




.. 

I 

'. 
-, , :. ;. I, 

" \ . ":-..' 

. •. •• . .1 1 ' .: ," i'- \ ;,' "t'. . :' ;'\ "G/ 01. d and sil"er the only , 
':" , metals that glitter. Pewter, ' 
'1"\ . . . polished to reveal its . 

, patina, more' than hold,s its own. . 
. '.' During a visit to England 20 years 

!. 
,. ago, I became intrigued with all of the 

antique pewter I saw in the shops .. I 
imagined how lovely it would look dec-

. orating our 250-year-old house in New 
Jersey. I couldn't know then that one 
day my pewter collection would be 
exhibited in a ':. ';" 

Pewter was developed by the Ro­
mans during the third and fourth ' 
centuries. In Britain, pieces have 
been found dating from that era. . 
. Pewter is an alloy of various pro­

portions of tin, copper, brass, lead, 
and later, bismuth and antimony. 
After the latter two were added, oth-

• ; j' ".' j I ij " . '\ I • . 

'Left: An antique cupboard houses many 
pieces oftM author's pewter collection. 
On tM second sMlf, an English /lagon is 
inscribed inside, "Success to tM . ' 
Colonies. "(SMhas anotMr, post:·· "'. 
revolutionary piece, inscribed "Success 
to tM United States •.. ) TM handled 
pieces (Irish. circa 1800) on tM top sMlf 
are called haystack measures, probably 
80 named because oftMir shape. ' " " ' 

er metals were gradually excluded. 
The molten alloy was poured into 
molds made' of . y,rood, bronze, or 
brass, which were a: c'ostly commodi­
tyofthepewterer'strade. : .. ,0'. ._ 

. In London, ', :around ; 1473,' . 'a 
Pewterer's Quild was formed to reg­
ulatearid.c·o·ntrol British pewter, 
which has ' always been considered 
superior. By 1550, all pewterers were 
required by law to ' strike a 'device 
known as a on every •. 
piece of pewter they made'- Later, . 
they also struck "hallmarks" (simi- . 
lar to 'silvermarks) on plates and ba- . 
sins. This c'ustom, adopted in 
rope arid hiter in America," enabled 
collectOrs to :whe'n,' and. ' 
by . whom, 'the peWter "was made. 
Books . 
touchm'arks, I('especially ' American 
and be found in most ' 
libraries. ' When ' : peWter ... pollectors ' 
dine ' together, r'guests ':sometimes 

. ' •• ", " I , 

A few of the pewter pieces in Joan 
Brown's collection include, on tM top 
shelf, two chargers (tM archaic name for 
meat platters) and a ROw-rare American 
gallon lidded pitcMr. AmangtM hanging 
pieces are American and EngUsh 
porringers and a rare American dipper. 

'" ' , . 
display table for an unusual assortment of , 
old pewter pieces. On tM top sMlf, two " . 
American whale oil lamps (lank a mug, "" 
pitcMr and ladle. Centered below are two 
parts of a brtmze spoon maid and. between , . 
tMm, an!,n/inisMdpewterspoon. TM ,'{'. 
small pieces are snuff boxes, some oftMm . . .\ ' 
shoe-shaped. ' , :. . ; " 

'. ': . ,I 

turn' the plates over to check the 
touchmarks underneath. ','.'.;', ...... '" ,: 

.. Pewter virtually 
til the 11th century, then came into 
its own during the 14th imd 15th 

. centuries. Then, its use was c'onsid-
ered a of the oWner's wealth. 
With "the exception of cookware; ' 
everything from chamber pots to to­
bac'co jars was made of peWter, and 
its popularity :continuedwell into 
the 1800s. '·Even before then,the 
danger of lead poisoning had been ' 
recognized iind craftsmen reduced 
or eliminated the quantity ' of that 
metal. Both George Washington and 
John 'Hancock ordered crest-en­
graved pewter from England. Tank­
ards, or "pots" as they often were 
called at that time, were particularly 
popular for Americans because they 
kept beer satisfyingly chilled. Tav­
ern owners, wary of theft, often in­
cised their names and localities on 
the tankards. .., , : .. ",. 

England prohibited the export of 
tin to the colonies in order to protect 
their own substantial exports of fin­
. ished pieces, keeping the Americans 
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J., i' ~ut ~/the 'pe~t~~ tnlde untill~te 'i~ 
.: '. ,,' ;. the 18th century. As a result, Ameri-
:r ;i'. 'can pewter is scarce and commands " 
. . . . . two or three times the ' price of its 

" 1; English counterpart in the market-
place today. .. .' ., 

! A revolutionary method of pew-
I ter-making began to emerge in the 
I late 1700s. The new metal, a hard 

'It. 

brittle alloy called Britannia Ware, 
could be spun bymachi.nes in sheets. 
Lighter in weight, more affordable, 
and as highly polished as silver 
(which evoked the term Poor Man's 
Silver), it"was an immediate success. 
It is easy ~o 'recognize because the 

. maker always stamped the mime of 
the company and lot number in full 
on the back of the item. Though the 
word "pewter" appears on 20th-cen-

'· tury pieces, the composition is dif­
ferent from that of antique pewter. 

B y the mid-1800s, the popularity 
of pewter began to wane. Brit­

annia Ware, still infavor to some ex­
tent, was gradually replaced by elec­
tro silver plate, introduced in the 
middle of the centurY. Unfortu­
nately, at that time, no one thought 
of keeping pewter for posterity. 
Some pieces were discarded, while 
others languished in cellars and 
barns, exposed to their worst ene- . 

BofhGeorge 
Washington and 
JohnHan.cock .;; : 

, ., ., 

" ordered crest-", ,., . 
I. ' '0, ' , " , " 

engraved pewter :,' ':', 
lromEngland. <: ,::' ;,,'>~: .. 

my-dampness. The metal became 
corroded, 'pitted, and , 'scaly, as 
oXidation turned it black. Not until 

, the 1900s did pewter attract collec­
tors. Then the rescue began. .' 

You can clean damaged, oxidized 
pewter two different ways, but my 
choice always has been a muriatic 
acid dip. It's quick and doesn't dam­
age the patina. . 

This process should be done out­
doors, with rubber gloves, plastic or 
rubber dipping utensils, an old table 
or bench for polishing, and old 
clothes. Make sure yok pieces don't 
have holes or weak places before you 
dip them. Never soak pieces with 
wooden finials or handles unless you 
properly protect them. Su~merge 
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COVERING '~ 

ENTERTAINING & 

INSPIRING VISUAlS 

FROM ClIENTS HOMES 

\,~ 

5th St • . Emporium . 1 . ' 

OLD WORLD SANTA 

Stands '10" tall . . . 

Great for gift giving, 
or t~ keep close to ' 
home. Antique " 
r~d suit, holding ' 
green Christ~a~ 
tree. W ood c~ni­
position hand 
carved, hand '.',:,' 
pai~ted. <,/ ,,;.' 

.~ ; I ; _' ,i' " '/ '/ '" 

$20.00 ppd. ''', 
(IL residents add 
6Y2% sales " t~x) '. 
MCNI or pe~sonal 
checks accepted . 

OLD WORLD SANTAis just one ' 
of the many items found in our 
HOLIDAY CATALOG. Send $2.00 
for catalog (refundable w/purchase) 

5th St. Elliporium 
513 5th St., Crete, IL 60417 

(708) 672·5693 

A;;'eric~';s FinestWalking Shoes:Southern': 
Comfort. Made in America since 1983. 'All 
leather. genuine handsewn and handlasted 

for maximum ·comfort. >':" ,', ',,~.;,:":·i.,' :·i.· .. · .:.,,'.' i:. , 
. ~.: :i' (~::J·: ·:: '·:~i .:, ' ' -

MAIL ORDERS TO: p.a. Box 420308 .' ;' ,' 
'. . .' ,;.,;" , , j : "': '; ": . Del Rio. TX 78842 ' ' .. , 

CHARGE'BY PHONE: 1·800·331·5721 
. ;: 5 days a week : Mon. ~ Fri. " ' . I ... · 

" , " ::,: , ,':"; ' 9 , 4 eST • ~'>,:;. :t .' :.:~' !,' , 

: , , Texas Residents add 7 112 % sales tax 

--------------------------ORDER TODAY - Limited TimeOnly 
Please ship my Southern Comfort shoes 
as listed below: ' ,. 
STYLE " COlOR ' 'SIZE " WIDTH 

Check or money order enclosed for __ 
pairs at$39,95. TOTAL $ _ . ___ _ 
Or Charge It 0 VISA 0 MASTERCHARGE 
AcclN ___________ _ 

Name ~----------~ 
Addre .. 

Clly Slale __ Zip __ _ 
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t .,· :~)::":'. · \:: ·£?i:;.) :':.:~·:~:r.!~.:~'-)~;~~:'." 
le.ale to Home makers 

~:"':~~POTPOURRI ',:~t," 
i· 'ICES ':,:'&';5H'EAS 

. ~()'TPOURRI 'it'EelPEs ii;,.,. 
and CATALOG Freel , 

, SAN FRANCISCO 
,,-:; ' ~!HERB CO .' ,/ ) .. 
"',~/: '" . .', .i;. :: 
,250 14th Street, Oept CAC ~ ,' 
San Francisco, CA 94103 ,": . 

.. ;'i~CA: 800/622-0768 " 
>',', : US: 8001227-4530 "'... .- . . 

I / 

, "- '\.,"l -.' r---------------------------, 
:~~~~n~ ifinish ! 
high 's~h'ool ! 
Ame~ican School has helped adults " -: 

:.finish High School at home since ,: 
" 1897. Diploma Awarded. Write today , , : 

for information. i, ' ( 1 

AMERICAN SCHOOL, Dap!. 150 
850 E. 58th St., Chicago, IL 60637 '. 

' I 
· 1 

1 
, I 
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Please send FREE Brochure. , : 

name age_' _ ' _ . ' : 

. : address "'. : 

. : city state zip .: 

. : ' , Phone Free' 1-800-228-5600 , : : L ______________ __ ___ ~ _ ______ ~ 

Captivating' Caroooe 
Caroline ... crisp and cozy. Wann and 
inviting. And Oh! so affordable. "/ 
With curtains as low as $39.99 who 
can resist the chrum of Caroline? ' 
And best of all, we bring the store to ' 
you with our Caroline catalog. ' ~ ,.1. 
After all, thebest place to shop for 
your home is in your home, isn't it? 
Remember, youlre just a phone call 
away from our professional Personal­
ized service. Call Today! 

, :," 

Call or write for ou~ 

FREE! '. 
catalog. 

~;!~I !~~~~~~p~! 

StoreHounl 
M,F 

~IJo.. lIL.9100p. m.. 

SoL 
900..m.-5:OOp.m. 

within 48 hours. 

I ADDRESS 

I CITY sur. 
I DAY PHONE I ) 

Return 10 Carolll\t Country Ruffleu P.O. 80, 6321 
o.JW, Ne 28034, 0, u111 .&X426.IOJ9 
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I:.~:,~:,~!,~·,~·i,:?{"·'>':· ~, "" ,'. ':,: ;.','>' . ~~ .. 
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" . ' ~.~ THE CABIN COLLECTION c::" c:::,;. 
It. • PO 80x 336 

,,' 

GLITTERS 
\. ' : . I • wap~ ko~ ltl . Ohio .5B9~ , \'~t' ': d :' o Q1:5? . ; Blul a Roal CAPC10t J , • ~ 1---:----:----:--:--- -:-----':--:::;-__ ,16 ,, '-:' :~'. 8lul aAua' Clolh Amlah Doll ,' ,_:,;.." _, _. ,_' _______ ---,-_ -,--_'--_ 

' ! , ~.9, ~:. . Ruat a Or .. n 7- high with • ' r-
Q:() ~I~ Navy &. Ri d I bll ek bonnl t · • h . d & ~ . . , . 
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, --:.: 0:- P' ....... '"; .' '.. ' . your pewter III t e aCI lor a lew mIn- ': ' 
• .': '.', :-- A~~:~'~~~~;' utes, long enough to loosen the black 

CAPC 10t Hll rt Wallhanlllnll , '- Blue &. Rid. h . h tabl 
n -"on' .,n", . nh .,,,. R",,, coating. T en remove It to tee 

Clllco Flbtlea AU I ' a G~. n 

. S211.- ppd. $12.- ppd . 

I!' 1J£IIWl;J 
, : mod" to", wO;",;" . ",k" ::: : . I. doll houses, music boxes, weather instruments, . 

. . crafts & furniture with our plans, parts (hardwood & 
. • metal). kits (for all skill levels). books, tools & sup- . 

plies, Bulk prices, Catalog $1, "(614) 484-4363 ' . 
• Cherry Tree Toys. Box 369·467. Belmon!, OH 43718 

, • WOOO SAWYER ,; ". ,," 
, Precut Kit: $29.95 

and rub gently (pewter scratches 
easily) with the finest steel wool, 
number 0000, soaked in detergent. 
The black coating should fall away. 
Another dip may be necessary, but 
that will depend entirely on the con­
dition of the piece. Next, rinse thor­
oughly in clear water, and prepare a 
generous solution of washing soda 
dissolved in hot water. Soak for half 
al} hour to neutralize the acid on the 
peWter. .. ,', . 

Pewter that is darkened, but ,not 
coated, may be soaked in boiling 
water with a generous amount of 
washing soda for about two hours. 
Usually pewter needs cleaning twice 
a year, which can be accomplished in 
the dishwasher; a good metal polish 
also may be used. . , _ 
( Food can be serVed on clean pew­

ter. My flagon has served wine many 
. times along with chargers (large 
plates) for hors d'oeurves. : Care 
must be ' taken ' that pewter is riot 
used with foods of high acidity, such 
as tomatoes and citrus. :, ·· : f . ' , ' 

Pewter displayed on: a mantel­
piece, dry sink, or shelfis a charming 
home decoration: Larger collections 
are ' normally displayed on a hutch 
type cupboard without glass doors. 
If you . have peWter candlesticks, 
they' lllook their' best With candles ' 
in a light shade of blue .. Some colors 
tend to give pewter a tainished look. 
" Genuine ' antique 'pewter ,collec­
tions are good investments since the 

, value increases with time, and keeps 
pace with inflation. Collectors some~ 
times find valuable pieces in ' flea 
markets and garage sales, but the 
odds against such a find aren't as 
good as they once were. 

You'll find pewter reproductions 
and fakes on the antique market. Re­
productions are not always sold as 
such, but are easy to spot. They do 
resemble antique pewter in design, 
but their color is usually dark, with a 
smooth surface and no wear. Fakes 
are made to deceive, and sometimes 
succeed even with experienced col­
lectors. It is wise for a beginner to 
buy from a trusted antique dealer or 
shop with knowledgeable collector. 
"Caveat emptor" is a phrase to keep 
in mind. 0 
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.. ' " by Joan E. Brown .. . : 
" . Gold and silver aren't the 
metals that glitter. Pewter, 
ished to reveal its lovely 
more than holds its own. 

• ; I' :'. :(' . Puring a visit to England 18 . 

.: ;." 'years ago, I became intrigued 
, " . . i. with alf of the antique peWter 
:. , :':sawin the shops.T imagined . 

, . ~ • ..lovely it would loo' Ik clec<)raltinl~ . ,';! 

~; ,, " ow'~jr~ldhQl\seir .. l·J ~e.\v,i;:.\·1 

~ "'~'. Jersey. . ., . 
. I Pewter was developed by 

· Romans during the 3rd and 4th' 
centuries, In Britain, actual 

. . have been fopnd d.ating from , :,' \ '. 
" that era. . . :. . . . 

' .:' Pewter is an alloy of various .; , 
proportions of tin, copper, brass, . 
lead, and later bismuth and 'anti­
mony, at which time ()ther.met;lls 
were gradually excluded. The " .', . 

'. molten alloy was poUred into ' '.' ,.! . 
molds made of wood, bronze, o~ . 
brass, .which. were costly com- . . 
modities 'ofthe pewterer's trad.e,:;';>!<ll;~ 

" In London, around 
Pewterer's Guild was 
regulate and control British : ' 
pewter, which has always been 

\ 

:t.: .. " 

.. By the mid·l800s, the popularl­
.. . '·ty of pewter began to wane. Bri-

. tannla, stilnn favor to some extent, 
gradually replaced by electro 

introduced about 
Un,fOl·hlln.t .. lv at that time no 

pewtei-for 
weredis­

w~lileottlers languished in 
exposed to their 

. - considered superior. By 1550, all .,' 
pewterers were required by law to ,: .' 
strike a device known as a "touch~ ';.0 ; the top of a .stepdown cupboard ~"".1830) . 

" . ., .. ,-':, ... uncommon Irish haystack measur .. situated in 

in the acid for a few 

11"'0'.,,,,, .on En- ';.:U·)'·lIlinlutes, long enough to loosen 

mark 'on every PIece of pewter .: . .. : a pair of deep chargeto with the in.i:riptlon "Succe •• 

they made. Later, they afso struck · " .' "'Ihe United State •. " Aloo displayed are a •• orted English 

"hallmarks" (similar to silver ' " . . :' . . .'.'. ~ , .rid American plates (18th and 19th century), basin., . 

coating. Then removEdt 

. the table and rub gently 

,~ks) on plates and basins. ' . ':'." ,). : to~ .•. ccob~"'.lwo Ameri<an «l.a •. _ elc. . 

~ j:~ This ct;lstom) adoptecfi,n:Bu- .~ ~~f:"l~ F': :' ; ".' ;,." . ~~~' . : I· .. ~:. . 

. (pewter scratches easily) with the 
. .!;,fine&t sleel wQOi'iI\iI;nber 0000 
'!i~""I!ke<!.;In 'p.etergent.%e black 
~~coatlng"shOuld ' fall aWay. Ariother 
!if'dip'majfbe necessary, but that ·. . 

;:will dopend entirely on the condi­
·'·? tion of the piece.' Next;rinse thor­
':,:~oughly jn dear water, and prepare 

: rop.!'and hiter in America, e~~;;~~i" ;:~' ,~:o~rd~e~:ied:~. ~~j.c[re~~~s~~t~. ~:~~~;~:;t~ 
,collectors to determine wh~n, 

· :by whom, the pewter 'was made. 
Books. illustratmg and explainlng .. 
touchmarks, especially American ':. 
and English, can be fouild in most 
libraries. 

Pewter virtually disappeared 

until the 11 th then 
. , ::' .~ ,into.its own during . 

. a strong solution of washing soda 
dissolved in hot water, Soak for 
half an hour to neutralize the acid 

then . 

, ~',"\t?:~·l5th ·centuries:When . , 

. ·f .!' ·r,r,used it in great houses, It was , PIeceS, keeptng 
',', ing water with a generous 

." .. "sidered a sign of wealth. With·thl! .... Am,ellcans out of the pewter trade 
amount of washing Soda for 

. . exception of cookware, every- .) until the la~e 18th cent~ry: As a re- . 
about two ho",rs. Usually pewter 

· thing from chamber pOts to tobac- ." . suit, AmerIcan pewter IS scan;e 
, needs cleaning twice a year, 

co jars was made of pewter, and ' .:, and c~mma~ds tw~ to three times ;::, 
i:. .:which can be accomplished in the 

its popularity ~ontinued well intf': "' . ~he pnce of Its EnglIsh ':'?t;"t~~ ;: ' ~~hwas~er; .a,good metal polish 

· the 1800s::Even before then, the :;, ,;'\::~tO<lay's marketplace. . - "" '.J " " . ' also may.be;uiled. 

· dangerofJeadpoisonlnghad " '.', : :.; . ArevolutionarymethodOf " ': : .. . gollon, '.5t , Food 'can'MServedonclean 

been'recognized, and craftSP,len " ") pewter making began to emerge' are.1x American end Englloh pruringeto, (""nu, foremost). pewter. My flagon has served 

· reduced or eliminated the qilanti- ... in the late 17005. The new metal, a . j . ' mug, aod a nr_ American dipper. ' . wine many times along with 

'ty of that metal. Bolh George ":, .,' ".:. hard brittle alloy called Brlta~ia ' ;''''.: :in sheets: Lighter in 'welght, more stamped the name of the compa- 't~,';,'charger9 Oarge plates) for hors 

Washington and John Hancock ' . Ware, could be ~E'n by machines . " 'affordable, and as highly polished "~I: "ny and lot number in full on t~~ .': :..: d'oeuvres. Care must be t~ken 

. as silver (which. evoked the term i;tl ,lbacI< ,,£the item: Though the . . ;that.pewteris not used WIth foods 

,;J'oor Man's Silver)1 it,was. an,im-;!.\~rword'!'pe~ern appears on ~~th- . .:', of hi~h acl~l\>" 9~C~ .as tomatoes 

: ;·mediate success:·It is·easy .. to rec-"''-,':'::century pIeces, the composItIon. IS :::, ~d CItrus: . 

:-:!~ogniZebecauSe the'iiruiker'always '"'~;different from antique pewter. ' . ':-', .. . . Pewter dIsplayed on.a mantl.,.. 

:A.:· " , '-':JIIMLo~-,"Ao:.~Aii:f~~':·~jpl~e~dryslnk, or shelfls a . 

. ~ . IJ#\'llhaimlng.hoqtedecoration, Larg­

hterc6U~ons arenor~ally dis· . 
f ii>played"oti ilhutcl\~lY.Pe cupboard 

:~~without :glass door8i'lf you have 
'·':peWter.,cartdlesticks, light shades 
1~r of bititi 'ca.hdies 'seem h; be best. 
,~SOme colon lend:\O 'glv~ pewter a 
:.; ~ tarnlshed look: " ; .. ... ', :.-. . 

I'. 

::~;;~j., GenUine antique pewter col, 
'{~lection!i are' good -inVestments 
\ ~;'since, tJfe ·value increiises with 

'~:time,'andkeeps'pace with infla­
~,v.·ijoruColleCtois :sometiffies find 

~*yaluablt?pieCe; In flea markets 
tifr-imd garage sales, but the odds of 

. I ~,) spotting such a find aren't as 
C good,as they. once were.­

' \;{,~ 'r.;You'lI find pewter repr~uc­
"F,' tions Blld fakes on the.antIque 
t ' ; market,'Reprodudions are not al­

;~t~wayasolda8 .8uch, ~ut are o;asy to 
.~~ spot. They do resemble antIque . 

1,,:.:peWter ip'design, bu.! their color is 
1 :~ l.IsuaIlY dark; with a'smooth sur­

t ,\;tface and :n9wear. Fakes are made 
t ;i';, t~ :decelve; !Uid sometimes suc-
l ;:'ceed With !!xperienced collectors. 

,Lit is wiSe for a beginner to buy · 
.:; .. from a trusied'antiques dealer, or 

" : .. shop with a knowledgeable col­
"i·;lector. ;'Caveat emptor"ls a phrase 
'. to keep .in mind; . 0 


