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FIG. G. Ut'O sa/cus '!6o 11111/ diallle/a lIIade by HI/III/Jhre}' EClIIIJ'j/lllior alld (iIlJiwll) a 
lIIid-eighl"'-"lh allll/cV pilll wpaci!), leill' lIIenS/lre which is probab!), '!/. E.rda 1Il11l1/1ji,cl/lre 
b/ll bears 110 lIIakerj· lIIark (Pholo: Garl Rick"ItJ). 

Between them the Dawes had a [Otal of nine apprentices who sub­
sequently became freeme n of the city and doubtless there lI'ere others 
who did not stay the co urse or did not subsequentl y become freemen. 
It is known that in London a t this t ime onl y ha lf ot' those apprenticed 
to pewterers finished thei r training. By late seve nteenth-ce ntury stand­
ards this was a significan t business which co mprised at its peak three 
master crat'tsrnen, several app renti ces, maybe a journeyman or tll'O and 
perh aps 101' a while Humphrey £\',111S (se nior). As a result Ro bert Dawe 
junior became a wealthy man who, in the ea rl y decades on the e ightee nth 
centu ry, held leases on many investme nt properties in Exeter, including 
the house of his pewterer son-in-law George f.,·Iajor whic h was situa ted 
in the upper part of South Street (t hen Bullhill Street) almost opposite 
the end of Guinea Street. f9 In 171 S he aspi red [0 become a co untry 
gentleman by the acquisition of a thousand year lease to the manor or 
Larkbeare. S

() I n 17 12 he wrote a letter to the London Pewterers Company 
seeking their help in dealing with a 'great fraud ' being practised by 
Jacob C hapman, apparently the pewterer of tha t name of Falmouth 
a nd Liskeard. 51 R egrettab ly the nature ot' the fraud is not disclosed and 
though a rep ly was sent to him by the Londo n Company the tex t of 
this is not preseI'\'ed a nd tantalisingly no rurther deta ils are 
This may sugges t that Robert D awe was th en a spokesman with some 
official standing amo ng Exeter's pewtering fraternity. 
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Robertjunior appa rently died sometime between '732 and '740 when 
his name disappears from the Poor R ate returns to be replaced in the 
la tter year by that of Humphrey Evans as occupier of the former Dawe 
premises. Evans must have been a second generation of that name and 
seemingly the son of the Humphrey who married Elizabe th Dawe, 
though no direc t evidence has been found for this and no freedom entry 
exists for him. Humphrey Evans junior appears to have continued the 
business from the same location until his own death in 1763 aged 70. 

Some limited biographical information on the Evans family was to 
be found on another erstwhile floor slab in St Lawre nce's church: 53 

Here lye th the body of Robert son of ~Ir Humphrey Evans of this 
parish who deceased 20 of September 1739 aged 8 yea rs 

H ere lyeth Mary the wife of Dr. Forrester died March 18th 1730 
aged 87 

H ere lye th the body of Humphrey son of the above sd ~Ir 

Humphrey Evans who died r.-Iay 17 1753 

Here a lso lyet h the body of r.[r Humphrey Evans sem who died 
March 1763 aged 70 

Also here H annah Evans his wife daughter of [illeg.] Fon'ester 
physic ian of Sherbourne Dorset. Died Oct loth 1776(?) aged 76. 

Nevertheless, the ava il ab le information on both Humphrey Evanses is 
sparse and invest igation is confused by the ex istence of a co rdwainer 
of the same name who, howe\'e r, was dead by [705. C lea rly, however, 
the Humphrey who was free as a pewterer in [7[ 0 must have been the 
one who married Elizabe th Dawe and cannot ha\'e been the Humphrey 
who di ed in 1763 aged 70. 

Robert Dawe junior had married an Elizabeth Bryant in 1685 and it 
appears virtually certain that she was of the same 1~1!nily as the pewte rer 
Edward Bryant who was active in the ea rl y eightee nth century. A 
tenuous link between Robert Dawe and one of his form er apprentices, 
Thomas 'Welsh , is perhaps indica ted by the fact that vVeIsh's touch mark 
on a piece of his surviving pewter has been found overstamped ' OA\VE ' .:H 
H owever, this could mean no more tha n that Dawe acquired \NeIsh 's 
stock, perhaps at his death or as a result o f inso lvency. Figure 7 shows 
a Dawe/Eva ns famil y tree . 

THE E[GHTEENTH CE:-<TURY 

Lawrence Langworthy, a native ofAshburton, was apprenticed in Exete r 
and was made a fr eeman of the city in 17Q. He ce rtainl y worked in 



DAWE/EVANS 

Deborah 
d. 1671 

ROBERT DAWE 
b. 1623 d. 1694 

Elizabeth 
d. 1684 

Deborah GEORGE MAJOR Elizabeth HUMPHREY EVANS ROBERT Eliz. Bryant 
b.1648 m.1680 b. 1653 m.1681 b. 1655 m. 1685 

Deborah HUMPHREY Hannah Forrester Elizabeth 
b. 1693 d . 1763 

~~ ~ --------r--
Robert Humphrey 

b. 1731 d. 1739 b. 1728 d . 1753 
Abraham 

b. 1734 

b. 1686 d . 1689 
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FIG, 8, '\[arl'J' 0/ Erda /)fwtt'lrrs, Ltji to right, top I'D 11', Rohert DWN ,1'1/1; [(ohert f)a /t'e jl/I; 
. LmcrellCt! L(ll/!:.rzl'Vrll~v: l11iclclle ro\\', fllfllllJhr~JI El'flllJ .1IlT, flull//llm!)' c.'Vat1.\" jllr; 'Thomas 

11 e/sh; buttolll !'Oil', EII,,'ald lJl)'IlIIt, Sall/lld C/arke, 

Exeter for some yea rs for pewter made by him bears a touch mark dated 
[7[9 which includes his name and ' EXO N' (Fig, 8), However, he 
emigrated to Newport, Rhode Island before [73 [, remarried there in 
[734 a nd became a freeman of Newport in 1735, H e died there and his 
gravestone reads, 

In memory of Lawrence Langworthy of Ashburton in ye Co unty 
of D evo nshire, Died Oct ye [9 1739 in ye 47 year of his age, Also 
o f rvlary his wife of Dartmoor in ye County of De\'onshire, died 
Jany ye 15 1732-3 in ye 37 yea r of her age ,55 

Although 20 pewterers were made freemen betIVeen 1700 and 1749 
curiously littl e can be disco\'ered about them from the city's a rchives , 
Some how mos t o f them appear to have ,l\'o ided paying taxes and littl e 
rele\'alll info rmatio n can be gleaned from the Exeter parish reg isters as 

.~ ," .. 
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summarised in the International Genealogical Index.s6 Some of them 
probably lived and worked outside the city and acquired their freedom 
simply to give them a privileged trading status there. \ Ve know that 
Sampson Hodge ,,·orked in Ti\·erton and Samuel Le\·ett II in Barnstaple 
and in the prn·ious century James Nosworthy of far a,,·ay Helston was 
made a freeman of Exeter57 There may well hm·e been others who 
plied their trade in outlying towns where the records, \,·ere they to be 
searched, might yield otherwise missing information. These craftsmen 
are, howeve r, included in the Appendix which lists all the 'Exeter ' 
pe,,·terers so far identified in the period under revie\\·. 

The mid-eighteenth century is an appropriate place to break off this 
survey for by that date the nature and organisation of the pewterers' 
craft was changing. The small workshops of earlier years disappeared 
and 'pewter manufactories' began to make their appearance. In 177'2 
Edward J\Iills was advertising his ' Pewter :'Ianufactory opposite the 
Corn Market in the Fore Street, Exeter,5B and in 1791 John Ferris 
advertised his acquisition of the manufactory formerly of John Evans 
(relationship , if any, to Humphrey unknown), also in Fore Street. S9 

Pewtering continued in Exeter into the 18sos and the late eighteenth­
century and early nineteenth-century pewterers have been the subject 
of a recent study published elsewhere. 'io 

1\ l.-\KERS ' 1\ L\RKS 

Of the pre-1750 Exeter pewterers mentioned above pewter survives by 
the following makers whose marks have been identified and recorded; 
Robert Dawe senior and junior, Humphrey Evans senior and junior, 
Edward Bryant, Thomas \ Velch and Lawrence Lang\\"Orthy. Another 
pre-[750 Exeter pewterer whose wares have been identified is Samuel 
Clarke (free 172'2). His touchmark reads 'SA1\IUEL CL\RKE, EXON' , 
but his name has not been found in the city records other than in the 
list of freemen. The mark shown by Cotterell';' as that of Richard 
Cumming (free [7'29) may not relate to the Exeter craftsman. Probably 
other early Exeter pewter exists, but the marks of its makers remain 
unrecognised or unrecorded. Numerous seventeenth-century touch­
marks carry only the makers' initials and are likely to continue to def~' 

identification with recorded pewterers unless by a fortuitous combination 
of circllmstances . Such a mark is that noted by Cotterell'i ~ which bears 
the initials ' RD ' flanking a fleur-de-lis, the device used in a touch 
carrying the name 'Robert Dawe' in full. This 'RD ' mark has been 
seen with the same hallmarks as were subsequently lIsed by Humphrey 
E,·ans who succeeded to the Dawe business. It can therefore now be 
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a ttributed with considerable confide nce (0 Robe rt Dawe, probably 
Robert senior. 

EXETER [" CO"TEXT 

Comparison of Exe ter with o ther county (Owns is fraught with un­
certainty since recO\'ery of information is very much dependent on the 
extent and quality of the archival material. Nevertheless, in-depth studies 
o f Shrewsbury and \ Vo rceste r reveal a pa ttern remarkably similar to 
that of Exeter, though limited by the fact that neither has extensive 
m a teria l pre-[ 500.63 In both centres a few famili es dominated the 
trade during the sixteenth and seve nteenth centuries and commonly 
intermarried . In terms of numbers Shrewsbury boas ted fifty-one pew­
terers between [500 and c. [760 and \No rcester sixty-six during the same 
period compared with Exeter 's fifty-four. In a ll three places the number 
of pewterers wo rking during the seventeenth century was more than 
double that in the sixtee nth. In Devo n, ninetee n pe\vterers have been 
identified in Barnstaple in the period c.r 600 to c. I 750 compared with 
forty-three in the same period in Exeter.b~ So far as can be judged by 
' head-counting' offreemen's rolls Norwich can claim a total of thirty-four 
be tween 1500 and c. 1760 and eightee n prior to [500. The Ches ter rolls 
provide some fifty-fi\'e names betwee n [500 and c. I 750 and Le ices ter 
twe nty between 1465 and [633. 

Nevertheless, freemen 's rolls are imperfect reco rds which must explain 
the apparent late date of Exe ter's first reco rded pewtere r. It is perhaps 
worth noting that one Adam Brasyutere (brasswo rker) was made free of 
the city in 1348 and studies elsewhere have shown that the trades of 
both pewterer and brazier were not infrequently pract ised by the same 
craftsman. GS In terms of date Le ices ter can at present claim the ea rlies t 
provincial pewterer, Joh' Peu tar', who appears in the ta llage roll for 
[318.Gb Lostwithie l (1327) and Barnstaple (1343) have already been men­
tioned as early vVestcountry ce ntres and pewterers we re a t work in 
Launceston and Res(Ormel before 1346.b7 Other ea rly reco rds are for 
Bristol (1343), Yo rk (1348) and King's Lynn (1350)6H It seems very likely 
that craftsmen who remain to be discove red were at work in Exeter at 
a n equally ea rl y period. 

S,!/ore /500 

Angre, " 'illialll 
C hese , -\villialll 
Folyct,John 
Grosse, \,' illialll* 

ApPENDiX- ExETE R P EWTERERS TO c. 1750 

Free ql j. 
Free 1396. 
Free q 59, in Pewterc rs Company sea rch 1+7+­
lv[cIHioncd between 1350 and q oo. 
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Harry,John 
Jo)'ce, William 
Humphrey, John 
Kitww, J ohn 
Luer, John [ 

Luer,John II 
Luer, Thomas' 
Peutrer, J ohn 

Peutrer, Richard 
Smyth,John 

Free q50. 
Free q6" in Pewterers Company search '+74-
Free q86, in St Mary :\[ajor in '522. 
Free '389 e whether J ohn Peutrer q.\'.) . 
Mentioned in deeds of q33 and '++9 . (Staniforth andJ udder)", 
Exeter Property Deeds [[50-£.150 (EMAFU Report, forthcoming) 
citing Dean and Chapter Archives +2+ and +37). 
Free ,++8, shop in Bolehylstrete (Sou th St) in I.po. 
i\[entioned between ' 350 and "loo. 
i\lentioned q07- 8 as lessee of garden in 0:orth St. (Juddery, 
Exebridge I vardens , Accoullts (EMAfU Reports 90.20, 90 .3', 
90 .32 ) . 

Free ' 370, shop at Carfax, High St ' 38 " alive in q05. 
free q25 . 

• The names abO\'e marked with an asterisk were kindly prO\'ided by J. Z. J udde!)' of 
Exeter i\[useums .-\rchaeology fidd Un it. 

15°1-1600 

Cognn, James 
Haukeridge, John 

Jane, Gregory 

Jurden, William 
Lynne, Benjamin 

Lynne,John 
Pewterer, Richard 

Stcphens , John 

Step hens , Richard 

Style, Richard 

16"01 - 1700 

13cnnett, William 
Cole, Thomas 

Oawe, Robert I 

Oall'e, Robert I[ 

Oolbeare, Edmund 

King, Abel I 

King, .-\bd 1I 

Free '577. 
In Pewterers Company search ' 559. Sold a tenement in St 
i\[ary Major in '590. 
Free '536, !i\'cd on the eas t side of South St 'near Trinity 
Church ' '530- 6+. Searcher in 1562. 
Free '586. 
Son of J ohn (q.v.). Lived in South St opposite the ' \\'hite 
Hart' (later No. 38 South St) '58+-98. 
In Holy Trinity in '586. 
Paid rent on a garden in frerenhay in '527. (Sue Recce 5,89 , 
citing Recei\'er 's Accounts ,8- ' 9 Henry 8). 
Frce '526. Savant to J ohn Humphrey (q.\'. ) in '52'2. In SI 
:\[ary Major until 1557-8, 
Free '566. In Pewterers Company search '559, llIclltioned 
'575 · 
Free '562 . Lived in South St ' 56+-8+ in sallle tcnclllellt 
as was subseq uently occup ied by Benjamin Lynne (q.v. ). 
Previously in South Ward. 

Free ,661. 
Free ,521. In Pewtercrs Company searches !!i3G--P . Li\'cd 
opposi te the 'White Hart', South St (su bsequc ntly l\:u. 3+ 
South St), Dead in ,653. 
Free ,553 . Lived in High St near St Lawrence's church 
(subsequently No. 2+5 High St) rrom ,6G5 or bdorc. ~ied 
11')94-
Free ,58" son of RobeI'[ I (q.v. ). Continued his El!her's 
business in High St. Died between '7:32 and 'HO. 
Free ,654- Probably of Ashburton , though listed in Holy 
Trinity poll tax or ,56o. 
Free ,632. Son-in-law or RobeI'[ Pau l (g.\'. ). In Pe"'tcrers 
Company searches of ,6:36 and ,6+1. Probably li\'ed a[ S, 
James' Corner, South SL Died ,GiO. 
Free ,658, son of Abet I (q.\'.). Li\'cd in South S[ opposite St 

Janlcs! Corner. 
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King. J ames 

King. Josep h 
:\Iajor, George 

:\Iorron, Gilbert 
Le"en, SalTluel I 

~ osworth y, J <.lIneS 

Paul, Roben 

Paul, Thomas 

Penwarden , Digory 
Row, £dward 
Skinner, Rouen 

Skinner, Thomas [ 
Skinner, Thomas II 

Toms.John 
\ \'dsh, Thomas 

\I'yan , Philip 

Post 170U 

Band, John 
BCllnisoll , Gcorgl' 
Birehinshaw. \\"nl 

Brya nt , Edward 

Clarke. Sanlud 
CUI11Ining, Richarcl 
E,·ans. Hunlphre~' I 
b'ans, Hunll'hn;y II 

Hawk ins, Philip 
Hodg'c, Salllpsoll 
Lane. \ \'illiam 
Lallg'wurdl Y, La w rellce 

Le"ell, Samud II 
:\fcasdidd, Robnt 
:\lillL-r, Tlw lllas 
:\[o l'l'ell , Gilben 
Stephens, Ed\l'ard 
Strange, Joh n 
Ticken, Samuel 
Turner, John 

free 1673, probab ly nephew to .-\. bel I. Leased premises at S t 
James' Corner frolTl 1678. 
fr ee 1697, son of,-\.bel II. 
Free 1681 , son-in-la\l' of Roben Da\l'c I. \I'"s on east side of 
Bullhill St (South St) in 17Lt, 
free 1675 , 
Free 1669. Probably of Barnstaple but listed It1 St :\[ary 
:\[ajor poll tax of 1660, 
fr ee 1673 .. 'Ipparently the James :'\osewonh,·, pe\\'[ern, 01' 
Helston. 
Free 1603. [n Pe\l·te rers Compal1\' searches of t636-,P. Li"ed 
in South \\'"rd , St :\fary :\[ajor (probabh- near the 'White 
Hart ' in South St). 
Li'TcI in South \\'ard , St :\[ary :\[ajor, probably with Rohen. 
Dead bv 1665. . 
Free 16n, 
Free 1695. 
Son of Thomas I[ (q .,',), \I 'as li"ing in Roben Da\l'C's house 
in 1689. 
free IG:';5, Li'Td sOllle two doors nonh uf ,-Ibel Kint: [I. 
Free I Gn, Relationship to Thomas [ unclear. \\'" s in South 
St. Holy Trinity, in 1700, 
Free 1669. 
Free 1696. In Hoh- Trinity 169 1- 1715, perhaps ou tside South­
gate. 
Free I(,GS. 

Free 17.l9 , 
F,'ee 1719. 
Free 17'2:;. Probably the \\'illialll Birchinsha\l' \I'lw was li"illg 
on tile south sick o f Hig h SI near St S lel'hen's church in the 
17Sos, 
Free '70l. Related by marriage ( 0 Robl'rt DawL'. P(1ssihl~' lhl' 
:\[r Bryanl res ident in S t S id\l·ells. 
Free 17 ~'2. 

Free 1 7~9. 
free 17 10. ~ ( a rri cd Rollert Dawe's (bughter ill ,GB ,. 
:Ippare lltly the SOli 01' Humphrey l. IlIitnit l'Ci Ihe Da\\'c 
business ill lh e '7:3os. Died fiG:) . 
Free 1701. 
Free 17oG, :1 Ti"crloll pewlere r. 
Free 1707. 
Free 171.j .. Emigrated to l\e\\'porl, Rhode Isla lld hel"re 173 1 
alld died there in 1739 aged D. 
Free 1707 . . -1 Barnstaple pe\l·ter"". 
Free 1709. 
Free 1726. 
Free 1705, 
Free 171G, 
Free 1710. 
Free 1710. 
Free 17~ 7. 
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NOTES .-\)1D REFERE)1CES 

DRO = Del'on Record Ollice , Exeter 

It is not possible here to re fer to th e mal1\' indil'idual tax lists which haw bet'n consultl'd, 
or (0 sc t out the SOIllctinl t's rather COI1\"O IUfCd argurnclHs \\"h i('h ha\"e been llse d to estab lish 
lhe locatio ns ol'i ndil 'idual pel\'lC!'er's shops and ch,'cl lings , \ [a 11\' six leenth and sel'ClHee nth 
lax lists arc published in \1. :-'1. Rowe (cd, ). Tudor Exdt!f: 7(n .i na;'III,"I;', 1-189 - 1595 (De,'o n 
and COl'llwall Record Sac" Igil) and \\'. G, Hoskins (cd. ), Exeler ill Ihe 171h C"'III~)': 7(n 
IIml Ralr .·I,,·,·r.l";'lIIrll/J, 16i):! - lfj9!J (Del'0I1 and COl'llwall Record Sac" Ig57) , others halT been 
lnlnscrib ed o nto comp uler databases held by E:CL-\FU, Only one of Ihese lists, Ihe 
(unpublished) 155'1 Heanh Tax which is arranged bl' wards , appears to be compiled in 
sequcntial order 01' dwell ings. The others , broken dO\L"ll by parish, arc comp iled in a \l'ay 
\\"hieh can make geographica l il1terpretatio n , in rh e absence of other cOlnp lc llle l1tary 
ciat3. , difficu lt or illlposs iblt.:. Eightecnth-ccntury aSSCSsn1t~ llts SUlyj\·c frol11 1708 to 1758 
I, DRO EC.-\ Books 159a, 1591;, 1(;0 and IIit ), !Llcdiel'al Exetl'l' propcrty deeds hal'c been 
ca lendareel in p, R, StaniliJrth anelJ Z, jucldcrey, Err/er PIV/It·ri)' Dl'er/." 1150-1.150 (E:CL-\FU, 
lorthcoming) and othel's to c, lIioo arc the subject or a carcl il\dex compileel bl' Sue R ecce 
(:\ole t8. below), :Clam' th ousa nds 01' addilio nal deeds arc indil' iduallL- indexed in the 
ORO, CilY Property R~ntals sUlyiH' in tire ORO from C,t55-f to <'.t760 a;\d Ihe Exebridge 
\\'ardens' c\ cco utHS halT been cale ndared by J Z , Juddery in En'bridge fill/dell,'" .·/cCOIIII/J 

(E:-'L-\ FU Report l\os gO.30, 90<l ' and ~)O'3 ~ ) ' Indispensable to this study has been M , 
:Cl. RO\lT and .-\ , :CI.Jackson (eds), Ereler FrwllrII 1~r;6-19(i7 (Del'on and Corl\\L'all Record 
Sac" '97:;) and extensive use has been Il\ade or the IlIlmltlliolllll Genealogical IlIdex. :Clany 
PC\,"tl'rers were n:pc<ltcdly fin ed for ollcnccs agaillst the c ity byelaws alld arc repeated ly 
named and ollcn loealed by \l'ard in Ihe :Clayor's Court 'Presentments orl\uisancc' (DRO 
r,c.-\ Book lOO (1550- 88) and Book 101 (11;'20- 57)), .-\ll 01' Ihese so urces hal'e been 
CXICIlS i\"e1y cO llsulted. 

I. .-\11 but t\\'o or Ihese tmms \\' ill be lound in The Pe\\'tet'Crs or DCl'on (l\o te 5); 
Torrington is included in the l'el\"lcrers Company scan:h or tU:l? (:\0((' 33); \\ 'illiam 
Curtis, pe\\"{crer 0(' Kingsbridge , insured his goods under Sun Insu rance Policy 5073~7 
(Guildhall ms, 11935, G uildh all Library, Londoll). 

,0 COllerell , H, H. , t918 . BriJlollllld fI eJtcollIIl~l' /',,('/aen (Bristol :Cluscum allcl.-\rt Ga ll ery) , 
3. COllere ll , H, H " Ig'18. and reprints. Old Pelcler. 11..- .I/l1l.:rn IIl1d .Ilarl.:J (Batslord, LOlldon), 
-le, Thomas, S , E., Ig71. The Barnstaple Pell'lerers. R,p. Trall"-, f)rl'fJII , .-iJ .... . -ldl'lIIt Sei" 103, 

pp. 85-tO~. 
5, Homer, R, 10" Ig81. The [ie\\,ll'I'Cl'S 01' Devon , DfL'OIl Hislorillll , No, 38, pp, 3-9, 
5. OOlleh , H , L. , Ig6g, Cornish Pelt'lere rs,]. R~I'1I1 !rHI, uf COOIlCIlII, 6(t ), pp, 55- 80. 
7, Homer, R, r. , and Hall , 0, \\'" Ig85' /'r01'illo'lIl Prwlerm', 11 SIIII[I' u/lhe CraJi ill Ihe fl e,'1 

.I lidllllld,. alld f I ;de;, (Phillimore. Chiches ter), 
S, Homer, R, F., 1993, 171t SIIIIII'J' 17WIIl{H C"II"clioll 0/ Pacla ill Ihe .l/IIJeIlJII 0/. \ i;rlh DeL'oll. 
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I!. :\!omague , L. .-\.. D., 1932-3. Had Exeter a Pilgrim's Shrine? Devon and COrr1wall NoteJ 
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