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the “L & C” mark might add to what little |
have been able to uncover.

Footnote far Stevie Young: There are but
two pieces on record to date, marked only
with the “L & C" touch, as follow: a tall,
pear-shape teapot, 10 7/8" O.H., and a
cuspidor with three paw feet. Both of these
pieces are in private collections. Please send
information on pieces yet to be recorded to
the Editor, Mr. Carlebach, or to me.

Broadhead, Gurney,

Sporle & Company
Sheffield, England, 1792-1800

By Stevie Young

The initial mark of this company, B.G.S.
& Co.. has puzzled both American and British
collectors for a long time. It was thought by
Jacobs, Laughlin, et al, to be an American
touch because so many pieces bearing this
mark were found here in America.

After searching many references (see
below). Samuel Broadhead’s succeeding part-
nership fit together as given in the following
list:

Samuel BROADHEAD - Anearly Britannia
metalsmith; c. 1790,
James Dixon was
his apprentice;
Dixon was F.c.
1797.

BROADHEAD & GURNEY -see comments
below

BROADHEAD, GURNEY,SPORLE & CO.,
1792-1800

Samuel Broadhead
Gurney

Sporle (found misspelled Sprole,
Spoole, & Spark)

(prob. Robert SPORLE, alone
1790

Robert SPORLE & CO., 1792)

Samuel BROADHEAD - alone, 1800-1829;
Angel St., 1800; Queen St., 1821; listed
variously as Brit. metal spoonmaker,
Brit. metal mfr., and metal maker and
plater.

RogersBROADHEAD - 1830-1833, 16 Queen
St., Brit. metal goods & spoon mfr.

BROADHEAD & ATKIN - 1834-1853; Rogers
Broadhead - with. Charles Atkin' Brit.
metal goods & spoon mjrs., North St.,
1837, mfrs. of Brit. & tutania metal
goods, and dealers in silver & British
plate, 1841; Britannia Works, Love St.,
1845; mfrs. of Brit. metal & British plate,
German silver, and silver-plated goods,
1849, 1852. An advertisement of 1850
adds: “. . .Mounted Earthenware Jugs,
Ec., and Patent Electro Platers and
Gilders.” Atkin left the firm in mid-1853;
Broadhead continued, as follows:

R. BROADHEAD & CO., mid-1853-1900.
Brit. metal mfrs., Britannia Works, Love
St., 1854; mfrs. of silver-plated, German
silver, and Brit. metal goods, 1856; mfrs.
of Brit. metal and plated goods, 1859.
From 1859-1900 the firm name was simply
BROADHEAD & CO.

Regarding BROADHEAD & GURNEY-
There is a teapot recorded in my files bearing
this company's name and, therefore, this
company is inserted in the most logical place
aboveeventhough itis notto be found inany
reference at hand. This teapot with two others
seen at a PCCA regional meeting several
years ago, were all boat-shaped with bright-
cut decorations. Of three different sizes they
were marked as follows:

| - BROADHEAD & GURNEY, 8 (half-
pints), and JB

2 - (no maker's mark), 6 (half-pints), and
JG

3 - (no maker’s mark), 4 (half-pints), and
JG

Assuming that the initials JB and JG are
those of the engravers, the obvious question
which comes to mind is, “Were they family
members of BROADHEAD AND
GURNEY?" We regret that we didn't
photograph these teapots so that they could
be included in the illustrations for this article.

Products of BROADHEAD, GURNEY,
SPORLE & CO.

Toour knowledge no product of this firm,
in business only eight years, has come to light
that was not exceptionally well made and
decorated. We are very grateful to Charles V.
Swain for the first recording of two dies for
this company's touch, Figs. | & 2, as well as
for the photographs of the B.G.S. & Co. items
in his collection. The two teapots in his
collection, Figs. 3 & 4, also add two different
body forms to the records. The engraving on
the two snuff boxes, Figs. 5 & 6, show very
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well, while that on the beaker, one of a set of
four, was more difficult to photograph so he
kindly sent two, Figs. 7 & 8, trying to show the
beauty of designand the depth of the engraving
more clearly. As he said in his transmittal
letter, “It’s really great to have the mystery of
BGS & Co. solved at last. I love all my pieces
and think the brightcut engraving is mag-
nificient - about the best there is. Wish it had
been possible for it to show up more clearly in
the photos.”

Fig. 1. B.G.S.& Co. touch - big letters. Courtesy of C.
V. Swain.
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Fig.2. B.G.S. & Co. touch - small letters. Courtesy of
C. V. Swain.

Fig. 3. Teapot, mark, Fig. 1. 6” Finial H., 6 x 3-3/4~
Base dim. Collection of Charles V. Swain.

Fig. 4. Teapot, mark, Fig. |.6" Finial H., [ 1" O.L. (tip
of spout to outside of handle). Collection of Charles V.
Swain.

Fig.5. Coffin-shaped Snuff Box, mark, Fig. 1.2-5/8" L.,
1-3/4” W., 3/4” H. Collection of Charles V. Swain.

Fig. 6. Pointed-oval Snuff Box, mark, Fig. 2. 2-5/8~
L.. 1-5/8” W., 5/8~ H. Collection of Charles V. Swain.

Fig. 7. Beaker, mark, Fig. 2. 4-3/8" Top Dia., 2-7/8~
Base dia. Collection of Charles V. Swain.
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Fig. 8. Same as Fig. 7, tipped to show engraving
better,

In 1964 there was a summer exhibition at
The Wenham Historical Association and
Museum, Inc., Wenham, Massachusetts, Item
242 in their catalogue for this exhibition
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entitled, AMERICAN PEWTER & WOOD-
ENWARE FROM ESSEX COUNTY
COLLECTIONS, reads:“5-3/4” oval (teapot)
marked‘B.G.S. & Co.,” New England, ¢. 1800.
Lent by Mr. Roland Hammond.” This 20-
page catalogue showed only six items in four
illustrations - #242 was not illustrated. Hoping
to receive a photograph of this teapot, [ wrote
to Mr. Hammond who responded immediately
with unfortunate news: the teapot had been
destroyed in a fire in 1967!

For additional engraved snuff boxes are
on record, all marked, as follows:

" - Octagonal box with cut corners, 3-1/2
x2-1/4x1-1/16";datedononeend ‘15
August’ with *1798" on the other: 'LG’
and ‘RK" are on the lid. Collection of
Stanley B. Rich.

Octagonal box with cut corners, 2-
I 27 O.L.; tllustrated in ANT/IQUES
Muagazine, Dec. 1974; 987, described
as a “Rare American Pewter Snuff
Box."”

t9

s
[l

Pointed-oval box, 3-3'4 x 3-3/32 x
7 87 touch, Fig. 2. Collection of
Abraham Brooks.

4 - Pointed-oval box, 4 x 2-3/8 x 15/16;
medallian on engraved lid:
"GEORGIUS III' / King's bust to
sinister / "CONSTITUTION.” When
this was recorded in 1973, it was in the
collection of Stuart G. Waite, who
opened his home to the New England
Regional Group for a meeting.

We were surprised not to find a touch for
either Samuel BROADHEAD or BROAD-
HEAD,.GURNEY,SPORLE & CO. recorded
in any of the references. but PEWTER
WARES FOR SHEFFIELD has one for
Rogers BROADHEAD, eleven for
BROADHEAD & ATKIN, two for R.
BROADHEAD & CO., and one for
BROADHEAD & CO. This book also il-
lustrates the following products for two of the
companies:

R. BROADHEAD & CO.
| Coffee pot
2 Teapots

BROADHEAD & ATKIN
4 Coffee pots
2 Teapots

I Creamer & sugar

2 Cream jugs

I TRELLIS JUG of
Staffordshire pottery
lidded in metal

Snuffer tray
I Sugar crusher

Now that we are aware of these successive
firms, hopefully we will seeand record - in the

BULLETIN - more of their marked products.
We would also appreciate a photograph of
any of the unpictured items in this review.

References:

I. BULLETIN, PCCA (Volume & page number
shown as PC*:59)

. A HISTORY OF BRITISH PEWTER by John
Hatcher & T. C. Barker, 1974.

3. ENGLISH GOLDSMITHS & THEIR MARKS
by Sir Charles J. Jackson, 1921 (Goldsmiths
include Silversmiths)

4. PEWTER WARES FROM SHEFFIELD by
J. L. Scott, 1980.

. SHEFFIELD PLATE by Henry Newton Veitch.
1908:284-291.

6. SPINNING WHEEL (magazine) April
1973:15-16.

7. THE WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF
PEWTERERS OF LONDON SUPPLE-
MENTARY CATALOGUE OF PEWTER-
WARE, 1979:109.
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Products By ‘Coldwell’

By Stevie Young

In the collection of William D. Carlbach
are two products marked ' COLDWELL’-an
engraved nutmeg box and a pot, illustrated in
Fig. |. The nutmeg box is very similar to that
of L'260, and the dimensions of these two
boxesare very close. The mark {L*508) differs
only with tlie placement of the small '3’ which
is below the name touch on this particular
box, Fig. 2. It seems that someone was
practicing a fleur-de-lys design on the piece of
metal used for the bottom of this box seen left
of the name touch, and to the right above the
touch is another partial design.

Fig. [. Nutmegboxand teapot marked 'COLDWELL.
Box:4-9/ 16" O.H., I-1'4 x I-11/16" Top and Base dim.
Teapot: 770.H.;4-3,4” Brim. H.;4-13, 16 x5-7/16" Base
dim. Collection of William D. Carlbach.
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Fig. 2. Mark on Nutmeg box: 17/32 x 1/16” (Smoke
rubbing).

Fig. 3. Teapot parts - Body: 4-1 1/ 16" Rim H.; S-3 /X x
6-3 87 Rimdim. [nsert: 11 16" H. at Lid opening. 7 16~
H. 2t outside edge.

The three-part pot, Figs. | & 3, looks very
English in design. even to its oblong finial.
Note the spout and how high is is placed.
[nside at the body opening of the spout is a
flat disc with many holes which seems to
indicate that this could be used for tea.
Nothing is provided to hold the removable
top part of the body cor the lid in place. The
name touch onthe bottom of the pot, Fig. 4, is
that of L*508 between a *4’ above and below.
Perhaps these two 4s are a clue to this pot's
full use. the lower ‘4" indicating that the pot
body holds four-half pints and the upper ‘4
indicating a missing ‘dripolator’ insert of the
same capacity, or vice versa.

Fig. 4. Mark on Teapot: 17/32 x 116" (Smoke
rubbing).

We have long suspected that the
COLDWELL marks were those of rwo men,
George COLDWELL, New York City, 1787-
1811, and a COLDWELL OF Sheffield,
1790s-early 1800s. The reason for this
suspicion is that the ‘G. COLDWELL’ marks
(L*509.510, and the fan touch, PC*21[1)area
group that does not correspond with the
surname touch, L*508. This latter touch of

diminutive size (17/32 x 1/6") fairly cries out
thatitis thetouch of anearly Britannia maker
in Sheffield. Holding that thought in mind,
let's note the products marked with the
surname touch, L*508:

Teapots

Boxes - shoe snuff; enameled snuff: oval
snuff; nutmeg

Another Sheffield-type box to be con-
sidered is the tobacco box, Ex-Coll. Nina
Fletcher Little, illustrated with its inner lid,
ANTIQUES Magazine, 3/45:186. As reported
by Mrs. Little in the magazine, the touch was
partly obliterated and faint - she thought it
read ‘COLDWELL M'LEAN." Subsequent
to the publication of this article, in a letter to
Leclie . Laughlin, she sketched the mark,
Fig. 5. and sent rubbings of the engravings

COLDWELL|

§ LEAN]

Fiy. 3. Sketch of mark, faintand partially obliterated,
on Tobacco box. This 1s a different mark than the onc
Wyler:267 shows. Ex-Cullection of Nina Fleicher Little.

with full dimensions of the piece. Shetold him
that her PCCA friends had convinced her that
the piece was by FROGGATT, COLDWELL
& LEAN, Sheffield, and she believed that the
name FROGGATT of this badly obliterated
or poorly struck touch was above the other
partners’ names. Discouraged because she
“could not clean it to look like pewter,” and
convinced it was a Sheffield piece, she sold it
before Ledlie had a chance to examine it
personnally.

When PC® No. 2 was received in 1969, [
was astounded to see, after a period of 24
years, what appeared to be Mrs. Little's
tobacco box again. This time it was described
as “made of sheet metal, seamed at one end,”
had no mention of an inner lid, and was in
clean condition. The mark on the outside
bottom was given as L’510 above *‘N-YORK",
a first for sucha combination to be reported. |
was deeply disturbed by its exactness to the
tobacco box, and the ‘N-YORK’ touch, the
type found at least a quarter century later with
the BOARDMAN & HART touch, L'439.
(See footnote'),

We have always tried to bear in mind that
research or study must be done with one
thought uppermost, “See what you are seeing,
not what you want to see!” Deeply puzzled, I
wrote immediately to Ledlie and he responded
thatall the dimensions sent him by Mrs. Little
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onthetobacco box, as well as thedesign of the
engraving, were exactly like those of the tea
caddy, L'823. He stated that he never saw the
mark on the caddy as the mark was reportedly
too faint for a rubbing to be sent to him.

Thestudy of the two items in the Carlbach
collection has brought the whole unresolved
COLDWELL problem out for re-examination
at a time when [ have been deeply involved
with English Britannia makers and their
marks, a study which has already moved
several marks across the Atlantic to Britain
where thev belong.

First [ reviewed the meager facts on record
of men named COLDWELL. Briefly they are,
as {ollow:

a) C.1018, George COLDWELL, pewterer
in Cork, Ireland, 1773. (He could have
been the one in NYC in 1787.) P.1018
showed a partial COLDWELL touch
onashoesnuffbox, c.1800 (Coll. Harry
Walker). This touch seems to have been
assigned on the basis that only one
COLDWELL was listed in Cotterell.
Hopetully a member of the British
Pewter Society will obtain a rubbing
from Mr. Walker of the mark on his
snuffbox and mail it to us for com-
parison with L3508, 509, 510.

Michael COLDWELL. Cork. silver-
smith, mentioned 1742, d. 1752°,

c) W. COLDWELL, partner of FROG-
GATT, COLDWELL & LEAN, mfrs.
of Sheffield Plate and Brit. metal,
1792-¢.1800. Apparently COLDWELL
left this partnership, ¢.1800; he was
reported alone, [806, listed as a plater.
[Wyler:267 includes touches for both
the partnershipand him alone with name
spelled COLDWELL, not COULD-
WELL as the firm is also found listed.
Henry FROGATT, one of the partners,
used a small surname touch’; W.
COLDWELL mayalso have had a small
surname touch, possible L?508.
Partners changed frequently in the
Britannia era in England, as well as
here many years later in the American
Britannia era, with men often working
alone between partnerships. It is,
therefore, possible that W. COLD-
WELL worked alone before and after
the FROGGATT,COLDWELL & LEAN
partnership.] ;

b

d

—

George COLDWELL,NYC, 1787-1800
Directory listings (years skipped: not
listed)

1789 - pewterer at 218 Queen Si.
(Address of Francis Bassett, was
COLDWELL employed by Bas-
sett?)

1790-93 - pewterer at 34 Gold St.

1794-96 - pewterer, spoon & candle-
mould mfr., 98 Gold St.

1800 - candlemould & spoon mfr., 7
Beekman St.

1803-10 - pewterer, 7 Beekman St.

In 1790 he had a household of three
females and three small boys. In 1800 his
tamily had left him. In will. dated 10,31 1308,
calling himself pewterer, he stated he was

estranged from his wife, Ann Cotterill, and five .

small sons, the name of the youngest unknown
to him. He appointed as executrix of his estate
his dearly beloved female friend, Rebekah
Lafetra. The bulk of his estate was left in trust
for their son, Joseph Lafetra COLDWELL.,
with the interest from the estate paid to the
boy’s mother for her own use and that of their
son. However, if Rebekah should marry and
Josephdie in his minority, the Trinity Church,
N.Y..would become the principal beneficiary.

Will proved 4:29/1811. His age at death
was not recorded: it would have established
his approximate birth date and the cra of his
apprenticeship, and could have lead to more
information about this man.

Next in my review study. I re-read the
advertisements of George COLDWELL. They
were very explicit about the many items he
produced. He was a specialist, a maker
primarily of spoons and candle moulds (L'25),
a statement based on his 1794, and his annual
[801-1803 advertisements®. which specified
the following items (listed alphabetically and
identified by years for your convenience):

Buttons, various sizes, plain, 1794
suttable for sailors on slops
or working clothes, hand-
some patterns

Bottles, Suckling for infants 1803
Funnels 1803
Ink stands with glass bottles 1802
Ladles, Tureen 1802
Measures, Spirit, sealed from the 1794,

gallon to halfill inclusive 1802-3

Moulds, Candle - 20 sizes,

plain, fluted, and half fluted

Srom 3's to [0's 1794,
(See Footnote?) 1801-2-3
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Moulds, Ice Cream, |
gallon, possibly a new
product as he states,

a new pair of pewter Ice
Cream Moulds are now
finished and now offered
for sale, and goes on to
state that they are

more durable than those

made of Tinned Iron. 1803
Mugs, Q. & Pt. (Beer Pots, just 1794,
measure) 1801-2-3

Pans, Chair (stool), chamber,

& bed 1802-3
Plates for Music prepared for
Type 1802-3
Sacrament Vessels 1802-3
Spoons, British metal, table,

dessert, & tea spoons,

elegantly ornamented and

plain, common pewter table

and tea spoons (See

Footnote?) 1794
Teapots 1802
Toys, common 1803

Where on this list are the items marked
with the small surname touch - the nutmeg,
snufftobacco, and tea boxes, and the teapots?
The teapot in the Post collection (PC*118,
L‘771) bears the small surname touch. The
one in the New York Historical Society
(L'772, M:178) may also bear the same mark
-we will have to ask for this information as it
not in either book. Can anyone believe that
teapots advertised were of Britannia metal,
made with the advanced manufacturing
methods of Sheffield men working in the
same era as are the teapots found with the
small surname touch? Instead, were they not
pewter teapots of cast parts that everyone else
in New York City was producing at this time?
Where are the beakers which, undoubtedly,
because of their size, would bear the same
surname touch? How was the japanned and
engraved beaker of unusual shape (L'160,
M:71) marked? Or was it unmarked and only
associated with George COLDWELL through
the George Washington story? Where is the
beaker now?

Finally, [ examined the illustrations of the
tobacco box (ANT .3/45:186) and the tea
caddy (PC":25, L’:823) under high mag-
nification. Then | asked my husband, Paul,
who is a pewter conservationist, to do the

same. Our individual conclusions were that
the coincidence of the outstanding engraving
strokes in the decorations and the marks of
attrition - dents in the top and base rims as
well as the body - in both illustrations could
not be by chance. Our long search for the
approximately 190-year old tobacco box,
formerly owned by Mrs. Little, seems to have
reached a most surprising conclusion.

Footnote': A few months later a similar tea caddy (L"824)
was reported, marked "THOMPSON." The maker
may be the THOMPSON of THOMPSON &
BARBER, 1809, Shefficld.

Footnote™ [n advertisement, 1794, he stated his was the .
only manufuctory on the continent where they
(Tallow Chandlers) can be supplied with moulds as
10 smoothness, number of sizes, exact weights,
propornon and gloss. His being principally used by
the Tallow Chandlers throughout the United States.

~ 1 ‘ . 5 7
Footnote: Was he selling imported British metal spoons?
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Teapot By F.J. Fowler

Reported by Stevie Young

A smallteapot made by F. J. FOWLER of
Sheffield, Fig. I, is referred to as a “bachelor
size” teapot in PEWTER WARES OF
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Fig. I. Small teapot by F. J. FOWLER, 4~ O.H..3
347 Finial H.: 2-1'2~ Base dia. Private Collection.

Fig. 2. Enlargement of mark on the base of the teapot.
Actual length of the touch: 3'4~

SHEFFIELD by J. L. Scott. For those who
have not yetacquired a copy of this book, the
touch on this little teapot, Fig. 2. is not the
'F.J.FOWLER SHEFFIELD'(S.182)shown
in the book. The unusual formation of the
letters and the ‘pellets’ that separate them
scem to indicate thisis anearlier mark for this
man. who has six street addresses for the
period of 1833-1860.

New Boardman Forms
Bette And Melvven Wolf

The Boardman group has always been
known for its many pleasing designs and its
ingenuity. The following pictures illustrate
two previously unrecorded forms. Figure |
shows a typical 5-3: 16” Boardman chalice on
the left. Thechalice on the right is identical in
all dimensions, however, the raised banding
on the belly of the cup is unique. The use of
this raised banding, while a minor variation,

Fig. |. Typical Boardman Chalice (left) same dimensions
only banded (right).

produces a significant change in the visual
appearance of the chalice.

48
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Fig. 2. Tall Boardman beaker compared with shorter
version.

On theleftin Figure 2 is pictured a 5-3; 16"
Boardman beaker marked *T.B. and Co. (J-
49)." This tvpe of beaker is seen with many
different Boardman marks. To our Knowledge
the beaker on the right has not been previously
reported. The beaker is 4-1,4” tall and is
marked *T.D. and S.B.” The top diameter of
both beakersis 3-9/16”. The shorter beaker is
obviously from the same mold. but has been
modified by shortening the body mold by
approximately one inch at the base. This
allows the applied base to be approximately
/16" wider, or 2-15/16” as compared with
the taller piece. This would be expected since
the taper has been interrupted prior to its
most narrow portion.

We hope the preceding two forms will
broaden our knowledge of new and unantici-
pated Boardman forms.

Ed Note — Since receipt of this material from
Dr. Wolf, one of our members has
reported a pair of 4-1/4” beakers
by the Boardmans, constructed
in the same manner as reported
above.

The Gleason Shaft

Bette And Melvyn Wolf

Much has been written concerning the”

frequent use of the same mold to create a
variety of pewter forms. The following picture
illustrates this particular aspect of the
pewterer's versatility. Shown are five lighting
devices by Roswell Gleason. Jacobs mark
“J147" appears on all pieces except the bulls-
eye lamp.

The identical shaft appears on all five
items. The bulls-eye lamp, however, utilizes
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