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:) ,The striker, too, often left his ", 

haphazard OIi any plate he chose, 

re~rded, ' together 01,irrespec:tive of'.: the .. era ··.to ·. whic:h ' it 

les~;and ' c:ustomers:~~\ be1onged. ;;,:·.These:. are but a few of. 

r~,fAlth°ugh)ittle ,'of. the,'pewterf9f; ~ed-:I.\;;~difficultie8;:whic:h: stand in ,; the ., ~Y.> nf ,"'V",r-," .'" 

4fjleV8li:times}" remains f~available,\" to ,;thei~!Aiattempts at identific:ation. ;, .... . " .; 

I be ·.'·{"f';.A crowned V.R. on a mug or a tankard ; .' 

the~i'j'< does not nec:es~y mean that the vessel <.j;::'.:..,:.} 
made in Victorian times. ' It may be ,{~::: :.:., 

Government excise stamp guarantee- ' " ::::/.;[~':, 

.' ing the correctness of the measure, and.' . "'. '.

may quite possibly appear on pieces made, 

\,7uua.,::,::,!.;say, in the' days .of Queen Anne. " , 

X{<»=\ To bewild,er collectors . still . further, , ... .. . 

3?lEdinburgh pieces are sometimes stamped ':',l',': :: ..... 
London:! '. The St.' Andrews cross was . '. ; : : ' :, '. t 

recognised English ' quality mark at an /':~.~ 1, ~~ f 
II'ly period, yet wares from Ghent and >.;'~ : :~", i ~ 

Nuremburg bear the same stamp and on '. ' ,." -:':0': i 

LUUUl.:~,inferior pewter. ";: .: ... ' . ~'" . ' . . " ::'·,T.:,\ ::1 
To the pewter enthusIast these things ,.<,')2/; 
not matter. ,:,The most he can hope to :"1.:<';'1 
is to assign 'to his pieces an approxi- ,r"': , ':'::~ i 

u,uy.,:, .IIllIte date and the country of origin. " i ~ki; · . :, -;! 
. ' the dating has its pitfalls •. , For :.::'-·:: 'j 

in Georgian times tinkers ·and ::.,:-.:":::· ~ 

WlllCh ."H, the travelling gipsies rep~ed most of the : f'J <:) 

.. ,<",." ,vi;:~~~l{f,~,rb:' !~, ":li:j 



'7: :,:", \.:.~' ........ !.:. " . . ~ , . .: . : :!' 

, ", ,: obtaIn .' fresh ' . 
;;;",.';\'}\;·edicts, they recast frOm examples.'of local :'~.; Continental pewter (Figs; .. ?,.' 

t~ ·,; ::'~,~:~" ,: designs, many of which were of consider-;' ~:> " 'The ' collector ' ,will , also , dof' 

~~~;f,;';;"~ ~ :, able . antiquity. \,' The resultjs that there ;':~,i: remember tlu!t for' the past;three hi·"Ap-~ · 

f.:,;~.:/,,~.:;:;" are many mugs, ' tankards, porringers;:,".,,, years: pewter, has been · the poor , 

r~~~:~~r:% goblets, plates, and other pewter objects :;: table silver and ' thc:plate of the" 

~1,=::,J,i,(;.~~~i: on the shelves of an.tique dealers to-day ~',:i: country :::' church. ' ' ,.' Look :<y, at ~XFi~. : ,8 .." . 

· li~':-/, \-.¥,7'made ' , by ,.Georgian ~ jQurneynren :- from .. ":;; again •. :.yNiewed< from a ' peW,:' •. in :; dim ·:·,,···'····-,·"" / 

:~~;i;\moulds . of· a ,. panCl'Il_ at least , a . hundred :~,\;" light, ,:1 r with '.\ the \ , reflections , ',: of'. ' the", 

. " ,J ;:;'l:, years earlier. ',,, '·,·;·,:, .:'.' :,.".,, ''., '! ' . ." 'r· ..... ;j:> candles ' playing on:its patinated surface." 

~f;::-;i~5~1- :A safe rule to follow in judging pewter/ ~~ this .. communion ,' vessel,,\' 

tf't~J.;,::;,::~:;isto remember that the simpler the object'./J': appeared> beautiful :, ' and, " 

f.-/:,;~:Q~} the greater the age. " Straight and taper· ~:;\ Similarly,' pewter should :.~ intelligently"·%?:;:,;:·:;r: 

f~i,t~~J:;;S,t ing sides' ~me before , ~, pretty-pretty " :(;;: displaye~ > in ',' the ' homei .i· Place : 

~,:J ::,':::; :.t~' curves, plain tankard tops ' before. nodule':i:'. mantelp1ece," oak bench, ' chest, ' or 

~A~~,.N~fdomes, straight , spoon handles ' 'before ~;S board; so ,.:that " it:i. reflects ' the:' lig 

~;0f$"S't"';,:i"' those with carvings.' ~ ' Many pieces speak :; ~: lamps, or' candles~ 'or even 'the firelight's 

~~F§i,i.! for themselves.-." The ' highly :decorative,/~ glow . . ,: Only then ,will its surfaces repay" "'l" '~" C , ' 

[.iA" +.: teapot ' (Fig. ' x) can , only ' be \ Georgi~. :::.~,: the carebes~owed on them,by occasiona! ,\~\}:[~~~:i\t 

t**,~~r;.::i: S~ly~efineEngli~U~(Fig'3)~ ;:} .. ~Pings'~thaSilkclO~,~'.: '.9 ':. ;": :" ""{".h ,, ·" !1 

L.;;"!.·",~~,.be '. ldentified . at · a . ce ': as "", bemg ;\e": . Never ·:scour., pewter: .' Shine ' It · bnght 

, ~i.~?,: considerably :'older':' than: the~' tankard, Ht and · you ' ruin::: the lovely ' ~eytints ' of~ 

~
.f.:~·:i;;'{ ~ugs and ~go~, ' also .of E.2glis~ .~e,.'; · b~~s? ., coppe~~ , or ' lea~ "show1Og through ~: 

'~~i7r$.:~-:illustra~d i In -FIgs.; <4, ; S ~:~; ::\: ~ ... ~;:,.;~\::~).:~ -.,;;;i~:· ~~.'~:~:,~: : ~~~~;:"~1.~: the . ~~n. ,r'(',.:-If '. you ' ~ust · 

~t(\~Z and 6." " Conversely, . the :':':~"'~':~;!,":f~:'5r"~' ';, "-3h!;:;:¥'~' have your pewter bnght, 

'!~~i~7;i;,Jj«flj~lj):ii,~·:~·?', .... . · ,,::(:.':: '.' .>~"7:'}:·\ 
J 

" J,I{:i~~~ b~io~~~d:, ;:~ Som~ co~e~or.: obtain m~~h ", m~ng actual use of the pe~er u~ensils /t~, : .,::,: ' : t 
l.:-;..y~\;,~::.wleas~~:Hrom "own1Og p1eces. b~g,,:;:whic~ they posses~. ·This 1S a IDlstake.~"\~-:.1'-';:: i 

L~;'~~t'0~,:mscn~~onssuch,~~;:'R. H,arris .. :White i, .- Tea 10 a: well-~coured pewter teaF~-.:?;\/.:'i : . I 
'j_ ::;/~, ,:),;';,t Hart. \,Dunmow, . Geo. . ThomP.son. !·f.': the scounng be10g confined to the .~slde ; l,> )-~; . . ' . ! 

<. ::'~~~:.:;~;:{k: Saracen's Head. Malling,'~ '. " R. Sh1"~~~ / .. ,.of th.e .. pot,. of course~ be deliClous, : c >,;i/ \.~,:', :'1' 

j
' ,.:f;,;,.{i:;:,\WOrth," '" Jno. Adams," and so on. £ .. '. c''-':rf e~pec;:J.a.Ily if one's taste 1S on ~e strong .,: . ' :', 

. :. ',:y:,:,:,.:,' .":'. 'Do not be deterred by 'lack of markings, ::',' slde. ~ Tea can also be kept WIth advan- .' '. . 

\'f:i':i'; ; ., ~.~ or by ," touches '.' : '.:which are ' obviously _,'. tage '" in : the tea ·'.caddies and canisters 't, . 

. '/\;"0.,':: inc~>D~ous.' Ju~ge your .pewt~r by its ~? whi~h are sti!l to be had id dealers' shops, , " [ 

, ",.,( :::.: panna, Its shape, 1ts feel, Its finish, . and ', '· partlcularly m the country. The Queen ' I 
, ~ :, .. , ~ .: ,' your own good sense.> " i . l. ) <,:. ':-':=' Anne shape, with small ivory nodule on ' - ,t 

, ,'f .:", A word on p~ces.!' ·Twenty-five ' shil~;,,:';:' the dome-shaped lid, should be found for . \ .: 

.. ('; lings is a 'fak, price ' for ('pint tankards.-~::. :' about thiny-fiveshillings; the cylindrical : .. '" . \ 

", For ; .. Scotch '-.... ~, tappit ,r; hens ~ ' . -,- the ;:' type, which many people mistake for :: : i 

generous.~ Scots~.::; pint-,three , ,: to '" four :. ': tobacco jars, for even less. ' Pepper, salt, i 

',I pieces :,' .• are/,f' rare',,· in ';..~, mustard and spices all keep well in their . ! 

.cnglanQ.~,.).ror'f· quart ,mugs," thirty-five ;,~ ' respective pewter utensils. Wax candles '1 
;:;.' shillings.' " For a good.sized early pewte~ _. in a pair of pewter candlesticks of almost ;" " I 

\ plate, " two ' pounds . . ~,: Gill ' and ': '::'_i' :'f > ; /, ," , any design are pleasing. Flagons · " .. ,." j 

: half-gill measures, with or without :/: .... ; ,~~ : .. :, " /': :- can be safely used for hot water, .. /,; ., :'. I 

' brass rims,": seven-and-sixpence. :/;;: :.'::r.:~: ,':' , .. ;.' • . and nothing looks more lovely '; .,; ,-' : . :! 

You ,should be able to buy a sound : .... ~:':.~ :, ~ ) / : ",; :'.' ·on an old oak table than a great ", ... : -.! 

· teapot for two :or :' more ' pounds,~/) ':. pewter plate or dish, water filled, ,' " '1 
according : to ,. period and condi-'~' !,. '. in which float full blown roses. ' 

""' ';"';-:: tion. ,' :Mustard,' pepper and \'salt:':: ;:':I, And any ale drinker will tell 

.. :ii~ pots 'should not · cost more ' than .:::"'\'. . " . you that, there is only one way to , 

seven~and-sixpence; ":spoons, five < ).:} , drink ' beer. From a pewter 

. each . . ,:, Ordinary flagons :;.~':<:~: : tankard.; ... : ' ' '-:' 

"h=_ he; W;;::;~~~J\t! : " ;;'; /i/.~ . ..... . . ...:~' ' .' 
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t>1 ... · -~;.~ • ... .r,: • ..~ •. example or lu type.comel froma .;,-:, ','. . .. . th :' 1,:.' I .~ " '~ f ... · ~ .. ,,·.: .. '/: ,.~ :·. ,l i 9. Swedish unkard
t 

about 1840;-':110. flemlshchurchandle. ~ . 11. Swiss,ulldtankardo( 

\'7',:" ,; : ,- , ~ .. ReDlUssance onwards. , . SUllex church ~nd Is doted 1677.' .• ' the . lOO . to . which ey :. . . .. . , ";'" ,' , .. .. ~.- .; . \, No .. taper from top,to .bottom . .. : stick. 35 In. hl,h' a 17th-, j .. silver" pewter cast ID 

'.' ~{~~~:" , " ...••. ; " .: ' •• I .... . . ,., ' ',.\: .•.•.•. ·• •• ·· · -j.ts}J;~:'~0!',:t~~ ,F.~'?'~j~{i;,·,[ . !:;~r:'} · ., •. ~ ;,,', 't' "':., ' ., .• :... . ..•• :' ••••• '. -,.~ "·'·"r .. . ... ~,.. ",., ,- ,0, ' 
. , 
:_ .-J 


