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ancient und close associations with the
.4 i e uld ‘be opportune just to give a
outline of pewter, its distinguishing marks, -
' interest from a collector’s view point. |
he Péwter about which I, propose to write, '
orincipelly, of British make. I do not care for-
that of Continental o:igin,»a_lt];ough some of this
pewter"pos‘sesses attractions for. _collectors,_ as the
ghapes are’ nice at times, and the -pieces are in-
teresting from 2 historical point of view ; but
personally these are 'mot very atfractive. The
-~ plain, substantial, dignified pewter of our own
1and is,-in my opinjon, much finer."
© . _-Pewter has been used from very early times.
It has been fouif}i in England among the ruins of
Roman villas, ‘and dug up on the site of early
human habitationis, and on examining these old
pieces they are fotind to have the same composition
as that of the metal which was used down to our
own day. Pewter is an alloy, having tin as a-
basis, mixed with other metals, such as copper,
lead, bismuth and antimony. Fine pewter is
capable of taking a silvery polish, and looks like
silver, and is credited with a precious metal it does .
not deserve, as any silver in it is in the lead.
Some pewter does not contain lead, but tin and

‘been sﬁg‘g;’-St:,Ed‘ to me that as-old pewter - { :

copper, or tin and antimony, it contains no silver
whatever. 4 ‘s

7

* that pewter contains silver. Now silver melts at
1,830 degs. F.ard tin at 442 degs. F., so that the tin
would be. yolitalised before the silver would melt -
and combine. In olden times the lead used jxi
making pewter contained a 'small percentage of

silver owing to faulty methods of refining the lead. |-

One is sometimes told by dealers or collectors

y PEWTER OF BRITISH MAKQE. T
e ; - — - — _ e Jy2Y - .
' SOMETHING ABOUT .WINE TANKARDS. - . kbl
(By Dr. ‘A. J. YOUNG, L.RCP. & S. (EpIN.) .
- Mhe fascination of this old metal, at its -best,
‘is its simplicity. It appeals to the eye by delicate

/

“.‘on ‘actual mneeds,

The old worker. took his lead as he could get it,
and the silver was present in the finished article,
 not becadse he put it there, btit because he could
not help it. g 2
o Itis just as well ‘at this point to say a word
about Britannia metal; as it is often liable’to be
confused with old pewter. 1t is a kind of pewter,
but it is not old pewter. It was introduced late,
somewhere about the end of the eighteenth century
and the forms into which it was worked are more
ornate and florid, and differ from the general out-
line of the older sutff. Owing to its lightness,
§t_r¢ngth, and capability of being spun in the lathe,
it-gradually “ put out ” the heavier, softer ware,
- -and from the collector’s point of view, it lacks the
soft rc.olour, the simplicity of shape and line,and the
massive dignity of the old pewter. -

.mentation.

_ dse as solder, or to tin fish hooks. So that fine
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and ‘subtle balances of line and proportion, and it
depends on its construction, not on added orna-
An understanding of the. best work
dotie in péwter implies an approbation of good o3
work -honestly applied, .of sound design based
of unassuming worth,! not -

preténti\ous‘value'. ST
" .As far ds the collector of nowadays is con-
cerned, the bulk of the objects to be had date from - '
Charles II to George IV. It is becoming “very
difficult to find, especially pieces of early date, as §
it is gradually being absorbed into private collec- ¥
tions. There are several very fine collections in -
this country —such as Mr. De Navarro, of Broad- i
Worcestershire, Mr. Lewis Clapperton, -of &
Glasgow, Mrs. C. ‘Webster, Glasgow, MrG L. D. 3
Hole, and Mr. T. S. Milligan (of Edinburgh), Mr. ¥
_Churcher, of London, and several others. Per- ¥ %
I have absorbed over two hundred and - °
seventy -pieces. Another reason for the scarcity
of old pieces is, in olden times, as a plate or dish or
tankard became worn, cracked, or out of date it
was re-cast into a newer shape by travelling - .-
tinkers, or was bought up, at so much a pound, for

way,

. sonally,

old pieces ended their days disguised as some up-
to-date atrocity, or took refuge in the sea and were -
~heard of no more. _ : by R
"o the beginner in collecting, the opportunity
of examining and handling good specimens ~of*
ordinary ware is difficult of attainment, ‘as our
museumis have not given attention to the plainer
articles of every day use, generally confining the;gi
selves to articles showing more of less laborie
ornamentation. At et R
" 1 suppose 1 ought to say something abo
fakes and reproductions. I have aJxeady,a]lildE
to the silver pewter dodge. Amnother statem
which.you may hear is, that the crowned X show
- that the Government duty has been pa
is riot an excise mark, it is one of the commonest
marks, and was put on extraordinary W
was a quality mark, and meant ““ A.1.”
going to make out a list of * dofi
pewter is fairly common. There is ey
couragement to the faker to do his utmo
is almost certain to find a purchaser for.a;
fake. The marks are very little understo
even if present, may. have been inse
genuine piece into the spuriots one, 3
are often wrongly inserted—say,
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«ce. To-day, marks are cast on articles, and,
1°to the novice’s troubles.. T olden days
rfs were stamped, not cast. - o o e
‘Phere ‘are shops where old pewter may be
Jered, and in time the treasure turns up from
‘that vague place known as the: “ country ” or |

ving been ¥ planted ” there for your benefit. .
metimes, ‘you are shown and offered at an’
enhanced price, a spoon or a cup with the inside
Gwing signs of what looks like gilt, but it is only
¢ or tarnish, and you should not pay extra for
at.” One 'rather common object :is a round.
wled spb'oﬁ, usually stamped with the “ owner’s. i
jals.” ~‘The mark is generally a crowned rose
ow, these spoons are Dutch, and made specially
for your collection. "} iR B KO

" ‘two-handled ear-dishes, called * porringers ? or
~ " pleeding bowles.” They may even be offered
| you as “Scotch Quaighs.” They have a Tudor
- . yose cast in the bottom of the bowl, and you should
| guspect them, especially if you are given your
_ ‘choice from, say, half a dozen all with the same
| design of handle, and the same initials punched
- on the ears or handles. — g T T
= Plates, with very rotghly engraved coats of

_ arms, especially if in the bottom of the plate, and
not on the tim, are, as a rule, suspicious. Deep
" dishes are often one of the halves of a bed pan,
| and are worth just so much per pound as solder, or
| to tin fish hooks. ‘Ca’ Canny ” also ‘applied to

~ that fine vessel known as “ Tappit hen.” = They
. look all right to the novice; but beware ! Again,
| a Normandy measure, or one from the Channel ~
Islands, or even a Spout Pot, is sometimes palmed
" off on the novice as a Tappit hen. In England
. lots of Pot Belly measures (from Aberdeen) are
+ nmowtobehad. They are being made by the dozen.™ -
: " The surface of pewter if not regularly cleaned,
. becomes™in time tarnished, and oxidised.” This
tarnish is imitated by applying a kind of pitch or
- lacquer to the faked piece. The surface is eaten
- ‘with acids; dents are knocked into its fair shape, -
- Scratches are applied everwhere and a look of
~'general decay may deceive the unwary.

- weight, the colour and the.grain of the metal;
the signs of wear; the proper evidences of age;
the style, the ornamentation, if any ; the touch
- mark, if present ; the general balance of its parts ;
the knowing how it was made, and the use it was
putto. All this makes up the sum total of a proper
understanding of the genuine, and it is only by
- experience, by seeing and handling both the true
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pbroad.” They also turn up in country cottages,. -|-
- greater the simplicity the greater the age. Straight- -

or slightly waved lines preceded swelling curves, -
“flat unadorned lids came before domed tops with -

Other- articles far too numerous are the 1l

The expert has to take into consideration the

and the false, that one can arrive at a stag

- when one can give a reasoned opinion.” 5

Tt is well to know the vaxigus,differenées which

 exist in thumb pieces, handles, 1ids, etc. A know-
_ledge of the contemporary work of gold and silver- -
~ smiths is of great value to estimating the probable *

date of a piece. I can lay down no hard and fast .
dogmas, but will give a few ‘broad rules-for the -
beginner.. Speaking generally, we may say the =

knobs or crests, few and simple mouldings gave

_'way to many and elaborate ones. A vessel withthe ~.

~ lower part of the handles attached directly to the - .

" body is older than ome in which a peg or sttut
‘intervemes. <7 L. gt iR k.
" The thicker and heavier the materjal from =~ -

which it is fashonied, the older the object, and the :
broader the rim the older the plate. Some pieces -
ate stamped with the makers’ mark or touch which
gives the date, but many fine pieces are either not .

marked,- or have had the touch rubbed away by

years of cleaning by some house-proud dame.
The study of the various marks is exceedingly
interesting.  They are little . understood,

_and we have a great deal to learn regarding -

them. _ ; v
Pewter making in England was apparently
limited to a few centres, such as London, Bideford,

" Barnstaple, Birmingham, - Bewdesley, Beverley

and Bristol; in Scotland to Edinburgh and .
Glasgow as the chief centres, in Ireland, Dublin and
Cork. The pewterers of these places were banded
together in a guild or “mystery,” and this body
passed laws regulating the hours of work, the places
where work was to be done, the taking of ap- -

 prentices, the composition of the metal, the making

of it, the weight of the articles, and other laws, and
it is interestirig to record that in the lists of
yeomanry there are many entries of women’s ..
names. Whether they actually -made pewter
articles  or only were honorary . members is not
quite clear. B C s

_ Articles of pewter made for domestic use
are varied and numerous. Plates and - dishes -
from which to eat ; tankards and cups from which A
to drink ; salts, peppers, and mustards to enliven
the meal; candlesticks to hold candles to light

the hall or cottage ; measures in endless variety ; -

inkpots, both great and small ;. snuff boxes, and
objects of all kinds both ornamented and useful.
From early times pewter plate was used in the
churches, many of the vessels being domestic-in
origin, and were gifted to the church by members
and they sometimes bear the donor’s name, or
coat-of-arms. Communion plate of pewter is still

in use in some places, probably more so in Scotland = =

than elsewhere.
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‘Dishes and plates of pewter are very in-

sting for study, but I propose to mention
only those pieces applicable to the wine trade
§ﬁch as tankards and measures.

; BALUSTER MEASURES.

Let us turn for a few minutes to ‘these
interesting rehcs of the past known as Baluster

ures, which are essentially BI‘ltlSh in form

leasing to the eye, and are now becommg_

cé. Sets of them are difficult to build up.
These measures are quite a link with the past,

i

ome of the types being. as early as the reign of

Henry VIL: In studying measures’ difficulties
crop up. - Firstly :—The almost universal absence

f maker’s marks, and consequently the dfficulty -

ﬁxmg the date. Secondly : —their capacity,

“lastly :—the question of their natxonahty—. |
or Scottish. Up to the - present, mo |
(c equate reason seems to have been dxscoveredwhy

makers did not put their touch on these

sures. It seems to have been an almost
arsal trade custom not to mark them, although - | -

of the Scotch Balusters have the maker’s

cast inside~the 1id. The Baluster Measure

no doubt evolved from the leathern vessel
own' as the “ Black Jack.”- Note the various
of these measures.
1), the thumb piece (Fig. 2), the handle
inal (Fig. 3), the strut (Fig 4.) cast in a piece
h_the handle. This strut being absent in the
 specimens. -

“of the mstmgulshmg " points of this
f measure’is the. perfectly circular flat lid™

_usually one or two circles cut into it by '_
“This flat circular 1id occurs on no- -

kind of British measure. The Scottish lids
ailar, but have a circular raised ridge on the

“this ridge being cast, not soldered on.

The 1id attachment.

‘for the lids.

‘We will now consider the lid attachments on the
thumb pieces. The wedge thumb piece is the
oldest type known, and is of the period of Henry
VIII., and may have extended to Charles I.
The hammer head is next, and probably
came into use about James I, and extended to

" Charles II. The mnext type is the bud, from

about Chatles I. to Queen Anne; and the double
Vilute from Queen Anne down to George III.
The Embryo shell, from the beginning of the reign of
George III. to William IV. and the ball thumb

piece probably just before George II. or earlier,
*. down_ to early Victorian times.

Another form is
noticed only in-Scottish measures, something like
an 1mperfect bud, they probably were of Georgian
tlmes Attention may be called to the tilt of the
thumb pleCC% in the two types known as bud and
double volute. The bud usually leans forward

the ™ other . backward. ~The ‘embryo shell TP,

developed into the shell on-the Scottish pear-shape
measures of the nineteenth century »

* AIl the old English Baluster measures are of
old English wine measure standard, onme pint
equalling 16 fluid ounces imperial, and the older
Scottish measures are of the old Scottish measures
standard, one gill Scots equalling three and
three-quarter ounces imperial, English gill imperial
being five fluid ounces. Later all measures became
Imperial standard as at present.

There is also.a ‘lidless variety of Baluster and
other shaped measures peculiar to the Aberdeen
or Banff district. It has invariably the hinge
part cast in a piece with the handle, and is some-
times found bored out for the pin, but not slotted
“Tappit Hens” were typically
Scottish, being made nowhere else, and were not
drinking vessels being measures and were used to
bring claret (later beer) to the table where it was.
drunk from pewter of horn tumblers. Scotland

" - had no flagons or tankards as are known inEngland.
| The “ Tappit Hen ” was adopted from a tankard-

shaped vessel imported from' France.
and Scotland- being very friendly).

(France
Tapit hens

~and - pot-bellied measures- with no' lids are

also found: from  this same East Coast district. :
There is no evidence that this Baluster. type’ of

measure was in regular use in Ireland, but there is_ ;
"~ a type of measure w1th no - handle "and no °

1id commonly known as a ““ noggin,” and they have
a family likeness to the usual Baluster.
A point sometimes overlooked by collectors

of these measures is their capamty They are apt- -
t6 go more by height in inches externally than
-thejr capacities in ounces.
~"0ld Scot Standard ran side by side in Scotland -
- for-some time, and died ‘hard in many country'}
dlstncts

The Imperial and the -
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: TANKARDS.

g '.l‘he word Tankard has passed through many
yicissitudes in the course of time. It is difficult
to realise that the dainty vessel now bearing this

by iron’ bands; hold.mg probably -about 3 gallons,
va.nd used for carrying water. As far back as the

s gankard ” applied ‘to those vessels and the
men who fetched water, for the supply of London
‘houses were termed “ tankard bearers.”

“to the 16th centuries, we find them mentioned in

: - wood, and later in “ leather,” and they were used |

to- store water for daily wants. They retained

e ‘this name till late in the 16th century, when it was -

" first used to designate a drinking cup. It-is
~probable that the first alteration in the meaning of
the word occurred in the case of the word Tankard
of the middle ages. These were small enough at
times to be used as a drrnkmg-mug, and were
sometimes capped with lids.
The next application of the term Te-appears
with the “Black Jack” “ leather tankard.”
This was used when small enough as a drinking
cup or mug. During the transition from water-
can or “‘Tymber-tankard” to silver or pewter
drinking vessel, the tankard served sometimes as a
flagon. Old drinking songs testify to this. It is
. refreshing to realise in this confusion of times that,
at least, the flagon from earliest times has resisted
a departure from its original use. Its praises
are sung by Solomon. “ Stay me with flagon be,”

_title and meaning.

Some of the early tankards were hlghly
ornamented six or seven inches in height, and
. were sometimes used as Communion flagons.
During the reign of Elizabeth, JamesI.and CharlesI.

wealth period the austerity of the Puritans altered

-plainer. ‘This typewas continued through thereign
. at Charles II. becoming larger and being decorated

. swelling drum and dome lid.

represented by the Charles II. type. It was
severely simple, bare of engravings ;

harmony of proportion, which confer an air of
distinction. About this time pegs were introduced
in the drum (they have never been found in the
ones made of pewter) at perpendicular distances.
“ Drinking to the pin” was a phrase used in
connection with those pegs. Tankards were not as
. humerous as customers in those bibulous day,
" ‘and the pins were probably used to limit each

pame was originally a huge pitcher of wood, bound -

: the 17th century drum still used mth at t1m :
18th century, we find in ‘manuscript the word

 the flat 1id with the front extension bemg n

| pushedupinto a domed one with several mouldmgs
In old accounts and inventories from the 13th i

~and Britannia metal. It lingereq, however
.out-of- the-way inns, and in some of the Londo'

- garret or loft may be (dragged into the light, and ;

- lost kindred.

and the flagon to this day adheres toits patnarchal

they became more elongated, and in the Common-

their shape and size—they became smaller and »
{ . after generations of neglect, to doze, perchance
. to dream of the stirring times in which it once
by wriggled work. As the 18th century came in, -
the straight side and the flat lid gave way to |

The most beautiful of tankards is that

and it relies .
entirely for its beauty upon dignity of line, and

tra.nsposﬂ:ron —of quiet revenge.”

drinker’s draught Bye-the—by, pegs or-. _pins
in drinking vessels were not an mvent1on of Charles
II. time, as it is known that m ‘the l()th cent’ :
King Edgar ordered that pegs should be faste’ ed
in dnnkmg hours. -

* Even during the re1gn of George II we

fillet running round the lower part of the bod:
drum. ‘But the greatest change was in the 1i

_The domestic use of pewter died out with the
mtroduetwn of the clieaper china and éarthenware
and the adoption of blocked tin, galvanised i iron

chop -houses. ~The ~articles, which the ardent
hunter may hope to find, are varied, and ther
is no monotony in the search; you never knoy
what you may come across. - Something found m a

wake up, as it were, shy and blinking, to find itself
famous, and ta.ke its place once more with it long=

" Once you have got .your pewter there :
difference of opinion as to the care of it—to'clean
or not to clean. - Personally I clean mine. It often -

-arrives dirty, battered, and disreputable looking,

handles and lids coming off. So it has to be washed.
Soaking it in a solution of black ash removes the
grime of years; dents are straightened  out;:
cracks soldered up, handles and lids made secure.
The black oxide on the surface requires careful
removal from the cutside (I leave the inside as it
is). .Then fine emery powder is applied, and as a
fmal polish, a paste of powdered rotten stone and
petrol is allowed.to dry on, and then polished off. -
Our treasure now shines in a quiet dignified
way, asit .used to do in the heyday of its youth and
usefulness, ‘and it is now ready to take its rest,
in some quiet nook on an old oak table or dresser, -
surrounded by its companions, rescued perhaps,

played its part. Pewter demands, old-world
surroundings for its- proper dlsplay —raftered.
ceilings, white-washed walls, old oak furmture a.
bright inglenook where you can sit at ease and
watch your treasures b11nk1ng at you in- the
firelight of a winter’s.eve. Here you have a .
picture of restful contentment which is ‘very
pleasing to the lover of this old interesting ware. -
~ Mr. De Navarro says in his book:—“1I see

before me now, indistinctly in the flicker of dying
embers, a row of tankards, flagons, cups, silently
gathering. value with their accumulating years. .
From kitchen dresser to Cabinet, after centiries .
of neglect,ithere is a note of humour jn the




