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PART I 

Fig. I.-Rose-water howl 
in pewter, the centre hos~ 
with the Royal A rl1l :-; of 
lames VI. (Frolll the 
collection of 1\1 ... (;eol1"rev 

]. (;ollil1 .) . 

PEWTER 
I N view of the decision to 

include Pewter in the 
present exhibition of Scot­

tish Art at Burlington House, 
it is not inappropriate that 
some account should be given 
here of the Pewterer's Craft in 
the northern Kingdom and of 
the wares which were pro­
duced there. At the same time 
it is obvious that a short article 
can only touch upon the fringe 
of the subject, and those who 
desire to enter more deeply 
into it should consult the late 
Mr. Ingleby Wood;s " SCG~tish \ 
Pewterware and Pewtere'l:s" 
and the late M r. Howard 
Cotterell's "Old Pewter, its 
Makers and Marks." ill each 
of which books it is fully 
dealt with. 

The examples illustrated in 
these notes have been selected 
as representative of the various 
types which have come down 
to us. 

The Craft of the Pewtel-er 
in Scotland appears to have 
been regularised not much 
earlier than the beginning 
of the 16th century. some 
ISO years .after it had 
been established in London. 
It must be remembered that 
Scotland as a whole was com­
paratively poor, and before the 
16th century, pewter was re­
garded as a luxury which 
could be afforded only by the 
wealthier classes, the re-

Fig. 2.- Touch plate wilh 
marks used by the Edin ­
burgh pewterers between 
c. J 575 and 1764. (lly 
courtesy of the National 
l\'Iu seulll of Antiquities, 

Edinburg-h.) 
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SCOTLAND 
mainder having to be content 
with wooden platters and horn 
or leather mugs. Moreover, 
the amount of tin produced in 
Scotland was negligible, and it 
had to be imported. These 
facts account for the compara­
tively late date at which pewter 
came into general use. 

As in England, so in Scot­
land, the Craft was controlled 
by Guilds, but with the differ­
ence that, in certain cases, in­
stead of each trade having its 
own Guild, several trades, hav­
ing perhaps similar methods of 
manufacture, or carrying on 
inter-related business, com­
bined to form one Guild. This 
was so in the case of the 
pewterers who, together with 
cutlers, blacksmiths and 
armourers, formed the various 
Incorporations of Hammermen 
throughout the country. The 
pewterers of Edinburgh joined 
the Edinburgh Hammermen·in 
1493. The earliest record of 
pewterers being members of 
the Perth Incorporation is in 
1546. In Glasgow few records 
remain of the early years of 
the Hammermen, but in the 
17th century pewterers are 
found among them; this Guild 
must, by that time, however, 
have interpreted its title very 
broadly, as we find clock­
makers, saddlers and potters in-· 
eluded in its membership_ The 
earliest references to a Guild 



Fig-. 4.-.'\11 ea rl y Sco tli :-, h 
Church na g-on, c. 1690. 
(From the coll ec tion ot 
nlr. Lew is Clappcrtoll.) 

o f Ha111111ermen at Aberdeen is in 
1556. at Dundee some twenty yea rs 
latel', and at S tirling in 16o,). 
w hil st a Guild a lso ex isted at 
Saint Anclrcvvs. 

Aga in , as in England , th e Craft 
.~Tad uall y succumbed tu th e in­
va sion of other more hyg ieni c 
mate rial s, and it is recorcl ed th at 
the la st sur viv11lg pe\l·terer in 
Edinhurgh \\'as .lames :\Inycs. 
\I:hose trade in pewter ct'ascd ill 
abuut the yea r 11)70. 

There a re prese rved in th e 
N ational M useu111 of A ntiquities 
in E dinhurgh two ,. Touch 1'la tes," 
of which the fIrst is. by permission . 
shown in Figure 2 . U pon them 
arc struck th e ma rks used hy th e 
E dinburgh pewterers bet"\.l' een 
ci rca 1575 and 1764. In 1,)67, in 
the reign of james VI , the Scot­
tish Parliament made the marking 
o f pewter compulsory, and these 

Fi g. s. - Complete sd of Scotti sh 
Chllrch plate cOlls i ~ 'ill g" nf 
llagoll s, CUI'S. haptisl1l=d hl)\vi aIlt! 
a llll s plat es" (B y (:( J1IrTC:-;Y or 

I\[ c s~ r :-; . I L & A. ]'illlhl'll.) 

Touch Plates are th e ev id en t out­
cume o t that law . Thel' formed 
the r ecord of th e 1l1a rks used on 
their wa res by the Master- re\\' ­
terers of th e City, and were used 
until the trade di ed out. S imilar 
T ouch Plates, of course, arc pre­
served by th e \Vorshipf111 Com­
pany oi ]'ewterers in L ondun .a nd it 
is probalJl e that these reco rds were 
a tone ti me kept by all th e prin­
cipal Cuild s of pewterer s. h()th :11 

England and Scotland, those o f 
Edinburgh and London being the 
sole survivors. 

So 111u ch for Hi story ; but be­
tore \\'e proceed to consider the 
pi eces illu strated , two singular 
facts must be recorded. 

The 11r5t is that comparatively 
few of the exampl es of Scottish 
pewtel' \vhi ch have come down to 
us arc of a da te pr io r to the first 

Fig. J.-A group of Scotti sh 
Church flago ns. (F rom the 
collection of th e late :Mr. V\l alter 

Church er.) 

quarter of the 18th century, due, 
no doubt, chieil y to the fact that 
before that period, for the reasons 
a lready g iven. much less pewter 
was made. One outstanding ex­
ample is, however, shown In 

F igure 1. 

The second is that a notable gap 
occurs hel ween E cclesiastical and 
Ta vern pieces; H ousehold wares 
such as tankards , candlesticks and 
sa lt s are practi cally non-existent, 
and even di shes and plates are un­
C0111mon. That church vessels 
have been preserved is easily un­
dersta ndable, and, to a lesser 
degree, perhaps, the same may be 
sa id of spirit and wine measures 
and a le pots. in use in inns. But 
Scotland ha s nothing to show com­
parable with , for instance, the 
splendid Stuart, Anne, and Geor­
gian lidded domestic tankards of 
E ngland ; and it mu st be supposed 
that between the upper and lower 
classes the gap of poverty which 
sepa rated silv er from horn IS 

Fi g-. G.~- Sc otti s h l"OI11 -

lllullion CLIP ill :::i l'ri ht.' d 
.' Tht: :\:-;soc ialt" Co ngrega ­
tion in Eas t uf Fi fe 
/ ; ... u." ( Fr o l11 thL: l'O ]It:C­
lioll of .;\ 11' . Fr:lIl .... is J. 

\\" l'stOll. F .:--;. ;\ .) 
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PEWTER OF SCOTLAND-Clmlil1l1cd 
responsible; there was no " middle class" in pewter. 
There are, however, two pear-shaped dome-lidded 
tankards in the possession, respectively, of the kirks 
of Drumelzier and Jblfron. 

Turning to the pieces themselves, Figure I is of a 
three-tiered rose-water bowl. Upon a boss of copper 
and enamel in the centre appear the Royal Arms of 
J ames VI (of Scotland , I of England). The maker 
was Robcrt Vleir, \I'hose Touch , elated 1600, appears 
in the very centre of the circular head of the Touch 
Plate (Figure 2) . This magnificent piece-one of 
the finest examples of old Scottish pewter in exist­
ence-is in the collection of Mr. Geoffrey J. Gollin, 
M.A. , of London. Its fellow , for there is a 'pair, is 
the property of the writer. 

Perhaps the most typicalo£ all the products of the 
Scottish pewterers are their Church flagons, and the 
familiar so-called " Tappit Hen" measures. 

A group of the former, from the collection of the 
late lVlr. V\l alter Church er, i~ seen in Figure 3. It 
will be noted that , apart fr0111 minor deviations in 
detail, all are of the same type, sturdy and severely 
plain, with tapering drums relieved about the centre 
by a broad Iband or narrow fillet, with slightly domed 
flat covers and (plain twin-ea red thumbpieces. The 
principal deviation from strict conformity is the 
addition of a finial knob to the 'centre of the lid. 
Many of these flagons exist, both in churches and 
private coIlections, and the Iwhole, with one or two 
exceptions, may be dated between 1730 and 1790. 

These Hagons and the 'Communion cups which 
accompanied them were frequ ently engraved with 
the name of the Kirk or Congregation to which they 
belonged, together with the clate of purchase or pre­
sentation; in this instance the small flagon is 
engraved " Coldstream 1767." Figure 4 shows an 
early flagon, probably circa 1690, and progenitor of 
the type. It is in the collection of Mr. Lewis 
CIapperton, M.A. , CA., ·of Glasgow. 

Incidentally some of these Hagons have spouts, a 
feature which usually proclaims a late date. Earlier 
flagons were seldom spouted, and in many cases 
spouts were added later as the difficulty of pouring 
accurately from a wide month became apparent. 

A complete set of plate comprising Hago11S, cups, 
baptismal bowl and alms plates is illustrated in 
Figure 5, from a photograph kindly lent 'by lVlessrs. 
H. & A . Kimbell of London . All the pieces except 
the plates bear the inscription " Associate Congrega­
tion of Falkirk 1787." Though adhering more or 
less rigidly to type as regards flagons, the pewterers 
allowed themselves somewhat more latitude in de­
signing cups, as will be seen in Figure 6. This is 
perhaps the most pleasing of all the types of Scot­
tish Communion ·cup. Its inscription reads "The 
Associate Congl'egation in East of :Fife 1743," and it 
is in the coll ection of lVII-. Francis J. V\l eston, F .S .A. 
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REVOLVING 
A Query Turning on a 

Scarce Type of Old Furniture 

T· H l': query in,the heacli.ng '.I[J[lli.es, of cours~, 
only to the hr:'t two dlustratlOns, but thiS 
brief article is partly a di5cussion as to 

whether .. re\'()ll 'ing tables " of thi s kind are 
dumb-waiters or bookcases. EI'eryone knows the 
uSllal pattern of three- tiereel (mure or less) dumb­
waiter, and it wil l be conceded that Figures I and 
2 bear less resemblance to those dumb-waiters 
than to the squat type 0 f revolving bookcase which 
had a place in so man}; of ollr parents' studies­
or in those sitting-rooms \-vhich I·vere by courtesy 
described as drawing-rooms. Again, there is in 
Mr. Arthur I-Iayden ' s interesting little book on 
" Cottage and Farmhouse Furniture" (p, J 8 J of 
the older editions) an oak revolving table with feet 
roughly similar to those of Figure r, but with 
another tier or storey . Now that piece, dated 
circa 1720, is described unequivocally as a "re­
volving bookstand." 

Fig. I.-Oak revolving bookcase (?) with tripod 
support. (By courtesy of Mr. S. W. Wolsey.) 
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Fig, I , - .'\ gr() up of "Tappit Hen " measures, form crll' ill the Charbolllli er co ll cctio:1. 

The two all the ri ght ill eac h row arc " Crested Hens," 

" '- PEWTER OF SCOTLAND 
By Captain A. SUTHERLAND-CRAI.::ME, F_~ .. ,\" ,\. IU. Il.')". 

PART II 

1f Po'rf [ of Ih i.l" arlicle a/>!'c(.·rcd ill n llr Febr llary , 1939, i.l".I""IIe, 

L EAVI NG eccl es iastical pe\der we enter the 

, homely tavern and here we tincl tb e familiar 

"Tappit Hen " (butonlv in th eory, alas !), 

It is not proposed to enlarge upon the di scuss ion 

which ha s ragcd aroun d thc der iva tio n of thi s name, 

In tbe wr iter's opinion the propounder uf the theo ry 

that it is c1el-iv ed tn)1ll " T()pin ettc," th e name g iven 

to a French \\' in l' lIll'aSlIre lIi SUlll c\\' hat si lllil a r form 

is probab ly as n'car thl' truth as \\ 'l' shall evcr get: 

the old ass()ciati()11 he t\\-een Sc()t land and Fra nce 

which, in cid entally, led t() the ass imilati oIl o f h -cnch 

words (c "!.!',, As hl'l - -a I 'la I<.: : 1:' 1', : ,-\ ss ictte) is Cl 

strong argum cnt in its ta\'IIUr , I :i,~'ure [ sho\\'s a 

group of these l11ea sur l'S ClI \';Iryi ll ,l;' L' a pac iti es , both 

Scots and Il1lpe rial. \\ 'hi l' h \\T re flll"llH:rly ill the 

Charbonnie r l'o ll l'l:ti'l ll. The fact th;lt, on the [6th 

century i()unt ;lin at I.i nlith !,!'()\\', a Ii.!.!'ur e is shl)\\'n 

h olding in it,; h;lIld IIIlL' '" th esl' Illea sures is ev id ence 

that th e type \\';IS \\ 'c ll kl111\\'I1, at lea st in the south 

of Scotland, me r 31111 \'(' ;[r5 agll , hut. \\-ith OIl e or 

t\o\'o excepti ons, none o f those \o\' hi ch exist to-day are 

ear li er th an circa 172,=. , a nd th ey lasted till the early 

19th century, Three va ri eties a re known; those 

w- ith plain dOI11 ed lid s, those whose lids are sur-

1ll0Ll llt cd hy ti llia ls (oo C rested I-l ens "), and those 

\\-hich ;me lidl ess, Three exampl es of the latter a re 

sh() \\-" 1I in Fi ,!.!'ure 2 ; they arL: known as the 

" Aberdee l1 " [YPl' , !mm the loca lity in which th ey 

\\-ere most frequl'l1tly iound, 

liudding' l'o lkctms shlJlild not e carefully the out­

lilI es ()f thesl' 1l1 L: ;J SU rl'S, As has hel' n said, a super­

ficially s illlilar type \\'as l11acle in I:rance at about the 

same peri'J( I, ~lIld tilL:sl' (\\' hich arc ta irly common) 

a rL: oll"c I1 , ignor;lIltl y, I!lll' hopes, exposecl for sale 

as " Tappit r-T<: 11 5," 

Th e 1;ltter ;Hl' 111ft intrequent ly faked also, and 

\\' hil,;! it \\'ould he il1judicious, to say the least, to 

1!I'lfa .l c;[st th e s ig ll s ;IIHI tokells lly \\'hi ch these fakes 

ca ll , up III th L: prL:Sellt , be unh es ita t in g ly exposed, an 

in tL- lld ill g purchaser shou ld, it 1'1lss il)le, consu'\t a ll 

" llid haml." 

Fi g, 2 (Idt), --Th rl'l' lilll es,; .. Tappil Hell s, " eX<1lllpll's of till' "Ai1erticl' ll " t \' llL:, Fig,:l ( ri ght), - A group of 

.. thistle" l11l'a sures, c. linO, 

(f 
f 
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The Antique Collector 

Another type of measure peculiar to 
Scot land. though far rarer than the Tappit 
Hen. is seen in Figure 4. This is known as 
the ., Pot-be ll y, " and \vas chi efly found in 
the Abercleenshire di stri ct. As in the case 
of the Tappit Hens, these measures are 
" crested " and plain. whilst there is a lso an 
lI nliclded type . O ne of each of the form er is 
seen in the illu strati on ; each o f th e three 
types has been found in fo ur or fiv e 
different capacities, and they form th e one 
maj or exception to th e sta tement made 
ea rli er in these notes, that comparatively 
little Scottish pewter now existing dates 
fmm before the first quarter -of the ]8 th 
century, since they may be said to date f.rom 
circa 1690, though doubtless th ey cont inu ecJ 
to be made to a much later date. O ne of 
each of three late types of Scotti sh lidded 
measures (genera ll y ea rl y 19th century) , is 
shown in Figure 5. A ll are of the well-· 
known "baluster" type but differ from 
their Engli sh cou nterparts in the design of 
their lids and thumbpi eces. The measure to 
the left is of E dinburgh make by reason of 
the convex sloping lid , whil st that on the 
right, with clomed lid, hails from Glasgow; 
both have" shell " thumpieces. The centre 
measure has no spec ial place of ol-i gin , and 
its thumbpiece is an " embryo shell." O f 
each of these types a lso there are some five 
different capacities. Another type of 
baluster measure (not illustrated) has a 
plain flat lid and th e thumbpi ece ;s a small 
ba ll. 

Figure 3 shows five " thistle " measures 
dating from circa r830. These lasted on ly 
for a very short time. being concJemned by 
the authorities because, unless completely 
r eversed , they retained a portion of liquor in 
the" bulge," a circumstance that doubtless 
led to the defrauding of unobservant cus­
tomers, if on e can image any such! T hi s 
provides the anomaly that a lth ough th ese 
are among the latest in period {)f th e whole 
seri es of Scott ish measures, they are by fa r 
the rarest, and in consequ ence frequ ent 
attempts have been made to " fake " th em. 

The last ill ustrati on is of a well-known 
Scottish domestic pl ece known as a 
" Quaich " (Figure 6) . These vessels. 
which were used both for drinking tra m 
and as porringers; have existecl in Scotland 
f01- cen tl11-ies. They ha ve come do wn to us 
in wood , horn , ::l11d si lver, ancl are st ill 
mad e. as souvenirs. in those materi als. but 
genu ine old pe\\'lcr examples arc extremely 

I:i ... -1.- 17til celllurl' .. Crested " <l lld pl :l ill ,\iJl' rtil'l'11S ilir l' pilll 
1l1 ::',sures of til e "Pot-belly" type. (U Il C SCl)ts pint eCi uals 

tilree Engli sh pints . ) 

I: ig. :1. - Tilree .. haluster" measures of till' l'arll' 1 ~ ltil century . 
I .. t o 1'. : Edinhurgil Imperial pint nH:'asure w itil domed lid , 
111;lker W. Scott; witil fl at lid . Ill ake r /1. 1<: lI llagl'. Glasgow 

11llj1l'ri; iI pillt Ill easure w itil dOl11 ed lid ( no maker's nal11e). 

B '-

Fi g. 0.-· .. \ r;;r" Sc ottish qllaic h ill pCII·I"r. 
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Scottish Pewter 

rare, less than half a do zen Ix :illg kll ()ll"ll . They 
va ry in diameter between about t \\ '() a Ilci ei ght 
inches. 

It will be noticed that , exce jJt ill the C;l Se o f the 
rose-water bowl in Part I ui these Il otes. n() 
makel-'s names are given. Thi s is partly du e to 
lack Df space, and partly tu th e tact that. thtlu gh 
church fhgnns usually bear thei r ma kt'l' ~' touch es. 

THE EDINBURGH 

\'ery le ll' u f the mea sures are marked other than 
\\·ith ex cise Ill<t l-ks and the initials of the Dean of . 
(;uild . A qua int excepti on is found in the mark 
st ru ck UpOIl ali early "Pot-belly " mea sure, 
,. :\[A IJE UE L AC HLA N DALLAS ." All the 
pieces illustrated in Figures 2 tD 6 are in the 
well -kn own coll ecti on of Dr. A . J. Young, of 
Chri s tchurch . 

TOUCHPLATES 
By Li eut-CoI. J. S. BISSET, F.S.A .. Scot. 

Small oaken co ffer known as " johnny Faa 's Charter Chest, " 
but probabl y a " col11l11on box " of th e Ed inbu rgh Pewterer 
Craft ; circa 16:10. By courtesy of the Society of Antiquari es 

of Scotland . 

W ITH reference to Ca pt. Suth erland 
Graeme's letter in the i\'la rch number o f. 
Tfm A NTIQUE COLl..I·:CTOI( in wh ich he 

kindly refers to my recent paper Oil th e Fdinhurgh 
Touchplates, perhaps the foll owing extract fr um 
tb e E dinburgh Burgh Coun cil }\ ci o f 1;;62 ma y 
be o f interest to those to whom tilt 1 'rocecding' s 
o f th e Society of Antiqua ri es () f <-;c 'ltbn c1 arl' Il ut 
readil y available . 

The Council were conce rn ecl a t th e IHI"r ljua lity 
of the metal being used by the loca l pe\\'le rers 
and the A ct, after giving in ,; l ructi ons to r th e 
assaying of the work 0 i each t.'I'<I i l:i 1l1<1 Il jlY hi s 
fellows, ordains that to prevent di spute as tu th e 
quality and authorship o f th e piece und e r as~ay : 
" .... the said pewder el-is has ill stantli e a t the 
making heir o f (to) put ill thair e.J1l1Jllfltln h llX o f 
the pudermaker craft .ane assay ( i.c. sample ) of 
tyn markit with all thair marki s a ne! according 
thairto in tyme cuming the tyn \\'esch ell to be 
maid ... ". 

It seems. however , that th e .'\ ct \\' a ~ 50Cl n for-

guttell or ignored a s it was re-enacted in 1600, 

a nd it is probably ill this latter year that the first 
of the tOllchpla tes we bave to-day was pre­
pa reel , a s th a t is the earliest date used in any 
() f the touches recorded on the plate-even by 
cra ft smen wh o had been made freemen bef.ore 
that date. 

The Slll a ll oak en coffer in which these plates, 
a long with other a rticles of pewter, were found, 
\\'as in th e possession of a gypsy. family named 
Fa a. and is shown in the accompanying photo­
graph. I t is some 16 inches long by 7t inches 
broad , of rough wo rkmanship and decorated with 
orna men ta l i!'Oll strappings and escutcheons, all 
badly corrodecl. It is generally assigned tD the 
17th ccntury. Legend attributes it to the famous 
ea rl y 16th centlll'y gypsy JohnllY Faa, Lord and 
E arl of Little E gypt, the touchplates being said 
to be hi s cha rter to travel and trade throughout 
the country , but it is a lmost certainly an old 
" common box " of the Edinburgh pewterers, 
th ough p!'Oha hly not the identical box of 1562. 
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