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WHERE DID THE FLAGONS COME FROM? 
RIDDLE OF A CITY CHURCH .,0. By A. V. SUTHERLAND-GRAEME 

T HE pewter flagons shown in the accom
panying illustration formed part of the 
pewter plate belonging to the Church of 

Sl. ~withun, London Stone, Cannon Street, E.C. 
This chu rch was partially destroyed dming the 
war, but fortunately the ll agons and a footed 
paten had been removed, and only s ix alms 
pia tes were lost. . 

These ilagons present an inte res ting prob
le m: for it is clear that they were neve r in tended 
for sacra mental use a t a ll, Cl fact which is proved 
by the inscriptions on them. These inscriptions 
encircle the projecting bases, that to the left 
reading: "The gift of John Layland (and) J oseph 
'Watts, stewards, for the use o f the Sacielv 1717," 
and to the right: "Tile gift of John Layia nd and 
J ohn Taylor 1716, " Layland being the con
necting link. 

The records of St. Swithun's dl> not refer 
an ywhere to this Society a nd as there a re no 
other sources of infornlation of "'hich I am 
aware, it is not possible to state ",hat it was, 
how long it existed, or what conn ect ion it had 
with the church . 

It is , however, possible tu sl lggest an 
explcll1ation by referring to contemporary 
history. A change of rule had occurred. J ames 
II had left England in December, 1688. \"' illiam 
of Orange and his wife Mary, elder da ughter and 
heiress of J ames, became joint sovereigns, and 
a ll persons holding public ofnces were required 
to take the oath of a llegiance to them. 

Many of the clergy, however, having 
taken the oath to J ames, found it against their 
consciences to swear allegiance to \ ,Villiam and 
Mary, and, in consequence, they were deprived 
of their livings by an Act of Parliament. How
ever, they strove to continue their ministrations 
wherever possible and were known as Non
jurors. They and their flocks regard ed them
selves as the sole representat ives or t he t rue 
Church of England, differing from t he main 
body on th is issue a lone. It can ha rdl y be 
doubted that many of the "S()cieties" of the 
period sp rang from Non-juror congregations, 
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PEWTER FLAGONS FROM THE CHURCH OF ST. SWITHUN, LONDON STONE, 
CANNON STREET. BeCo re the war they were part oC the church's sacramental plate, 

though they ,,'e re probably designed for seell Jar and cOllvivial use 

and that, as thei r urda in cd melllbers died , and 
could not be repl;lced, th e v tended to become 
purely sec ular J acohite I·J u·bs . I. t is, therefore, 
quite likely that thcse Jla gllns \\'crc acqui red 
by one of th ese Chlhs, Ill)t rill' S;IL:r;l nl cnta l, but 
for convivia l usc, ;IS \\'Cre, r()r instance, the 
G uild flagon s S(1Urlen f(1nnd 'In the Continent and 
represented in this c(lun t ry \)" the Cllild flagons 
of Norwich and t hL' J C1i·nc r< Ihgun ;\l Sal isbury. 

The fla go ns shown are not a pair and only 
one bears a pcwterer's touch - the initials LP .. 
which were used \)y many pe\\·terers at this time. 
There is 1l1> expla n;l t i1.1n as to how these flagons 
came to I.Jc ;It st. Swithun's. The church, for its 
own sacr;ln1(:nLII uS;lge, alreauy possessed fine 
si lver fhgClns; <1nd, unt il rurther research gives 
the answl'1', the m;1 tter must perforce be left 
there. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
III the hUll se was attributp.rl i-n An" hpr 


