


FROM GALLERY AND MART

fashions. In our illustration are a few of the many de-
lightful things on view (unfortunately the setting can-
not be shown), notably a fascinating little Regency
piano of three octaves, the smallest real piano we have
ever seen. It is one of eight only, made by Messrs.
Chappell'in 1820. The daintiest ‘of Queen Anne and
Georgian bureaux, small clocks, mirrors, tables and
chairs were well placed in modern surroundings which
suited them to admiration. Similar displays will be a
feature of Harrod’s furnishings, ringing the changes
both seasonably and suitably. On the third floor is the
main bulk of Harrod’s extensive collection of antique
furniture—in immense salons filled with specimens of
all periods usually classed in that category, and offered
at most moderate prices. Such articles as small bureau
bookcases, writing tables, cabinets and wardrobes are
in great request, and at Harrod’s there is a fine array
to choose from, with decorative objects galore.

TWO JEWELLED SWORDS

THE pair of jewelled swords, depicted in a colour
plate among our  advertisement

pagesthismonth, aresufficientlyremark-
able to warrant a few editorial words of
comment. Made in Turkey to the order
of the Sultan Abdul Hamid, they were
presented by him to the Tsar Nicholas
11 of Russia, to commemorate the settle-
ment of the constantly recurring differ-
ences between Turkey and Russia at the
end of the last century. In other words
they were a gift and a symbol of appease-
ment. At the time of the Russian Revo-
lution these swords were displayed in
the Imperial Throne Room and were
sold by the Soviet Government, together
with the bulk of the Crown Jewels. The
blades are as splendid examples of the
swordsmith’s craft as the hilts and scab-
bards are of the workers in gold and
precious stones, and the diamonds,
rubies and emeralds used were carefully
selected from the treasures of the -Sul-
tan’s Empire. They are now in the pos-
session of Messrs. William Ogden, of 4,
King Street, St. James’s, where they
may be inspected by anyone interested.

|

/

A PEWTER PUZZLE

HE two pewter maces shown in our
colour plate, p. 285, and discovered
by Mr. M. J. Lorie, of Lories Ltd., Wig-

p. 183~ 295

more Street, present something of a conundrum
to pewter experts. What were their uses, ‘their date,
and whence did they come? They have been ex-
amined by such authorities as Capt. A. V. Sutherland-
Graeme, Vice-President and Past-President of " the
Society of Pewter Collectors, by Capt. Butler, Windsor
Herald, the Royal College of Arms, by the metal de-
partment at the Victoria and Albert Museum, by Mr.
J. Parkinson, Secretary of the Mace-Bearers’ Society,
and by Mr. Frederick Cresswell, Town Sergeant of
Sudbury, Suffolk, who himself carries two maces,
without reaching a definite conclusion. The two maces
illustrated are undoubtedly of very great interest.
Though the general opinion is that they are of eigh-
teenth-century date, varying from Queen Anne’s day
to about 1780, Mr. Parkinson considers them to be very
much earlier. He has never previously seen or heard of
anything like them or of any maces in pewter, with the
exception of a pair described as having been at Llanid-
loes in Wales, in the Seventeenth Century,. but long
since disappeared. The present pair seem to have been
once preserved in an old house in Burnham, Bucks.
Each measures 474 inches from end to end, the extreme
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length of the pewter being 262 inches, the diameter of

the unusually large balls 5% inches, the wooden
handles 20} inches. When found the handles, of yew
wood, were painted black over successive coats of
paint to the depth of more than one-eighth of an inch.-
Slight restorations are, the small collar in the stem of
one, and a small square -plate which fastens the orb
in both. The velvet linings to the crowns, of crimson,
now faded, have been definitely certified as English
material of the early Eighteenth Century.

THE LORD BALDWIN FUND

ON behalf of the Lord Baldwin Fund for Refugees,
we are asked to remind our readers that the sale of
Antiques, Pictures and Fine Jewels, " generously pro-
vided by sympathizers in this country with those un-
happy folk, expatriated and deprived of all means of
existence, will take place at Messrs. Christie’s, King
Street, St. James’s, on Thursday and Friday, May 25th
and 26th. Gifts should be sent immediately, with
names and addresses of the donors attached, to the
Lord Baldwin Fund, The Pantechnicon, Motcomb
Street, S.W.1. Messrs. Christie are kindly lending their
rooms and The Pantechnicon are placing their services
and storage space at the disposal of the Committee en-
tirely free of charge. Messrs. A. C. Cooper and Sons
have made a gift of all the photographs required.
Splendid results are already assured. The important
donation by Lord Rothschild of Reynolds’s famous
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family group of The Brad-
dyl family, has set a very
high standard and works
by Raeburn, Lawrence,
Wilson, Hoppner and
Abraham Bruegel have
also been received.

PAOLO VERONESE
CELEBRATIONS

ET another Italian

commemorative ex-
hibition to a great artist
has been organized at
Venice, following those of
former years in homage of
Titian and Tintoretto.
This particular occasion
is in honour of Paolo Ver-
onese, perhaps the great-
est decorative painter of
the Venetian school. The
productive genius of
Veronese was colossal, but a selection of his works
has been made, gathered from innumerable sources,
with a view to showing the painter’s astonishing fertil-
ity and the development of his art. The venue of this
Exhibition is the Giustinian Palace, in close proximity
to St.. Mark’s Square, and the most modern lighting
systems have been installed so that the pictures may
be viewed equally well during the hours after dusk.

OLD ENGLISH FURNITURE

AN exhibition at the Galleries of Frank Partridge
and Sons in King Street, St. James’s, S.W,, is
looked forward to as an annual institution. Rare pieces
of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century furniture, se-
lected with discriminating knowledge from the firm’s
more recent purchases, are to be shown from mid-May
till the end of June, and these will be accompanied by
fine examples of needlework and tapestry of the same
periods. To this we shall refer more fully andillustrate
in our next month’s topical notes. )

The June issue of THE CoNNOISSEUR, follow-
ing our example of last year, is being planned
as a Special Summer Number, of increased
size, and with additional colour plates. Except
to subscribers in advance, the price will be
two shillings and sixpence, and one dollar in
the United States of America.




TWO PEWTER MACES IN THE POSSESSION OF

LORIES, LTD. : BELIEVED TO BE OF THE XVIII

CENTURY : WITH ORIGINAL VELVET LININGS
EACH 47} INCHES LONG




