








~ out of the pewtér trade until late in
* the 18th century. As aresult, Ameri-

can pewter is scarce and commands
two or three times the price of its
English counterpart in the market-
place today.

A revolutionary method of pew-
ter-making began to emerge in the
late 1700s. The new metal, a hard
brittle alloy called Britannia Ware,
could be spun by machinesin sheets.
Lighter in weight, more affordable,
and as highly polished as silver
(which evoked the term Poor Man’s
Silver), it was an immediate success.
It is easy to recognize because the

‘maker always stamped the name of

the company and lot number in full
on the back of the item. Though the
word “pewter” appears on 20th-cen-

- ‘tury pieces, the composition is dif-

ferent from that of antique pewter.

y the mid-1800s, the popularity

of pewter began to wane. Brit-
annia Ware, still in favor to some ex-
tent, was gradually replaced by elec-
tro silver plate, introduced in the
middle. of the century. Unfortu-
nately, at that time, no one thought
of keeplng pewter for posterity.
Some pieces were discarded, while
others languished in cellars and
barns, exposed to their worst ene-

Both George =
‘Washington and
John Hancock
ordered crest-
engraved pewter
from England.

my—dampness. The metal became
corroded, pitted, and . scaly, as

~ oxidation turned it black. Not until

the 1900s did pewter attract collec-
tors. Then the rescue began.

You can clean damaged, oxidized
pewter two different ways, but my
choice always has been a muriatic
acid dip. It’s quick and doesn’t dam-
age the patina.

This process should be done out-
doors, with rubber gloves, plastic or
rubber dipping utensils, an old table
or bench for pohshmg, and old
clothes. Make sure your pieces don’t
have holes or weak places before you
dip them. Never soak pieces with
wooden finials or handles unless you
properly protect them. Submerge
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your pewter in the acid for a few min- |

utes, long enough to loosen the black
coating. Then remove it to the table
and rub gently (pewter scratches
easily) with the finest steel wool,
number 0000, soaked in detergent.
The black coating should fall away.
Another dip may be necessary, but

« | thatwill depend entirely on the con-

dition of the piece. Next, rinse thor-

oughly in clear water, and preparea

generous solution of washing soda
dissolved in hot water. Soak for half
an hour to neutralize the acid on the
pewter.

Pewter that is darkened, but not

coated, may be soaked in boiling

water with a generous amount of
washing soda for about two hours.
Usually pewter needs cleaning twice
ayear, which can be accomplished in
the dishwasher; a good metal pohsh
also may be used.

Food can be served on clean pew-
ter. My flagon has served wine many

.times along with chargers ‘(large

plates) for hors d’oeurves. Care
must be taken that pewter is not

‘used with foods of high ac1d1ty, such

as tomatoes and citrus.

Pewter displayed on a mantel-

piece, dry sink, or shelfis a charming
home decoration. Larger collections
are normally displayed on a hutch
type cupboard without glass doors.
If you have pewter candlesticks,
they’ 1l look their best with candles
ina light shade of blue. Some colors
tend to give pewter a tarnished look.

Genuine antique pewter ‘collec-

tions are good investments since the

-value increases with time, and keeps

pace with inflation. Collectors some-
times find valuable pieces in flea
markets and garage sales, but the
odds against such a find aren’t as
good as they once were.

You’ll find pewter reproductions
and fakes on the antique market. Re-
productions are not always sold as
such, but are easy to spot. They do
resemble antique pewter in design,
but their color is usually dark, with a
smooth surface and no wear. Fakes
are made to deceive, and sometimes
succeed even with experienced col-
lectors. It is wise for a beginner to
buy from a trusted antique dealer or
shop with knowledgeable collector.
“Caveat emptor” is a phrase to keep
inmind. O




. by Joan E. Brown -
' . Gold and silver aren't the onl
metals that glitter. Pewter, pol:
- ished to reveal its lovely patiria,;
‘more than holdsitsown. "’
i During a visit to England 18
ago, I became intrigued
- with all of the antique pewter I
saw in the shops. T imagined hot
lovely it would look decoratin
ur 250-year-old house in:Nex
i Jersey. - sy o ’
‘! Pewter was developed by th
" Romans during the 3rd and 4th
centuries. In Britain, actual pieces
:* . "have been found dating from. ;.
‘ thatera. . - .. ) :
1# Pewter is an alloy of various
roportions of tin, copper, brass,
lead, and later bismuth and anti-
mony, at which time other metal
were gradually excluded. The
molten alloy was potired into """
molds made of wood, bronze, or,”
brass, which were costly com- -
modities of the pewterer's trade

" By the mid-1800s, the populari-
ty of pewter began to wane. Bri-
annia, still in favor to some extent,
as gradually replaced by electro
y silver plate, introduced about

840./'Unfortunately at that time no
ne theught-of keeping pewter for
posterity: Some pieces were dis-
% carded, whileothers languished in
cellars and barns, exposed to their
«worst enemy = dampness. The
“metal bécarie corroded, pitted,
nd scaly, as oxidizesion turned it
lack: Not until the 1900s did
wter become a collector's item.
Then the resctie began. :
Damaged, oxidiz_ed pewter
i+ 1may be cleaned in two different
ways, but-my-choice always has
een’a muriatic acid dip. It's quick
and doesn't damagethe patina.
- 'This process should be done
utdoors, with rubber gloves, .
plastic or rubber dipping utensils,
n old table or bench for polish-.
ing, and old clothes.-Make sure .

~'In Lox}don,.am_und 1473,a." your pieces den't have holes or
Pewterer's Guild was formed {0 wealkplaces before you dip them.
regulate and control British - Never soak pieces with wooden

finials or handles unless you

; S T i & properly protect them: Submerge

On the top of a stepd, bo: % :Displayed on the utch are a set of six progr your pewter in the acid for a few
v theto s epdow copomd e 90 1. L A e e i g o it ongsnough o ooen

pair of deep chargers with the inscription "Success glish 1760 wine flagon made for export with the good he black coating. Then remove it

the United States." Also displayed are assorted English Wiulllels hdt!; colonli;;; h“:kdl;sj‘d;;‘m leiall‘);ts, ‘ilJ ere to the table and rub gently

nd American plates (18th and 19th century), basin seylelanc ~agon gl ﬂ:i’ : :u'.e, d, ink wells, ... (pewter scratches easily) with the

box, two American coffee pots, etc. - =Tk Y finest steel woolntimber 0000

‘detérgent.The black

ating should fall away. Another
dip'maybe necessary, but that .

"~ will depend entirely on the condi-
tion of the piece. Next, rinse thor-
oughly in clear water, and prepare
a strong solution of washing soda

. pewter, which has always been :
. - considered superior. By 1550, all
. pewterers were required by law to .-
. strike a device known as a "touch-
mark"on every piece of pewter *
they made. Later, they also struck:
“hallmarks" (similar to silver - -

. marks) on plates and basins. -

<! This custom/adopted in Eu- "2 AN
" ‘ropeand later in America, enabled,, ‘ordered.crest engraved pewter
 collectors to determine when, and from England;/Tankards, or ;pots
‘by whom, the pewter was made. as they often were calleda_lst‘b{
Books illustrating and explaining time, appealed to Americans

touchmarks, especially American " cause they kept beer satisfyingly .
and English, can be found in most chilled. Tavern owners, wary of: .

libraries. theft, often incised their names ) )
Pewter virtually disappesred _ and jocies 50 U8 5000 e e L

i s ngland prohibi 1t - g 2
until the 11th century, then cam . ,_5’1 \d prohibi export-; e el

*.into.jts own during the 14th:
15thcenturies. When owners -
sed it in great houses, it was co
‘sidered a sign of wealth. With'the
exception of cookware, every-

rotect its own substantial exports: : 5 D : R h arkened;but
of finished pieces, keepingf}’:g ' g i Totco ke 8baked in boil-
Americans out of the pewter trade ing water fmt 2 ge“f"’g“;
. until the late 18th century. As are- | a;;no\:r;t o 1"|~ ashmg 50 li" oF .
thing from chamber pots to tobac- - sult, American pewter is scarce i s d o
co jars was made of pewter, and * i and commands two to.three times e gccom ?13;1 o (I
its popularity continued well into, _ the price of its English counterpart it ; Sislwashemagood g‘ etal polish
the 1800s; Even before then, the - ;7. in today's marketplace.” = .+ B laoge platier), ome dated 1684, andan ' ey po
danger of legd poisoning had A'revolutfionary met]_}od of +* Américan gallon, lidded pl&her i:rg\epcenler (few that size survived).
been recogmzed', and craftsglen iy pewter making began td emerge - +'.; Hanging are six American and English porringers, (center foremost) a
-reduced or eliminated the quanti- ~.in the late 1700s. The new metal, a. child's mug, and a rare American dipper. e
ty of that metal. Both George “: i+ hard brittle alloy called Britannia ™" || o} oots” Lighter in weight, more g od the name of the com o
Washington and John Hancock | Ware, could be spun by machines ', ¢iorgable, gnd as highlg pz)lished«" ny ax?d lot number in'full'on tf\_e‘ d'oeuvres. Care must be taken
2 Y . as silver (which evoked the term 37 iback of the item. Though the """ that pewter is not used with foods
.:Poor Man's Silver), it:was anim-=  word:"pewter" appears on 20th- - of high acidity, such as tomatoes
" mediate success. It is-easy.to rec- " "‘centuty pieces, the composition is d citrus.” =
2. ognize because the:maker'always " different from antique pewter. - ' Pewter displayed on a mantle-
L R o s s e s IR s s s e 5 PUPRPIR T up Sy sy A iece, dry sink, or shelfis a
charming home decoration. Larg-
‘collections are normally dis-
layed ori & hutcli:type cupboard
swithoutiglass oors: 1f you have
wter' candlesticks, light shades
of blué candles séem to be best.
give pewtera

pewter. My flagori has served
.wine many times along with’
argers (large plates) for hors

3
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=:50me colors tend.to

- time, and keeps pace with infla-
Hon’ Collectors sometimes find
jaluablepieces in flea markets
and garage sales, but the odds of
potting such a find aren't as
ood as they once were.-
You'll find pewter reproduc-
tions and fakes on the antique
. markqtfkeproductions are not al-
" i ways sold as such, but are easy to
t2pot. They do resemble antique
I pewter indesign, but their color is
’%USu‘all'y dark; with a:smooth sur-

5
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face and no wear. Fakes are made

to deceive; and sometimes suc-

ceed With experienced collectors.

t is wise for a beginner to buy -

e from a trusted antiques dealer, or
" shop witha knowledgeable col-
-1/lector. "Caveat emptor" is a phrase
. to keep in mind: ‘a
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