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21 st March 1956 

Dear Mr. Wetton, 

Boyne Traders Tokens 

Thank you for your letter of the 19th., with 
reference to the Revised Edition of this book which my 
late father published lonp years ago. 

It is true I have in m~ posse~si~n e COpy of 
the bulky large Faner Edition,~wo Volumes, ?hich had 
been sent up to me at the time of my father's last illness, 
and which purnorted to have been annotated by him. I t 
was then nut a~ay unopened until recently, and I have 
since discovered ' that it is not annotated but merely 
contains various lett'ers, lists, and cuttings, of v.hich 
my father probably intended to make use some time or 
other. I feel, therefore, that in view of this you 
may prefer not to make a special expedition to this 
rather inacce~sible house (Downlands), but rather to look 
the too k over at Mr. Dolph in's of tic e, " 0 Vihi cn I could 
send it,sometim~ when yOIol arE in Guildford. If oth~rwise, 
however, the last date you b~ve, April 7th., would be 
the most u"nvEIlient ,0 me, ~ince I am here in London 
all the week except on ~aturdays. 

I gethered - possibly incorrectly - that you had 
in mind the preparation of a rte vised ];dition, which, 
indeed, may well be desirable from the pOint of View of 
scholarship, since not only was this book published so 
long ago, but my father, who was gifted with an amazingly 
quick-working brain and handicepped, perhaps, by abundant 
"nthusiasms, did not invariebly pause t::J embark upon the 
laborious but necessary process of checking and counter
checking before co~pleting the work h e had in mind at 
the time. It has thus often been possible for others 
to make use of th~ foundati::Jns he had laid, uod to build 
upon them scientifically. 

I must not conclude this rather lengthy letter 
71i thout exnressing a ftier tt:at it mieh t not be easy, 
nowadays, to f ind a publisher for eny such revision. 
Such e book must be long, and ~ould appeal only to a 
limited circle of scholarsland~Public Libraries; so 
t ha t 7Ihile it wo ul:' be impossible to print the considerable 
number ~hich nresent hEavy production costs would re~ ire, 
it miRht, contrariwise, be equally difficult to restrict 
the number and to ~ublish at a price which would not be 
u:1dulv hieh. 

Yours very truly , ' .. 

l~-a.~~ 
Lelter from Cwlzberl Williamson 10 John Wet/on, dated 21st March 1956. 

INTRODUCTION 

My father, John Wetton, died in Woking in August 1988, after a lifetime spent 
collecting 17th century traders' tokens and their literature. 

Although he left few notes about his early, pre-war years as a collector, in 
conversations with him he recalled a momentous journey to nearby Guildford from his 
home in Woking to meet George C. Williamson, in 1930. Williamson, who forty years 
earlier had written the standard reference work on 17th century tokens, gave him a 
handful of Guildford tokens to start his collection, as well as useful and friendly 
advice. 

From these modest beginnings, the collection grew. The Surrey series provided the 
core, followed by Kent, Southwark and London (in particular, the coffee house series). 
In post-war years, while prices remained relatively low. he expanded the collection to 
countrywide proportions; at its peak, in 1976, it contained nearly 3,500 tokens. 

He claimed that it was probably one of the largest in existence outside the British 
Museum and Norweb collections, notable for the high proportion of "unpublished" 
and rare specimens, for a number of leaden and silver pieces , and for many pieces 
with known pedigrees. These were not always noted on his storage envelopes but they 
included examples from the collections of Boyne, Williamson, Willoughby, Manton, 
Taffs, Goostrey, Young, Kilbume, Faulkner, Carthew, and Lloyd. 

In latter years, he concentrated his collecting of tokens to just Surrey (which remained 
intact at his death), Southwark, and London; other counties were either sold or 
exchanged. 

His job as a town planning Inspector in the Civil Service, travelling the country, gave 
him the ideal opportunity to combine business with pleasure. He used his trips to visit 
local museums and libraries, bookshops and coin dealers, to enhance the collection, 
meet fellow enthusiasts, and undertake research. At home, he was a founding member 
of the Woking Numismatic Society in the 1960's, and its Secretary in 1978-79. 

From about 1948, when he bought a collection of books from the library of G.c. 
Williamson from Thomas Thorp (Bookseller) in Guildford, he began acquiring a 
library. He was especially proud of possessing Williamsons's copy of Boyne's "Tokens 
Issued in the Seventeenth Century" (1858), given to him by Cuthbert Williamson (his 
son), in 1955. 

From the 1950's, he kept extensive "revision lists" of WiJliamson, the aim being to 
produce a full scale revised edition of "Trade Tokens Issued in the Seventeenth 
Century" (1889-1891). He was later to admit that the task was beyond his scope, 
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reqmnng as it did extensive knowledge of, and access to, local records and 

collections, which he didn't have. When Michael Dickinson mentioned to him that he 

was compiling a revised edition of Williamson, for Seaby's, my father gladly put at his 

disposal these county by county revision lists. (These have subsequently been donated 

to Michael Dickinson for his continuing researches.) 

More modestly, his first venture into publishing was the revision of the SurTey series, 

which appeared in 1959. He was aided in his researches by being given access to 

Williamson's personal papers, by courtesy of his son, Cuthbert. 

The next decade saw his most productive period as a writer. Publications followed on 

the Isle of Wight (1962) and Hampshire (1964) series, and in 1969 Corbitt & Hunter 

published his "Seventeenth Century Tradesmens' Tokens" - largely a compilation of 

his lecture notes to numismatic societies. 

In 1970, along with other contributions from E.G. Kempson and Cyril Rowe, he 

helped William Underwood compile his "ColTections and additional information to:-

17th Century Tokens and Issuers of Devizes"; and final ly, in 1977, on the occasion of 

the Marx Memorial Library's exhibition on the history of Clerkenwell, he penned a 

short piece on the Clerkenwell series for the Library Bulletin. 

When, in 1969, he compiled an annotated bibliography for inclusion in "Seventeenth 

Century Tradesmens' Tokens", he recognised its limitations. It wasn't intended as a 

comprehensive checklist; rather, as a guide to some of the more accessible works 

which could be fo und in public libraries and museums, to help new collectors entering 

the field. 

This catalogue, by contrast, contains everything found in my father's library and 

amongst his papers; later acquisitions listed are my own. Where it seemed helpful or 

appropriate, some of the entries have been annotated; and, where known , the 

provenance of titles is also given. For the sake of convenience, the county series 

section includes both topographical as well as specialist numismatic works. 

His policy of trying to acquire a copy of everything published on the subject of 

traders' tokens of the 17th century, will continue; and a comprehensive bibliography of 

the literature is in preparation. 

Nicholas L. Welton 
Dukeston of Brux 
Kildrummy 
Aberdeenshire 
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THE STANDARD WO RK ON SEVENTEENTH CENTURY TOKENS. 

TRADE 
TOKENS 

366ue~ in t6e ~e~enteent~ 
Centur)? in <ESngfo.n~, cmo.fe6, 

o.n~ 3refo.n~, 
H\' 

CORPORATIONS, MERCHANTS, 
TRADESMEN, &c. 

A NEW &- NEVISED EDITION OF WILLlAM BOYNE'S WORK 
BY 

GEORGE C. WILLIAMSON. 
D.LI'!". (homu';s causd ), 

P .R .S.L. , F .R.Hist.Soc , .T/emb. Nllm. Soc. , I,cnd .• Cnrl''','Jl(,ndin!1 Jlrmh. S(lr.iili 

PrflTlf.ai"e de .Vumi.!mflti'1l1t ,( d' ArcJlaologi ,. H OI,. Corr . .J.l/,mi!. Aml!riccUI NllmumaUc and 

ArchCIalogicol .t:;nr;"Y. Gild of ,,\'umi3malic I'md Antiq!tarinn Soci~(,.' (1/ Monlr",,'. /!lc. 

W ITU 'l'1[1!'. ASSIS'1'ANt,:1' O F :-.0;\11:{ OF THE PI(INCIPA L CQI.I..I:!CTORS 1.)]0' TOKEKS IN 

THE'.: \·l\"(rp.o J,JS(;J)UM .~ s /':UITUN,S 01' THI{.IR kKsr~E:CT'VK Cf)\'r-< TIf.l:S . 

ILLUSTHATED BY NUMEROUS PLATES AND WOODCUTS, Ar-i O CONTAINING 

NOTES OF FAMILY, HERALDIC, A:\D T OPOGR APHICAL INTER fo:ST JU:SPECl'ING 

THE VARIOUS ISSUERS OF THE T OKENS, AND CONNECTING THEM WITH 

MANY OF THE IMPORTANT FAMILIES OF THr; PRESENT DAY. 

• e ""* ... . :. --.~ 

g HE Collection of T okens has been a favou rite pur~uit ever 

since these equivalents for mone y have been in existence. 
, It has been only during the later hal f of the present o "M"", >0.,"", ,>." ,>,;, w",";.' ,,' d",;',",;o, 

has become a scientifi c stuny. The Tokens of the 17th 

cen tury, as memorials of a period which was perhaps more important 

and e\'entful than any other in English hislo ry, a re acknowledged to 

be of th e highest value. T hey ci rculated in nearly ever), lown in the 

kin g-dnm, and they bear upon them records of fam ilies, companies, 

hu ildin gs, aJlcient inns, old custom s, and man y matters of topographica l 

intc:rest. lvlan y of the Tokens were i£'~ucct by mem bers of the Lon~ 

Front page of the advertising leaflet for Williamson's Trade Tokens. 
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