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Though it has been assumed. that the tendency of the wax-pan 
and base to part company produced the mid-seventeenth-century type 
(fig. 3, :Nos. 4, 6, and 8) with the wax-pan in the middle of the stem, 
it must be noted that there was a form of candlestick with a bell­
shaped base, a discoid wax-pan, and a baluster stem which continued 
in use Tight through the seventeenth century and up to, at least, the 
middle of the eighteenth. Fig. 3, No. I, shmvs an example about 1600, 
and fig. 3, 3, shows one probably dating from the middle of the 
eighteenth century. A series is illustrated in Lys Dy Lysstel, p. 29, 
figs. 86-88. The type existed in the Scandinavian countries, but it was 
not confined to those regions, for I possess a late example acquired 
recently in Rome. 

Some other forms of candlesticks of the seventeenth century may 
be noted here. A late seventeenth-century candlestick (fig. 3, No. 7), 
with an octagonal base, faceted stem cast solid, and a socket with a 
small circular hole in it, is from Belgium. 

Fig. 3, 5, with the wax-pan immediately below the socket, was 
purchased on the quays on the left bank of the Seine at Paris. It 
probably also dates from the last years of the seventeenth century or 
the early years of the eighteenth, and shows the further upward move­
ment of the wax-pan towards the mouth of the socket. Fig. 2, Xo. 10, 
with a pyramidal base, a square flat wax-pan, and a vuse-shaped stem, is 
probably a Church candlestick of late seventeenth-century date, and 
came from Roinfl. Fig. 2, :\0. 11, is English, and of the same period. 
It consists of a notched and slotted brass tube through which a candle­
socket on the end of a key is moved up and down, set on a turned 
domed base of walnut wood. The domed base is a characteristic of the 
feet of wineglasses of the same period, probably the result of Dutch 
influence. 

Fig. Xo. is a. typical late seventeenth-century candlestick of a 
form frequently occurring in silver. The acorn-shaped member of the 
balustet' is fully de,-eloped; the socket, also with the half-round 
moulding at the is characteristic of the period. 

III fig. !) are some yaried seventeenth-century specimens besides 
those already noted. X o. 1, with a square base, is perhaps Spanish, as I 
ha ye a record of fill identical specimen purchased in Spain. Though 
the "quare base with four feet is unusual, the form of the stem with 
the large blllb high up 011 the baluster is typical of the period. A 
comparison may be m:ule with fig. 12, No. 2, and also "'ith 12, )\0. 4, 
undoubtedly of the period. No. 4: is Italian, and has shaped base 
similar to those on the well-known Tuscan brass lamps. No. 5, with the 
triangular base, is po;;sibly also Italian. The shape of the socket closely 
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resembles that of fig. 2, Xos. 10 nnd 1~, of whose date there can be no 
doub~ . 

Before definitely leaving the candlesticks of the seventeenth century, 
attention may he directed to a minor feature which characterises the 
stem of many belonging to tbis perioJ, and may even be regarded as 
typical of it. This feature, which constitutes a section of a baluster 
stem, is in the form of an im-erted acorn in its cup. It may be seen in 
a mid-century specimen (fig. :~, ?{ o. 8), in a candlestick of the time of 
James II. or "\Yilliam and }Iary (fig. 2, Xo. 12) in the Xational Museum 
of Antiquities, and in yarious sih·et· candlesticks of the closing years of 
the century. It is a feature that, along with the solid stem, helps to 
date the pair of unu:mal eandlesticks with triangular base (fig. 9, No. 5), 
for which I haye found no sih-er analogy. 

In studying the stems both of silver and brass candlesticks in the 
first half of the eighteenth century, we shall see that the acorn assumes 
a more and more elongated form, until eventually it becomes the lower 
portion of an inyerted vase shape. 

A. style of brass candlestick which oln-iously originated early in 
the eighteenth century or at the close of the seventeenth with the 
introduction of the hollow stem, was that with a cylindrical stem, and 
a slot in one side up which <;ould he moved a spur or button, to 
adjust the length of the candle exposed. An early example of this 
type, probably of Queen Anne·s reign, is illustrated by fig. 12, Xo. 8, 
while fig. 13, Xos. 12, 13, 14, and 15, show others of a later date. The 
base of "No. 14 suggests for it a date about 1720, while Xo. 13 may be 
some five years later, and Xo. 12 about the middle of the century. 

Reverting to the card-index and silver analogues, Ilnd giving atten­
tion pt'imarily to the bases, we find a new style in these makillg its 
appearance about 17U. This consists of a mOllification of the popular 
octagonal form brought ahout hy cOllnter-ranging the octagonal facets . 
. \ll example, of date about 1714, ill1l5trates it clearly (fig. 17, Xo. 6, also 
fig. 1~, Xo. 10), as does also a snllffel·-holder (fig. 12, No. 7). This style 
lasted hut It short time, aud was succeeded by another yariation which 
also had but a brief vogue. The Iattet· was produced by recessing 
alternate angles of the octagon, or, in other words, by forming a 
square with hollow ang~". This style is exemplified by fig. 12, 
No. 6. The earliest dated example whieh my card-index sho",·s · has 
the date mark for 17~O (fig. 17, No. 8), anu the form seems to have 
been in fashion for about ten years. The hollow angle wus not 
confined to candlesticks, but was ab:o used in silver salvers of the 
same period. A variant of this shows the sides of the square i:ecessed 
and angles convex (fig. 13, Xo. 7, and fig. 17, No. ID, the latter dated 
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Fig. 1:1. CI\ndlesticks of the 18th Century. 
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1733), also fig. 13, No. 1, and another, fig. 17, Xo. 11, dated 1735, also, 
with the angles of the square rounded and slightly recessed, fig. 13, No. 7. 
From these last there is evolved, about 1740, a lobated base (fig. 18, No. 
2, also fig. 13, Nos. 2 and 4). Increased pl'ominence given to the lobes 
four in number to begin with, incr~ased later on to six (fig. 13, No. 8), b; 
grooving the surface and shaping the edge, produced a shell-like lobe 
(fig. 18, No. 3, dated 1751-2, and No. 5, dated 1758)-a feature likewise to 

. ,be found in brass candlesticks. Though the popularity of this style 
evidently commenced to pass away after the middle of the century, it 
did not absolutely disappear, and eventually degenerated into a base 
formed with a continuous scalloped outline, as shown in fig. 13, Nos. g, 11, 
and 12. The candlestick fig. 13, No. 6, belongs to this series apparently. 
It is of foreign manufacture, perhaps Dutch, as a similar specimen 
was recently observed in Dordrecht. It probably dates from about 
1740. 

Under dates from 1683 to 1756 there does not occur in the card-index 
a single illustration of a silver candlestick with a completely square 
base. In 1756 this form makes il) appearance (fig. 18, No. ·4), and thence­
forward for thirty years such is the prevailing type. Out of forty-four 
illustrations of silver examples in the index between the years 1756 
and 1785, thirty-one are of candlesticks with square bases. At first the 
bases are fiat, with a moulded or gadrooned edge (fig. 18, Nos. 4 and 8, 
in silver j fig, 13, No. 3, in brass) j the brass candlesticks with the plain 
square bases (fig. 14, Nos. 1 and 3) belong also probably to a date in 
the middle of the century. When, later, in certain cases; the stem, a 
plain or fluted column, assumed a more de\'eloped architectural character, 
the base was stepped or rose in It dome (fig. 18, No. 6, 1759-60), until, 
finally, we find the architectural analogy complete with a plinth and 
capital (fig. 18, No.6 (1759-60), No. 7 (1760), Xo. !) (1762), and No. 10 (1766». 
Although among the square-based silver candlesticks the architectural 
stem seems to have been preferred, there is also a handsome baluster­
stemmed form which appears as early as 1756 (fig. 18, Xo. 4), and of 
which" I have a record as late as 1770. In the last quarter of the 
century the styles in silver rapidly deteriorate. The simple lines that 
lent dignity and grace to earlier forms are \'itiated by meretricious 
enrichment in the shape of swngs, garlands, rams' heads. gadrool1s, etc., 
and there is a marked tendency towards clumsier shapes. Oval and 
oblong bases make their appearance and pass into the nineteenth 
century, where I do not propose to follow them. 

In candlesticks of brass the main features of the silver models were 
closely followed, though the stems of the former were seldom, if ever, 
enriched with ornament. Certain styles of stem, moreover, had no silver 
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analogues, and appear to have belonged exclusively to the candlesticks 
of common use. Such are fig. 16, Nos. 1,2, and 5, ,vhich show examples 
with round bases and baluster stems. 

"\Vith neither huIl-mal'ks nor picture illustrations to guide us, it IS 
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Fig. H. Cancllesticks of the 18th Century. 

extremely difficult to· date such specimens as those last mentioned with 
accuracy. There is, however, a constructive feature which affords a clue 
and permits a distinction to be drawn at least between those which 
belong to the last twenty or thirty years of the century and those of an 
etll'liel" date. 

Previously I have mentioned that in the closing years of the seven-
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teenth century 11 change was brought about in the process of manu­
facture from the production of u. stem cast solid and aftenvarcls turned 
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Fi:;. 15. Candlesticks of the late 1Sth I\lId Mrly Wth Centuries. 

OIl a lathe, to that of n. hollow stem cast in two halves which were 
subsequently bra;.~ed together. The change which we have now to con­
sider is one fL"Om thnt hi-valve process to an ordinary core-casting, by 
which the stem and nozzle were produced complete in one. Once this 
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step was attained, the saving in labour must have been so considerable 
that any return to the former method was out of the question. I have 
not been able .to ascertain actually the date when this change first 
occurred, but from the existence of specimens of brass candlesticks 
fashioned in both methods, which have analogies in datable examples 
in Sheffield · plate, it is evident that it must haye occurred about the 
year 1780. Such a Sheffield plate form, illustrated by fig. 14, No. 6, is 
dated 1775,1 and is found in brass fashioned by either method, whereas 
the candlestick fig. 14, No. 11,2 also a Sheffield plate form, dated 1778-88, 
I have only observed produced by a core-casting. Allowing for a slight 
precedence to the Sheffield plate over brass,1780 cannot bea date very 
remote from that of the change. But this is not the only brass candle­
stick which is met with fashioned in both ways. Fig. 14, Nos. 2 and -1, 
and fig. 15, Nos. 6 and 9, show the type of candlestick which is the 
most prevalent of the eighteenth-century forms to be· met with at the 
present day, and its introduction is approximately dated in 1774 by the 
silver analogue bearing the hall-mark of that year (fig. 18, No. 12). The 
features of the type consist of a shaft formed with a tall inverted cone 
on a high domed foot and a circular base. Of these, fig. H, Kos. 2, -1, 
and 10, and fig. 15, ·No. 9, have been cast in two halyes as regards the 
stems and nozzles, while fig. 15, No. 6, is a single core-casting for these 
parts, the base in both instances being of separate construction. A close 
scrutiny, however, of various examples of both kinds reveals certain 
distinguishi~g features of design, for whereas the earlier specimens 
show around the edge of the base almost invariably either an incised 
line or a single cavetto moulding, the latter are distinguished by 
multiple mouldings on the base and foot, showing the tendency so 
noticeable towards the end . of the century to over-elaboration. I 
have only met with on!3 oval-based candlestick cast in two halves 
(fig. 15, No. 5), and it is also of this type. 

Another type (fig. 14, Nos. 7, 8, 9, and 10) shows a close affinity to the 
foregoing, but differing in being fashioned with a square base and. a 
pyramidal foot, and a tapering shaft either square or round in section 
generally fluted. As the stem in this. variety is always a single C01'e­
casting, we may assume its dnte to be well towards the close of the 
century. From the numbers to be met with there can be little doubt 
also that this and its analogous type had a ,"ogue which carried it well 
into the nineteenth century. Fig. 16, Nos. 6,7, and 10, show late forms of 
bases: The stem of each of these specimens is formed of a single casting 
and, consequently, they must be dated subsequent to 1780 or thereabout. 

1 Bradbury's A Histo7"l/ of Old Sheffield Plate, p. 402. 
t Ibid., p. 230. 
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Fig. 14, No. 5, cast in one piece, except the base, is a late example 
of a square-based candlestick, of which fig. 14, No~. 1 and 3, illustrate 
the early forms. -

. ! .. ' :- .- - .~ -'--- --- .~ 
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Fig. 16. Candlesticks of the late 18th /\.Dd early 19th Cen turies. 

The pair of candlesticks, fig. 15, Nos. 1 and 4, both cast in the late 
method, seem to be clumsy derivatives of the form shown by fig. 16, 
No. 2, which probably dates from about 1760. The candlestick repre­
sented by fig. 16, No. 9, seems to be a similar derivative. It is a late 
casting and has an oblong base-a feature never found with the earlier 
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1.(1683-84) 2.. (1686) 
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Fig. H. Types of sih'er cnll(lles~icks. ~he cllltes given being those of the ellrliest hall.mnrks 
tound applicnble to ench form . 
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1.(1740) 3.(1751-52) 4.(1756) 

5 . (1758) 6.(1759-60) 7. (1760) 8.(1760) 

£ 
9. (1762.) 10.(1766) 12..(1774) 13.(1780). 

Fig. 18. Types of sil~er candlesticks, the dates given being those of the earliest hall· marks 
found applicable to each form. 
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style of manufacture. It and another with a similar base (fig. 16, No. 11) 
probably belong to the nineteenth century. Fig. 16, No. 3, is likewise a 
late production,and the form of its stem suggests that it, too, is a late . 
derivative of fig. 16,No. 2, through fig. 15, Nos. 1 and 3. Fig. 16, No. 8, 
shows a telescope candlestick of a Sheflield plate form, and as such is · 
datableto about 1810. 

It gives me pleasure to acknowledge my . indebtedness to the 
Director of the Victoria and ..1lbert ~ruseum for permission to repro­
duce a photograph of a seventeenth-century candlestick (fig. 3, No. 4); to 
the Director of the ~Iusee Cluny in Paris for kindly supplying me with a 
photograph of the early socket candlestick (fig. 1; No. ~), ·and for allow­
ing me to reproduce it; to the Librarian and Curator of the Guildhall 
Museum, London, for permitting me to reproduce photographs of two 
early candlesticks (fig. 1, Nos. 1 and 4) in that ~Iuseum; to Dr J Oh11 

Stephenson of the Zoologica.l Department of the Lniversity of 
Edinburgh for valuable references from Persian literature regarding 
the use of wax . candles; and to nIr Rowatt, Keeper of the Techno­
logical Department of the Royal Scottish Museum, for assistance in 
regard to technical details. 
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