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\ PEWTER THISTLE SHAPED ME.SURES
¢

P Thistle shaped pewter measures are, of gourse,
peculiur to Seotland and especially to Glusgow and the Viest
and, in lesser degree, to Dundee. They date from early in
the 19th century und so far as I know none earlier are on
record, They were measures of capaclties under the Seots
soule which wus in forge in 1707,,the date of the Union of
the Crowns. In terms of the iet of Union the Seots scule
. was to be diseontinued and the English secale to bescome
applicuble to the whole country. But my fellow countrymen
are always averse to change in their customs und little
notice was tuken of this and consequently in 1826 un act
was passed ordering retailers to conform to the English
stundard, but this was weukened by permission to sontinue
to use the o0ld measures provided they were painted or other=-
wise marked to show the proportion they bore to the English
sealees This also proved ineffective und in 1835 the chunge
wus8 muwde obligatory but it wag not till the pussing of the
Welghts and lMeasures siet in 1878 thut the 0ld seale finully
disappeureds ¢

The relation between the %wo scsles wus:e
1 gill Seots = £ gill English
2 gills Seots ( 3 pint Scots) = 13 gills English

The first five meusures shown in the photograph
are origin.l examples dating previous to 1835 and are of the
following sizes: 7 gill, % gill, & gill, 1 zill und 3 pint
Seots and eash hus its cupadity stumped on it, along with a
gtuamp showing that it hud been inspested and found to be
corrects The % pint hus the touch murk of Moyes of Edinburgh
who carried on business till about 1870 and must huve been
made when he was a young man. Noe. 6 is also stamped 3 pint
but is lurger thun No. 5 by half u gill Seots and Noe. 7 is a
pint and holds twice as much as Noe. be It 18 therefore
evident +that 1 to 5 are of the Seots seale and 6 and T of the
English. |

It will be noticed thit the rise in height of
these measures is steudy from 1 to 5, is leassened from 5 4o 6
and returns from 6 Lo T

From very early in the 17th century the citizens
of the prineipul cities und towns in Seotluand huve appointed
an officiul culled the Deun of Guild who, during his period of
office, hus a seut in the Towm Council and hus importunt duties
to performe The most importunt of these is to preside over a



GourtEin which, assisted by expert wdvisers, he considers the
plans .of proposed new buildings or additions to existing ones
in order to make sure that they are in assordance with the

regulations in forece. If the cuurt f£inds that they are not
the plans «re not approvede.

In my native city of Glusgow the office of Dean of
Guild dates from 1605 when the Guilds and Trades combined in
the issue of the Letter of Guildry, a long document by which
were instituted "for all time coming" the offices of Deun of
Guild to be held by « person of the rank of Merchant and thuat
of Deacon- Gonvener of the Trudes by a person of the rank of
Trudesman e

Deans of Guild and Deacon=Conveners are still
appointed and the positions are regarded as very importunt
and dignified and cure is taken that only men of eminence and
good stunding are chosene.

another duty the Dean hud for many years vas to
examine the weights wnd mewsures in use in his distriet und
~ mark those found to be in aecordunce with the stunderd measures
with which he was provided and to destroy those that were found
to be incorrect. The marks were scmetimes the Deun'ts initials
and sometimes the town's stump.

The Deans were relieved of this duty by the ict
of 1835 which aimed at attaining uniformity of weights and
meusures throughout the United Kingdon und maude it lawful for
authorities to appoint Inspectors of Weights and lMeasures, inter
aliay for testing and stumping weights and meusures, which are
now stumped with a erown and the initiul of the Sovereign.

In Scotland, the saet dild not succeed in eliminating
local measures wnd it is possibly within living memory that the
use in Glwsgow, for instunce, of two different gills wus known =
the "wee gill" und the "big gill", the "wee gillm being the Scois
measure «nd the "big gill" the Imperiul meusure. .

The iet of 1878 definitely stuted thut the use of
logul or customury measures was illeg.l, but it wus defeetive
in its fruming and decisions of thc High Courts have made the
position at the present day sueh that Imperiul meusure in the
sale of splrits isonly complusory when it is definitely asked
for., Vhen such phruses are used as "halfea-glass™ or "a small
whiskyn, indiscriminate vessels or meusures may be used for its
supplye.

The actual shape of measures was not restricted
until the introduction of the Weights und Measures Regulations in
1907 and it would appeur that some mukers, when the Imperial
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system was gradually replacing the old Sgeots system, manufactured
‘Imperiazl measures of the thistle pattern but probably very few ?
‘in number. The introduction of the above Regulutions, however,
nade it neeessary for measures to empty when tilted to an angle
of 1200, Thistle pattern measures could not do this and they
were regurded as "fucilitating the perpetration of fraud©,

In the majority of cases, when submitted for verification, they
.were destroyed by Inspectors, which probably acecounts for the
fuet thut they are almost impossible to find nowe. They were

made both in bruss and copper as well «s in pewters

‘ In this article I huve quoted freely from a stute-
ment I have received from the Chief Inspector-of the Glusgovi
distriet to whom I am also mugh indebted for information und a
demonstration of how liquid meusures are tested.



