or a house-sign, it is impossible to state 
with certainty; but Capt. Sutherland-Gn:eme 
has a broad-rimmed dish where on it appears, 
which seems to point to the former. 

Another very beautiful pair of the succeed­
ing "hammerhead" type are illustrated in 
Fig. XXXV. These also were illustrated in 
my book, already cited, as also in my " Pewter 
Down the Ages," and exhibited at Olympia. 
The larger bears upon its .'~" lip-rim Touch 
No. 5560, dated 1670, faJ~ and alongside 
it a crowned C. while the !C ) 0 w n e r s hip 
initials HHE are struck three ......... times upon the 
cover and once upon the handle. Those same 
ownership initials appear once upon the cover 
of the smaller vessel, which has no other 
marks, but from a comparison with the larger 
one, it is obvious that both were made by the 
same maker. The extreme height of the larger 
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Fig. xxxv. A:t':'D THE SUCCEEDI~G " HAMMER­
HEAD." Circa 1675 

is 6~ in. and 5 ~ in. to lip, and of the smaller one, 
5 in~ and 4t in. respectively. 

The collection boasts yet another example 
of this rare type in the fine example shown in 
Fig. XXXVI. The lower terminal of the 
handle has suffered damage, perhaps by fire. 
Its height is 5 in. overall, and 4 in. to lip. 
The ownership initials SE are struck upon 
the cover, and the /.~ maker's small and 
unrecorded touch, ~ .. / upon the lip. 

Rich in pairs by the same maker, we now 
come to two by A. Hincham (No. 2329), whose 
touch is beautifully placed in the centre of each 
cover, accompanied by the crowned W.R., verifi­
cation stamp ofWilliam In. See Fig. XXXVII. 

These are of the next succeeding type 
known as the" Bud" thumbpiece. The larger 
one is of pint capacity, and the smaller, ~ pint. 
Peculiar features of this pair are that they have 
two incised lines both on the upper and under 
sides of the cover; one around the inside of 
the lip, which may be seen in the illustration, 
and three on the under-sides of their bases. 
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GREAT PE\nLR C()I.l .EC:TlU'(S Part I I TREAS CRI: S I\: Tl-! E [{OL L-\sn\: Cl) LLECTION (Part Ill) 

Fig. XXXIX. TR:\'( S ITIO'( TYPE BE:-j'\',' EE>: ,. BCD ,. 
AKD " J)L) l'B LE \'()L l'TF." \'cr ': R ar2 
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Fig. XXX'-!. " H:\'\L\\ER-HE:\D" B.-\LCSTER. Circa 1675 
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F ig . XL. THE L.-\ST SCR\' I\' I~G E~GLISH 

I3ALCSTER .. DO CBL E \ -OLUTE" 
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Following these comes a fine series of four 

of the same type, from quart to gill (Fig. 

XXXVIII), each bearing the mark of a well­

known maker. The quart, with an extreme 

height of 8-f';; in., is by Wm. Bancks (No. 240), 
circa 1690, and is marked in a very unusual way. 

Evidently he struck his name-die into the casting 

mould, with the result that it appears on the 
under-side of the cover in raised letters, 

inverted, 2)( :>~A8 . W 
The pint size has an extreme height of 

6i'il in. Struck twice upon its cover, once upon 

the lip and once on the handle, is mark No. 5415, 
dated 1664, a beautiful example. 

The i-pint size is 5 in. high overall, and 
has mark No. 1469, dated 1677, struck in centre 
of cover, and is in perfect condition, while the 
gill is 3 i in. overall, and upon the lip appears 
a variant of mark No. 5954 1\ which itself 
is probably that of Thomas ..sf)j Smith, 1669, 

No. 4384. 

We now come to a very rare transition 
baluster which has the handle of these earlier 
types with the" Double Volute" thumbpiece of 
the succeeding ones-Fig. XXXIX-the only 
example I have ever seen. It is of pint capacity, 
some 6l in. high overall. It has no maker's 
touch, but upon the cover is struck the 
crowned W. R. of William nL A very 
desirable possession, and in a magnificent state 
of preservation. 

The fully-developed later" Double Volute" 
type with its curled-up, bulbous-ended handle 
terminal, and the inserted diamond-shaped 
piece where it effects a junction with the body, 
is represented in the collection by one single 
specimen - Fig. XL - merely to show the 
sequence of baluster evolution, for its period 
is well outside the date-limit set by its owner 
for his collection. It is of gill capacity, 
and bears the crowned W.R. verification 
stamp of William IV, struck twice upon its 
cover. 

A fine example of the lidless type of baluster 
is illustrated in Fig. XLI of the same period, 
viz., 1690, as evidenced by the handle both at 
the lower terminal and again by the slender 
proportion close to the upper fixing. Com­
parison with the handles of contemporary 
caudle cups will further confirm the date. The 
height is 4 ~ in. and there is no mark. 
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00 Fig. XLV. THE IRISH'' HAYSTACK" OR " HARVESTER" MEASURE 
(J. 
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Fig. XLII. A FINE SEQUENCE OF THE RARE" POT-BELLY" (Scottish) 
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Fig. XXXVIII. A SERIES OF XVIITH CENTURY" BUD" BALUSTERS 
(English) 
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Fig. XLIII. UNCRESTED TAPPIT-HENS (Scottish) 
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Fig, XXXVII. A '\L\SSI\'E PAIR OF "B'l"D" B.\LUSTERS by A, HI:\CHA~! 

SCOTTISH MEASURES 
Two well-known forms of Scottish measures 

find their place in the collection-the Pot­
bellied and the so-called" Tappit-hen," 

Of the former a complete and very fine set 
of six appears in Fig. XLII. These run in 
sizes left to right, Scots pint, 10 in. ; Chopin, 

7 . hki 6 -' 1 hki 'I' 

78 m. ; mutc n, !'\; m. ; :r-mutc T n, 5iff m. ; 
2-glass, 4ylff in.; and nip, 3 Tiff· The larger one 
bears mark No. 5745, which is peculiar to this 
type. They date from circa 1690-1700, and 
as a set are, I believe, unique. 

Of " Tappit-hens" there are three types, 
the Uncrested, Crested and Lidless-or " Aber­
deen type." Of the Uncrested, Fig. XLIII 
shows a fine run of seven, the sizes and extreme 
heights of which are: l -gallon (Imperial), 
I2 l rr in.; I4-gill (Imperial), I I ~ in. ; topynett 
(Scots), Il in.; Chopin (Scots), 9 ~ in. ; mutch-
k· (S ) l' • 1 hk' (S ) l' • 

m cots, 78 m. , :-t: -mutc m cots, 4=1 m. , 
and nip, 3 in. Some of these have verification 
marks, thus the i-gallon has a Crown and 
" Co.EDR " (Edinburgh County) upon the 
lip, and the nip has a Glasgow mark, but for 

86 

some reason, of which no explanation has yet 
been discovered, this type seldom bears a 
maker's touch. 

The Crested and Aberdeen types are seen 
in Fig. XLIV, the former represented by the 
pint (Scots), lI t in.; and Chopin (Scots), 
9 t in., and the latter by the pint (Scots), 9t in. 
On the inside of the base of the pint crested is 

struck the mark \1 Kl of an unknown maker. 
The others are unmarked. 

IRISH MEASURES 
To round up the measures I give in Fi!J. 

XL V an illustration of six of the popular 
Irish " Haystack" type. Apart from the fact 
that they are so fascinating, they would not 
be found in the collection, for their period, 
circa 1800-1820, is a constant pin-prick to their 
owner's peace of mind. It is a type peculiar 
to S.W. Ireland, and nearly all of the existing 
examples bear either the mark of Ansten and ?J!; 

Son, or their successors, the Munster Iron 
Co. Those shown range in size from t­
gallon down to }-noggin. 

(Pa l" (::'" ,1pP<<7ri!d i ,l J uly, 1934) 


