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\ Ph"'V,TER THISTLE SHAPED lIE;J.i.SURES 

• . 
"'~" Thistle shaped pewter mea.sures u.re. of oourse, 

'Peouliu.r to Sootland c:md espeoially to Glu.sgow Q.tld the west 
~d. in lesser degree, to Dundee. They date from early in 
the 19th oen tury u.nd so f<;;.i.r as I know none earlier are on 
reoord. They were measures of oapaoities under the Soots 
soale whioh wus in foroe in l707,.the date of the Union of 
the Orow.ns. In terms of the Aot of Union the Soots soale 

• ~~S to be disoontinued and the English scale to beoome 
applioable to the whole country. But my follow 'oountrymen 
are ~lways averse to ch~6e in their oustoms und little 
notice was t<.J.ken of this u.nd con SO Quen tly in 1826 un act 
v/u.s passed ordering ret<:i.ilers to conform to the English 
stundard. but this Wi:.i.S Vloo.kened by permission to oontinue 
to use the old measures provided "tl1ey were painted or other­
wino marked to show the proportion they bore to the Enelish 
soale. This also proved ineffeotive und in 1835 the oh~ge 
W<..l.S m ... de oblig;J.tory but it w.:-...s not till the pussing of the 
Weights and ldeasures Li.ot in 1878 thu.t the old soale finu.lly 
disa.pP0i.l.rcd. I 

The re l::ation botwoen the two 900.10s Wu.s:-

1 gill Scots - ! gill English 

2 gills Soots ( ~ pint Scots) 15- gills English 

The first five me~sures shown in the photograph 
areorigin~l examples dating previous to 1835 and are of the 
following sizes: i gill, t gill, ! gill. 1 gill und i pint 
Soots ~d euoh h~s its capatity st~mped on it, along with a 
stamp showing th-.l.t it hu.d boen inspected iind found to be 
oorreot. The i pint h~s the touoh murk of MOyes of Edinburgh 
who oarried on business till ~bout 1870 and must h~ve been 
mi;l.de \"Jhen he was a young mu.n. No. 6 is alsO stcl.ll1ped 1- pint 
bu t is liJ.rger thi.m No. 5 by half u. gill Soots und No. 7 is a 
pint ~d holds twioe as muoh i;l.S No. 6. It is therefore 
evident thi.-.l.t 1 to 5 ure of the Soots soa.le _ ~d 6 ~d 7 of the 
English. 

It will be notioed th~t the rise in height of 
theoo measures is steiJ.dy from 1 to 5. is leassened from 5 to 6 
~d returns from 6 to 7. 

From very e~rly in the 17th century the oitizens 
of the prinoipul ci tie s und towns in Sco tl..;md h<-.ove appointed 
U.ll Official ci;i,lled the De'-1.l1 of Guild w110, durine his period of 
office, has iJ. se~t in the To\m Council and hus import~t duties 
to "perform. The most importunt of theso is to preside over a 
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, " Oourt ¥in whioh, assisted by expert ~dvisers. he oonsiders the 

pl~s ~ Of proposed new buildings or additions to existing ones 
in order to make sure that they are in aOQordance with the 
regulilotions in f'orce. If the Qcurt finds that they are not 
the plans~re not approved. 

In my native oity of Glasgow the of'fioe of Dean of' 
Guild dates from 1605 when the Guilds gnd Trades OOI!lbined in 
the issue of' the Letter of' Guildry, a long dooument by whioh 
were instituted "f'or all time coming" the off'ioes Qf' De~n of' 
Guild to be held by u person of the rank of Merohant and th~t 
of' Deacon- Oonvener of' the Tr~des by a person of'the rank of 
Tru.desman. 

Deans of' Guild and Deacon-Conveners are still 
apPointed Qfld the positions ~re regarded as very important 
und dignified and oUore is taken tll.i. t only men of emL"'lence und 
good st~ding are ohosen • 

• 'U10 ther duty the Deun hud for m.:my ye<.;l,rs WQ.S to 
examine the weights u.nd meu.suresin use in his distriot und · 
mark tho se found to be in aocord.:.moe \,li th the stu.ndu.rd measure s 
wi th whioh he Wu.s provided und to de stroy tho ~3 e thi;i. t were found 
to be incorreot. The marks were sometimes the Daun's initials 
and sometioes the tovm's stump. 

The Doans Vlere relieved of this duty by the L'~ot 
of 1835 whioh aimed at attaining wliformity of weights und 
measu~es throughout the United Kingdon und m~de it l~~l ~or 
.;.uthor1.ties to appOint Inspeotors of Weiehts und Measures. inter 
ali<J.. for testing d.rl.d stamping weights and me~su.res. whioh u.ra 
now stu.mped with a orown und the 1nitiul of the Sovereign. 

Ul Sootl~d, the ~ot did not suoceed in eliminating 
loccl.l measures <.:4ll.d it is possi'bly within living memory tha.t the 
use in Gl~sgow. for inst...mce, of two different gills was mOVJn -
the "Vlee gill" und the "big gill"t the "wee gill" being the Soots 
measure ..md the "big gill" the Imperiu.l meci.sure. 

The .ci.ot of' 1878 defin1tely stuted thu. t the use of 
looul or oustomu.ry me u.sures W<.'.I.S illeg<.lol. but it WU.S defective 
in its fr~ming und deoisions of the High Courts have made the 
position ut the present day suoh thut Imper1u.l measure in the 
sc.l.le of spir1 ts isonly complusory vJhen it is definitely asked 
for. V~hen su.ch phrJ.ses are used a s ".hu.lf-u.-gla ss" or "a sm~ll 
whisky". indisoriminate vessels or me~sures ~y be used for its 
supply . 

The actual shape of me~sureo wus not restricted 
until the introduction of the Weights e;md lIeasures Regulations in 
1907 u.nd 1. t woulCl. cl.ppeu.r thd t some m~kers. when the Imperi<.:l. l 
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system was gradually replaoing the old scots system, manU£~ctured 
Imperial measures of the thistle p~ttern but probably very few · 
in number. The introduction of the above Regul~tions, however, 
m~de it neoeBs~ry for measures to empty when tilted to un angle 
of 1200 • Thistle pattern meagures oould not do this and they 
were reg~rded as "faolli~ting the perpetration ot fraud". 
In the ~jority of oases, when submitted for verifioation, they 

. were destroyed by Inspeotors, whioh probably aoooun ts for the 
fi;l.ot thu.t they are almost impossible to find novr. They were 
made both in br~ss ~d copper as well ~s in pewter. 

In this ~ticle I h~ve quoted freely from ~ stute­
mcnt I have received from the Chief Inspeotorr::- of the Gl..J.sgo\'J 
distriot to Whom I am also muoh indebted for 1nforrn~tion und a 
demonstration of how liquid meu.suros (j,re tested. 


