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NOTES ON SOJV18 

I
T is at first sight almost impossible to describe adequately, 

i.e., technically and exact ly, the collec tion of another 
from a set 01 photographs, however excellent they Illay 
ue; but it is possible, as"llming tha t · the latter are repre· 
sen ta tive examples of the (:ollection, to generalise from 

the peJint of view of the form and of the variety or of any 
marked peculiarity in the artic les shown in the accompanyi ng 
illustrations. 

In describir,g the objects thus selected, there is the risk 
th at the description may seem to he a somewhat imperfect 
catalogue. This is inevitahle when the description is . 
written with the photograph as the text, hecause, had 
the photographs been taken to illustrate these relllarks, the 
whole grouping wOllld 
necessarily have ueen 
altered, in some cases 
considerably sim­
plified. 

On the tall 
dresser there is 
nothing of unusual 
10 terest. The plates 
seem t o be, like 
most of our English 
or Scotch pewter-ware, 
well and carefully 
made. Two of the 
chargers on the top 
row are of slight ly 
earlier date thall the 
rest. Of the smali 
plates, whi ch are 
perhaps somewha t 
crowded , it may be 
sa id ·that though 
marked uy trifling 
differences in size 
and the curve of 
the booge, they are 
otherwise very much 
alike. The oblong 
dish on the top shelf 
is rather uncommon 
10 the multiplicity 
of the mouldings OIl 
the rim. Dishes of 
this sha.pe are 
generally entire l y 
made by hand. The 
j'alSO/l d'C/rc of the 
rails on the four 

' shelves is not 
apparent. In fortner 
nays the plates were 

. placed upon the 
,el" es that they 

. ,c1ined forward, a nd 
rested face downwards 
al:"ainst the r a il, 

. Tiley . are so placed 
, on the shelves in 
Bavarian ' and Tyro­

. Iese dressers at the 
present time. Nowa­
days, thin fillets, 
about 3in, from the 
edges of the shelves, 
prevent the plates, 

OLD P8WTER. 
In this same collection are a few good specim ens of 

the two types oi measures generall v known as " Lap pit 
hens," with and without knobs. Mr. C. F. C. Buck­
master thinks the J ersey and GLlernsey measmes were the 
original type. In all of these the handles have sLlffered, 
probably owing to the fact that they are too slender. As a 
point of construction, it will be noted that the handles are 
soldered on to a little cy linder wh ich has previously been fixed 
to the body. Anyonf' who has tri ed, an'd perhaps failed, to 
solder a handle of the ordinary kind to the thin body of a 
pewter vesse l, would appreciate the cyl indrical connecting-link. 
Measures of this type seem a lways to have a common· 
sense purchase or thumb-piece. On the second shelf are a 

graceful two- handled 
basin or bowl, 
with uninte resting 
handles, and a 
cOllple of quart tan­
kards, one of 
which . has ' ' - the 
kin ked S handle. 
The .' ,body of that 
on the ri!;ht is built 
up of .two pieces, 
while that on the 
.Ieft is of one piece. 
The shelf below 
contains a coupl e 
of smaller tankards, 
both of the type 
used til I quite 
recently 10 public-
houses. The handle 
of that on the 
right is cast hollow 
in two pieces, and 
then soldered to-
get her, In the 
centre is a two· 
handled cup, of 
which the (oot is 
obscured from ,·iew 
by an inkstand with 
fO llr cup-shaped reet. 
l3elow, on the table, 
are two more 
good speCimens of 
Scotch lavers, with 
spouts of the normal 
shape. The simpl e 
raised band usual I y 
found on the body 
IS just enollgh to 
break the hlle of 
the sides without 
spoiling the general 
outline of th e whole . 
In the centre are a 
deep dish of good 
proportions, a small 
howl, and a few salt­
ce llar s. At the 
extreme left IS an 
inhaler, an article 
which is sti ll made 
in pewter. It may 
be found in iVIessrs. 
Brown a nd Engle-

which are made to C. Reid. Wishmu. N.B, A COMPLETE DINNER SERVICE. field's catalogue. In 
genera l outline it is incline face upwards, 

from slippill,g off the shelves. On the botton1 shelf-or table, 
rather-ol the dresser the cent ral figure is a well dish, 
Its handles are nice enough, but the feet are absurdly sma ll. 
They may, of course, be later additions. In the distl is 
shown·_ an interesting dipper, though many people, from the 
fact that the dippers have been converted into hanging wall­
pockets or ~pill -boxes, call them by these titles. Of the 
two .soup Lur~ns, that on the left is quite ciigl.ified and simple, 
anci therefore adlllirably suited for manufacture in pewter; 
the other is ~ollle\\'hat s tilT, is too ornate, and is marred 
by its handles and its too s lender feel, The design is 
more suited for si lver than ror pewter, arid so fails to 
please. Perfect teapots in pewter are not common, and 
that on the top shelf, if of pewter and ill good order, is worthy 
of a better place. It seems, however, far too ornate ·for its 
purpose. 

a common tankard, with 
fittings , . 

the addi tion of a few . special internal 

Here can be seen to the best advantage a complete dinnflr 
service of pewter, the plates and dishes having an ornate moulded 
and shaped edge. It was made by Henry Maxted of London, 
1700-50 . On the lowest shelf are some sim ple li ttle pepper-pots, 
th e moulds for making which are still in existence. The pepper· 
pots in form are.superior to many later creations in si lver. 

Six German tankards by themseh'es constitute an o bject· 
lesson in what to avoid in the ornamentation of pewter. As 
in Illost cases of ornament added subsequently.to the lllaking of 
the vessel, the ivorkman has not known when to stop his hand. 
Each of the six is rather overweighted in the lid with the added 
supporters for the shields, which in thelllselves are 100 I,'rge for 
the place they occupy. Again, each of the six is lllarred hy the 
addit ion of rather flimsy feet. The spo uts, handles, and lhul11b-
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pieces are tbe same, or nearly so" in eacb, and call for no 
remark. Of tbe se t, the two in the centre are tbe least offensi\'e. 
In tbe case of the other four it is difficult to see the reason wby 
a drinking-tankard should have a design suited for plain g lazing 
worked upon it, or why another should be made to look like 
a quilted counterpane. The ornament in two of tbem is 
unintelligi ble. The argument in favour of the feet is that 
they make the tankards decorative; but let an unbiassed , 
critic cover up tbe feet, and he will probably acknowledge that 
tce feet are a mistake, if not a distinct hlemish . From the 
point of view of construction these feet are not strongly 
enough made to bear the weight of the tankards when full, 
a.nd the bottoms are not properly adapted for tbe addition 
of the feet. The ideal combination of a properly constrncted 
and strengthened bottom and suitable feet is not often found. 
One such ideal specimen exists in Sonth Kensington Museum; 
there are one or two in the Cluny Museum in Paris; and 

. others can be seen 
in th e museums 
at Nuremberg, 
Cologne, an 'd 
Augsburg. 

In one of the 
other illustrations 
mnch foreign, 
thol)gh with some 
English, pewter is 
represented . Tbe : 
foreign ware i" 
very ornate, and 
doe.; not har- ' 
monise well witb 
the rest. Of the 
row of seven 
small plates, one 
plate only has its 
rim ornamented 
by stamping 
or tooling; tbe 
rest are all cast 
in relief, some of 
it too high in 
proportion to 
the size of the 
plates. There is 

eye in a ny of these over-elaborated pieces. Of tbe English 
specimens, one may note the dish on tb e top shelf with a reeded 
edge".fianked by two diminutive candlesticks. On the shelf 
below are four larger candlesticks of three patterns, based, as 
usual, on silver originals; in the centre there is a tankard for 
water of a type common in nineteentb century public-house ba rs. 
A larger specimen of the same type is on the table of this 
dresser in the centre. On the tabl e are a church fiaaon with a 
wide-spreading base, and a domed lid of the late s;venteen th 
century type. ',At the other end is a German flagon of the 
same general type as those illustrated in another picture, but with 
fl at discs as substitutes for feet. They are too thin to have 

"TAPPIT HENS." Aj\,'D OTHER 

ever been of m uclt 
side thrust or strain . 
back of a frock or 

use, as they could not withstand , any 
The discs resemble the buttons on the 
morning coat, which show what once 

was, but will not 
be again. Two 
tall candlesticks 
seem to be rather 
overdone with 
mouldings. The 
tobacco - box a,p­
pears French, and 
is of the type 
that is often found 
to show traces of 
paint, if not 
painting, on the 
surface. On the 
top of the cl resser 
is a tan kard or 
measure with a 
bulholls body, 
th e ' '/lorid orna­
ment of whicll 
seem s to be 
much later than 
the tankard . 

no repose for the C. I!dd. CHUR~'H FLA'GON, CHARGER, AND TWO CANDLESTICKS, 

The fourth 
picture shows in 
detail the church 
flagon and the 
two candlesticks 
shown in another 
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illustration, with a fine charger as a 
background. 

Some of the pewter is illustrated in 
detail. On the extreme left there is 
the bibel'oll or spouted ,'essel shown on 

the top of one of the dressers. The 
ribbed ornament is simpie and pleasing, 
as i~ also the shape of the two handles 
for pouring and for carrying. Another 

feature well brought out ill tbe photo­
graph is the s liding bolt arrangement 
lor shutting the lid -of the vessel. The 
German flagon is a larger photograph 
of that shown helow. The absurdity of 
the button-feet is here more apparent. 
The ornamented tankard shows plainly 
that the ornament is a later addition. 
It suggests the cheap and nasty orna­
ment done by means of a snarling 

iron on the Britann ia metal teapots 
of to-day. For simplicity the straight­
sided tankard with its broad flat base 
and flat lid is far preferable. ,The 
ornament, too, is restrained and is 
kept quite flat. The two porringers, 
with pierced-work ears, are of no 
special interest. 

The lesson to be learned from these 
illustrations seems to be tbis-do not 
attempt to group English and foreign 
pewter together. At the recent exhi­
bition in Cl ifford's Inn Hall the effect 
of the grouping was secured by 
placing the foreign work in a separate 
corner. Such grouping ' is fairer both 
to the Engli sh work and also to the 
foreign stuff, for comparisons, if not 
odious, may be unfair. One collector, 
who felt it his duty to criticise the 
exhibits at Clifford's Inn Hall, main­
tained that there was no "art" in the 

Engli sh pewter because there was no 
ornament. \Vith such critics argument ' 

is useless and quite thrown away, but 
unfortunately they find many willing 
listeners. 

H. $'. L. f. MASS~ 
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C. Reid. ENGLISH AND FOREiGN PEWTER. Copyright 
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