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APOSTLE

SPOONS

By NORMAN GASK

WITH ORB_AND CROSS; ST.

for this type of terminal-figure -spoon was
introduced into England from the Continent
about 1450 and maintained its popularity for more
than. two hundred years ; consequently it has many

claims to distinction, with a background rich in
e social life of Tudor and

QPOSTLE spoons continue to attract collectors,

Stuart days.
It was on an Apostle spoon, a St. Thomas to be

exact, acquired by Mr. Lionel Crichton in 1920,
with a maker’s mark of N.L above a pellet within
a round shield, that the hitherto missing and unknown
Lombardic capital date-letter «“A” for 1478-79
appeared, making this spoon the” earliest piece of
plate in existence bearing the full London hall-marks.
1t therefore takes precedence over the Nettlecombe
chalice -and paten, dated 1479-80, shown at the
recent Exhibition of British Art,
and helps to complete the first
Lombardic alphabetof London date
letters, as no other piece marked
with this “A” wasknown previously.
Usually, an Apostle spoon (the
name-saint of the baby or perhaps
the donor’s patron saint), was the
favoured although by no means
the only type of spoon made as 2
christening gift in Tudor and early
Stuart times, while the very wealthy
gave a complete set of thirteen.

WITH SAW; ST. PHILIP WITH LONG STAFF; ST. JUDE, WITH
MATTHEW, WITH MONEY
WITH FULLER’S POLE; ST. JAMES- THE GREATER, WITH

declares his unworthiness to
act as godfather to a ¢ fair
young maid that yet wants
baptism,” is met by the rebuke
from the King, “ Come, come,
My Lord, yow’d spare your
spoons.” Another interesting
reference appears in Bartholo-
mew Fair, where Ben Jonson
makes one of his characters
say — " All this for the hope
of two Apostle spoons and a
cup to eat caudle in.”

Only four or five complete
sets of English Apostle spoons
are known to-day, two sets
having come down, it is thought, in their original
state, the others having been made complete by
the addition of examples of the same date and
maker to fill gaps. It should be mentioned, however,
that a complete set of Apostle spoons not only
consists of thirteen, all different, including the
Master, all by the same maker and wrought in the
same year, but all of the same size. A maker of
early Apostle spoons sometimes produced three sizes
of the same Apostle in the same year; also each
maker wrought only 2 certain number of sets each
year, but often a number of the same individual
Apostles with popular names for christenings, such
as John, Matthew, Peter, Andrew, and so on.

The earliest and finest complete set of thirteen
known, all bearing full hall-marks, is the massive
Abbey set, so called because the insides of the bowls

HALBERD;
; ST. JAMES
PILGRIM’S STAFF

BAG;

ST. BAR-

CUP AND PALM;
ST. MATTHIAS,

In Shakespeare’s King Henry VIII.  No. IL—ST. ANDREW,
N OLOMEW, WITH FLETCHER'S KNIFE; "ST. PETER, WITH KEY;
_ (Act V., Scene 3), Cranmer, who  WITH AXE: ST. THOMAS, WITH SPEAR THESE KNOPS ARE OF THE ABBLY SET

WITH CROSS; ST. JOHN, WITH
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bear the Sacred Monogram, dated 1536-37 ; each
spoon being 7% inches long, with a sheaf of arrows
as the maker’s mark, the thirteen weighing 32 oz.
19 dwt. This was sold at Christie’s in 1903 for
£4,900, the highest price ever recorded ; the set was
then purchased on behalf of the late Mr. J. Pierpont
Morgan, in whose collection it has remained.

By the owner’s permission, I am able to give a
drawing of the knops of this matchless set (Nos. 1.
and ii.), with the respective Apostles identified in
accordance with the findings of the late Mr. Charles G.
Rupert. Mr. Rupert, who devoted considerable
research to the subject, was of opinion that the
abbreviated names, which can be seen on the
pedestals, were engraved at some subsequent period,

and are, in several instances, inaccurate. Other
complete sets are : The Swettenham Hall Set—date
1617-18, maker’s mark crescent enclosing mullet, sold
in 1897 for £650 and in 1901 for [1,060, bought
in 1901 by the late Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan ; the
Sulhamstead Set—date 1617-18, maker’s mark I.S.
in monogram, twelve of this sét sold in 1910 for £1,220 ;

the Lambert Set—date 1626-27, maker’s mark B.7.,-

a gate below, probably Benjamin Yate. The Lambert
set was presented, with others, by Mr. George
Lambert to the Goldsmiths’ Company. Mr. Lambert
acquired his set of Apostles almost one by one, and,
with the discovery of the thirteenth, hailed a hansom
and drove in triumph to Goldsmiths’ Hall with
his generous gilt.
Corpus Christi
College, Cam-
bridge, owns an in-
complete set of
twelve, made in
1566-67, given by
Archbishop Parker
in 1570. The Sy-
mons set of twelve
spoons only, St
Matthew being
missing, was made
in 1637-38, maker’s
mark R.C. This was
sold at Christie’s
in June, 1923, for
L500. But, zas is
evident frcm the
two shown (No.iii.),
the modelling of
the Apostles is
somewhat poor and
sketchy. -
The record price
for any one single
Apostle was paid at
Christie’s in June,
1928, when a small
St. Andrew of
1490-91, with the
characteristic nim-
bus set at the back
of the head, and
a Lombardic “L”
for maker’s mark,
realised f215
(No. v.). A similar
spoon, with the
same date and

5 5 s
maker’s mark, 15 I . 1y_pBAcK OF MASTER SPOON
the Jackson Loan IN THE FRITH SET OF TWELVE
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Apostle Spoons

Collection at the Victoria and
Albert Museum.

One pair of Apostles made
by this craftsman, in 1490-97,
when put up to auction in
1910 marked another record,
when, owing to keen competition
between two rival bidders, the
price of the pair rose to £1,050
before the hammer fell. One
of them was the Master and
the other either St. Matthew
or St. Philip; they cost the
vendor the small sum of £150,
which is but one instance of
the successful investments made
by some of the buyers of Apostle
spoons. Eleven made in 1519-20,
for example, bearing the famous
fringed S as maker’s mark, were
lought at the Bernal sale in
1855 for 62 guineas, and sold
by one of the purchaser’s de-
scendants not very long ago
for approximately £2,000. And
two Apostles, by the way, the Master and St. Peter,
were included in the famous Elizabethan Tichborne
« Celebrities ” or * Worthies > set of twelve spoons
dated 1592-93. This set was sold in 1858 for £430,
and re-sold at Christie’s in June, 1914, for £2,000.

The maker’s mark on this set of Worthies > was
a crescent or C., enclosing a W, possibly the mark of
Christopher Waiste or Wase, who died on Septem-
ber 22nd, 1605, aged sixty-six, and was buried in
St. Vedast, alias Fosters. '

Twelve Apostles made by the craftsman who used
this maker’s mark are illustrated on the accompanying
plate. This is the Frith set of twelve, which bears
not only the same maker’s mark as the set of
“ Worthies,”” but was
made in the same
year, 1592-93. lfs
history can be traced
back to about 1650,
when it was owned
by the Frith family of
Bank Hall, Derby-
shire. It was sold,
in 1920, for £620.
Another spoon, the
missing St. Andrew,
which was made in
1593-04, was- then
added ; the thirteen
being sold a few years
ago for approxi-

No. V..—ST. ANDREW :

HALL-MARK, 1490-91

MEW SPOONS : IN THE BISHOP

No. VIL-—KNOPS OF THE ST. SIMON, ST. ANDREW. AND ST. BARTHOLO-

No. VI.—CHARLES IL APOSTLE SPOONS IN THREE DIFFER-
ENT METALS: ST. PETER, ST. MATTHEW, AND ST. JOHN

mately £2,000, and are now in the United States.
Apostle spoons are recorded in Henry VIIL’s
Jewel-Book, as witness the following entries :—
“Item eight Spones white (i.e. ungilt) with
thappostells at the endes gilt iy 3
¢« Jtem foure gilt spones of severall sortes thone
with Christ at thende another wt one of the

Apostelles L '

Spoons, it would seem, were a favourite New Year’s
gift to Henry VIIL. by certain of his nobles.

No record of Apostle spoons, in wills or inventories,
has yet been discovered earlier than the year 1494,
when “ xiij cochliaria argenti cum Apostolis super eorum
fines > were bequeathed in a will in the York Registry.
These spoons Wwere
made not only in
silver, but also in
pewter and latten,
until the reign of
Charles I1.; speci-
mens in these metals
being shown (No.vi.).
One, a St. Peter,
of silver, is a good
example of the “heir-
loom’’ Apostle spoon.
It is recorded for
two hundred years.
The St. Matthew is
of latten, and the
DATE St. John of pewter.

WHYTE EIGHT; 1527-28
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