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A Treasure Returns to Mancroft 
by the RE\'. A. C. G. THCRLOW, F .S.A . 

The Ringers' Pewter Fbgon Inscription on the FI~gon 

T HE recovery of ancient treasun'~ known to have been tallta ' 
lisingly lo~t is always an f'Xciting eXI', ' riencc, whether it 10.­
the raising of gold from a Spani~h galleon or the tracill~ flf 

,'aluable documents or the lifting of Roman ,aluables from Norfnlk 
fields. Mancrofl has had such an experit~nce recently; 1lf'I"O' :' 
lhe story. 

Old Pewter is always interesting and attraclive. \\' ith a 11 " Ji 

lion hehind lhem dating' to {{oman t~mes. tllf' I)('wlerel's of ElII!I.1l1d 
were for centuries a highly honoured and proud cIa"" of men . nil' 
Pewterers' Guild wa" constitllted in I :HR, and ils story i~ 0"'" "f 
H 'n- human interest. It~ rules, mOllified through the centurie" I "f 
protecting its members and keeping the ~tandard of work high . ]'a,­
re~ulted in the production in England of "unlt' n'ry fine pewler V1.1ll'. 
of which the mosl interesting to coll ectors i:i that dating fr"ln the 
17lh cenlury. and in ~()me cases the 18lh (,('lItllr), . 

A considerahle numher of fine old pewter plates and flacoons 
an' lo he found in parish churches, for aftn ll\l' Reformalioll "lwn 
,,) lIllwh va luahle gold and silvpr \\'3;; ,-t"I('1I from lht' Chlm 'h. 
prwt<'T \\'a~ allowed for Communion plate by an ()rdinance "I 11,(I:~. 
[n latrr \'t'aro' lI1o~ t ('hllrcl)('~ ha\'(' ;Icquir"" sih'cr al"ain . and pt' hler 
i~ rart''''' u"rd. althou!!h mall\' chllrchr~ "till po~"p~" pi.,c('" . 

It might 1)(' thOllf!ht thal col lector" nf ]1(,llIoT mi,!!llt prow a 
" ,· ' 1'1"''''' In ,... l 'll r r l, 1,1 '11 1' \ '\' ('· l ..: fj n(l" I'n\ in ", .. \ " ": 1I! " \ll it hill 1) (\1l ,; ' ,~ ~ 
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\-fallen.!"t 1I"1.('re it . 'forms a prizf'd addition ' to the magnificent 
I /"t'U.-Ur\'l' whit.~h ('an lw Sl'l'n any dtty by visitol1' and which contain 
~l'"1t" (of the m()stinter:~ling alldheautiful things to be seen 111 
\"'.r\\·il'J.. :'. . . " . ' '" . ' . , .. 

\Ir. P('al has, m~st kindlyalHI expertly cleaned and repaired it. 
Although its home j~ ,..euled,its origlll remain a mystery. ' Mr. ' Pea I 
caJlJlot trace the maker. but the ma"er.'s mark, in the base, 'is hitherto 
unrecorded, and the . .. ·hall-marh·" :·othel' than ' an "M" are not 
legible, . It may •. Mr:. Pealthinh. have heen made in Norwich. by 
a descendant of Ihepelll·terer M~ldlior, who 'worked in St. John'~ 
Alley; . Who know!;'! : 

Stage and~c~e~" 
SHAW A~D THJ:~ oOP:0R ::so ';' ';':,: 

. . The lTIedi~(;~(~~~i~~L ~~joy{ an almost unique · eOSltJOI1 in 
., bt'ingpr.af.'ticallyJit'¥:r~ · :c~it:icism;. Our writers · .llnd<comedians 
.' and cartoonists8~d. ~,(irSl)ap,b<i~' 6ia1or.s maypoke:l~trai-the clergy 

and the lawyers~ ;:;,r~lilj-(,'j8nsai't': faiigame: to 'us ifland military 
leadets sufferat"ihe bands.oLnl!rnerO!is:artnch.air strategists. Sport­
Ingperl!Qnal~tit's ' iilir only ~e~~~!alld Ji~ten 10 ' criticism, th~y OftI'll 

. .ft8'ye to do'their.~wprk :~rt!t · it: r~~I1~ing~theirear5.ltis.· though. 
very rare, that 'y'e J ie4.f' advh~ .. : ~oInine~is - on our physicians. an~ 
s~rgeons. :.Whil!;!t;;tjl;lbi.." \we, ;D.iay~;:tt~ce ~pm~ el .em~mt :0£ a,de.sir~ 

,: . for . st>lf'l)R'Se'rnti?n, jt ,i~ :!iJI#Q~,', enti.rely9ue ,to the ' treIQendous 
~:,<i;',):::,:!:preslige ~f)hepr(jfessioi1. and:.na!i()I1ali,sed or/tee, IQng may that 
: "·::!~~_~iitiriue~.~::.~~:~:.~:t=-::~ \~ ".-. "~;/"; ~,". : . . ""~: ""~~'_ .. :~ . ,?:".:~_:~i~~. ~ ~." "" .".:""." ": "" " ."" ." .. "" 
: :>"c-, :-:: ;:': Wtre""'lllis .hi(irier of f~on1 froni criticism is occasionally . 

. ·Y,~rokeil · it . call b~:. don~ only . b~; " Qne :speaking " with considerable 
" . '~~.sidt' knowledge ·or hL~ome r~beltious .and brave spirit with a 
··<,.:·~~'f:piilatiori : able to enSur1!1hathe is taken seriously yet not himself 
- . ';'·;;damaged. ),·;,<k" : .... ; : .. >.; ,. . ' 

. In thc "fi"N group we have such writers as A. J, . Cronin, Hi,.. 
best selling novel .~ The Citadel" was analtempt to shed light into 
two dark comer~ of the professioriof which he is a membf'r; hUI 

. it suffered .b~~eit bore obvious signs, I think. of some persolla I 
· grievan<;e;:;·~.lJf:·,1he second category js · George Bernard Shaw and 
" The Doctor's Dileinma " published in) 906 which still stands alone 
in its class. Tbe ' issue · of ante-yi"isection no longer stirs the 
passions it once did, but the exi!'tence of a predominating fashion 
in complaints and in treatments ·is not unknown lo-day, and" The 
Doctor's Dilemma" is ever topical. 

How far the Shaw torigue is in the heard-obscured cheek one 
does not know any more than with any other of his works, but it 
is not without significance that this doughty advocate of nationalised 
medicine is at- present rt'cei\"ing treatment from an accident from 
which we all wish him a speedy recovery, as a private patient ill a 
State Hospital. . 

.. The Doctor's Dilf>mma" can hI" seen at the .Yladdermarkt't 
Theatre from the 16th to the 25th Octobe.r. A. J. f . 
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Prized Pewter 

A PRIZED addition to the 

treasures in the sacristy of 

St. Peter Mancroft is an inscribed 

pewter ~ whioch. although i.ts 

origin is DOt certain, may 'have been 

made in' Norwich by a descendaDt of 
the pewterec Melcbior". who worked 
in Sl John's Alley. ' 
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A tf!!W montha ago the flagon-dated 

17M-wu offered &0 Mr. C. A. Peal. of f 
Norwich, a member of the Society of 
Pewter Collectors, by a local antique BARR' 
deaUer. A. Mr. Peal's chief interest is L(,. 

17lh century pewter he got into touch ~\'I 
WIth Mr. BolaDd Shelley. of Southport, " 
whom he knew was interested in church 

flagon. 
pewter. aDd Mr. Shelley bought the ~}" 

It was inscribed.: "Campaoa Sannant 
Canore. Edwd. Crane, Headnu.n; Saml. 
Sewe11, John K~, Supervi30rs, 17&4, .. MU. .';S 
Lovoe as brethrea, , together with a bell ~. 

as part of the ornameatatiOlL Mr. 
Peal mentioned this inscription to the ~<~ 
ReY. Gilbert Thurlow. from whc»e rub- . ' '! 

sequent article my Information comes, ,'>l 

who feit sure that it must have ~ 

belonged to the Society of Norwich . ,~ \- .~ 
Scholus. the famous clla~ ringers ~ fu 
who rang Maneroft bells. ALF h' , '~ ~~ 

They claimed to have been founded , 

about 1603. the DUmber of full members ) 
~ limited to 45, and to gain 1 ' 
aclmittance OOe had to be able to ring 9. Recen' , \ 
live courses of Gra.adaire Tripla. .~ ~ 

Welcome Retura A n 'I t. 
THEIR otftcers were a, head- N Ni

N 

. . <1 
man. a purser (treasurer). ~ 

two auperviaors and two feast- " 

any peDOIl belongg to this 50cty ~ 

makers woo arranged the annual Outsta, i~ 
dinner on Whit Monday - .. and if 

da:h privately and fraudenUy diJPose HANr ~ 
, , , of any beer whidJ dotb properly belong 

19 art to the whole company in any of their leath . ~ ( 
public meetings. he shall, wr his first • t ,.I. 

,. offence. pay 6d. and for the aec:ocd be '~' 
·on ID struck off the book." BUY N<""-,' 1'''' "-, 
.,. The Norwich ~olan were t 

'M disbanded over 50 years ago. their 

• useum corporate property being di.&tcibuted WEOOIN~ ~ 
; among individual memberw and most of . J 
:nual exhibil.ion of i~ lost. WaUer Rye discovered the ".::;-

'Ilorwkh Art Cd'cle parchment roll eontaiaing the society's W"IST Df ~¥ "",":'i , ',.. 
.seum on Saturday rules at Eu~ and it is now back in ' 1 ' ~ : , ·c · . 

.a portrait pamt~' Mancroft, ., are the .. Pur.se Book" ' . .s-
,1- r , • • and lhe "Book of Accompl..l." dated ' 'J 

<laams, adv~ NO,r- 1737. with IIOme of the tokens. FortI) i 
.1J s~dt their city s On ~ tald thl5. Mr. Shellt'l" IlK. B f ' 

~lIion. ltindl1 otrer"e\t to return the flagon . { . 
. ~_, .. .l.tu._ ...... !wrl ~,~,.. ~n:~'"Md-' r~fM ~.AI,r._:uul~ '" 
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F aacinatioa of Pewlet' 

ONE is tempted to picture a 
collector--wbether of butter­

flies or Baccarat weights-as some­
thing of •• ' ttank," almost certainly 
elderly and gri%zled and living in a 
house as fonnidably ranged with the 
trophies of his particular chase as a 
museum. 

I hastily revised any .such view I may 
have held aftet- meeting Mr. Chri6to­
pher A. Peal. of Stratford Crescent. 
Cringleford. who besides beiIu: a 
member of the exclusive Society of 
Pewter Collectors has what I SUlloect 

,note about te be ODe .of the fin~t collectioD& of 
-employment pewter In this country. 'JIr. Peal ia 

he 01. 50 probably · ben known .. • eounty 
, aae • tennis player and. repreRntln« Norfolk 
tber pathetic in other parts of Enldand~ he generally 

30 living in finds time between matches to search 
'...vl- 4~:"ed ' the town for any "collectable" J)ieces 
- ~... svau of pewter. 
iIXlini of the Hia collectiOD include. several fla20ns 

after &eYen and What he believes to be • pair of 
rosewater dishes. of •. design jIlore 

..-ume hl& job a. usually .een in lilV'er~r aold alIna 
.ter COl1)Oration diahes. . .. ' . 

.~~iDsta~e:: How SpOou Deftlopecl . . 
<ll'mal weil{ht. but ~ .- -'- h ..... 
. dob near hIS home "'" • ra....... ~ 1I7hu 
• tried one or two pewter spoons showing the 

J • oourae of train- gradual development of the modern 
~ .. but has been oval Spo<)WI from the early round­
il'them. bowled ObeS. Mr. Peal's oldest piece-­
'him to contact the he is particulqrly interested in 17th -'he:.: 'J, Uttle help nt . R I tt .. ' ·.o~· ' -'-d -~der ce ury ware - 1& a oman p a er. • .........= Perhaps mo.>t tascinatiIlAl to tbe layman 

: I)U ~job for th.Ia is the thistle-style mellliure detiJoled b.v 
.• of · Dln),kirk and canny Scoll; sa that lIome of the edntents 
W I wlll send on were held in the round hue. 'I'tibI idea 

was soon exposed and the making of 
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AaOciation Week 

~
yftterday. when 
rilinM service in 
urdl. which Ls a 

the Auoclation.. 
~1ed Natioru which 
wiU flY fQr the first 
J. .. Ha n . tomorrow­.: 

the measure. banned. 
There is a general belief that pewter 

should not be cleaned. but Mr. Peal 
prelers to keep h~ collection poliabed 
and lUBtroWl. althowth he allowed me 
a rare measure cleaned only on one 
side. This is because. while there is 
much faked pewter about, the oxide 
patina which coats Dewter with the 
passing ot years W AI Jet impGllible 
to imitate. 

The Society of ' Pewter Collectors. 
formed 30 years ~. la limited to 3{ ' 
mem~6.Mr. PeaI'll nearesi fellow 
collector living at Cambridge. 
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