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,. THE ANTIQUE COLLECTOR 

T,A VERN PEWTER 
It is bl' 11 11 111 1'11 11 5 SO easy to acqllire pewte1' tQ1)e'l'/L 

PtJls, ' c'('l'n lal e examples, as it was a /e'w years ag·o. 

MlIlI)' //(/ 1'C beelL melted aown fe)1' solder, or se nt 

1l/l rtJad, (/lId I his p'rocess st ill continues. Close asso 

cia l ion of jJ('wler wares 7vith allMent in1ls alld 

hos l( ' lri !'s 7r,ill ellstlre ilwi1' val'ue ,in 3'ean 10 COllie, 

IIlId 70(' 11/.11 V expect a sleadily ,t;rowing interesl: -ill-
I h(' s lllljeet among collectors. 

By HOWARD HERSCHEL COTTERELL 

A FOflllr/CI' Ollr! l'a.rt-PresidCII/ of tbe Society of Pew/er Col/ec/Ol',r 

P
E\\,Tl~R! The ;-ravern! The Stage-coach I 

The Footpad! W"hat pictures the very words 

. conjure uo before the milld! 
1:-1'-;\1' inL;llIate wa ,s th e connection between pewter 

anc1 the tavern is te~~ifl<::c1 to bv the frequent use of 

pl\\'ter vessels for tlt~ir inn-signs by tIle taverners 

thelllselves, e.g. , "Ve rewter Pot," formerly in 

Leadcnhall Street; " Ye Pewter natter," which at 

onc tim e sto()rl ill Gracechnrch Street, and so on. 

To onr forefathers, the taV(lrns on the main turn

pike roads wcre- as a re the .s tations on our rail

\\-',lYS of to-rlay, al1c1 as the aerodromes will be 111 ' 
the future - the stnnpin g places on their journey

lilgS, the lonflIlI:ll'ks hv ,which they indicated 

direction/ f I( J~' : lIif ,': ' and, to many, 'their social 
('Ill IJs, ' 

I"ig. 3 -· pp.wter Ta ve rn pot in sc rib ed" EdwarLl Hill 

"t ye R ed L\on ill y e Poultery 1670,," dlscoverc:l 

und e r the l1o ~, of thp inn . Height 7 ins, 

Fig. 1-Seven
teenth century 
inscribed pew- ' 
ter Tavern PQt, 
8 ins. high, the 
handle mi~sing 

Here the s,tage-caaches were timed to arrive at 

s ta ted il1tervals to water th eir horses , to deliver 

p~reels and mails,. to change their teams, or to pro

vldc an opportUlllty for the refreshment of thcir 

passellgers. \~/ hat unwritten ilislories are stored 

within their walls, what heart-throbs of pleasure 

or of pain! To the father hurrying to the slck-bed 

of a dying child such halts were agonisingly 101l g ; 

to the lover torn away from hi s sweetheart, th e 

h:lUrs and the mil es flew all too quidc1y by; to 11H: 
paill-racked imf alic1, tIle jolting along the \ray \\':1 .' ; 

nllly relieved bysuch interludes . 

/\ nd so ()]Je might continue', but let us earry our 

mind :; to th t; cnd of a tiring journey . TTie coal· h 

II ~lS just clattered over the ('obblec1 pavement of the 

g :tte\l'ay, into the galleried inn-y ard, frollt ;111 

' l,il g!cS of which the staff and gnests app~:ar, led 
by mine Ho:; t, whose eheery smile ' alld r eady 11 :111" 
are rroferrecl to each ill turn to assist tIl e pas

,c;c llgers ill th~ descent fro111 their loftv seats. ~lI c li 

:',;T viccs l'elldered, and all the guests s:lfch' 

;'f; ~:(111 1)1 ~c1 witllin 1he tavern narlour, he \I'(luld c:l11 

for warmillg drinks to the ba'r1l1~n who, from tk·ir 

l1"o],s beh ind him, took dowil his shining ne\dn 

]l()l s rllld filled tliem all with the goodly clleer nr 
,,:liieh all were so much in need . 

OI1C of such pots is show n in Fig. I. It is in

~~ ~Tibcd "Miles Ro~ at ve Coach and Horses in 

yt' Ne\\' Palace, \Vest 11lill ~ter," and by its type 11'(' 

.iilrl ~ e it tl) he of th e seventeenth century. Bereft 

() f il " h :t])(lk a1ld !'a r1ly battererl though it is, it 

1'0\\' form '> (w e of the treas ures in the collection of 

1'.1 1' . Lc'.'.-is G1al1pertoll, C .A., of Glasgow, dOCjll <::lIL 

i il it.~ ,c; i1cill'c (If its Ilscfnllless ill bygone years, 
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Fig . 2- A fine pewter charger, 20 ins. in diameter, an9 bear'ing .ari ' inscribtion round the rim relating 'it to 

JJ The Star" in Holborn, 1671. The maker's mark is probably that of Robert Jones, London 
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Al10ther pi ece, fmlll th e sam e collection and prob- . L 6; lelOIl. The handle-sweep of this piece 55 very 
ab ly () ~ t1~~ Sall le, p~ri~)r1, is ~he il.lle ~Id . cha~-ger / k onvillcing , an~1 thc inscriptioll,. "Eclw~;c1 Biii ~t 
Sho\\, l1l11 I' lg . 2. 1111 s Illteres t11lg pleccls 111Scrtlrbe ye R eel Lyoll In y~. Poultery (SIC) 1670, m a k es It 
aj-ouJ1(1 it s rim , " ,)le TI}()n\Gs Price a U The S tar 111 a ve rv des irable possess ion. Some 7in . in he.ig ht, 
;llOlbn l'n c )l c;tl'C tlIl'nC ,:-; tilk 1671 JJ (s ic ) . ) is this iiltercs tillg pFcce was discove rcd uncler th eflonr 
20il1. il.1 d i ;J Ill e le~- ~I' itll ;(. 3%il1.-. rim, and the~ker's of Its old hOl1le when the place was p\I1led cl ow ll to 
m ark I S No . 5d2,\ I1I Ill \-' ()\d Pewter : Its mak e r oo1ll for a Bank near the M a llslOl1 House. 

y'fftk cl's ;lllc1 )11;)rk s)"1 pr{lhal;ly that of Robert JOlles, A ~oll1 el\ ' h at s il~!la r piece , fOrtllC;ly in the Clw.r-
LOl1d'lll, 1667. L . bOI11Jl c r and the I'leldhouse collectIOns and no\\' III 

Al1(IL hel' fin l' old Tavc rn pot (If the same period th at of Dr. A. J. Vourfg of Manchester, IS 5 11 0\\,11 

is 111 aL illll st r nlcd iJ F ig . 3, IJO W ill th e coll ection ill Fig. 4, but whether it was 'act ually a t nver.ll pot 
of i\lr. ,\IFrcd B./'C: II:< >:; , F.:-;. /\ . , F.R.I.IU \ ' 1 of or I10t it is illlpossihle to say with certaintS' , th oug h 

L-/ --;; . 
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ill :111 pr'lh <t hiliL\· il \\ · a~ . \Vithin a garland of 
lea ves i l is ill snihed Oil th e [ront " Richard Cole
lll:tn, ill Ilrccd, IOS7. " Il is 6~il1. in height and . 
11 ;IS JlO 111 : 1 k(' r' ~ 111ark . 

O[ til l' secolld ql1:1rt cr () [ th e eightcellth century 
is th e nl ;I~ ; .'~ i ve g allo ll !lagoll pictl.lrcd in Fig. 5 :, 
[()rIlln l\· ill tll!' ("ollcdi llll fI[ th e lale Mr. Charles 
(; . J. J'"rl ()[ \\ 'ortiJill g. It is 131in. ill height, 
allci j ~ L" II Ur:lve r! " Man· F(hl · ard ~ , l)cplford Back 
Lane ." /: 11 a llll l)s l id c l;ti(":11 pi eee is in the posses
s ion ()[ l\'lr. 11:llllptoll of Clll1lilTe anci Co., Hallway 
;~ lrecl, l ,flllrioll. TiJi s i:Jtlcr is engraved on the 
"id e \I·illl tlJl.' de vicc o[ a g lobe 011 a high pedestal 
and Oil the [milt, ill :1 jlOilll.t'cI .<; hic1d below the cen
lral 111Cl1drlil1f~ is "J . Casll, Clohe, Globe Street, 
\\ ·a JiJlill.U: ." Call110t flll e illla ~~ ill e th e thril1 of warm 
(fond c1 11'c r \\· hi ch I\"oltld li ll th e 11linds of the half-
~ . , 
froze ll passc l1g'C'rs on a s tage-coaeh 011 a "v111ter s 

. J / ni g hl, :ll th e vcry s ig ht of such a fJagoll-:-.fil1ed 
W~~ \\"ith 11111II ~·d ale-~ passed a n~ul1Cl among them? 

Olher pi eces w h l(' h C0111 e to nl1nd are, a late 17th 
eentur v recdccl-ec1gccl plate , a round the back of the 
Irell of whi ch wa s Cllt '" H.()hcrt Smith att "\iVhi 
Doe in HOllllSc1itch" ( ~ il') and which 
mak er' s 111ark of EcllI' ;l1'c\ Matth ew~ of r ; and 
a plain rinlllI eci plate by EdlVard. Tom London, 
d770, upon the l1Dpen. s id e of th e rim f which was 
th e eng ravin g "1\ .. Cooper, Pleece and Sun, 
Threadll C'edl e Street." 

Also from the Yeates coll ection is the pundi bowl, 
",ith its accolIlpanying lad le , illushatecl in Fig. Q, 
The bowl is inscribed, within an octangular frame, 
" The London Punch "{-{ouse ," anel the ladle ·bears 
the illitials "J.A." Mr. Yeates has yscertained 
that fr011l c.17:11 to c . 1755, this housej,-which was 
011 the north s ide of LtI(lgate Hill, ~lext to the 

C1rrch/ ': ~u~ the P1OPli,tO"hi~ of Ja~" 
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Fig. 5-A massi,ve gallon flagon, 13~ ins. I~ ..JArhtj 
engraved "Mary Edwards, Deptford Back LVahe" 

\- -- -

A stley durilIg this period, so the initials may well 
be his . . 

My cOllc\udillg picture, Fig. 7, shows a group of 
late 18th and early 19th century tavern pots which, 
""ith interesting inscriptions and devices, it was no 
difllcult matter to ' pick up for a shilling or two, 
afiece until within the last few years. But that. 
if all changing and to acquire them now with 110 

inscription at all . is by no means the easy matter 
it was; nor can this be wondered ' at when one 
realises that literally thousands of them have, 
within the last. decade, crossed the Atlantic, and 
many more thousands have heen-and even now 
still' a re heillg-melted down for solder. , 

It is well to pause and think on such a POlllt, 
and r do llot hesitate to prophecy that any beginner 
who cares to make. a collection now of sHcll 
examples, will, within the next twenty-five years, 
find that he has made a very sound investment. 
They are bolt-lid to appreci<\te very considerably, 
not ;lJlly ill value, but, where they bear noteworthy 
inseriptiolls, in interest too . 

. ~ --.. -- - .. "_'\ 
Fig. 4- A pewter' pot, 5~ ins. in hUkht, and I,~scr)bed \ 

"Richard Coleman, In Breed, 1687 ' . 
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Fig. 6 - A punch bowl Inscribed "The London I 
Hou se ," togeth er with its lad le, inscribed 11 J.A!' I 

Fig. 7 - A group of late 18th and early 19th cel:\tury 
tavern pot$ 
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