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A
COLLECTIO~ OF E~GLISH PEWTER 

BY E. W. LOW . 

THE true collector n ot only reve ls in that 
whi ch is beautiful a nd ra re, but he finds an added 
zest in the poss ibilit y of be ing dece il'ed, in the diffi­
c ulty of disc riminating between the true and the 

fais e, in the trac ing to its origin any object in his 
possess io n, or which he Ins a mind to acquire; in 

short, he values his treasures, no t so much for th e ir 
intrinsic worth, or eve n for the fi ct itious value fashi on 
or fancy may have accorded th e m in the sa le-rool1l( 

as for the tang ible evidence they furnish of his 
keen ness, his untiring industry, and his triu:nph a nt 

inst in c t. That, of course, is a pi c ture of the perfect 

collector, all too rare, alas, in th ese days, when many 
a pril'ate individual who lo::>!;:s askance at the name 

o f " dealer," scarcely desen'es to rank higher than the 
latter so far as his keen nes:,; for a 111rgain, his al'o ll'ed 

o llject in " buying for a rise," are co nce rned . Still, 

th e ot he r type does ex ist , and he should rejoice that 
th e re are branches of the art of collecting, wh ic h, in 

spite o f almost every thing being reduced to a com­
merc ial basis, still offer am pie opportunities for th e 

indulge nce of hi s rulin g passion. 
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H e may res t assured that if h e takes to collect in::; 

pewte r, no demoralising certainty with re; ard to 
value, no commonplace books of refe rence to whic h 

the uninitiat ed can turn need damp his a rd ou r for the 
exploration of a ve ry little known tract of country. 
D o ubtless a certain amount has bee n written on the 

subject, but even th e best authorities, fell' as they arc, 
arc fain to acknowled ge how little th ey re:t!ly do 

knoll', how scant and inadequate are the sc rap s of 
knowledge which have come to the m a3 th e result of 
much to il anci research . 

For somet hing over se venty years th e pewte re r's craft 

has practically fall e n into ci es uetud e in Engbnd; to 

some extent it still flouri shes on the Continent, though 
not perhaps in a ve ry genuine form, the wares p:llmed 
off o n the ingenuous touris t and brought home and 

exhibited by him with no little pride, bei ng more 

often than not fashi :::>ned of a metal which a glan ce 
rel'eals to be spurious. But in England the sale 0:' 

modern pewter made after th e old manner and upon 

th e old fo rmul::e is confined to one or two firm s, an d 
the n on ly as a small and trifling part of th ei r 
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bU;;:nesses , 1':1e P el'::e :'", rs' Co:n t) ~1ny, which 0;1Ce 

u;J ::m a time Ins the he.1d·centre of the craft , is but 

a :n:lle, and , u:1fortu:ntely for the coll ectOr, the 

record" that hJ.\'e bee a prese[\'ed J.re of the sGll1tiest. 

I ndeed, it \I'o ul d be more cor rect to say tlut no 

a ,lthe:1tic records of the e~lrly nnkers and the marks 

used by thc':~l are in existence, Th e natural con· 

sequence is th,\[ such intorma tion as may be obtained 

tCI\I'arJs th e idcnril'lcatioa of any p~Hticular piece from 

p~i\'.lte ~ ~) urceS, is more or less apocrypha l, and Ilot to 

be dependcd upon , This and other matters rclating 

to the craft ha\'ing been dealt with at length in TilE 

CO""O ISSEU I, so me time back, it is not neces sary to 

en\:Hge upon them here, T he), arc only mentio ned 

ill ol'der to shol\' that ill de:r1ing with a col lect ion 

such as the present, the illdi l'idual pieces can as a 

rule only be approxilnately dated, it not IJeing 

possible to associate ll1an), o f the marks-where 

illdeed they are not so worn as an i)' to be roughly 

decipherable-with allY known maker. 

Such being the case th e IHi[el' has deemed it 

ad\'i :;able , or to be quite frank, ;;afe5t , merely to refer 

to the collec tion belonging to :,[r, H e nry D :lnn , o r' 

BrixtOn, as " Eng iish," \I'hich the bulk of the articles 

undoubtedly are, I ndeed , with th e except ion of a 

fell', the major part o f the collection bears the 

Cro\\'nc,1 R ose, \\'hich is, so to speak, the hall· mark 

o f British pew ter, and when in addition to this the 

word;: London," or in one or two cases;; Shoreditch" 

ap[Jc~Jr5, assurance is , of course, rendered doubly sure, 

;\fr, Dann 's collection consis ts in al\ ai' 19" PieCeS, 

including practically cI'ery article that was manu· 

facturcd in the metal. T o enunler:lll: them onc by 

onc would take up too much s p:lce; it will be 

surticicnt to refer to the mos t notable specimcns, 

])earest perhaps to thcir owner's heart arc a pair of 

large dishes, measuring ~ ..J. in s, in di:lInctl'l'; they arc 

marked "\\'att5, Londo n," and also "X X Superline 

Hard :"Iferal," \I' hic h points to their being of fairly 

early origin, possib ly early seventeenth century, One 

ot' the dishe,; has the mark c ut out and a piece \'cry 

dci'lly in se rted, the repail' hal'ing \;een clTectcd, if 01lL: 
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Gltl ju.j:,;e by the ,,"orkm:ln:,hio, :1t a consickrabll' bter 

d:ue, L:lrge dishe:i such as the3e arc c'\ceedin;::I:' 

rare, and are no: often to he found, e'\cept in the 

possCS:;iO:l of ecclesiastic and other public bodies , 

T he reaso n for tilis is curiou:i : lll,lnl' such dishes II'ere: 

at o:~e time m:1nuta ct ure:d, out that t'e,," sun' il'e is due 

~o t hc fat:l that II' hc n th e ~cncral u:ic of thc 1Il,:ta l 

dcclincd , s uch utcnsils werc brukcl1 up o r IIlcltcd, and 

l:,;cd 1")1' 1"lI'iuus useful but co nllnon-plal'c purposcs, 

such ,\5 IIlclllling ['(lob ,ull l othcr rc pairs, H u ll' nl ,u lY 

of thcsc "old,fashioncd" ulCllsils ,,"crc dcl'()lCd to sllch 

h'he purpuses can only bc sllr mi scd , but I'[,(\lll their 

r'lrity O l~ e mal' guess that a great nUllllJer \I'ere thus 

s:lcrilice:d , \\-:lnlOnil', "l!rl'll', \I'ill exclaim el'er:.' '.:t)od 

colkctor: t;J r \I'hat is the merell' practicll t;;,\ : i~ 

should be allo\I'cd [0 cbim for its O\l'll e ph en~;:, , :lI 

needs \I'h'lt ou:; h t bl' ri"ht (I) hal'c belon:;c:d t, ) t:le 

beautiful and ,1r!umcIHal for all time, 

,\nother p:ur of dishes of 10 ins, in di,ul1et ,:,-

and (r ()lll thcir depth c I' idcn tly designed fur I'cgc ­

tahles-arc IlUt,t1JIe , :l ltl1'Jugh l'irlu,t1ly lIlodl'rI1 ( I S3 2), 
T hl:)' h,\\'c upo n thelll a naked ,," ill ~ed Ill'lI1 (.'Ul 

a ll ~el)) 'llll l the 11:lI llc .. J, H iro l1 stadt," and arc: 

pr<>bahly of I kl~ial1 In'lllllfaClul'c, Th e I','\\'tcr 

el ll :Ul'lt il1g both froll1 C;hcl1t and 1':[[ISSl'l" I'e,u's 

silllib r del'ices; on thc o thcr hand, it IllUSt Iwt bc 
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forbott~n that at onc time many foreign makers 

settled in this country, These \'(~getable dishes, as 

\\'c may call them, are of \'ery fine light metal, and 

cv idently ha\'c a goodly proportion of si lver ' in th eir 

composi tion , 

.-\ll Mr. Dann's pieces ha\'e been acquired in true 

collector's style; that is to say, he h'15 purehascd 

here, there, a nd e\'eryll'here when the opportunity 

occurred, and the acquisition of his treasures has 

lasteu many years and pract ically taken all England 

fa I' its field, Everyone know,'; that \\'hat co llectors 

of suc h articks hanker afier more than anything 

cbe are "sets" of similar articles, and such sets 

II'hen plll'chased ell bluc" genera ll y run to high price,';, 

:\, lI'ill re:ldil y be see n fl'Om the illus trations the 

collection is rich in such gro ups, but their complete­

ness represents p:1tient search and c:uefu l purchase 

rather than the easy prodigality of the dildtallte II'ho 

buys at any price, 

The group or camllest icks contains at Ic:ist onc of 

quite early date , The quaint specimen of three­

corne red shape, prob:ibly left the craftsman's h:ind 

while Queen Elizaoeth still ruled o'er this realm, 

The other groups, t hose consisting of the in kstands, 

the oeakers (ell jassallt onc may say that the modem 

so-called" pCII'ter " pot in use at some public-ho uses 

is usually made of quite a dilTel'ent meta l), the woacco 

jars, and the sacramental cups, arc equa ll y rin e and 

co mplete, 

As a contrast to th e ot her pieces, and more 

particularly to those II'hich are characte ri stica lly 

English in the ir design a nd 1I'0rkmanship, one is 

str uck by a Chinese pell'ter tea cani ster, the metal of 

II'hich it is made being of a lighti sh s ill'cry co lou r, 

The canister is chased in the most uclic.lte anu 

exquisite bshion imaginable, and reprc:;cnts a 

veritable model of industl'y, artistic perception, and 

unerl'lng cra ftsma nsh i p , i\" o t absolu re I y ullerri ng 
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perlnps in an age of machine turile:i articles; one 

obse ,'\'c'; \·;ith no little pleasure tha t here and thcre 

on thi,; c1 nistcr the workcr has mi sjudged his distance 

or the strength of his st roke, and has, in consequence, 

had to de\'iate by a hair's breadth from his des ign, or 

othel"\\'ise makc a triRing compromise in order to 

carry ou t thc rem a inder of his schcme, 

It \\'ill b,~ sc~n that the illustrations practically 

explain the,llseh'cs, but th e re are one or two special 

points which call for notice, In the collection of 

drinking \'essels (No, i,) the beaker on the right has 

e:lgr.l\'ed upo n it thc unmistakeable figures of \rilliam 

and :-[ary, so that there can be small nnrgin for 

doubt as to thc date of its origin, The Rask to the 

le ~t \1',15 litc:'ally " picke::l up," as it was res cued from 

th e bot tom of a Il'ell in Yorkshire. 

The complete collection nnkes a brave display 

with the old Cromll'ellian dresser (a thing of beauty 

in itself), upon II'hich :-1r. Dann has fittingly grouped 

it. The" Black Jack" on the centre left hand shelf 

cannot be passed over without a \I'orcl , al thou:; h no: 

really within the pun'iell' of the prese nt articl e. 

Eng ra\'ed upon its silver rim a re th ese word,;, 

"James 1st
• th e greatest fool in Christendom r6 05." 

This was form erl y the property of Sir Harry Parkes. 

The O\'al dishes to which re ference has been made 

\I'ill be noticed standing on the Roor in the illustration 

sholl'ing the angle of the room in \I'hich th e collection 

is kep t. Indeed, this illustration and the one showing 

all the art icles arranged on the dresser g i\'e a muc h 

better idea of the scope and varie ty of the collection 

than any amount of "'erbal description . 

In the absence of really reliable and defini te 

information which would enable one to verify th e 

marks, any attempt to deal in detail with the pieces 

is bound to lead to unsatis t'actory and unreliabl e 

conclusions. A glance at these tll'O pictures will , 

hOll'e\'er, convince anyone that there is little exaggera­

tion in chiming for this co llection that it is unique of 

its kind. 
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