














Pewter Ex/ibition

et ey

CIIURCH FLAGON, DATED I753
(FRO.\[ THE COLLECTION OF DR. IL

TAIT)
lant by Mr. A, F. de Navarro, was also worth
oting.

Among other church specimens of historical interest
were a late Jacobean paten on a foot, with later added
ornament in wriggled work ; a font from the Church
of Morteyne, in Bedfordshire; a tall flagon lent by
Mrs. Gilbert Walker, and a still finer one, dated
1753, but really of earlier date, lent by Dr. Tait.

Church candlesticks were few, but a massive pair
with elaborate ornament, presumably IFrench, lent by
Mr. A. . de Navarro, attracted much attention, so
too the fine specimen of a German pricket, lent by
Mrs. Donkin.

Salt cellars were scen in endless variety, but the
cem was a master salt of about 1630, lent by Mr.
C. F. C. Buckmaster, the base of it closely resem-
bling the paten with foot, mentioned above, from the
collection of Mr. T. Charbonnier.
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Clifford’s i Hall

Inkstands were of three main types—the tat kind
on feet, with flaps ; the flat kind on feet, with open
tops ; the small kind with tiny drawers or trays. Of
the first kind, the best was lent by Mr. Robt. Martin
Holland, of the second the finest was that lent by the
Pewterers’ Company. In the third class, the speci-
mens lent by Mr. Roland T. Mole, with two drawers,
and the circular one with square base containing
drawer, lent by Sir Thomas W. Snagge, were of equal
interest.

An early inkstand, lent by Mr. A, F. de Navarro,
was made to look like a reliquary. Of the logger-
heads ” no good specimen was forthcoming and the
type was perforce unrepresented.

Of tankards the earliest was a Jacobean specimen,
quite small and plain, lent by the Rev. F. Mey-
rick-Jones. Oune a little later was lent by Mr. AL I,
de Navarro. Other good ones were lent by Mr. H.
Southam, Mr. W. H. St. John Hope, and onc dated
1694 by the Pewterers’ Company.

A German tankard, marvellously inlaid with thin
brass and delicately engraved (obviously the work of a
skilled gunswith), was lent by Sir Samuel Montagu.
Two pech-kriige, of dillerent sizes, but similar in
form, represented what was a once not uncommon
type. With these the later student-tankards did not
bear comparison.

The chief historic interest in the exhibition lay in

the mute protest of
the earlier work against
the bastard trumpery
now being m a d e
abroad and sold here as
pewter, and the sure
though silent  testi-

that
and

simplicity is
that art can
a

mony
best,

exist in such common

cveryday thing as a
salt-cellar,or a  bedroom

candlestick, without the
necessity for one line of

unmeaning or tortured

ornament.

CANDLESTICK WITIH DODECAGONAL BASE,
OF DATE 1650, WITIL TIIE ARMs OF

NEW COLLEGE, OXFORD

(FROM TIIE COLLECTION OF II. G. MOFFATT, £SQ.)

(7o be continued.)
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OME NOTES ON
PEWTER WARE
BY H. J. L. J. MASSE

IN considering the ““form” of the varicus
tvpes of exhibits at the show in Clifford’s Inn Hall,
the one salient feature that impressed itsclf on the

mind at every turn was the
simplicity of the earlicr work.
Modern work was barred, for,
interesting as it might have
been to some, with its mad
and

vagarics unspeakable in the

cceentricities  of  form
way of ornament, it could only
have challenged comparison,
and on rather unequal terms,

The simplicity was due to
the fact that the early pewter
was designed for use and not
for display in the house. No
vessel queer handles,
impossible curves and angles,

with

fragile lids, could have been
produced in the times when
we had master pewterers who
knew their business and their
customers’ requirements.  To
the innate simplicity of the
earlicr pewter the beauty is
largely  due, and it is this
simplicity which appeals to
the cultured cye to-day.

The methods ol construction
were in the main responsible
for the simple lowing lines of
evervday objects—at any rate
in English pewter. With the
ornate foreivn specimens it is
not proposed to deal, at any
rate in this notice.

on M cecent ‘0415)7,(" £k bion in Clibort's Tan Hell uf?/ //Jﬂ/m.(, | j‘ol :
THE FORI/S OF

FOOD-ROTTIE OR

FROM

T

in nearly all cases cylindrical.
articles of domestic use this is the typical form ; it is
easily got, by means of moulds; the ware is casily

COLLECTION O

72

As the method of manufacture was, for the majority
of pewter articles, that of casting, followed by the
process of finishing by turning in a lathe, the form is

1ls

FOOD-CARRIER

LONGDEN, ESQ.

In fact, for most

repaired when occasion arises, and easily cleaned.

Without specifying any
exhibits in detail, it might
be said that all the drinking
vessels fell into this category.

From round to squarce is
an casy transition for any one
working with a soft material
such as pewter, though the
objects of this shape are not
common. Cructs and chris-
matories are said by Dapst to
have been made square, but
it is the bases that are found
square, not the bodies of the
vessels.  The one exhibit that
wis square was a diminutive
coffee-pot or chocolatitre, the
spout being formed by one
of the angles.  The lid was
detachable and the handle was
fixed at the corner opposite
to the spout.  The ornament
was cast and  subsequently
chased, and in all probability
the four sides were soldered
together, though there was no
trace of this to be seen,

Rectangular  objects  were
common cnough, as all the
ordinary inkstands exhibited
were of that form.  Once lent
by Mr. Roland T. Mole, with
two small drawers, was almost

a perfect square ; another, lent



by Sir Thomas
Snagge, had a
square base and
a circular super-
structure.  Mr.
Navarro's little
specimen, in
the form of a
reliquary with a
gabled top, was
especially in-
One

newspaper critic,

teresting.

who certainly
had never seen
the inside,
stoutly main-
tained that it was
a reliquary.
T'he eighteenth
century ink-
stands, mounted
on little balls or
lion-heads for
feet, were emi-
nently practical,
as their lids were
a  perfect  pro-
tection to the
ink-containers
within, Amongst
the finest speci-

mens were those

Sone

PRICKET CANDLESTICK (GERMAN)
FLAGON (GERMAN)

FROM TIHE COLLECTION OF IIL. [.
FROM TIHE COLLECTION OF CAPTAIN YOUNG

I are

ELLIOTT, ESQ.

belonginz to
Mr. R, Martin
Holland, M.
Roland T. Mole,
and Mr. Cecil
C. Brewer.

A rectangular
tea-caddy, lent
by Mrs. Gerald
Walker, was of
special interest,
as it was inlaid
with brass, the
ornament con-
sisting of a
Russian coat-of-
arms.

Hexagonally-
shaped vessels
were few, but
are of the kind
described in
the catalogue,
for want of a
better
as. food-bottles.
Why they should

name,

be hexagonal
is a mystery,
and why they
should have
screw-on lids is
not clear. A

THREE SALT CELLARS FROM
[. F. INIGO THOMAS, ESQ.

THE

COLLECTIONS OF

BUCKMASTER, ESQ.

173

W

NAVARRO,

ESQ.




Iziga

.l...

74

n
&
3
9
3
-

.
—
a®) R
3] =}
- >
> &
=

W

2 0
5 =
O =
- &
o
o
4
oy
o~
&

5

CANDLESTICKS OF

VARIOU




Some Notes on the “Forms” of Pewter IFare

bavonet-catch joint or fastening would have been far
simpler to make and far easier to fasten and un-
fasten when required. The earliest, those of the
Rev. T. Buncombe (1672) and Mr. H. Longden
(1673), were the best, those of 1548 and 1850 were
of poor quality and absolutely commonplace.

The octagonal form for any vessel was not repre-
sented in the exhibition.

With regard to the form of the plates and dishes,
the greater number were round, the form again being
due to the fact that the ordinary plates of daily life
were cast, then
finished by be-
ing turned in
a lathe, and
finally
mered to give
extra strength
and solidity.
A fine dish,
28" in diame-
ter, dating
back to the
middle of the
seventeenth

ham-

century, was
lent by Mr. H.
V. Reade.
One large
plate or dish
was distinctly
oblong, with
a very narrow
rim. No speci-
men was actu-
ally exhibited
of
circular type
resemblingthe
dripping- pan,
SO common in

the scmi-

FROM THE COLLECTION OF

the days of the roasting-jack. .\ very fline set of
octagonal plates and dishes, part of a full set, were lent
by Sir Thomas Crawley Boevey, Bart.  They were in
fine prescrvation and none the worse for their 150
years of existence, though of late years they have not
actual Tankards and flagons may
well be classed together in one group. The [inest
tankard that lent by Mr. A, B,
Yeates. It was once the Guild hanap of a Corpora-
tion of Locksmiths and Gunsmiths.

been in use.

was no doubt
[t was massive
yet eminently graceful in form, and its ornament
thoroughly well done.  Another fine specimen was
that lent by Sir Samuel Montagu, a most delicate

I'TALIAN DISH, VERY SIIALLOW
F.

w

piece of inlaid work. The whole body of the vessel
was inlaid with brass, which was subsequently en-
eraved. Every detail was evidently wrought by one
who loved his work and took the keenest pleasure
in doing it well. Another fine specimen was lent by
Mrs. Donkin, one formerly the property of some
Guild in a town in North Germany.

It is a curious fact that our English Guilds do not
seem to have cared for pewter guild-cups. Most of
our existing Corporation plate is silver or silver-gilt.

A fine specimen, earlier somewhat in date, was lent
by Captain
Young. It had
a narrow neck
and stem, and
a bulbous
body com-
posed of two
hemispheres
soldered to-
The

whole piece

gether.

was a triumph
of
ship, being
built up alto-
of

workman-

gether
eleven pieces.

Of Church
flagons the
finest was that,
dated 17353,
lent by Dr. H.
B. Tait. Tall,
and gracefully
tapering from
base to top, it
was admired
by everybody.
Though dated
1753 1twasun-
doubtedly of earlier date. Mr. T. Charbonnier lent
another line specimen, unfortunately imperfect in the
[t was extremely light pure

Ao WIHITE,

lower part of its base.
metal, and had apparently been made by a silver-
smith rather than by a pewterer.

Drinking cups, beakers, chalices, and drinking
tankards were well represented, with but littde variety.
Mr.

cighteenth and nincteenth century drinking cups from

Churcher lent some  representative  types  of

his collection.  Perhaps the most graceful of all was a
small half-pint mug without a handle, inscribed, “The
Vulean, Drockley,” lent by NMr. Thackeray Turner,

The beakers, of the usual date, Ze., William and




e Connoissenr

Mary, seem to show from their shape that they were
survivals, or at any rate descendants, of the earlier
horn drinking vessels, with the addition of a moulded
base, and a turned-out lip, both features being added
to give strength in what was found to be the weakest
points,

Of tankards with lids, the earliest spscimen was that
lent by the Rev. F. Meyrick-Jones. It was smallin size,
with a perfectly flat lid and
a pretty little thumb-piece.

One lent by Mr. A T
de Navarro was a little later
in date and slightly larger
but excellent
specimen. of
by
former

an
Joth

in size,
these
were unmarked their
makers.  The
quite plain, the latter orna-
mented sprays  of
flowers in “wriggled” work.

A fine
1694
Worshipful

was
with
specimen  dated

lent the
Company  of

was by
Pewterers.

German student-tankards
were represented by exhibits
lent by Mr. II. . Warren
and Mr. Hugh DByran, to-
gether with several varieties
of the type lent by Mr. J.
Cahn.

The common type is that

with gradually tapering
sides, or that with sides

which decrease the taper
and increase itagain slightly
at the These foreign
tankards are often marred
by the subsequent addition
of feet, and by thumb-
pieces out of all propor-
tion, both in size and weight,
to the lid which they are

top.

required to open.

A fine plain gallon measure, with the Romford
mark, was lent by Mr. Wentworth Huyshe.  This was
the post-boys” usual vessel for drinking from in the few
minutes allowed for changing horses at the wayside
inns and posting-houses.

Chalices, or cups called chalices, were exhibited in
great numbers.  The chief types are shown in the
accompanying illustration.

Mr. T Charbonnier contributed a genuine chalice

with two handles.

CIBORIUM, FLEMISIL WORK
FROM TILE COLLECTION OF J. G. LOUSADA, ESQ.

Of Candlesticks and their tvpes much might be

written.  There were between sixty and seventy
exhibited, no two exactly alike, but all variants orf
earlier, probably silver, originals.  Some of the

prettiest forms were French, lent by Mr. G. Frampton.

R.A. Some of the stmplest were English, plain,
domestic, everyv-day candlesticks.

Mr. C. F. C. Buckmaster contributed some siall

table-candlesticks of Queen

Mr. A, Vigers

and Mr. A, B. Yeates some

Anne type.

good French types.
Candlesticks could
by

be
classitied their  bases
more easily than by their
stems.  Mr. S, Chisenhale
Marsh lent four with bases
of curious shapes, varying
from that of a bell to that
Ap-

ulish

o

of a genuine pagoda.
parently they wereof Iin
but far

manutacture, SO

quite unique.  They were
found in a moat in Lanca-
shire early in the nince-
teenth century.

A square-based candle-
stick, with square stem, in
fact all square, of Jacobean
date, was lent by Mr. T.
Charbonnier. Another with
a round stem and an octa-
gonal base and grease-trav
was lent by Mr. A I de
Navarro.

Of purelyoctagonal based
candlesticks, the best were
lent by Mr. . W, Gimson ;
one of them was dated 1674,
and the others were presum-
ably contemporary. Mr. H.
G. Moffat
one, which

lent a similar

had

damaged by repeated blows

been

upon a table, or other unfair use.

Spoons of every variety of form were exemplified in
the unique collection of Mr. H. W. Murray, and what
was missing there was to be seen in the eight speci-
mens of Mr, C. I, C.

Snulf-boxes were lent by Mrs. Gerald Walker, Mr.
W. Churcher, and Mr, C. FF. C. Buckmaster, but with
the latter it is proposed to deal in a scparate article
All

without exception, showed traces of gilding in the

Duckmaster.

at no distant date. the snuff-boxes, almost




Some Notes on the * Forms” of Fewter JFare

.nside. All seemed to be English, and none bore any
makers’ marks.

Bouwls and basins varied in form from the seventeenth
century barber’s bowl to the baptismal font from the
Church of Marston Morteyne in Bedfordshire.  Small
bowls, persistently labelled * bleeding bowls ™ by their
owners, showed many varieties in the form of the
handle. Most of them were perforated, but many
were quite plain in shape, with, in two cases, slight
ornament in relief.

Of the more pretentious form of basin there were
two One, a small oval basin with
moulded rim and a very gracefully shaped ewer—it
would barely hold a pint—was lent by Mr. C: E.
Hayvward., From the design it was of Talian manu-
facture. Another lent by Mr. F. A, White scemed to
have belonged to a German bishop, and to have been

with ewers.

intended for ceremonial use. The basin was almost

fat, with a raised boss in the centre, into whichs
the foot of the ewer scemed designed to

the claberate type

however,
fit. The ewer was
wmodelled by Driot.

Of objects not classed here, it will be enough to
mention as unusual a “harvest-bottle,” made in two
halves and soldered together, lent by Mr. Ronald T.
Mole : a diberon of Swiss make, lent by Mr. T
called—

based on

Charbonnier ; two bizarre © fonts 7 s0

lent by Mr, J. Cahn, which scemed  to
the

be com-

pounded of (as ring handles
were still upon their rims), and of the bases of
large candlesticks ; a milk-jug in the form of a
made by Michel Pechel, of

Augsburg in 1720, for a customer as a wedding

soup-tureens

cow, a silversmith

present.

VARIOUS TYPES OF LOWLS




