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CHURCH VESSELS IN PEWTER 

T ilE Plt."CL-";-o U! !It"WII: r ili u .;: tr,II I.: cI 
in Cm' =, I RY 1.11' 1. u t Apnl 1;\, 

11;1\'1'. \11 jll.ig,l· lht.' 
..:.,rr"' ''I '\o ,lldl..'lIn ·, n 5\' 

tll cl'lII!-iricrabk inh:r".,t III what \\;1 .. 

when thl' !'l'\\' lt ' !"I'f:o; enl il w .... 
at ib I."11Itll 111 tht: 17 th ( t ' lltHn' , (t 
will Ill' n'lIh'llJhel'nl I ll.lt tht.' !atc 
Antlllliq 1 h: H I 111';; J'f .. ' ,'; 
"If 1'! II!!iz.' /1 " , ;.1,' / , 1IIIItl! ;o; \!t·t\ 
( OC OSl'I:\' LI FE III Hili. illll .. trated 
a 1I1111lhl.'I .. r ti l l!..' J'ln.'I'" wllleh hi .. 
zeal anJ t hat ; ·f l l thl ' r ,'nthll ..; i.t ...; h IIf 
thc l ime had IlrOtlt.d1l to lit.dll . ;Jlld 
it hil S h t.'I'1l n l\' :l i lll t, 1 I.'Xl i' lI.! thL' 
Ii. .. t h:' I lit.' .Iddnillll ni i llrtlh:r 
norahle \\11\1' 11 h ;I\' I' 1'1..' \'11 
cliscun:rcd dllril1;.! yl.';U ;\ , 

Unc . d t i ll' l,dHrll1;tl lHIl 
W 3$ t hl' intr, I(lu l.' l j 'l ll I:l t, I till.' Clllln: h 
(I f I.u gc .... fil l' t'<Il1tal!1ll1 j.! tilt: 
Sac:raint·ntal ,,'il l!' Thl't\" \ \ ' , 1::. of 
1.· ' Hlr:it ' . " tI Ill , · , h !.! 
be twl'en rht:'·\ 'I..' lH .illId It .. ..... nh , .t1ld 
the I.:arllest Id ir. l lD 
thl! r\-i ;.! 11 1\1 l all h ,''';' I . ,;"'Ih ' 
if.:w ht, ; h!.!!lt h ' ·.Ir1h'r 

I Jn,dIlClt.l!l \',I1 .. I\Io'r, 
ablv Ill • .' ,'I1 -' Ulll:': \," '111 111"\' , 
"Il,i tl lt-n ' i" 110 d " lIi lt th at 1.\' til '" 
tinH! 0 1 1)11<"'11 .-\ IU\I' IlI'. t r h · ,. " ,,' r " 
parbll d nin t. III E Il-..: l.llld ,1111\ " 'a ll.:;-

0 11," Ir m'tf.' 1!;t!.!lill ", 11Inl1\ 
o f c"lIr!' !.: "f .l h "'C !.· ... !J\·u .d h · 
In t.::ilit·,; , 11 \\ 111";'1: \\I',lIth" j,.dr,ln .. 
01' j la n:-;hi. tll l ' I'; nI,L' h' ;11 111,111' ·a ... , 
Lnrgt' IHlllliwc:-. '1 1 P\."Wh:C 
\\·t:-re 1I 1) \\' l '\" ' [ ' III 1' ;1. , ,, :, :, ', 
C ,)l lIlIIllIli"1I , '/ HL·I" , ,/ F .;, r ( 1,1 11 ( ,'11 ' 
(e. the btt.' 1\1"', \Y , I.I'n,'",,,,j·\-
"'rott ' t hat d ;;1t,HllIll b ''' lk .; fo r th'I' 
(nUII !\' ,od " :-','l 'X ... !In\\, that •• f I:!II 
ch o rdl"::;, l'''' \\'l'\ '1I 1"S:l alld 
W$(" Pf) .. l',,' \\' tl'r 11 :11.':111.1 ... 
and ('Illwr'" \\" 'f!' "r.l,'rt,d ;" 
ohr.! in tbel'l\ , 

Fla/.!nJh r " 'I!I :l ll h'ri 10 lI " l ' fn r 
111 a 11 , . \ '(,:l r :-; . (Hit .: hanL:I '''; Hj 
cu:: t,'11l1 ill till' L:;,nd'll't "f --, 'CVI( ,·,'; 

ll la, h' lll l' t:m lll" yn lclll 
o f such larg( ' 

Silve r ilag('Il:- 1"" 11lt: tht'll 

By A. SUTHERLAND-GRAEME 
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\'alu;lhle , Wen' care-full\' 
prL'Sen't'oI, hut., alas, many 
Ilago n:; ha \'t! ilt 
(rom the chun:hes to which 
!J(.'lungl-,tL Th('y \\'l.'re dfJ uht leS3 C{Jn. 
... itl .... (t'd of little importclllCl' Oi \';'tltl!: 
anu Wl'ce gradually omitted {rolH 

awl FonunJ.L(', 
m,ut y CJ f til L'1ll ha \'e found thtit 

illto t.hc collcctio ns uf pewter 
Cl'lthus ias t.i. wherl' they will rt:t:I' i\'l' 
tltl.' atlc ·nrinn awl admirat.ion th:n 
they dt.·sen'c . which would I1l lt ha\'(' 
heen sn had they cemained in at 
leas t SOlllt..' of th c places ill whiclL 
t llt.'y ha\'e come to li ght, It shollld 

be st r("s::;cd that ancicl\t 
\·t,."$sds , iJl.' the'\' HI 

prcduus nr b:L ... C mct.1.I , !'houlj 11 0t 
he alit.:nllted o ther tha n h\' facllh " 
tJr other legal consent. ' , 

;\ ca se in point is in 
Fig-, I. This is a p ewter COllUllUlliolt 
Il a go n uC skirt-ba..o;ed type which 
was d.i sclJ \'("rcd hy its pn:;;("nt OWlh.'C 
in a lalllentable s tate nf dl'c;\\' in 
a churc h. FumI!> ' \'l' fl' 
nt."t.'dru for fabri t.: Tc5; l Or.l. liu n , :t:ld 
l'xpenJitllre u p,m the PCCSl'cY:l titm 

tht: relic in cil'Cllmstanl'CS 
would nul h t."C1l j ll s t iiiahlt.'_ 
I'roper permiss iun ha\'illg: I,h, 
taineJ, il pas:-ied into tlH: 
IIf )Ic, Ho \ \ '. C' lnp<:r, I)f 13 U1o.:1I \ I.' , 

whn had it t,.O\rl' · 
full\' rl' :-;10 rl.'d and Cll'.1.J h':, 1. w ith tht, 
\I"'0\1Itif\l1 rC:iuI! hl'rL' . 

Til l' ll agoll stanJ", B I; illS. 111 
height auJ \\-;1 ... lfI,u.lc· !n· a namesa ke 
tlf ·i'll l.· owner , rlwIIla :, C"upl'r, ,,\ 
1l1cmlwr of tIll.' I'(:\\'tt,.'rcr:-;' Cumpany 
nf L O II0011, wilo WilS wudot1!o! 
b::tWl'CIt H;(lU and ,\rnund 
the ,lrullI is cngr.:.l\'l-'d: "TI-II S IS 
BI.OL'D, 1Ii78." 

T h..: his tory n f 111 .. , chalice i .. 
n:rv III \ 'I'l l n :'d , ;md lhlls .. ' wit!) ma\' 
wish It! :-!.IIlW lil1u wlt-<Igr- 'If its 
ramilicatiu l1 :' iu mall\' countlic:, 
cuuld with cead the 
illtmd uction to J, \\', a nd I. 
\\'alker'g C /l!Il'rh Plah' (If I:ahslthf , 



Jfficc it to sa\' here that, in the main, the 
lurch througJ;ont the centuries has alwayg 
.kcn the view that Ule c halice sh()ulll be made 

precious 111CI<1.I; and Councils and high 
c1csiastics havc at \·arioIl5 times prohibited 
tC consccr.l tiun of \· cs_"d s of pcwlC'r or othcr 
atcrials which <lid not conform to tha t. 
e\\" . 

1 t should he remem hered t.hat during the 
!it two centurics t:n u rmOllS cxpansioll IIf 
iurch building took place, so tha t where in, 
)", 1750 were scn·ed hy (lnc church. 
cy have since h(..""Co rnc sub-divided into smaller 
lite; WiUl a church in each. For the IWW 
:urches sacr.1mcntal vessels wcre necucd, anc! 
is obvious t hat the regulation as rcgarJs lhe 

!ltenal from which the ,·e5seIs were made 
\ 5 rela..xeu in order that full ministration 
ould at once. 

This fact, -together wilh tJU! later purch<l$c, 
gift, oC silvc r plate, as the new got 

to their slride. accounts for the majority o f 
wtcr chalices which may occasionally he seen 
antique shnps or· pri" atc collec tions 

ollgh even they an' few in number. To t ucm 
list be added \'(ssels f rom ChUfChc.'; of oth er 
nominatiuns : al1 arc of la tc dale nnrl. wi th 
l' exception of some Scottish types, notahle: 
jetty for their engravCfI inscript ions, are not 
great interest . 

In the majority of cases the old parish 
llrches, beillg going concerns, werc a lready in 
ssession, bv \'arious IIll'anS, of sih-cr \'csscls, 
d therefo re 1L 17th·ccntury pewter chalice is 
-ant)'. Onc of these is !-Il'en in 2, toge ther 
tll a pair o f !'>mal1 rceded patens. The chalice 
IIlds 6 %: ins. in height ann beneath its foot is 
e maker's t Oll ch of a do,·c and the initials 
p. The pat(ms arc.j:% illS. in dia meter and arc 
mnrl::cd. They wert! originally ill a Yorkshire 
urch. 

In Fig. a can be seen a flagon a nd paten in 
f collection. 111i5 fli\gon tncasun.,=, 10% ins. to 
, top of t1w finial and is of graceful propor-
ns. The finial itself, decply nndercut, forms 
pleasing fe.lturc adding distinction to the 
:ole Upon the hack of the handle ;If(, 
mpccl the worus DHII LITO].J [sicl PA RISH. 
ere arc three parisiws nal11Ct.1 Dillnington. two 
the :'\orth Country and onc in SOI1lC:fset, and 
is probabl e that· the Jast the 
;s(>5..<;a r, hl.l t of this tht'fe is lint positivc 
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knowledge. The maker's tUllch conta ins his 
H.n., with a IleuT-dc-- lis, and tlt t.' period 

is about HHtl. 
The paten is obviously ea rlier , and lllay 

e \·en be latc lHth-ccntury . It is ill S. in 
diam (· l('r and 13 di:=; l inl.'11 ished I,,' an cX lrilo rdin-
a ry bn·adth of rim (::.! 1:1 in::, ) ai\d hy tht: a rm:; 
ilud mantling with which it is em ll1'llished . 
"·hen disco,·ered it was !,Q blacl, and (,(l rnulc:d 
that the arms Wl'n.· ban'! \' bu t careful 
cleani ll!.! l'\·ent ua lh- th elll_ Th(, n.: \-('rsc 
of the I) it,'(:l' has ' It'en left ill il g nri.td llal 
there is a tOllch , hut it is tno cornu 1Nl lo be 
deciphert·,!. 

Two furth er outsta nding cX;lInpll';; arc 
shown ill Figs. -l and;'. T he chalice is "j in5. 

h igh and I t of mid, 17 t h·cclltl1 ry 
da tt!. Tilt' " JII t.'1! is 7 ' lI ins. ill Jia Jllc. le r and benrs 
tlte touch IIf nil anchof wit h ill il i:li s \\"itilill 
il s il i(· ld . touc h h(,l'n found lIpn ll ;l 
11agcll1 dat etl If,:"l-l at Church , 111 

l-ron Ih t' fa ce u i lil t:' r im arc 
till' knt"rs ,,- ST iO:\. ml'an ·n .;: 

.1 0 1111 al \\ .. the initial of tll(' parish. 
AlIlhn;L' ('Xi\Jllj-,j l,.· :=; that Iile pCWIl'rc.r:=; · 

t o 1hL' church . 111 the ];t h l't:' lltu n ' ;'\1 
I(·ast. wa s fill TIlt·all llUL· . T houl.!h II c \ ·C' r 
d ('Cnratn'l· , tll l·l r produc t" po:;"cSSt'd 
and wcro wdl suitNI If I high purposL' for 
which were made. 

Ph'J /('b'w/,h r; : :; . -l I· id /'f"m /l llti _-11&(' 1'/ 
J/useulII, 

·1 ,,11<) 5.- A CHALICE A::\D I'A1'E;\ OF TilE IIlh CE;\TU llY 
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CHURCH VESSELS IN PEWTER 
SOME FURTHER EXAMPLES. 0- By A. V. SUTHERLAND-GRAEME 

1.--\ PAin OF L \l 11.1.\ 1.'-\1(1;1': 1'1. ,IT I( I L\ IJS CIIUICH. :-iOI(TIIA_III'TONS IIIIlE. PHOTOGIL\PIIEO WIT 
FI. -II ; nx OF \1.110'-\1. ,'; IZI ,:, TI ... v a r.- a ll 1,,- Ih.· , a" ... "",h"r """ "al., fn .. " ah""t 16311·,10. (Ri/dll) OF A S ET 

FllrH ,IT FURnH t:lI L Hnl. I'llOB ABLY \lAD E OY E DI ;I; Bl' llGH PEWTEH E n S 

M \· ;Ioth"h· p t: h li .. lh·d III rh , , '1 
11\.'epm!""r .IP! "', I : " , .. II ,J\\.' 
I 1. ,otl ;-id· -r;I!·!l \1\ \1 ' 1' -" \ II I Ih . · 

\\ " , 1-: .01 lb..' i,, ·\\ I, -: .r" ,. ,r I ll . 
l ' .. tI ._ .t! :lll th " rHIt ·.. I l It.1· I .. ,-11 
Ibt ' I \-I! ,r,' , '.\;,nh wlllh ' i, .. 1'1 111'.: I • ..!, ·:b', d !I 
lIl l ,f( ' l':\ .un:.l, -. f" 1 dlu .. lrilU, 'iI 

ll •• H " ' 1 r !lI- , -11" \l 1:l '_ , 1>1 :··· .. l " ,lII j . ' l l. " ha .J 
f \' !t -rl' !l ' ( ' t o. t h t- :- 11"- "i l i lt \\ Ill, J. 
pr" \' idt ,d 11' 'lIl1 i ,ai il t h l ' "In" I" r IItI ' ""1'\ 11 \ ' 101 

C.-.mtnllil i"n ., ... ,ld tll llll ... \I ·t, d .dl. 'r th ... · 
1\" '''rllI ;Ju'In , ;IIIU t " t 1l· , , h.ln :.,:+ ... III .. d llli ll b t ra , 
t h.1l \\ Id, It It:l \ '" "Ill' l' 'lI, " I ! Tft 'd ,\I!d \1 lill'iJ It ;1 \ " , 
f W," "ti ll , T"" :l(ft-r , 'd 11 11 11" •• .., ... 11'\· t h,' pr" " j .. ir.n 
HI 'pl;un iu.· ..... I \\ I::, ' 1)111 ' i n ... l:t 111'1 ' o.: ltl·d 
\\':\ s 1:11';1'11 fr-, qll t i lt' "I Il artla lld (' l: lI rdl. 
I \ \ l H.: r t: , in !I ;:h; 7. n. · aI''' t • • !d 

\ \ ': J't ' p UI'! 1101 ..... ·.1 "'1' E :I ;-. ter .d"IlL' . aw l .. tH rtlier 
i " 1' :.: ;Il i •• n .. 1· ,; \\·hit .. t:lld ,t\· .. \ 11 :llld 
\ hn .. ulIiI";, -

In a ! "U t ' r " I 1:1 \ ' .. \\ n , )Oh r, h :!/ ' , I dn'w 
.l ih tltl· ' :t I .. " p ,l: r "I l' ll lfrtn ' t ll"; .It 
1',I>l ad .. , ·Inll •. h, :" '1 rrh:11I1l'I " Il ... llI Tl', rI lt' I·r ... ·. 
.... n . .. ,·n' ..... ,j 11111.- 11 ,111.111 :0: 111 :1\ \\' l'I l with 
1.1: ...... \. :': liJl }t-.· Ft !.! , 11. ", hid, aT-f' .. hll" 11 in C,'IlI-

wi t h ,l IllHI'I ' IH/ l'm;! 1 .. ill.'d :bf,!')11 :-.llI:h a:-. 
\\ :1 .. 1I 11I .. trIl 1"d in 111\" ,'W\' j'H h artil' II.' , T heir 

.. \ " f,dl i .. 17'1 i n:' .. t he ir wC' ight 1I\'l..'r 
I:{ it-." \,·l11 l' t\· , ,lilt! t h l ' lf l·"I'.U.: lty 1 g.!I1fJII il nd 
1 pllit " ,11 h. \ 11 thn'( ' afl' hy t hl! 
r\l;a!.,; \ 'r, "tI" 1': ,1 'I .. \ \ h. ''''c illll n;lll1c ha .. n , ,t \ '1: 1" 
iw\:n d i"llt\ '·;' ., 1, .\ l!1't.':ll tI"al ni hi., wor k ; till 

.. t .. , I'an il ll brl\- in Iht· t.: li tl r d l (':; jlt' 
T ht: iH..' ri •• d I:" , u ." lIi:til--4t1 , 

I II :! he: :-O t'CI I 'JIll' , ,1 it .. c l I II 
I' II\1 tf,:,s\,t! the property o f the p; 
church Itf FOTlar, a nd p:rhap:; the lIlust relll 
a hit,· I " ,·('ch ':-OI;L ... t ica l plate in !':icull 
I t j ... I H I .. illS, 111 d'aml'kr, am! aro," nd 11:.. ri 
" hand.,7 dl· ... · t'r..L lI .J l1 fH rIlwd t l j k a n :'S in g r, 
fl i tllr ... '\·. lIt1t s iJc \\"hkh is :j hand IIf art'a 

I'll a!tl·rn a l ... · and fn!-OI.'.. .. pUll . 
ill l hl' l1ll'1al. R(' IIIW th t:se IS a n in:-.crip· 
.. Iwiuusly withu u l p roper 1'1l1l:"il l 
l ioll illr sealt.-. s ince thL' \\'I) n:ls ha\'I! 11\"l' ri;1 1'1 
,. JL· I. \' • HiX:! • nll::SE • Fu W H • B.b 
• \ \ ·. \ S • 1.lI'TE D • ut: • 11'1 11 :0-.: • ': ,\US 
• l ' IHI\, I ESoT • ltF • F .\ itFII It • Fj) U • '1'11 

EWS • U F • fl l E C HWI,t:1I • I IF • Til l 
!"O \ II.1 • I st( \\'f; H ." T h(' nl't' i lit: ll ! 
CXCl'pt fnr JiI{e n :' I1I.:t.'S i n :, pe llin J.:, 

:1.- FI. Af;O;\ BY \\-11.1. 1.-\.\1 EIJI)( I:'I ,\ :X D :\UI:; DI::' I-I BY HICII.-\H O G RL-:XWI i\. Bo lh pier ." h""," i,1St:riptions d a led 1.,12, bUll 
tlr,' p rul,""'" " I' ,,"rli,' r oI a l, ', I "iddl,,) -I.-L\B!.) III ,h ·t:EY1T IlY FL-\GO ::'\ OF TIlE TY PE K NO Wl\ AS ACOR NS AND MA 
l -SL \I.I.Y - BY YOH" I'I'; \\ 'T E HE HS, (T/i."", ) :i,-T AL L FL,\GO N AT P UnlTON CHURCH, INSCRlD 

" .1 0 11.'\ 1:3 1: ' A::,\D 3L\IJ E OY J OH ;>; DO LO E:\H E . OF AS HO UllTON, DEVO!'\ 
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SIR.-In COCXTRY LIFE of December 
1952, :\IL _-\ , \-, Sutherland-Graeme 

writes: "One result of the Reformation 
was the introduction into the Church 
of large !lagons for containing the 
Sacramental \\-ine," \\'11\' was it 
necessary that these flagons'slwuld be 
so larae:' 

he says: "Flagons re-
maine.j in use for man\' Ycars, but 
gradual changes of custo-m in the 
conduct of sen'ices c\'entually mad" 
the employment of such large'vessels 
unnecessan'," \\'hat were the changes 
in custom 0 I am sure \ 'our readers 
,,'ould be glad of answers to these 
questions ,-F, \\', :\IORTOX PAUIER, 
Wc,od/allds, TollleS, Dei'oll, 

-:\IL Sutherland-Graeme writes: 
_-\fter the Reformation the lait\- was 
permitted to partake of the' Cup, 
formerh- denied to them, and Com-
munion- Sen'ices were infrequent, in 
many cases only once a quarter and at 
Festh-als, These two facts, at a time 
when attendance at sen'ices was high, 
necessitated a considerable pro\'ision 
rA bread and \\;ne for quarterh- Com-
munion, :\Ioreo\'er, the Sen-ice e\'i-
dently partook more nearl,' of the 
form of a commemorati\'e Supper, 
,,;th the Communion Table set on an 
east-\\-est axis. the minister officiating 
on the north side, the parishioners 
facing him and the wardens in 
atter;dance, The difficult\, at first was 
to pro\'ide suitable \'esse'ts to contain 
the "'ine on the Communion Table, 
It is known that the nature of some of 
these vessels was an\'1:hing but digni-
fied, and that this led to the 
gat ion of the XXth Canon of 1603-4 
'i]ames \-1 and 11 " \\-ine we require 
to be brought to the Communion 
Table in a clean and sweet standing 
pot or stoup of pe\\'!er, if not of pure'r 
metal." _\s to the size of these 
flagons, this ob"iousl" depended upon 
the a\+erage nUlnber of conlnlunicant 
parishioners at the time, 

The changes in custom, referred 
to in \'our correspondent's second 
query, were, like man\- others, \'en' 
gradual, and no doubt much at tile 
"'him of the Bishop and Incumbent, 
The\' included the placing of the Holy 
Table against the east wall and the 
fencing of it b\' rails at which com-
municimts knelt, as now, This 
arrangement ,,'as abolished b,' the Long 
Parliament in 1643, but was later re-
introduced; the emphasis gradually 
changed more and more from what 
might be called the Imitati\'e to the 
Sacramental; and the consumption of 
the Elements became s\'lnbolic rather 
than practical. Fo r this manner of 
administration little "'ine was n eeded 
and the hea"!, and unwield,' flagon 
ga "e place, in most cast's, to the cruet, 
:'0 the pendulum gradualh' S\\'tlllg 
back, as so often it \\'ill far-
reaching 

:-. . 


