


NOTES OF THE MONTH

AN OLD ENGLISH PEWTER CANDLESTICK IN
AMERICA. BY E. ALFRED JONES

The accompanying illustration is of a rare old English
pewter candlestick in the possession of Miss Alice W.
Stillman, on loan at the Morgan Memorial Museum and
Wadsworth Atheneum at Hartford, Connecticut. It is
mentioned as early as 1692 in a will of one Phineas
Wilson, of that town.

Candlesticks of this form were made in silver by
London silversmiths early in the reign of Charles II,
and of Lambeth Delft ware about the same time, as will
be remembered by visitors to the “ Age of Walnut
Exhibition ” at Sir Philip Sassoon’s, when a single
candlestick of this ware in colours, of great rarity, was
shown by Mr. A. S. Marsden-Smedley.

A French silver candlestick of the same shape,
executed in 1683 by Antoine Turpin, the younger, of
Paris, is in the collection of Mr. David Weill in that
city and is illustrated, with the four marks stamped upon
it, on page 72 of M. Henry Nocq’s “ Le Poincon de
Paris,” Vol. IV (1931). A variation of the same type,
with a fluted collar instead of the plain one at the bottom
of the stem, from Mr. Junius Morgan’s collection of old
French plate in Paris, is illustrated in M. Louis Carré’s
“ Guide to Old French Plate,” 1931. It would seem to
have been a popular form of candlestick in France, not
only in silver but also in bronze, pewter and faience.

The same shape was copied by the well-known
American silversmith, Jeremiah Dummer (1645-1718),
of Boston, in a unique pair, still cherished by descendants
of the original owners in Massachusetts, named Jeffries.
These precious candlesticks must have been familiar to
a descendant of the same family, Dr. John Jeffries, who
completed his medical education in England and who
was a staunch adherent of the British in the American
Revolution before his flight to London. During his
long exile there he was “ generally employed in attending
on his countrymen [his fellow refugees from America]
who from difference of climate, chagrin, and various
circumstances are very frequently disordered, and at the
same time unable to reward the services of his profes-
sion.” But the exploit which has preserved the name
of Dr. Jeffries from oblivion was his crossing of the
Straits of Dover in a balloon from London with the
celebrated Blanchard in January, 1785—the first crossing
by air—which is commemorated by an engraving with a
portrait of the doctor.

_ An illustration of one of these American silver candle-
sticks may be seen in Mr. Francis H. Bigelow’s *“ Historic
Silver of the Colonies,” 1917, No. 187.

The same shape of candlestick spread to Sweden and
was made by, among other silversmiths, Johan Ulrik
Kickow, of Stockholm, at the end of the seventeenth
century (Plate XCII in E. Alfred Jones’s “ Old Silver,
European and American,” 1928).

To return to an account of this English pewter
candlestick in America. The maker has been identified
from the marks as Hugh Quick, whose touch is No. 230

PEWTER CANDLESTICKS. By Hugh Quick, London

The Property of Miss Alice W. Stillman, on loan at the Morgan
Memorial Museum, Hartford, Conn., U.S.A.

on the London Touchplate, which he had leave to strike
in 1674-5 ; he was elected to the Livery of the Pewterers
Company of London on April 3rd, 1685 ; elected Upper
Warden in 1704 and Master of that Company in 1708.
(H. H. Cotterell’s ““ Old Pewter,” 1929, p. 289.)

My acknowledgment of the courtesy of reproducing
this rare candlestick is due to Miss Stillman and for the
loan of the photograph to Mrs. Florence Paull Berger,
curator at the museum.

,PORTRAIT OF HIS EXCELLENCY BENITO
MUSSOLINI. BY HENRIQUE MEDINA

We publish here a reproduction of a remark-
able portrait of Signor Mussolini, the work of a young
Portuguese artist resident in London for the past seven
years, Henrique Medina. This picture, painted in Rome
recently, is considered to be one of the most vital and
powerful portraits of the Italian statesman yet produced.
Senor Henrique Medina, born in Portugal in 1901,
has achieved notable success somewhat early in his
career, having been decorated by his Government with
the Order of Christ in 1928, and has had one of his
portraits purchased by the French Government for the
Luxembourg. He has paid three visits to the United
States, and has painted many prominent persons in that
country.
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