


>  Pewter:’ pnces-' have ~ scarcel.
},'risen in thc ‘past twenty years:except'
the‘?'more ‘expensive®’ antique’ “*:dealers’
whu'e only rarities are to be had.
he" % the’,

i agamst“ pewterers’»usm mOOrrCCt

mule. 3+ The #sécretsof English
peauter” were'not, only 1ealously gua.rded i
but’the’ methods of

tly “*being ¥ 1mproved

q 'reputauon ‘which-‘England’ possessed, at’:

been found in archzological excavations
the plough has turned up more.~In fact
and lead mixture of Roman pewter;

:};{found in our. soil differs. very. lictle fromj‘

< that ;used . in; : Britain " in” the” fourteenth’ss,

4%’:3 century, ‘when the Guildhall dccreed that,
2 the * propornons “of # the V'alloy.” for thes
PeWteters Company was to be ;6 pounds'
- lead to' 112 pounds tin.:Y
& On’ the’ Continent,’ at “aboutthe"same

,Wume, ‘the proporuons ‘were four parts lea
‘1o ninety-six of tin, for dishes, porringers
“and the likeX" Ten parts lead was used fo:
xthesmalleramcles. Limoges, Montpelier,
1 Nuremberg, ‘and; other *pewter-making

 centres '« all"laxd" down the exactk pro-
<7 portions to “be’used, but'none was more’:

i rigidly enforced than those ;of our®

/least up 10 chtonan__umes, for the ﬁnest S
(pewter, in the'world.% ;

The, exact alloy to be used
varying ‘articles, -and: must’complylwth
ordinances- laid -down! through the’years.’

® More recently copper and brass in varying

amounts were added to-the lead conten
To-day- pewter; " may +betdefined as’ an
alloy consisting of about ninety per cen
tin with small addi uons of: lead and brass
or copper.

“During the dedle 'Ages,’ when pewte
making was at the height of its prospenty,
the . pewterer: had?® to ! serve- six’ years”
apprenuceshxp.before ‘admission to “the
Guild.ik Even ‘then’ his life rwas’ circum
‘scribed” by rules’ enforced’ by the :Maste
and Wardens.*ﬂ “He’  must not; work . 3
‘dark ‘by* -artificial : light,? his’ “metal hwas’;
‘examined, his home was'lmble to search;

e
Y- Gu.dd ofﬁcxals"for forbxdden

the.weight, quality, type,'and price.of all
th?t he made must be recorded together

‘collector, there are, many‘examples'to be:
“‘3‘ had, at reasonable prices, dating from the
seventeenth, -eighteenth -and : mneteenth -
5 iz Like, all: guddsmen, the ‘men
t.who"maderth.ls lpewter' were'i not:'only !

masters of their craft-but artists as’ well
orking for,;the goodof; .their.» Guild

ersonal récognition, so far’ as ‘posterity

. attempts at identification.
A crowned V.R. on a mug or a tankard
<does not necessarily mean that the vessel
was made in Victorian times.

ing the correctness of the measure, and:
may quxte possibly appear on pieces made,
say, in the days of Queen Anne.

5=, To bewilder collectors - still . further,

£

:was .concerned,*'did ‘not: interest:’ them ¢ Edinburgh pieces are sometimes stamped

True, the pewterer, having served his s1x,

% Tondon,” - The St. Andrew’s cross was

years -and’ produced.-his{’ test?: ‘piece, i a recognised English’quality mark at an .

as; granted ' the,; pnvﬂege “of: reeordm
his i ¢ touch, i ‘or: mark, . thh ‘which - h
nght ‘stamp/ his? warcs" on ' the - touch
' plates. at;the Company’s:Hall. #In" ‘nine’
cases - out 'of “ ten,~ however, he’'did* no

” ;Hence the lack of identification marks on

g a;,most pewter. vessels that have survived.;

< Although : the' .plates - " of % touches ?

“early period, yet wares from Ghent and
sNuremburg bear the same stamp and on.
inferior pewter. /

+To the pewter enthusxast these things .
do not matter. : The most he can hope to
do is to assign to his pieces an appron-
‘mate date and the country of origin. -
/< Even the dating has its pitfalls.-. For.

“*instance, in Georgmn times tinkers and

b
till exlst, the registers of names to whxch w. the travelling gipsies repaired most of the

household . pewter. Bexng unable , to -




e oo i

ors obtain much
. which they possess.
Tea in a'well-scoured pewter teapot—
the scouring being confined to the inside
of the pot, of course—can be delicious,
cially if one’s taste is on the strong ..

. "Tea can also be kept with advan-

ctual use of the pewter utensils

belonged.> Some colle
¥ from ~owning - pieces - bearing
inscriptions-such as “ R. Harris.
Hart.: + Dunmow,” ~* Geo. - Thompson.
Saracen’s Head. Malling,”-“ R. Shuttle-
worth,”-* Jno. Adams,” and so on.: "
Do not be deterred by lack of markings, |

“This is a mistake.

e 17¢h and ‘I8th centurles.
N ¢

or by. “ touches ** “which are obviously -

-tage’ in 'the tea'caddies and canisters .
incongruous.” Judge your pewter by its E

which are still to be had id dealers’ shops,

* This is.particularly so whendegling with A
Continental pewter (Figs: 9510, I1).

are many mugs, tankards, porringers,
= goblets, plates, and other pewter objects
on the shelves of antique dealers to-day*
made - by .Georgian ’ journeymren ~from’,
moulds of -a,pattern_at least a.hundred
ears earlier. -7+ 7 el

-~ A safe rule to follow in judging

the greater the age.**

patina, its shape, its feel, its finish, and particularly in the country. The Queen-:: -
IS NS P Lo Anne shape, with small ivory nodule on '
the dome-shaped lid, should be found for
about thirty-five shillings; the cylindrical kT
type, which many people mistake for s
tobacco jars, for even less. © Pepper, salt,
mustard and spices all keep well in their
respective pewter utensils. Wax candles
air of pewter candlesticks of almost :
. any design are pleasing. Flagons
‘.can be safely used for hot water,
and nothing looks more lovely * ;:
on an old oak table than a great
. pewter plate or dish, water filled, .- - '

- lings is a fair. price
For «+ Scotch -

*forypint tankards
appit'*/ hens ” — the ..
pint—;h‘tee‘),‘to'“four

England.’/.For; quart
i 7. For a goodssized early p
-plate, - two - pounds. * Gill ' and
half-gill measures, with or without
brass - rims, - seven-and-sixpence.

A Ve e

me before - pretty-pretty i displayed *in’ the * home.
curves, plain tankard tops- before nodul mantelpiece,” oak bench,’
domes, straight spoon handles- before ;% board i so *that* it reflects’ the’ light "'of

~'those with carvings.'-' Many picces speak ‘Jamps, or can
*%4 for themselves. - The: highly ldceorat:ive‘ < glow.": Only
teapot - (Fig.' 1) can.only’ be *Georgian, :
Similarly the fine English jug (Fig. 3) can’

- in which float full blown roses.

‘And any ale drinker will tell
-, you that there is only one wayto. -
From a pewter .

chest,' or side-

dles; ‘or'even the firelight’

: pots 'should not -cost more than
seven-and-sixpence ; * spoons, five ;
shillings each. * Ordinary flagons

i
{
)
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then -will its surfaces repay:
d on them by o

can’ be had, with a'little happy

Lbe identified "'at" a_ ce - as * being Never :scour. pewter.

?‘".oonsidcrably older:“than the" tankard,

from thirty-five, shillings

and * you“ruin:'the ‘lovely’ grey ‘tints* of

mugs and flagon,” also of EnEli coppers ‘or-'lt_aadwshowing through

illustrated : in ‘Figs:/'4,’ 5"
and 6. - Conversely, the’
“Peautiful ;'

century simplicity. '
“To know and feel' the

has a working knowledge
‘of "period * furniture’ and
decoration. ™ ** It"" helps,

2 . ; +g." This communloﬂ:gon a fine
silversmiths -’ from the:"'- example of Its type, comes from a

' Repaissance - onwards. 7 Sussex church and Is daced" 16

+If - you must
“have 'your pewter bright,
“then+ clean® +it *"as ~ the
wners of your pieces did
n -their time,’ by:* wash:
ing every ’ three’ months
n soape suddes-and rub
with oats or oth
earing grain.”

i
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pieces more’- often’ tha
{ not: bear " th

Swiss guild tankard of
relief. About 1600.

Flemish church candle- / .
stick, 35 in. high: a 17th- , -
century altar-piece.. *'° ° e

edish tankard, about |846.“Ix
Note taper from top.to bottom.
. ke o




