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An Ovcrstockcd Markct

Started Collcctmg To- day

By HOWARD H. COTTERELL

F.R.Hist. Soc 5 Et3

=% I' proof ,were néeded of the

] oft-repeated . statement:
that old pewter may still
be purchased at reason-
able prices, it was surely -0
forthcoming at a recent
auction at a West End saleroom,
when quite good collector’s pieces
were knocked down ab absurdly low
figures.. Indeed, it is not too much
to say that not for many years have
pewter prices touched so low a level.
NOW is the beginner’s opportunity.
But It Will Not Last !

The cause is to be found in the fact
that, during the last twelve months,
four or five very large, and some very
important collections have been dis-
persed at auction through death and'
ofther causes, with the result that

dealers. have heavy stocks, to which .
, such a course, preferrmg #n attempt . were fashioned in the mietal; an

many of them seem reluctant to add,
and so the beginner has a quite unfore-
seen opportunity, but, as I have said,
this will not last.

American Demand

Prices.may have had a check for the
reason stated, but collectors will gradu-
ally absorb the dealers’ stocks, and
then competltlon will become as keen
as ever again. .

So I would say to those who have
feared to begin . . . ‘“‘Bubt in’’ now,
whilst the going’s good! The field is
more or less clear for you abt the
moment, and the chance of the present
century is at hand! Moreover,' you

2. 19th century pieces to look fyr—Glasg ow and Edmburgh mcaswres

will acquire a gilt- edged security.
The supply is nob unlimited ;
loads of it are going out frequently to
America; the number of collectors is
contmually being added to, and prices
musb soar again in the not far-distant
future.

“the aucblon room

* had your cut at'him, but, believe me,

crate-

]f I !

Nor is it only in' i

,thab reasonable
prices are to be
obtained, for there:
are several dealers
who are content
to do business, at*’
a fair margin of
‘profit ' over sale-
room prices; and I |
doubt if, to the be- .
ginner, hhls is not
the more satisfac-
bory way of mak-

1 The author s collectwn twenty years ago

ing his purchases . '

Their advice will be at his drsposal Well it 1t may be permlbted I show
and they will keep him ‘on the rails’’ + in Fig. .1 a pictlre 6f my own’collec:
if he will but admit hig own. lack of ' tion as it was some bwenty yedrs ago,
knowledge. But somehow the average for' the reason that it gives some idea
beginner seems to find 'difficulty in  of the wide variety of vesgels': wh11)ch

at ** swanlking through’ on his own! ' cause ;most of them .can’, be ‘quite

To any dealer who knows h1s job, : readlly acquired to- day ab L compa ad
that veneer will 'soon become trans- tively small outlay. L
parent;, and ‘who, shall blame him if ' In: this' picture- We see, suspended‘
he plants upon 'such a client some of . ‘from the canopy of the dresser; from;
his ~ ““less-reliable’’ pieces? ' You’ Ve leff to right and id the. order given, an
*English porringer; c. 1690, a.17th cen-
ury French jwine- taster, o French,:
porringer, . dated 1732 a,nd a Dubch
pornnger ¢.1780. :

his cut will leave the gleater scar! !
One cannot,. of course, give" the
names of thosé dealers who, from one’s Tt this 16£6: p per. receés i (y‘val
k 1 11 ;

g EpRniatie, LHi6 Misgt o vl g tobaoco box, ¢.1800; and in the ‘right

helpful, but I will gladly do all I can
“\recess & -plain- drum tanksdrd of the
fﬁo};egeany begmner Frhosoares o ask late XVIIIth century Below. thes
So much by way 0£ 1ntroduct10n. 181%589'“ P Norma,ndy c1der Iﬂagmls,
© Gy bt A3 by
" On the upper shelf are three char
,gers; . the centre one, late XVIIth cen:
tury and tlie side ones early XVIIIth, ;
. with, ‘in fromt, centre, a five-lobed, :
i wyavy-edged’ plate, ¢,1750, flanked by
" two’ XVIIth ' century. examples,-
~ . front of which appear- various baluster'-
h measutes with a benitier in the centre.:
'On the centre shelf are seen various:
, XVILIth century plates, ' with" small
measures,” 8 teapob; cruets, e}bcx, in
 front -and suspended from ‘above it.

Chalzce at a Chutch '
Another” row, .of ' XVIIIth .cenbu e
" plates backs. the bottom shelf with a
" hot-water plate in the centre and; all’
' ymanner of gmall pieces hanging irom A
“Ithe shelf above and standing in front
" On the body of the dresser, the sever
s taller pieces are; left to tlght a Fletd:
ish-flagon, ¢, 1740 one of the best of its
- ‘type 1 have ever seen; a wine bottle ;.
The Pdl{m‘ has asked me to * P“'f’ th,e an Alpine oil lamp ; &. I‘lermsh chalice ;
case’” for pewber from a ‘beginner’s gnother oil lamp; a Nmmandy cider’
point of view (in the correct formation flagon of bulbous and vety pleasmg
of which some knowledge of present ‘form, and a Scots pint size ta,pplt hen,;
day oppottunities is &_sine qua hor); " g]] " XVIIIbh cenbury, pieces. . ‘The/
and to describe & small bub representa- centre ‘chalicé is now regt,ored 17031{;
tive oollectlon , (Gontznued on, page 16.) " )




e

i i

‘Th most wonderful llst of stamp |

hakgains nikli-hed sent post free oh
ctor Jor dealer, can
e ithout it. e

ssues, ‘Capes, :
" hlians,; . Canadians;

e-third to one-tenth

Collectlons. ots,

“~he’lowest prices in

eS| trade.‘. B

fock '
to Callers

ONLY GOOD COPIES

|lhngly sent anywhere'\

against cash or refer- [\

erseas _enquiries receive
prompt attentlon ! {

' /OF ,'LOTS | AND.

HE WORLD sy

Standlng aroun nd g etween "these
tatller pieces are snuffs, spoons, salts, sHo
buckles, ‘a 'box inkstand and ‘other 1tems. ; it

This picture.shows how I bought: my A 001130501‘ said to)me a_day
experience!. ‘There are pieges there which | 280 . “When I'm in doubt and going |
would be a credit to any c6llection, othets - 2gainst my instinct, there’s a sort of little:
which would, disgrace any, ,and the Te- bell rings inside me, and my greatest mlS’ ’
mamder-—-good educatlve -b - takes ‘have been made ‘wh -h
pleces. R I ; ey 1 G

" TI..can  but Jsa To Tohe :beg r——Go ¥\ Learn to listen for hat ¢
ahead and bnng together some sumlar I then ,pay heed to 'it,’ ﬂnfi
assembly. ' Many  of the items can still i taste | ﬂt"lﬂl YOU 11
be bought’ for less than a pound apiece, : ;
and a good’ propor 1on for a few shlllmgs ) o sets of 8
each ) Tk measures of the KV-I«IIth century

You'll ‘get”a fine" effect , for no. on w111 these ' may be' cons1dered an exception’to:
gamsay the fact that this is a pleasm the rule, excludmg ‘pleces of that jcen-
-picture, just as pleasing‘to the uneducated tury’s work." These pear-shaped measures
eye as though each piece were valued at = are nothing like so sommon, 4 they used
fifty pounds! yFrom such a collection you .to be,:and th d investment,

- will ilearn to :discriminate .between ‘th

sheep and the’ goats and to build up your i
own ex erience. 3 :

, p s The upper row shows the Glasgow type~ :
with domed lids, and the lower one the-
= iEdinburgh, with concave-sided lids,  This-

Broadly speakmg, there is 11tt1e 1a 1 latter is one of the earliest types of lids-
t an ' ‘the' end ‘of the XVITIth . century .found on pewter measures and -onthe

which, ‘apart ‘from local  or histqric”in- i 1 ish
terest "should ever claim your sérious at-
tentlon AT B

I 1s;.f0und on medla,eval,_ Hanseatic—
and other flagons, :geveral ‘examples of

"boe*'

‘Do ‘not ‘be - hfrala of ma.kmg .an.occa- ‘Other than -a few sepulchrall‘chalmes,
sional mistake—we’ve ‘all ‘done’ it; but,. \have nothing in thig country.
having done it, learn’ from the ¢ experle\x(lce from. Such early times




