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Fewter Scomety

Uostt Resicmr 0ct 1937

A Treasure Returns to Mancroft

by the Rev. A. G. G. THURLOW, F.S.A.

The Ringers' Pewter Flagon Inscription on the Flagon

THE recovery of ancient treasures known to have been lanta-
lisingly lost is always an exciting experience, whether it be
the raising of gold from a Spanish galleon or the tracing of
valuable documents or the lifting of Roman valuables from Norfolk
fields. Mancroft has had such an experience recently; here
the story.

01d Pewter is always interesting and attractive. With a tr.di
tion behind them dating to Roman times. the pewterers of England
were for centuries a highly honoured and proud class of men.  The
Pewterers’ Guild was constituted in 1348, and ils story is one of
very human interest. Its rules, modified through the centuries. lor
protecting its members and keeping the standard of work high. ha-
resulted in the production in England of some very fine pewter plate.
of which the most interesting to collectors is that dating from the
17th century. and in some cases the 18th century.

A considerable number of fine old pewter plates and flazons
are to he found in parish churches, for after the Reformation when
<o much valuable gold and silver was stolen from the Church.
pewter was allowed for Communion plate by an ordinance of 1003,
[n later vears most churchex have acquired silver again. and pewter
is rarely used. although many churches still possess pieces.

It might he thought that collectors of pewter might prove a
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Mancroft where it forms a prized addition to the magnificent
trea~ures which can be seen any day by visitors and which contain
~some of the most “interesting and -beautiful things to be seen in
Norwich. S ' ’ o 5 ;
Mr. Peal has most kindly and expertly cleaned and repaired it.
Although its home is setiled, its origin remain a mystery. : Mr. Peal
cannot trace the maker, but the maker’s mark, in the base, is hitherto
unrecorded, and the * hall-marks”: other than an “M” are not
legible. It may, Mr. Peal thinks. have been made in Norwich, hy
a descendant of the pewterer Melchior, who worked in St. John'
Alley. - Who knows? = ... . . i TR R

Stage and Screen

SHAW AND THE DOCTOR
-~ The medical profession-énjoys -an- almost unique - position in
being practically free from eriticism: Our writers-and comedians’
-and cartoonists and our soap-box orators may poke fun at the clergy
and the lawyers, “-Politicians are fair game to us all and militarv .
leaders suffer at the hands of numerous armehair strategists. Sport- : 5
.ing personalities -riot only read ‘and listen to criticism, they often
" haye to do their work with it resounding in their ears. "It is, though.
very rare that we hear adverse comments on our physicians and
- _surgeons. -Whilst: 1n this we may.1irace some element of a- desire
for self-preservation, it is -almost-entirely ‘due to the ‘tremendous
estige of the profession and, nationalised or free, long may that

;- *When"this “barrier of freedoni from criticism is occasionally.
broken it can be done only by-one ‘speaking with considerable
inside knowledge ‘or by. some rebellious and brave spirit with a
putation .able to ensure that he is-taken seriously yet not himself
damaged. obe L et TR T ) - .
= In thefirst group we have such writers as A. J. Cronin. His
best selling novel “ The Citadel ” was an attempt to shed light into
. two dark corners of the profession of which he is a member; but
it suffered because it bore obvious signs, I think. of some persona!
“grievance.’- In:the second category is George Bernard Shaw and
* The Doctor’s Dilemma ” published in 1906 which still stands alone
in its class. The: issue of ante-vivisection no longer stirs the
passions it once did, but the existence of a predominating fashion
in complaints and in treatments is not unknown to-day, and * The
Doctor’s Dilemma ” is ever topical. ,

How far the Shaw tongue is in the beard-obscured cheek one
does not know any more than with any other of his works, but it
is not without significance that this doughty advocate of nationalised
medicine is at present receiving treatmenl from an accident from
which we all wish him a speedy recovery, as a private patient in a
State Hospital. 5

* The Doctor’s Dilemma ™ can be seen at the Maddermarket
Theatre from the 16th to the 25th October. 4.1 E.
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Prized Pewter
PRIZED addition to the
treasures in the sacristy of
St. Peter Mancroft is an i i
pewter flagon which, alghough its
origin is not certain, may have been

made in Norwich by a descendant of
Melchior, who worked

few moaths ago the flagon—dated

1764—was offered to Mr. C.
Norwich, a member of y
Pewter Collectors, by a local antique
dealer. As Mr. Peal’s chief interest 1s
17th century pewter he got into touch
with Mr. Roland Shelley, of Southport,
whom he knew was interested in church
pewter, and Mr. Shelley bought the
flagon.

It was inscribed: “Campana Scanant
Canore. Edwd. Crane, Headman; Saml.
Sewell, John Keepus, Supervisors, 1764,
Love as brethren,” together with a bell
as rt of the ornamentstion.  Mr.
Peal mentioned this inscription to the
Rev. Gilbert Thurlow, from whose sub-
sequent article my information comes,
who felt sure that it must have
belonged to the Society of Norwich
Scholars, the famous change ringers

They claimed to have been founded
about 1603, the number of full members
bem_ghmxtedtolls.andtogain
admittance one had to be able to ring
five courses of Grandsire Triples.

Welcome Returm
HEIR officers were a. head-

man, a purser (treasurer),
two supervisors and two feast-

makers who arranged the annual
dinner on Whit Monday — “ and if

any r belongg to this Socty
doth privately and fraudently dispose
of any beer which doth properly belong
to the whole company in any of their
public meetings, he shall, for his first
offence, pay 6d. and for the second be
struck off the book.”

The Norwich Scholars were
disbanded over 50 {:ars ago, their
carporate property ing distributed
among individual members and most of
it lost. Walter Rye discovered the
parchment roll eontaining the society's
rules at Exeter and it is now back in
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Fascination of Pewter
O is tempted to picture a
collector—whether of butter-
flies or Baccarat weights—as some-
thing of a “ crank,” almost certainly
elderly and grizzled and living in a
house as formidably ranged with the
trophies of his particular chase as a
museum.
I hastily revised any such v1ew I may
have held after meeting M
pher A. Peal, of Sttatford Crment
Cringleford, who besides being
member of the exclusive Society of
Pewter Collectors has what I suspect
to be one of the finest eollections of
pewter in thig country. -Mr. Peal is
probably: - best known ag & county
tennis player and. representing Norfolk
in other parts of England, he generally
finds time between matches to search
the town for any * collectable” pieces

o
!-Fcollechon fncludes several flagons

and what he believes to be a pair of
rosewater dishes, of § design more
usually seen in silver ‘or gold llms

dishes.

How Spoons Developed

is a rack hung with
pewter spoons showing the
gradual development of the modern
oval spoons from the early round-
bowled ones. Mr. Peal’s oldest piece—
he is particularly interested in 17th
century ware—is a Roman platter.
Perhaps most fascinating to the layman
is the thistle-sty]le measure degigned by
canny Scots so that some of the cdntents
were held in the round base. Thig idea
was soon exposed and the making of
the measures banned.

There is a general belief that pewter
should not be cleaned, but Mr. Peal
prefers to keep his collection polished
and lustrous, although he showed me
a rare measure cleaned only om one
side. Thig is because, while there is
much faked pewter about, the oxide
patina which coats pewte the
passing of years ig as yet impassible
to imitate.

The Society of Pewter Colectors.
formed 30 years ig limited to 3C
members, Mr. Peala nearest fellow
collector living at Cambridge.
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