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Flat-lidded tankard c. 1695, with chased 
acanthus leaJ decoration on the drum, the cover 
decorated in wrigglework with twin love bird 
thumbpiece. Owner's initials "D.H." and date 
1694 onfront. Made /;J Peter DujJie/d, London. 
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PEWTER EXHIBITION 

May 1989-May 1990 
Tuesday-Saturday 10.0~.00 

Sunday 2.0~.00 
Closed Mondays (except Bank 

Holidays) 
Admission Free. Catalogue available. 
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FIVE HUNDRED YE 
ENGLISH PEWfER 

he Museum of London 
at the Barbican has just 
opened its year-long 
Exhibition, "The Story 
of Pewter 1200-1700, 
a Celebration of the 

Craft" London was the leading centre of 
pewter manufacture in England and the 
Exhibition concentrates on items made 
in the Capital from the Dark Ages until 
the early 18th Century. The Exhibition 
is sponsored by a private collector and 
features many of his own rare objects. 
The Worshipful Company ofPewterers 
has also contributed a number of items 
from its important Collection. 

The manufacture of pewter in Britain, 
which began during the Roman occu­
pation and continues today, was at its 
most prolific in the 17th Century when 
it was as familiar a material as plastic, 
steel and aluminium are now. By the 
16th Century it was to be found in the 
majority of homes, at most social levels. 
Domestic items displayed range from a 
magnificent selection of candlesticks, 
some with elaborate decoration, to 
simple bowls, plates and spoons used by 
the poorer residents of the city. 

Pewterware was also to be found in 
churches, monasteries and synagogues 
and among examples from the religious 
world are a crucifix figure c1160-70, a 
14th Century chrismatory and a Passover 
plate c1680. Objects with royal connec­
tions include a plate attributed to the 
household of Arthur, Prince of Wales, 
elder brother of Henry VIII and a 
wrigglework charger bearing the Stuart 
arms as well as portraits of Charles II and 
his Queen. Pewter was used in taverns 
during the whole of the period from 
1200-1700 and tankards and flagons of 
many varieties are well represented. 
There is also a baluster measure (wine 
measure) which was recovered from 
Henry VIII's ship the Mary Rose, which 
sunk off Portsmouth in 1545. 
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C~ntral t.:atures of the exhihition 
are recon:;nuc[ions of a 17th century 
p~wter wl)rbhLl!'. illustrating conrem­
r orary merlwci, ui manufacture. a retail 
shor ,lnd ,1 ,l omesric interior, showing 
pewterware in e\'eryday use. 
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ESSEX DESIGNS 

Makers of the finest silk ties) 
and hand enamelled cufflinks. 

A comprehensive design service is 
available to our clients. We will 
supply ties and cufflinks to your 
own design for Guild) Club or 

Company. 
Telephone Victor Murrell 

on 0245 37 258 

ESSEX DESIGNS 
OLD POST HOUSE, PLESH£}: ESSEX CMJ J HE 

FAX 0245 J7 459 

: , . , , ., 

designer and maker of beautiful things In 

: t 'I ·f • 

18" dia. centrepiece 
EnJoys the challenge of the unusual. 

Whatever your requirement 
a piece to commemorate that specia l occasion. 
a trophy. a run of prestige business gifts. 

a sculpture. 
Your answer is on ly a phone ca ll away. 

28 Adkin Way. 
Wantage. 

OxonOX129HW 
Tel: 02357 69292 

FREEMAN OF THE WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF PEWTERERS 
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List of Subscribers 
The Corporation of London 
T he Mercers 
\Ierchant Taylors 
A.rmou rers & Brasiers 
Barbers 
Blacksmiths 
Innho lders 
\Iusicians 
Parish Clerks 
Pell·terers 

SadJlers 
ShirllTights 
T alloll ChanJlers 
Farrier; 
Barda\'5 Bank 
Sorheh'; 
FreJericks Place 
Lo rd Dunleath 
Sir Ralrh Perring 
Freshfields 
ChartereJ Insurance Inst. 

Sir Francis Dashwood 
AIJerman Graham 
:\ B Wilson 
A G W Sc(m 
Sir John Plumb 
Westminster Cathedral 
Council of Christians & Jews 
Beds Marks Synagogue 
St Lawrence Jewry 
PortSmo uth Cathedral 
St Paul's Cathedral 
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T
he names of the Livery Companies of today are, for the 
most part, readily understandable, although many of 
the trades and crafts are very ancient and some no 

longer in the same form. However, there are some where a 
little explanation may be of interest: 

BOWYERS-makers of archery bows 

BRODERERS-makers of broderie or lace 

CARMEN-operators of haulage vehicles 

COOPERS-barrel makers 

CORDWAINERS-makers of boots and shoes 

CURRIERS-dressers of tanned leather 

FARRIERS-makers of horseshoes 

FLETCHERS-arrow makers 

GIRDLERS-belt makers 

LORINERS-makers of bridle bits, horse trap-

pings and originally, spurs 

MERCERS-sellers of fine fabrics, ribbons and 

trinkets 

PA TTENMAKERS-pattens were worn under 

shoes to raise them off the dirty streets 

SCRIVENERS-writers of legal documents 

UPHOLDERS-upholsterers~ (They also sold 

second-hand goods and were undertakers) 

W hile these names live on, there are many 
crafts and trades whose names have 
changed completely or have totally 

vanished. In "Memorials of London and London 
life", Henry Riley lists trades mentioned in the 
early "Letter Books" of the City from the 13th to 
15th centuries. The following are a selection and it 
should be borne in mind that some of the 
explanations are educated guesses where 
corroboration is not available. Medieval French was 
still widely spoken and is apparent in many of the 
names: 
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AUNSEREMAKER-aunseres were a primitive 

kind of balance or scales probably the same as 

the "auncel" which was later forbidden by 

Statute 

AURIMALBATOR-gilder (Female gilder­

GILDESTERE) 

BOWIERE LANAR-bower de lanes, probably 

a maker of woolen-lined cradle bowers or 

baskets 

BRACERESMAN-sen'ing man to a bracer, 

maker ofbracers, armour for the arms (fr. bras) 

BREGIRDLER-maker of bracegirdles, belts 

used in place of braces 

BREWIFE-female brewer 

BURELLER-maker of burel or borel, a coarse 

cloth 

CAPLETMONGERE-maker of caplets, cover­

ings for the head 

CHALONER-maker of chalons, used for 

coverlets or blankets 

CHAUCER-shoemaker (fr. chaussure) 

FANNERE-probablya maker of fans for win­

nowing corn to separate the grain from the 
chaff · 

FERROUN or FERRON-ironmonger 

FLAONER-maker of flans or flauns, a light 

cake something like a pancake 

FRIPPERER-dealer in old clothes and furni­

ture, also known as pheliperie or frippery 
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