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Hr 1-lichaelis h"''' roceived a letter from our Honorary 

Vetter, Io'ho sent his greetings to the officers ancl members 
e nclo""d the following contribution to this J01,lr"TlaI, wh~ch 
.l. ble to print. 

"THe MAGIC OF PEM-rER" 

Member, In9' Robert 1-1. 
of the Society and 
."e arc very pleased to bo 

About sixty )'ear" ago 1 acquired my first picCQ of Pe."ter at lHnte!:'thur, 
S..,itzerl.,\nd, a. handsomo. 18th century Salt, covered with lovely shlldQd p"ti,na.. 
often try to recall to my mind the urge' ... hich proClpted !:le to the purchase and the 
feelings ..,hich a ccoC1p"nied the act and the enjoy'C>ent ex:perienced when examining my 
treasure ;).t home. Then 1 found that. in one way or another, I had succumbed to ",lult 
I believe to be a !MOic spell e!!'.anatino from well-fn!lhioned. good Pe>rler. At thAt 
t ioe I had no idea that ... ith this acquisition I h",d co_itted myself to It life-long 
passion (or Pewter. It was It time ... hen fine pieces of Pewter CQuld be had, not 

e"actly (or n "on9, but. still at rcns onnble cost, Soon 1 begn" to visit HUSC·UClS nnd 
~~de acquaintance ~ith Swiss Pewter collectors, becominn aware of their affectionate 
devotion to the mysterious ",eta 1. t bectlme more or less !a.mi 1 i nr "' i th the 
characteristic shnpes or Swiss ... ine flaGons which ... idely differ in form according to 
the region wh"refrom they hail. 1, too, became convinced that in the "hole. world 
there wns no botter, nor more benutiful, Pe'o'ter than that fashioned in Switzerland; 
most 5"'1511 collectorS held the same opinion. Since that timo, however, r have lived 
and collected Po ... ter in various otbut' 'European countrieS and found that most 
collectors ... er .. convinced that thn best ha.d been Cl<'\de only by their 0,"'1'\ ancestors. 

By 1\ curiou$ combination of circumstances I becnmn a t that period acquainted 
with H. H. Cotterell and" lively exchange of corrnspondence ensund ,"~ich. later on, 
led to fruitful co-operation. His .mthusiasOI for old PClo'ter "'as contagious - 1 
hardly evcr met a man "'ho "as so completely under its "pell. Through hi", 1 leArned 
to approach the subject SCientifically IInd critically. lie introduced me into thl! 
realm of British Pe .. ·ter. but I must confess th3t, being used to the mor" ornatn tYl,es 
and styles of Continenhl. especil1lly French and Gennan, Pewter, thc sobriety of 
British Pewter Wa" at first sight l\ little disappointing. Ho ... ever. 1 had not yet 
handled a. British !lpecimen and h"d SOel1 only rather indifferent pic.tures. CottC!rell. 
I be!:icvn, "'li s not On 1)' one of thn bes t interpreters of form ami detail of British 
Pe"'t<>r, but ho took also Itn unpre.iudiccd interest in Continental Pe .... ter. 1'0t being 
a"'are of thn vastness of the subject, ... e undertook a dC !$crlptivC! sCl' ies of articles 
on Continental p.,,,·tcr TY'Pes, "'hich ;lppunn, d in "",ny parts in the American ",a9t1z.in<:', 
"Antique,,". The rcsul t .ing, (riendly co-operation lasted unti 1 his de,lth. 1 t "''''I 
only natural that Cottere·ll should drn", my at1;cntion to t!lQ parti.cular charm of 
Bri tish Pewter, "nd to demonstrate its undoubted supt:lriori ty. Hy first act\I.~l 
encounter with it took place in 1918 nt a deniers' shop in rnnsbruck, Tyrol, wile re 
found a mttgnificent, h"mmcred dish 17" in diameter. Nevel' before had I seen I.II1)'thi09 
similar, and immediately it strUCk me :\ 5 marvellouS that onc could instil so much 
elegance into .sO simple an object. I a ti 11 consider this piece .~s a "primus intar 
parcs". The ha:nrneroarks a.re struck ",i th unfailing regularit)", the flat rim is 
adorned bi" simple reeding, the proportions are perfect nnel the motal hard .>,nd ";noino, 
It bears the touch of Nicholas Kclk, London (Cotterell 27O!t I. Hy s ccond succcss >;as 
at Druns"'ick in 1922, .. 'here I found two hnT;!mered plll.t:es ~'i th reedcd fla t rims, a bout 
10" in dia.",etcr, "",de by Tho=~ PO>O'c ll (Cotterell 3750). AlthouOh the ham,'ncring is 
not so perfect 11.5 in Kelks'5 dish, I am vcry fond of these IlntlSsuming items. By whtlt 
r believe to bo a vcr)" early Cap'lto.n I;Inlt I enriched my sooll group of Dritjsh Pe .... tcr 
at Amstordam. The flat, circul~r top is reodod but the h"ndsome piece is un"""r\(od. 
The ero" ... ino glory of my tiny collection I found at Craz, St)'rja in the shape of " 
lidded tankard by Willialll eddon, London (Cotterell 1503). It is dated 1730, and is 
curiously onoraved (not n",riggled") with t .. ·o symbolic (iOltres, probabl.y meant to 
represent "'oddly and Spiritual Love. It ~s o.f g.ood metal, meticulously finished and 
in excellent condition. It seems r c markltble that all these finds were m.'\de on the 
Continent and that the respective vendorl! ",ere quite 
pro,'cna.nce 0;' nntionality. It. ClVst bl) a.ssumed that 
ir:ports from England "'hich took place centuries ago. 
distingui$hed array ... ithin my collection. 
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During my stay in various 'European countries, Germany, Holland. SwitZerland, 
France, Hungary and Austria, I hnve had occasion to study ""d collect typical picc<>s 
with national !c(l.tures, some vory ornate. others more simple, Ilnd a few very ancient. 
I met collecto!:'s of different nationalitie.s and with different levels of intellcctll.~l 
scope. "'~o. nlthough ti.rmly convinced of the superiority of thnir national product, 
werc not ItVerse to adding a fine $p6cimcn. albeit of exotic origin, to their 
collection. This applies. I believo, also to British collectors. The cost 
exclusive Pcvtnr enthusiasts I found in Switzerland, "tJcn:a.5 ~tch collectors arc 
rather broadmind<>d. Austrian collectors are. as a rule, led by aesthetic principles 
;).nd the search for IU'lcient pieces. ObjectiVe observation and analysis alternate 
"'ith subjective emotion in the Pewter-collector's mind but intuition seems to 

dominate. British Pewter appears to me to be a splendid combination of usefulness 
and subtle elegance. This is easy to recognise but difficult to define. I vould 
say there is a "just-so-ness" about it. As hinted in th" U tie of this attempt to 
enter into the mysteriou8 character or Pevter, there cling9 to Pewter somothing 
strangely friendlYI a subdued charm, and a jovial irresistibility - "the magic of 
Pewter". 

Robert H. Vetter 
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