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A table of the Assays of Metal 1772 

Masse, in The Pewter Collector, published in 1921, mentions a little book 
published by the Pewterers' Company in 1772 concerned with the standards for 
various wares then made by members of the trade. A copy of this publication, 
which has for long been lost, has recently been found in Guildhall Library, 
London, and is here reproduced in facsimile by kind permission of Guildhall 
Library and with the agreement of the Pewterers' Company. 

It contains a wealth of information on the wares made in the latter part of the 
eighteenth century and will repay careful study by collectors and others interested 
interested in the products of the London pewterers at that time. As well as 
stipulating the alloys to be used for every conceivable item it lists many objects 
of which we now appear to have no recognised surviving examples . Perhaps its 
publication will lead to the discovery and preservation of some of these. 
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Company of PEWTERERS, } AT a General Court of the 
L 0 N DON. M A S T ER, \V A R DEN S. 

Ass 1ST ANT s, and L IV E R Y of 
the faid Company, held at Pe'lvterl'rJ
Hall, in Lime-flreet, the 2zd Day of 
January, 1772• 

The Report of the Committee appointed for regulating the Aifay 
and Weight of the feveral Wares, Vei1Cls, and Uteniils of Pewter, 
made and fold by Members of this Company, was taken iDto Con
fideration by the Court, and after maturely weighing and confider·· 
jng the feveral Matters and Things in the {aid Report mentioned ; 

I and in order to prevent His Majefiy's SubjeCts from being impofed 
upon in the Goodne[s, Size and Weight of Pewter Wares; and for 

I the Credit of the Pewterers Trade, 

It is therefore her:by ordained, direCted, and appointed, that the 
feveral Sorts and SIzes of Pewter Ware3, Veifds and Utenfi.ls, 
hereafter mentioned, (hall not be of inferior Metal, or of lefs 
Weight or Subfiance than are limitted and expreifed in the fol
lowing Table (that is to fay) 

. D ISH E S. 
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D I S H E S. 
In. over. lb. 

(28 r20 "' 
26 c 16 

~ 

24 ...c: 1'2 ..... 
22 ~ 10 

2C~ 
Q) - 7 ..... 

19{- 0 6 Being co each 18 .cl 5 
IC- b[) 

4 'v 
'5 ~ 3,. 
13-1 ----- 2T t'<S 

12 ~ 2 

I I l~J 

TRENCHER P LA T E S. 

In. over, lb. 
Large lb. broad Brim-1 r9{-1 rl5 1 
Large lb. narrow Brim 9~ c:: 14 
~malllb. • t'<S 

~ - 9· ...c: 12 ..... 
Large i- - - - - 9 3 

~ J1 
Q) Small T - - - - 8+' - IQ 

Nine Pound Plates 
Being -< ~.~ ~ 9 per Dozen. Eight Pound ditto- }- 'v H ~ Seven Pound ditto _ 7: ..... 7 Large Spanifh Plate 0 

double Fillet " - 9';- co 13~· 
Ditto 

9~ - 13 fingle ditto - - - - - ...... 
t'<S 

Small ditto - - 9 ~ 13 double ditto 
Ditto -J 19 L I 2.;-J fin gIe ditto 

GUINEA 
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G U I N E A B A SON S. 

In. over. lb. 

fl8 1 f7 ~ : i~- . 1 [ 
.Being { I I + I ihall weigh not lefs than ~ 2~ .. each 

l lO~1 12 J 9~- I ~ 
H J Lt 

PIE C E B A SON S. 

I". over. lb. 
13-·~1 r4"' Illl 13,/ 

Being · 11 I {hall weigh not lees than < 2-,;- reaCh 
IO{I l2 
9~ ,+ 

l ~ J I J 

WAS H H AND B A SON S. 

In. over. lb. oz. 
Large -S JO{- .. 5" 'l 4 ( 
Middle -2 9; S fhall weigh not !efs than 2' 12 S each 
Small - 8'4- I 6 

B REA KF A S T B A SON S. . 

lb. oz. 
~art - - - ~ 5" J 6? 
Pint - - __ . ihall weigh not lefs than )00 195 ( each 
Half Pint - ( ) 

SPANISH 
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SPA N ISH B A SON S. 
Plain. Scollop'd. 

In. long. In. wide. lb. 'z. lb. DZ. 

Bein {!~{}b {!1 }{ball weigh not{1 1 
- g IS Y tI ~ lefs than ! 8 

13i 10{- 2 2 

j ~}eaCh 
2 5 
2 0 

BAR B E R S B A SON S. 

In. lb. oz. 
lOt, [hall weigh not lefs than I 8 

COL AND E R B A SON S. 

In. over. lb. oz. 

Being~ 13 ~ {ball weigh not lefs than 4 0 each 
rJ4i-l {56} 
L12 j . 3 0 

PINT NEW ENGLANDBASON. 

lb. oz. 
Shall weigh not lefs than 7 8 per Dozen. 

TEA POT S. 

~rt---- .. -
Pint and Half - - - -
Pint - - - - - - -
Three ~rters of a Pint -
Half Pint - - - - -

lb. oz. 
I 8 

h I 2 
{ball weig not l 0 each 

lefs than 
o I .... 

o 12 

COFFEE 
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C 0 F FEE POT S. 

lb. oz. 
Three Pints - -} {2 
~art - - - .. thaIl w~igh not I 

121 
I g read1 

4-J 
Pmt and Half - - le is than 1 

Pint - - - - [ 

COL AND E R S. 
/Jz. o'ver. lb. oz. 

Large -1 r I 3 1 . r 5 
Middle - ~ being ~ 12 Hhall weigh not lefs than~ 4 
Small -J L 1 o~. J L 2 

41 
o each 

S TAN D ISH E S. 

Large Cheil: - - _ _ 
Middle ditto - _ 
Small ditto 
Large vVater - ... - _ 
Middle ditto plain 
Small ditto ditto ... 
Large Dutch - ... 
Middle ditto _ ... b.O 

~ 
S111all ditto - _ _ _ ·c 

~ Large Qv:!l with Drawer ] 
Ditto without - - - _ ,.?; 
Small Oval with Drawer 
Ditto without - -
Large Loggerheads _ 
1Vliddle ditto - ... _ _ 
Small ditto- - - _ _ 
Large round Pewter _ _ 
Small ditto - - _ _ 

In. by [11. 

8{:- by 5~ 
7;' by 4{ 
6~ by 4·~-
8~ by 6 

c: 
et! .s 

7{· by 3{ .~ 
6~- by 2.~ ': 

5+ by 2+ g 
11 by 6{ r-< 

JI by 6{ ~ 
9~ by 5~ ~ 
9~ by 5--'- ~ 
3~ by 4{ tS 
2·!· by 37 

1 .. 

2 by 3~ 
2 by 3 
Ji- by 2-} 
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'4J 

ib. oz. 

r~ T 
I 12 

6 en 
2 8 ~ 

~ 

22(3 
I 14 --5 

-1- 6 .-
~ 3 8 

3 4 ~ 
2 4 u 

I J3 
{ 0 

o 10 

o ~ 

:l 7 
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WATER PLATES. 

Ill. 07)(1. lb. oz. 
L arge - J being { 9~ I !hall weigh not I 3 ,. °21 each 
Small - 9 lefs than 1 2 

W ATE R D ISH E S. 

In, o'ver. lb. oz. 

~~~1 JIg ! 
Being J 3-~ {ball weigh not lefs than, 6 12 each 

12· J l 5 4 
I~ 4 4 

S A U C E R S. 
lit ()7)er. lb. 

BeingHt 1 i11all weigh not lers thaJHper Dozen 

l!{J ljj 
S P 0 0 N S. 

In. lb. oz. 
LargeSoup -lLength of r 15 l SIll . h r6 
M 'ddl d" • S I I la welO" J 

1 e Itto - tne poonLI4 >- t 1 {", th:::> ~ 5 
S 11 d' b ' I no elS an L 

ma ltto -J emg 1 2~-J 4 

~1per 
8J Dozen. 

Spoons 
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In. 
rTwenty· fours I t..-. bJ) r8-i I 0 

T ..c..o 8 ~ ... Cl 

lb. 
r241 
, 22 , 

20 I 
Twenty-twos I 0'5 18} , ~ 

wen tys ..... . b.O cd 
bJ) Cl .- ..c 

Spoons called1 ~ighteens ~ g l' 7{ ~:; I 8 ~ per Grofs. 
SI xteens ..J 0... 7 1- _ 11.) II.)'J) 8 __ 

. Fourteens ..c 11.) 7 -~ .,g 
L Childrens Spoons ~ -S 6} J 'J) 

16\ 
14 
lOJ 

In. lb. oz. 

Large Tea Spoons 1 Lenath 5" 5 l!hall weigh S 5 0 1 per Gro[~ 
Small ditto - - b l4-~ ~ not le[s than 1 3 I 2 S 

SOU P LAD L E S. 

in. lb. oz. 
Hollow Handle t L 1 5" 17-~ "( (hall weigh S 9 0 per Dozen 
Crooked Handle) engt 1 2. 13{" 5 not le[s than ~ 0 10 each 

TAN K A R D S. 

Hard Metal. Ordinary. 
lb. oz. lb. oz. 

i~~~t~~~ ~~~n~he~er~l g fi ~ ~ ~;1 
Q:art ditto - - - - ~ ~ . 2 4- 2 2 

~"llt (Wine) "- - - }>.'u";j ~ I 12 I I:) }each 

Pint \Vinchefter · - - -J ~ ~ II 4- 1 3J 
Small Pint - ] - - 2 

Half Pint \Vinchefter - en 0 J 4- 0 12 

13 WIN-
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WINCHESTER 1\1E A SURE POTS andMUGS. 

lb. DZ. 

Gallon - - -1 6 0 
Three ~art- - 4- 4 
Five Pint- - - 3 4 
Two ~art - - Sha 11 'Neigh not lefs than 3 0 each Three Pint 2 4 
~art - - - I 12 
Pint - - I 
Half Pint - -j 0 10 

Barbers Pots .. .. - - - - - I 8 each 

S TOO L PAN S. 

in. broad In. 
of 'bp. deep. lb. oz. . f '3-} 1 r 9'" 1 fhall weigh not r6 01 

Being J 1~ rand i 7~ r lets than i 3 IS ~ each 
I I J L 6{J L 2 12J 

C H A I R PAN S. 

JII. bro.1d In. 
lit Top. aeep. Ib, oz. 

Et.in 5 I'Z "( and S S{ 1 {hall weigh not S 4 °4 l each 
g2J~{-~ 16~S lefs than 13 5 

D ISH S TAN D S. 
lb. oz. 

T\ve1ve Inches high} {3 01 . 
Seven Inches ditto, 2 ) 0 

I~· I h d' t {hall weIgh not lefs than reach 
'Ive nc es It 0 2 2 I 

Three Inches ditto 0 15J 

HOOP 
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H 0 0 P S TAN D S. 

In. ()ver. Jb. oz. 
Large -1 b . h r I 2 1 IL 11 . h r I 101 
Middle- >- el.ng at t e J I 02.. ~ U1a welg not {I 6 each 
S 11 I wldefi End J 4- I le[s than ~ J 

ma -J L 9~J II 0 

Depth 2 Inches each. 

P 0 R R I N G E R S. 

Wine Pints. lb. oz. rarge 

-

J • fJ 0 .. 
c:! Bellied lVliddle - i- of a Pint Cl! 7 · 0 

Porringers Small - .!. of ditto --5 6 0 
b.O '" . . 11 Smalleil: f of dItto 5 0 Q ...... 

Great Pints with caft 'a .u 
.~ 0 

Ears - • - - ..... J ~ c:! 10 0 per Dozen 
Small Pint ditto - -J 8l i ~ 8 8 

[Large -
'0 

10 8' is 

iJ 

Can Ears Middle- ...... 8 -flat Small- Cl! 
7 ~ l Blood Porringers - - - 2 

P 0 R R I N G E R S with two Handles and · Covers. 

lb. ()z 

C .. {~~~e~f~~}£hall weigh not{r ~ :~} h 
ontammg ~art _ _ lefs than J 10 eac 

Pint- - - ( 4 

B 2 FUNNELS. 
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Two ~arts
~art 
Pint - _ _ 
Half Pint- _ 
~arter Pint -

[ 12 ] 

FUN N E L S. 

lb. oz. 

f2 21 . I 4-
!hall weigh not Id. than 1 ~ J!J each 

C H A l'v1 B E R POT S. 

\Vine Quarts. lb. cz. 
Grapd two Handle fine Metal} ~{f O} {9 0} 

'Ditto Lcy - - - - - - :§ '0 illall weigh 9 88 each 
Round Brim and upright fine ~ 6 not lefs than 6 
Ditto Ley - - - - - - 8 6J 6 f 2j 

Round Brim C H A IvIB ER · POT S. 

Wine Meafure. Ib , oz. 
Large fine Metall fTWO Quarts 1 r 2 121 

0.0 and half a Pint 
Ditto Ley dit~o -I·a !litto !hall wei"h /2 J'. 
MIddle fine dItto ~.@ 1 fwo ~arts ~ 1 r. hb ~ 2 8 ~each . . ( ~. J not e.l.s t an . . DItto Ley dItto - § Ditto 2 8 
Small fine ditto -J U Three Pints l2 oJ 
Ditto Lcy ditto - LDitto 2 0 

Upright 

95 



[ 13 ] 

Upright Ley CHAMBER POTS. 

lb. o.z. 
Grand-l ~ rFive Pints and a Half 1 {3 81 
Great - I':§ Five Pints {hall weigh not 3 0 ~lid, lleJ ~ lTWO C!.!'?lt' ~ !ef, thall 2 8 leach 
t:imall - 8 ThreePints and a Bald 2 0 j 

S T ILL H E ADS. 

In. o'uer. lb. 

f(41 JI8 13 16 

B ' J 12 I.111all weigh 12 em 0', I' 
b i I IJ' not lefs than l' I I 
l IO 10 

9 9 

W J N E IVI E A SUR E S of Lev. 

ib. 

Gallon - -l 7 
Pottle - 4 
~art - - - 11 all . h 2 
P · , 1 welg 

I11t - - - r I 

~artern - - J 6 
Half ~artern 14 

J 

oz. 
8") 

01 
12JcaCh 
]2 

J4 

~Jper Doz. 

N, B. In Cafe any lVIember of the Company of PEWTERERS, 

London, . thall ufe any Mould or Pattcrn for the making of Pewter 
\Vares, not of the afore-mentioned Affizes, y<.:t [uch Member 111<111 
b.: obliged to make all fuch Pewter VI/ares in Proportion to the 
AHizes mentiollcd in the foregoing TAn LE, both as to Weight. 
:1nd Dimcnfions. 
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The S TAN D A R D Ass A Y 5, as u[ed by the Company of 
PEW T ERE R S, L~fldo1lJ are as follow. 

Grains. Graim • . 
Affity of fine Tin - - - - - - - - - _ .. - J 82 
Ditto of fine or Plate Metal I ~ heavier than Tin, or - J 8 3~ 
Ditto of Trifling Metal. - 3~ ditto. • - .. or - 185':
Ditto of Ley Metal - - 16~ ditto - - - - or - 198~ 

The following Wares (hall be made of Fine or Plate Metal, ac
c~rdiIlg to the exaCt Fint:ne[s in the aforefaid Table of A«aysa 
VIZ. 

Apothecaries Meafures 
Bed Pans . 
Balneos 
Balneo Heads 
Brandy Bottles oval 
~ J Child's Boats 
c8 1 Sauce Boats 

rPiece Bafons 

I Guinea dirt/) 
ui Walh-hand ditto 
§ ~ Breakfafi: ditto 
r3' l· Portugal ditto 

SpJniili ditto 
Barbers ditto 
Po1and Candlefiicks 

fA A 11 Square ditto. 
~ Six Square ditto 
~ BritiLh ditto 
~ Flut-ed ditto 
~ Shell ditto 

<J Hand ditto 
VVater ditto 

Candle Moulds 
Cranes 
Cifterns 
Communion Cups 
Ditto Flaggons 
Chamber Pots (hard Metal) 
Cruet Frames and Caftors 
Crofs Stands 
Coufe Calls 

Di{hes of all Sjzes, deep and 
<Il flat Q.J 

~ Water Difhes 
CS Stewing Dilhes 

Baking DHhes 
Difh Covers 
Double Ring Stands 
Ewel.'s 
F ow I Boilers 
Fountains 
Ice Cream Moulw 
Lavers 
Monteffs 
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Mazarines 
Olios 
Oil l\1ea[urcs 

f
Trencher Plates 
\Vater ditto ' 

u; Pafly ditto 
~ ~ Filll ditto 
~ tpye ditto 

Sraic ditto 
Mufick ditto 

rSeparating Pots 

J 
Pill ditto 

i Infufion ditto 
& ) follmigating ditto 

i Tea ditto 
L Cufiec ditto 

Punch Ladles 

[ 15 ] 

Plate Warmers 
Pafiy Pans 
Porringers (hard Metal) 
Spoons 
Salt Scales 
Salt Boxes 
Soap Boxes 
Salvers 
Sauce Pans 
Saucers (hard Metal) 

~ {Chea Standiihes 
~ Water ditto 
t:: Dutch ditto 
~ Oval ditto 
Tureens 
Tankards (hard Metal) 
Urinals 

The following Wares to be made of trifling Metal. 

A lcm bicks 
New England Bafcms 
Guinea Jugs 
ROllll d Candlefl:icks 
Round Pewter Ink Stand!J 
Funnels 
Ounce :rvlea[ures 
Ordinary Porringers 
Ordinary Tankards 
Ordinary Sauceri 
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Signs 
Sucking Bottles 
Dilh Stands 
Hoop Standg 
Stool Pana 
All Winchefier Meafures 
Barbers Pots 
ltound Brandy Bottles 
Pepper Cafl:ors 

The 
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The [ollovving Wares to be made of Ley Metal. 

\Vine rvTeafures 
Still Heads 
Ordinary Chamber Pots 

Syringes 
AllChildrens Pewter Toys 

.. 

January 22, ) 772. 

Printed by Order of the Court of Affifiants of the \Vorihipful 
Company of PEW T E R. E F. S, L 0 N DON. 

HENRY JOSEPH, Mafier. 

ROBERT PATIENCE. 1 W cl 
JOHN HOME, J ar ens. 
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