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OLD 
~v erification lvlarl(s on 
PEWTER I'AEAS-URES 

By HAROLD W. SPSIGHT 
Chief In..-pt'dnr of \V .. :ights f.? :\k:l:'Hr\.':-. ;'\;cwc:l:->t1c-upnn-TYllc 

Photographs h y .r A ~\tI ES PEN N, .T n r., Chief In:-pl'L"to. pf \'"eight:-; {$ \fl::1SUrc~. D('\\"s!Hlry 

LIVERPOOL 
Old starnp of SALfORD: unique use of In~pector's narne 

\V AI~WICKSl-lmE: BfV\DFORD, with crest of EDlNRUI~GH 

Hundred of I-Iernlin;;ford boar's head without tongue 

F
(ll~ lllallY years the \\-()r1r\ of pewter collectors 

_ \i; lO' been crying out iur ill formatioll C()I1-

c'erning the 5mall Illar\":ings which often are 
seen clu "terecl roul1d the lip .~ anc1 side::; of pe\\-ter' 
ll11'a"l1re:-;. The~e marks kn-e nothing- \\'hate\'('r 
tll dll \"ith makers' Illark c: or " tOl1ches," they are 

the" nritication stamps" illlpres:-:ecl by \\'eights 
and measures officials of the Lot'al Authority to 
:-;ho\\' that the mea;:;ure has been compared \\'ith a 
"tanclarcl and found to be correct. 

In this count.\' the practice of stamping 
measure" as a guarantee of accuracy seCl11S to 

Old o;t:lmp of Klr~KCi\LDY 
(Georp:e IV) 

NEWC\STLf-:-UPU!'I-TYNE 
AdOI'LL! c. 1/)80 

TYNEMOUTH Old stamp of MIDDLESEX 
CITY OF LONDUN (partiallv def<lced) showing 

Almr~OATI-I the c. thrt'l' seaxes ,. 

Tii! ' :\81' 1(.I'.:E COLLECTOR. D,UJllbcr, lC)38. 3;7 
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Verification Marks on Old Pewter Measures 

CHESTER 

CHESTEI\ 

ha\'e been inaugurated in the reign of Ecl\\-ard T, 
who ordallled that: "the standard of JJll sheb, 
gallons, and ells shall he sealed \\-ith an iron seal 
of ()ur Lord the King and no mea::;ure shall be in 
any town unless it do agree \\-ith the Killg's 
l11ea ::\ ure." In the 16th century an official k110\\-n 

a:; the Dean of Guild was resjJonsible, not unl), 
for the quality -of the \\"Ork turned out by the 
Guild, but also tor the accuracy of pn\"ler 
measure" made by the members, and amongst the 
articles ill (he keeping of the Dean of Guild lil\" 

Dundee \\-as .. ane Iron stamp to mark ye tinn 
stoLlpis." 

There \\-as -no general ulJligat iun upon LIJl'ai 
Autlwritie:; tu pru\-ide for the inspectiun of 
\\-eights and measures ulltil early in the l~)th 

century. \\-hen it \\"as the practice to stamp correct 
measure:; \\-ilh a mark c1eri\-ed, in most cast:;, trum 
the arm:; of the to\\-11 or county \\"here they were 
used. - Some uf these designs incorporated all11u,.;t 
all the detaiL oi the city arlllS, as in the line ex
amples · of l~dinlJurgh a~lcl LinriHJol; others are 
JJasec1 on Lt portion onl." of the arms, as in the 
ca:,;e of the Leicester :otall1\, \\"hich depicts ollly 
the .. cinlluefuil erllline" frol11 the arms of the 
borough, (Jr, in the ca~~ of Dr;\dford, \\"here the 
cre::it only is adujlted, .. a l)uar's head wilhuill a 
tonglle:" _-\ curious and 1I11iqtle example is that 
of Saliorcl \\-here the olci stamp portrays a Cro\\"ll 

slIfl11uunting- the Inspector':,; surname" \\'right" 
-fortunately his name \\-as phonetically CU\l1- . 

patible \\-ilh the p\lrpo:-,e ui the :otamp! 

()rher stallll,,;, less interesting herahlically C(lll
sickn:d. c{)llsistecilllerely oi a cro\\"n slIrInolllllillg 
the initial,; uf the tU\\"I1 as ill the ca se-'of the city 
of Bath , .. Cf<)\\-n B.C." and Swansea ... Crum1 
RS." ()f \\-hich a brge number existed. In IOi()' 
after c()lIsolidatilJl\ uf \\-eight:'; ane! llIeaSlIn:s Ia\\-, 
the Standards Department of the Board of Trade 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE: Types of the IIniform Board oi Trade "tamp 
Old stamp, 187:1 ,. Uniform ,. stamp (after 188U) 

LEICESTEI~ 
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.' VERIFICATION MARKS FOUND ON OLD PEWTER MEASURES 

A\.i."-:3cl o l'\. 

~ 
B uc.k I,,, 8 h.3.""5h ...... ~ 

~ 
Boston. Ct...il\c.~) 

~e .... ksh.i1e 

~. 
AJf 
BB 

D-C 

B 
J)~n.1.i.!'I" 

0nON 
<t5 
v 

DON 
:Oonca..~e-e"(' 

Doyg,~ 

EXOlf 

I!!f D.l 
<::::::::> 
I off: ELY 

I'5 le: of E ') 

H~g\..~1l\. FeT .. e,~ 
(No ... th~.5) 

HuLL 

" . 
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V EKlflCA nON MAlZKS FOUND ON OLD PE\V-fEf M I l "{ . I:,-\SlIKI:S 

Co, of Kef'\.t 

~ 
130 

Old. 

North"' ..... \,e .... l'3."cl 
~ t ,amps 

Portsmouth 

B. S. 

~ 
V'K 

.:5o..ffv-ow\. IfJ -ald.e" 

No..,~ 

of 
l'icli~ 

V oYk~I"'#e 

rllHE s tatnl" illLl s tLlt ... 1 

h l ' r L' \\" I t h arl' l10l 

.. tl'L1,-IIl", " hilt ~,r(' I",cd 
1II:lrk , l-nti Iyillg that a Pl' \\ 

Il'r 1I1l':1'1I re has 10 <.:<: 11 h'StL'cI 
fur ;ll:rl1C\ C\" Tlie\' an.' 
gl-lIl'ra ll} pla-'-l'd rlJLlI;d lip.
alld ,id"" with -;lIIl'icllt ;111.1 
111,,,krlllll;lrk , tOg-c:th l' L Till' 
tlltllkrll :-- taIlll' i:-; the ulli 
I(JPII ' k , il! lI illtrlldll(L'd 11\ 
Ihl' Il"arcl '-"I- TI :"k ill IX71~, 
i(Jrflll"d (If ~1 ... ~ r(\\\ tI. tlie 
illitial:; III tlll' n::ig'lIillg' 
SlI\ l'r<:i f! l1 . ;IIHI a IItUII!'l"!" _ 
Thl' IIllml'l'I- illdil'aks :\ 
to\\ 11 . al'l"l>nli IIg to ;UI uftil-ial 
li,t kl'pl at l'H'ry \\'l-ight, 
alld :1Il':\:'1I1"l.~ ~ lllic.l". alld 
thus thl' IUl-;dit y ul all early 
:,talHp call alw:lY:-l he a :-; "T r 

I;,jllcd f rum thL' 1110dl'rll 
,talllp al n llf!'s id,' it. 
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The Antique Collector 

requested all local authu ritks to ,,-ithdra\\" their 
ole! stamps in favour of a 11lli form d e:, igl1 consist
ing of a cnnvn, the re ig nillg ~()\"(:reign'~ initial s, 
and a J1'1111her a llottecl lo th e tm\" n , a llCllhi s i~ th e CUNGLET()!'l 
de~ign u i !'tamp in use to-day . 

'\[ o;; t o f the p e wter 1l1 ca~l1res III ~l:C< lnd-halld 

~h(iil'; ha\'e both the ancient amI l1lc)(Iern :'tamps 
marked 11j)()11 them, ~l1id the" tlni form " stamp is 
o fren tl) be f(Jl1lld side In' side \I' ith th e old 
heraldic :,tamp ( see illustration of Car li sle 
stamrJs), Thus a mean~ is prOl' icI ed ,,-herehy the 
plal-e () i \" e riticalio n ca n he t raced _ for every 
wc ; .~hb a nd m easures ollice has a li ~t of the _ BEHWICK 
llumhers allottee! by the HoarcI o f '["racIe to the 
\';t;- ifl\1"; l()cal ;'\l\thorities of the United l'ingclot11. 

!\ortI1l1mberl;]nd pew ter measure with old 
Nvrthlll11herlillld stil mp 

The re are mallY illtc re ;; ting featnre:; allOut the 
<1l::-,ign;; of these o lel stamI>~ a s, for in:-:tance, the 
.. can!in.g" :-;ign ificance of the s \\'allo\\" (French: 
hin' ildcllr) for Arulldel. ane! the Congletoll stamp 
\\'h ich i~ d erived from an ancient se,tl which . 
d epicted. in addition tu the lion s t<1ndin.!.:· I11X lIl a 
t 1111 . nn) s l1pporting- cOllger ech. the" conger -o f UIl " 

ide;: heing a crl1de pun (1I ! Congleton ~ 

Th en there is the tongue]e;;s boa r' s head of 
l~racl f(l rci \\·hidl pe rpetuates the legend of the 
ki lling- r;f an enormo us wild hoa r \Ylli ch infes ted 
the C liffe " 'nod in th e days of lon g- ago. A re
\\"~rd \'.-~s o ffered for the dest ruct ion of the hoar 
;\ l1d t\\-n men claimed th e mon ey; one o f them, 
h:n\·c I'er . \\-a~ ·.·.- i::;e enough to Cllt o u t the hClar's 
i(J ' lg11C and to )lmduce it a s a prllfl f of hi s ex ploit. 

NORFOLK 

HAODINGTON 

Old ~tal11p of 
CAr~LISLE 

Victorian uniform 
ci e:- ign for 
CAr~LfSL.E 
"VR" :-l ~12 

319 
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