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Robert junior apparently died sometime between 1732 and 1740 when
his name disappears from the Poor Rate returns to be replaced in the
latter year by that of Humphrey Evans as occupier of the former Dawe
premises. Evans must have been a second generation of that name and
seemingly the son of the Humphrey who married Elizabeth Dawe,
though no direct evidence has been found for this and no freedom entry
exists for him. Humphrey Evans junior appears to have continued the
business from the same location until his own death in 1763 aged 7o0.

Some limited biographical information on the Evans family was to
be found on another erstwhile floor slab in St Lawrence’s church:”

Here lyeth the body of Robert son of Mr Humphrey Evans of this
parish who deceased 20 of September 1739 aged 8 years

Here lyeth Mary the wife of Dr. Forrester died March 18th 1730
aged 87

Here lyeth the body of Humphrey son of the above sd Mr
Humphrey Evans who died May 17 1753

Here also lyeth the body of Mr Humphrey Evans senr who died
March 1763 aged 70

Also here Hannah Evans his wife daughter of [illeg.] Forrester
physician of Sherbourne Dorset. Died Oct roth 1776(?) aged 76.

Nevertheless, the available information on both Humphrey Evanses is
sparse and investigation is confused by the existence of a cordwainer
of the same name who, however, was dead by 1705. Clearly, however,
the Humphrey who was free as a pewterer in 1710 must have been the
one who married Elizabeth Dawe and cannot have been the Humphrey
who died in 1763 aged 70.

Robert Dawe junior had married an Elizabeth Bryant in 1685 and it
appears virtually certain that she was of the same family as the pewterer
Edward Bryant who was active in the early eighteenth century. A
tenuous link between Robert Dawe and one of his former apprentices,
Thomas Welsh, is perhaps indicated by the fact that Welsh’s touchmark
on a piece of his surviving pewter has been found overstamped ‘DAWE
However, this could mean no more than that Dawe acquired Welsh'’s
stock, perhaps at his death or as a result of insolvency. Figure 7 shows
a Dawe/Evans family tree.

THE ErcHTEENTH CENTURY

Lawrence Langworthy, a native of Ashburton, was apprenticed in Exeter
and was made a freeman of the city in 1714. He certainly worked in



DAWE/EVANS

Deborah = ROBERT DAWE = Elizabeth
d. 1671 b. 1623 d. 1694 d. 1684
Deborah = GEORGE MAJOR Elizabeth = HUMPHREY EVANS ROBERT = Eliz. Bryant
b. 1648 m. 1680 b. 1653 m. 1681 h. 1655 m. 1685
Deborah HUMPHREY = Hannah Forrester Elizabeth
b. 1693 d. 1763 b. 1686 d. 1689
Robert Humphrey Abraham
b. 1731 d. 1739 b. 1728 d. 1753 b. 1734

Fic. 7. Family tiee for Dawe, Major and Fvans. Pewterers are shown in capital letters.
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Fia. 8. Marks of Exeter pewterers. Left to right, top row, Robert Dawe sni; Robert Dawe jur,
“Lawrence Langweorthy: middle vow, Humphrey Evans snr, Humphrey Evans jnr; Thomas
Ielsh; bottom row, Edward Bryant, Samuel Clarke.

Exeter for some years for pewter made by him bears a touchmark dated
1719 which includes his name and ‘EXON’ (Fig. 8). However, he
emigrated to Newport, Rhode Island before 1731, remarried there in
1734 and became a freeman of Newport in 1735. He died there and his
gravestone reads,

[n memory of Lawrence Langworthy of Ashburton in ye County
of Devonshire. Died Oct ye 19 1739 in ye 47 year of his age. Also
of Mary his wife of Dartmoor in ye County of Devonshire, died
Jany ye 15 1732-3 in ye g7 year of her age.”

Although 20 pewterers were made freemen between 1700 and 1749
curiously little can be discovered about them from the city’s archives.
Somehow most of them appear to have avoided paying taxes and little
relevant information can be gleaned from the Exeter parish registers as
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summarised in the International Genealogical Index.”® Some of them
probably lived and worked outside the city and acquired their freedom
simply to give them a privileged trading status there. We know that
Sampson Hodge worked in Tiverton and Samuel Levertt IT in Barnstaple
and in the previous century James Nosworthy of far away Helston was
made a freeman of Exeter.”” There may well have been others who
plied their trade in outlying towns where the records, were they to be
searched, might yield otherwise missing information. These craftsmen
are, however, included in the Appendix which lists all the ‘Exeter’
pewterers so far identified in the period under review.

The mid-eighteenth century is an appropriate place to break off this
survey for by that date the nature and organisation of the pewterers’
craft was changing. The small workshops of earlier years disappeared
and ‘pewter manufactories’ began to make their appearance. In 1772
Edward Mills was advertising his ‘Pewter Manufactory opposite the
Corn Market in the Fore Street, Exeter’ and in 1791 John Ferris
advertised his acquisition of the manufactory formerly of John Evans
(relationship, if any, to Humphrey unknown), also in Fore Street.”
Pewtering continued in Exeter into the 1850s and the late eighteenth-
century and early nineteenth-century pewterers have been the subject
of a recent study published elsewhere.”

MAKERS™ MARKS

Of the pre-1750 Exeter pewterers mentioned above pewter survives by
the following makers whose marks have been identified and recorded,
Robert Dawe senior and junior, Humphrey Evans senior and junior,
Edward Bryant, Thomas Welch and Lawrence Langworthy. Another
pre-1750 Exeter pewterer whose wares have been identified is Samuel
Clarke (free 1722). His touchmark reads ‘SAMUEL CLARKE, EXON’,
but his name has not been found in the city records other than in the
list of freemen. The mark shown by Cotterell®" as that of Richard
Cumming (free 1729) may not relate to the Exeter craftsman. Probably
other early Exeter pewter exists, but the marks of its makers remain
unrecognised or unrecorded. Numerous seventeenth-century touch-
marks carry only the makers’ initials and are likely to continue to defy
identification with recorded pewterers unless by a fortuitous combination
of circumstances. Such a mark is that noted by Cotterell™ which bears
the initials ‘RD’ flanking a fleur-de-lis, the device used in a touch
carrying the name ‘Robert Dawe’ in full. This ‘RD’ mark has been
seen with the same hallmarks as were subsequently used by Humphrey
Evans who succeeded to the Dawe business. It can therefore now be
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attributed with considerable confidence to Robert Dawe, probably
Robert senior. :

ExeTErR 1IN CONTEXT

Comparison of Exeter with other county towns is fraught with un-
certainty since recovery of information is very much dependent on the
extent and quality of the archival material. Nevertheless, in-depth studies
of Shrewsbury and Worcester reveal a pattern remarkably similar to
that of Exeter, though limited by the fact that neither has extensive
material pre-1500.” In both centres a few families dominated the
trade during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries and commonly
intermarried. In terms of numbers Shrewsbury boasted fifty-one pew-
terers between 1500 and ¢.1760 and Worcester sixty-six during the same
period compared with Exeter’s fifty-four. In all three places the number
of pewterers working during the seventeenth century was more than
double that in the sixteenth. In Devon, nineteen pewterers have been
identified in Barnstaple in the period c.1600 to c.1750 compared with
forty-three in the same period in Exeter.®* So far as can be judged by
‘head-counting’ of freemen’s rolls Norwich can claim a total of thirty-four
between 1500 and ¢.1760 and eighteen prior to 1500. The Chester rolls
provide some fifty-five names between 1500 and ¢.1750 and Leicester
twenty between 1465 and 1633.

Nevertheless, freemen’s rolls are imperfect records which must explain
the apparent late date of Exeter’s first recorded pewterer. It is perhaps
worth noting that one Adam Brasyutere (brassworker) was made free of
the city in 1348 and studies elsewhere have shown that the trades of
both pewterer and brazier were not infrequently practised by the same
craftsman.” In terms of date Leicester can at present claim the earliest
provincial pewterer, Joh’ Peutar’, who appears in the tallage roll for
1318.% Lostwithiel (1327) and Barnstaple (1343) have already been men-
tioned as early Westcountry centres and pewterers were at work in
Launceston and Restormel before 1346.%” Other early records are for
Bristol (1343), York (1348) and King’s Lynn (1350).” It seems very likely
that craftsmen who remain to be discovered were at work in Exeter at
an equally early period.

APPENDIX—EXETER PEWTERERS TO ¢.1750

Before 1500

Angre, William Free 1417.
Chese, William Free 1396.
Folyet, John Free 1439, in Pewterers Company search 1474.

Grosse, William™* Mentioned between 1350 and 1400.
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Harry, John
Joyce, William
Humpbhrey, John
Kittow, John
Luer, John I

Luer, John II
Luer, Thomas*
Peutrer, John

Peutrer, Richard
Smyth, John

~I
Ln

Free 14350.

Free 1461, in Pewterers Company search 1474.

Free 1486, in St Mary Major in 1522.

Free 1389 (? whether John Peutrer q.v.).

Mentioned in deeds ot 1433 and 14.49. (Staniforth and Juddery,
Exeter Property Deeds 11501450 (EMAFU Report, forthcoming)
citing Dean and Chapter Archives 424 and 437).

Free 1448, shop in Bolehylstrete (South St) in 1470.
Mentioned between 1350 and 1400.

Mentioned 1407-8 as lessee of garden in North St. (Juddery,
Exebridge Wardens’ Accounts (EMAFU Reports go.20, 90.31,
90.32).

Free 1370, shop at Carfax, High St 1381, alive in 1405.

Free 1425.

* The names above marked with an asterisk were kindly provided by J. Z. Juddery of
Exeter Museums Archaeology Field Unit.

1501-1600
Cogan, James
Haukeridge, John

Jane, Gregory

Jurden, William
Lynne, Benjamin

Lynne, John
Pewterer, Richard

Stephens, John
Stephens, Richard

Style, Richard

1bor—1y00
Bennetr, William
Cole, Thomas

Dawe, Robert [

Dawe, Robert II
Dolbeare, Edmund

King, Abel I

King, Abel II

Free 1577.

In Pewterers Company search 1559. Sold a tenement in St
Mary Major in 1590.

Free 1536, lived on the east side of South St *near Trinity
Church’ 1530-64. Searcher in 1562.

Free 1586.

Son of John (q.v.). Lived in South St opposite the “White
Hart’ (later No. 38 South St) 1584-98.

In Holy Trinity in 1586.

Paid rent on a garden in Frerenhay in 1527. (Sue Reece 5189,
citing Receiver’s Accounts 18-19 Henry 8).

Free 1526. Servant to John Humphrey (q.v.) in 1522. In St
Mary Major until 1557-8.

Free 1566. [n Pewterers Company search 1559, mentioned
1575-

Free 1562. Lived in South St 136484 in same tenement
as was subsequently occupied by Benjamin Lynne (q.v.).
Previously in South Ward.

Free 166r.

Free 1621. In Pewterers Company scarches 1656—41. Lived
opposite the ‘White Hart’, South St (subsequently No. 34
South St). Dead in 1653.

Free 1653. Lived in High St near St Lawrence’s church
(subsequently No. 246 High St) from 1666 or before. Died
1694.

Free 1681, son of Robert [ (q.v.). Continued his father’s
business in High St. Died between 1732 and 1740.

Free 1664. Probably of Ashburton, though listed in Holy
Trinity poll tax of 1660.

Free 1632. Son-in-law of Robert Paul (q.v.). In Pewterers
Company searches of 1656 and 1641. Probably lived at St
James' Corner, South St. Died 1670.

Free 1658, son of Abel I (q.v.). Lived in South St opposite St
James’ Corner.
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King, James

King, Joseph
Major, George

Morron, Gilbert
Levett, Samuel I

Nosworthy, James

Paul, Robert

Paul, Thomas

Penwarden, Digory
Row, Edward
Skinner, Robert

Skinner, Thomas [
Skinner, Thomas II

Toms, John
Welsh, Thomas

Wyate, Philip

Post 1700

Band, John
Bennison, George
Birchinshaw, W'm

Bryant, Edward

Clarke, Samuel
Cumming, Richard
Evans, Humphrey [
Evans, Humphrey 1

Hawkins, Philip
Hodge, Sampson
Lane, William

Langworthy, Lawrence

Levett, Samuel I
Measefield, Robert
Miller, Thomas
Morrell, Gilbert
Stephens, Edward
Strange, John
Ticken, Samuel
Turner, John

Free 1673, probably nephew to Abel [. Leased premises at St
James’ Corner from 1678.

Free 1697, son of Abel IL.

Free 1681, son-in-law of Robert Dawe I. Was on east side of
Bullhill St (South St) in 1714.

Free 1675.

Free 1669. Probably of Barnstaple but listed in St Mary
Major poll tax of 1660.

Free 1673. Apparently the James Noseworthy, pewterer, of
Helston.

Free 1603. In Pewterers Company searches of 1636—41. Lived
in South Ward, St Mary Major (probably near the “White
Hart" in South St).

Lived in South Ward, St Mary Major, probably with Robert.
Dead by 1665.

Free 1677.

Free 1695.

Son of Thomas II (q.v.). Was living in Robert Dawe's house
in 168q.

Free 1635. Lived some two doors north of Abel King 1L
Free 1673. Relationship to Thomas [ unclear. Was in South
St, Holy Trinity, in 1700.

Free 1669.

Free 1696. In Holy Trinity 1691-1713, perhaps outside South-
gate.

Free 1665.

Free 17.49.

Free 1719.

Free 1723, Probably the William Birchinshaw who was living
on the south side of High St near St Stephen’s church in the
17508. ;

Free 1701, Related by marriage to Robert Dawe. Possibly the
Mo Bryant resident in St Sidwells.

Free 1722,

Free 1729.

Free 1710, Married Robert Dawe’s daughter in 1681.
Apparently the son of Humphrey [ Inherited the Dawe
business in the 1750s. Died 1763.

Free 1701,

I'ree 1706. A Tiverton pewterer.

Free 1707.

Free 1714, Emigrated to Newport, Rhode Island before 1751
and died there in 1739 aged 47.

Free 1707. A Barnstaple pewterer.

Free 1709.

Free 1726.

Free 1705.

Free 1716.

I'ree 1710,

Free 1710,

Free t727.
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