






































































THE COLLECTOR'S MANUAL 

of this is slow, and must be accomplished by patient, 

hard scrubbing with a hard brush, · and plenty of hot 

water and soap. The addition of soda, borax, or am­

monia will help somewhat, but hot soap and water will 

do, and is hard on the hands. When this crust of 

dirt is somewhat loosened, with a woollen cloth, kerosene, 

and any good · metal polish, · rub and rub, and then rub 

some more. When your arms are rested begin and rub 

again, and gradually in spots and lines the silvery sur­

face will appear, slowly broadening as you work on. 

Of course, specimens which have not been cleaned in 

years will be the only ones requiring slich labour, and 

when once bright can easily be kept so. A fuial brilliant 

polish can be given by whitening and a · woollen cloth. 

Dents and bends can sometimes be removed by means of 

a wooden mallet and pad of leather, but one will be much 

more likely to damage a piece still further, for as it is 

a soft metal, pewter is easily knocked out of shape . . 

Small scratches and lines will often wear away with 

frequent cleanings, and any way seem a hall-mark of . 

antiquity and respectability. 
Quite a contrast to such elegance as these candlesticks 

in Figure 302 can be seen in the group of stout little 

pewter Jamps next shown (Figure 303) . . They were 

made before 1763 without doubt, for at that time the 

flat-wicked lamp was invented, and was most popular 

since it gave such a superior light to the round-wicked 

one. All of these you see have round wicks. I do not 

doubt that the owner of the pairof tallest ones felt very 

well satisfied with them, and thought them most "gen-. 

282 

., 
I 



OLD PEWTER 

teel." TheJamp to the left has a bull's-eye of glass which 
concentrated the light for sewing or reading. Cannot 
you see the eager circle which gathered about of an 
evening, while the latest news of the war and of Gen­
eral Washington's movements were read from the 
broadsides which came so infrequently and were so 
badly printed? 

Another means of procuring light was by what. were 
called" whale-oil lamps," like the two shown in Figure 
304. They were made of pewter, and sometimes of 
glass, but the pewter were more highly considered on 
account of their less perishable character. They were 
poor things at best, smoky and ill-smelling, and candles 
were used at all elegant entertainments, even if they did 
drip from chandelier or sconce and ruin the dresses and . 
spot the coats of . the dancers or diners. Whale oil was 
procurable as early as 1712, for by that date the N an­
tucket whalers were voyaging to distant seas in pursuit 
of the sperm whale. The oil boiled at sea was a pale 
yellow, and quite odourless. It was also the highest 
. priced on that account, and so was not as commonly 
used as an inferior grade. . These lamps are . doubtless 
American made, for they are not marked, but were 
found in Massachusetts in a family whose oldest member 
could not recollect when they had not been called " old 
lamps." . . 

Other humble .lamps are shown in the next illush'a­
tion, Figlire 305, of pewter also; the swinging one was 
able to do duty as a hand-lamp when not wanted on the 
wall. The little lamp in the foreground was for bedroom 
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~~ use, and may have been used to burn" camphine," as 

; n~.': ~j spirits of tUl:pentine was call~d ,:hen used for lighting 

, '\.' . 'i purposes; thIS gave a very white light, though extremely 

r :6.~ :6 '>~ volatile and inflammable. It is not so very many decades 

l:.rr:;=-,,' since camphine was ?sed, in to~s and villages ; for only 

I J .~' 1:1 the other day ~ man ill IDlddl: lIfe told me that he reme,m-

J ,j ~ ! ~ bered well belIig sent by his mother to ?uy ca~~hine 
~ t .rt ~ \ v:hen he was a ~m~ll boy, a~d of .her p~rtIcular illJUllC-

1 J ,~ ! r hons not to spIll It. He lived illUhca, New York, 

Jl .& i ~ which considered itself quite a town. The earliest use 
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1"" ri 1 0 camp e was ill 4 . . :\ . '~ ~:» It was rather ' fortunate that our ancestors generally 

.., rx~~ \ followed the custom of " early to bed and early to rise," 

L (, ) I or their eyes must have suffered from such poor and 

G(j\\:/:).:) insufflc~e~t ,light. However, they were n?t bothered with 

,,(o~\\ a multIpliCIty of books, nor a dozen daily newspapers; . 

..,,~:' ~jj and a single candle was enough to spin by, or to sit at 

ll~< , il r rest on the settee and watch the fire crackle on the hearth. 

~ \\ ~v .~ J Indeed, this same candle would give light enough to 

~ . ~. compound a " night cap" of flip, to see when the logger­

r ~ .::t:';;. :~ head was red-hot, and that there were proper propor-

J ~ ~ '11 tions of sugar and spice, pumpkin chips and beer, or 

! j . (~.~ 1 ~ whatever other personal touches went to the mixing of 
·1-''l,I'11 b 

j.1· 'ij ~ tIllS favourite rew. 
31 f /i) [' . . An Ullusua~y fine piece of pewter of German make 

: j . ,:j appears at FIgure 306, There has been a very large 

1 j : J and very handsome mark on the bottom, but some parts 

~,' A .f) of it have become quite ,obliterated. It is a ,soup tureen 

~ ~~""?,; and tray, the tureen bemg capable of holding three or 

il(~ ;~\~ ) four quarts. The design on the cover, the knob, and 
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l~ ~he handl~s are not common in ~~aterial. ~cept ~~~~ 
{I (jl) ill such pIeces as, a~e of the very chOIcest quality ,of r { ( ~:} ) \ 

, .\ \J"i/./ plate pewter. ThIS IS a very rare and extremely chOIce ~\~ I! 
/~,,~~~(,\ example, and one rarely comes across a piece like it /.c... <./...~(, 
f/' d~\ that is not a museum specimen. In fact, this specimen I (-";:'~l~ 
l i ig{ i I comes under that heading, as it belongs to that small 1j ~ ' 1 
I.i .~ 11 and choic,e muse~ of antiques whi~h is being gathe~ed ~I :.1 ~f.~ 11 
~) "if tf' bytheMlssesHeWIttatCooper,Umo.n,NewYorkClty. · ( 'f1.~ 2; 
1,1 y 1 ~ost of the ea~ly churches m this country had f~r . '.1 ,I 1'1 
:j "" j theIr first commumon sets those made of pewter, and It . ,j .j 
'. .) j was generally all they · could do. to buy two tankard~, ' '''I ) i 
\~, a Iaver, and a rou,nd trencher. The cups werecontl'l- v '''"'''' r') 

(J\, . ,l. . It. There, are ~he rema,ms of such a serVIce at the Con- " {1} 3 ) J 

J..>~~//b cor~ AntIquarIan SOCIety, and ~nother at · Deer:6.~ld, C~,;Yt~~ 
'. 0~~~\ Mas~achus~tts. As, soon as possIble the congregatIOn . ~ . t~\ 

U I >! obtamed silver services, and the old pewter ones were 1j},~0 \ \.( 
<:?? (~<.(8 ~ned adrift. We ~ave hea~d of portions of such ser- -(r~:::~'r 

t \ ( ~ },! ) Vl~es, marked, turmng .u~ m a pedlar's wagon, and \1, ~ l)~~ , 
J?;.\4.) bemg rescued from obliVIOn by a good churchwoman A: rZ"{:) 

.,/ ;::.S"Y:£; of another creed. & L.':a 'y~ 
r iI ~ -~! It is rather safe to buy old pewter, if the price is J ' 
!.! f ~.. J.j . moderate, for it has not been made to any extent d~r~ng i 
j l J \ the last seventy years, Even the very method of mIxmg \ 
'; r' '/1j the metal and handling it seems quite forgotten, and ' / 
!! q cheap. china, e~rthenware and glass have taken the place 
d !I' of a rIch and silvery metal. . ' ' 
! 1" , _ . ~r . In Figure 307 is showri ' a set ,of platters and plates, ', v", .. ) 

fJ. [: ~}., . commg m WIth chmaware. (1 ('~)). , ) 
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OLD PEWTER 

one hundred and fifty-eight different heads. He had 
large quantities of brass, copper, and pewter goods, 
valued at over £200. 

Pewter cisterns for holding water are also mentioned 
in these old inventories, but they are seldom met with. 
Boardman and Company made much pewter in New 
York. Fifty years before this, in 1743, John Halden 
advertised that he made and sold pewter ware of all 
kinds at Market Slip, New York. There was Robert 
Boyl~, 1745, William Bradford, Francis Bassett, Henry 
Will; and Malcolm J\1cEwen, all to be found in New 
York, and all ready to make pewter utensils to order 
or to sell you from their stock; By 1841 the last men 
who had retained this trade no longer advertised them­
selves as pewterers, but were ready to show Britannia 
ware of the newest patterns, and fresh from Birming­
ham or Sheffield. 
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