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2441 Saip, Fe. Double-tiveted terminal. Non-ferrous
pladng. Broken. L: 33 mm. BS, House XII, dmber; Final
phase o (P.ph. 703), mid r1ch cenc. BS 7004.

2442 Serip, Fe. Moulded. Non-ferrous pladng. Broken.
L: 77 mm. BS, House IX/X. dmber: Final phase 76
(P.ph. 478), 11th cenc. BS 5958.

2443 Serip, Fe. Perforated terminal. Decoradve
grooves. Non-ferrous pladng. Broken ac both ends. L:
58 mm. BS, House XII, dmber: Final phase 41 (P.ph.
743), late 11¢h to early 12th cenc. BS 5412.

2444 Surip, Fe. One end bifurcated, che main arm with
perforated lobe. Decoradve grooves on stem and arms.

CHALICES AND PATENS

Non-ferrous pladng. Broken. L: g2 mm. BS, Sc. Mary's‘
church, Phase N; Final phase 24 (P.ph. 375), lace 11th o
12¢h cenc. BS yo12. '
2445 Scip, Fe. Perforated terminal. Non-ferrous
pladng. Broken L: 23 mm. BS, House [X/X, stone and
timber; Final phase 78 (P.ph. 532), 13th cenc BS 479+
Not illuscrated; as 2443.
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2446 Serip. Fe. Broken at boch ends. L: 92 mm. COE,
St. Mary's Abbey; Final phase 23 (P.ph. 82), r5th cent.
COE 217. Not illustrated.

2447 Suip, Fe. Shaped and moulded rerminal, perfor-
ated. Non-ferrous pladng. Broken. L: 43 mm. BSSC,
House VIII; Phase 47, lace 14¢h co ?16¢h cent. BSSC 567.

MOUNTS

2448 Moune, Fe. Curved and looped. Non-ferrous
pladng. W: 36 mm. CG, Building E, cloister construc-
tion; Final phase 229 (P.ph. 2602), €.964—6. CG 2822.
2449 Mount, Fe. Two arms, bent around pin, with
decorative grooves and shaped rerminals. One terminal
may be pierced. Non-ferrous pladng. L: 88 mm. CG,
Old Minster, in fill of Anglo-Saxon grave 70: Final
phase 49—55 (P.ph. 1042). lace toth to lace r1ch cenc
CG 615.

2450 Mount, Fe. One end bent to form a hook. L: 105
mm. €Y, Well VI filled: Final phase 41 (P.ph. 156).
c.1222. CY 37. Not illustrated.

2451 Mount, Fe. Decoradve grooves on perforated
terminals. Non-ferrous pladng. L: 41 mm. WP, North-
west range, occupadon; Final phase 350 (P.ph. 1179),
mid 13ch cenc. WP 3176.

4. CHALICES AND PATENS

i BACKGROUND AND TYPOLOGY BY THE LATE CHARLES OMAN

WHEREAS the burial of a warrior with his arms was regarded as a pagan custom which should be
discouraged, the Church had no objection to the burial of a priest wich a chalice and paten. The
earliest instance of this pracrice in England is a chalice found in a grave at Hexham Abbey (Northumber-
land).! It belongs to a ype in use on the Condnent from the eighth century, but it cannoc be classed as a
funerary chalice since. although of copper alloy. it is both well made and shows taces of having been
heavily gilt. It must have been intended for sacramental use, since the gilding would prevenc the wine
- from being poisoned as would happen if it came inro dircct conact with che copper. We have no ocher
instance of the discovery of a chalice in a grave prior to the Norman conquest, and so have no means of
judging how general was the pracdce. This is not surprising when we consider that the so-called ‘Canons
of Edgar’ drawn up by Archbishop Wulfstan in 1005-7, found it necessary to sdpulare chat chalices for
mass should be made of meral and never of wood.* There would be licdle likelihood of craces of a wooden
cup, placed in the outdoor grave of a priest, surviving the passage of centuries.
Anglo-Saxon pracdce in fact permirted the use of gold, silver, tin or pewter (tinen, stagnum), and glass
for making chalices,? but those in the more precious materials will always have been rarer and as late as
the twelfth cencury the bishops sdll found it necessary to urge the provision of silver chalices. [n 1159
Henry II callaged the bishops in order to pay for his Toulouse expedidon. Henry of Blois, bishop of

F1G. 229. Iron binding serips and mouncs (1:1).

! Cripps 1892, 192~3: Bailey 974, t50-5.
* Fowler (ed) 1972, Canon 41 {pp. to—11); for the date, see ibid.
pp- xxvi—xxviil.

3 As specitied by Alfric in his Pastoral Letters [, 58: 2. 1413 and II,
1612 {Fehr (cd) t914). Convenicnly listed and compared in
Fowler (ed.) 1972, 35.
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Winchester, told his clergy that he intended to recoup his loss by means of an aid in the form of the silver
chalices in his diocese. When these had all been collected, he blessed them and gave them back with the
reproof that whereas his clergy had been ready enough to surrender them to their bishop, they had
grudged giving them to God.* By the end of the thirteenth century most churches had a silver chalice and
in the later Middle Ages only the most impoverished churches used pewter chalices at mass: as early as
I;2§—3 Is the archbishop of Canterbury, Richard le Grant, forbade his bishops to consecrate pewter
chalices.

Once asilver chalice had been provided, the pewter one was perhaps set aside for burial with the priest
when his dme came. The supply would have run out within a few years and in 1229 the constirudons of
William of Blois, bishop of Worcester, ordered that every church should have two chalices, one of silver
for celebrating and another of pewrer, unconsecrated, with which the priest might be buried. Another
use for pewrer chalices is mentoned in the construtons of Walter Cantelupe, bishop of Worcester,
issued in 1240, in which he orders that there should be provided ‘two chalices of silver in greater
churches, and a third of pewter, not blessed, for carrying to the sick’ This points 1o a pracdce to which
allusion is made in other contemporary documents which tell thar the chalice should hold the water in
which the priest had dipped his fingers after celebrating. The sick were expected to drink the water. Dom
Aclred Warkin, in editing an archdeacon’s inventories of churches in Norfolk in the dme of Edward 111,
counted two hundred and fifty churches which had both a pewter chalice and one of silver? The lisss do
not specify the purpose for which they were used, burit s likely char the pewrter chalices which had been
used for carrying to the sick may have ended up underground. Since pewter chalices do not appear in
such numbers in later medieval invenrories, their use for ministering to the sick may have declined. But
the custom of burying a chalice and paten with a priest was not given up before the Suppression, as is
made clear by the Rites of Durham ? which specify that a monk should be buried with a chalice of wax,
whilst 2 prior or a bishop might have “a litde challice of silver, other merell!® or wax'. Whether the
practice of burying a chalice or a chalice and paten with a priest was rigorously maintained in the later
Middle Ages ourside the monastic precincts is uncertain, but a cemetery run by a monastery for local
parishes is likely to have been conservadive. l

The owenry chalices under discussion are all related in varying degrees to those of silver which I have
listed in Group III in my English Church Plate."! These seem to have been in use for abour a hundred years
* from 1180. They are of the simplest design then in fashion and have a wide bowl, a round spreading foor.

and a mbular stem with a knop of varying design but quite an important fearure. Whilst in general the
pewrer chalices resemble the silver, the knops are much less important (with the excepton of 2453 and
2455 where they are fairly large). Some are rounded (eg- 2458 and 2469, both collared, or 2464 and
2477, both uncollared), bur others are merely a narrow stip of triangular secion (2456, 2461, and
2470), quite unlike any found in silver. In one case there is no knop, the foot rising in an uninterrupred
curve to the base of, the bowl (2468).

There are only seven patens to set beside the cwenty chalices. The simplest form of silver paten has a
broad rim with a flat central depression. Only 2459 and 2462 conform to this pattern: 2457 and 2471

* Dimock (ed.) 1877, 47-8.

* Lyndwood (ed.) 1079, 234

¢ ibid.: Wilkins (ed.) 1737, 623.

¥ Wilkins (ed.) 1737. 666.

* Watkin (ed.) 1947-8. Pt. 2. Ixxix—boxi.

® Fowler (ed.) 1903, 51-7.

' ‘Other metell’ does not necessarily mean pewter, since copper-
gilt chalices were available by this dace.

"' Oman 1957, 41: see also Oman 1962, 196-8.
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have a slighdy depressed centre, the rim indicated only by a small bead; 2454 and 2478 are shallow
bowls, the former slighdy moulded to suggest a rim, the larter quite plain.

Conclusions

The chalices appear to have been made in two sizes bur this does not seem to be significant The chalice
2458 and paten 2459 may have been used for celebradons since they conform fairly closely to the silver
ones, but before classing the others as purely funerary, it is well to remember the curious usage of
carrying to the sick the water in which the priest had washed his fingers. Srylistically, with the excepdon
of 2453 and 2455, they are all likely to date after the middle of the thirteenth century when the
sacramental use of pewrer chalices was on the way out. They may be described as decadent imitadons of
the silver types, but how long this decadence was drawn out remains quite uncertain. In the larrer part of
the fourreenth cenrury a radical change took place in the form of silver chalices which were given a
hexagonal foot with incurved sides (my Group VI). None of the fragments gives a hint of this change but
neither do those found elsewhere. We are left with the impression that the development of English
pewrer chalices ceased to decay and merely froze. .

i, CHALICES AND PATENS IN BURIALS BY MARTIN BIDDLE AND
BIRTHE KJOLBYE-BIDDLE

The placing of chalices and patens in graves which are thereby idendfied as the burials of priests is part of
the larger question of the occurrence of objects in medieval Chrisdan graves. Almost all these objects
derive from the clothing in which the individual was buried: fragments of texrile and leather, including
shoes, 12 buckles, and hooks or tags. The rarity of such finds can only be parcly due to the normally
complete disappearance of organic materials: in the 1,070 graves of the thirteenth to fifteenth centuries
excavared in the cemetery north of the cathedral nave, chere were only six buckles (1152, 1208, 1284,
and 1296-8) and one hook or tag (1420). Devorional objects, not smictly clothing but so intensely
personal as to be worn in death as they had been in life. are even rarer: a single jet cross (2046) and a
possible capsa to hold a relic or a holy oil (2452). Equally unusual with one exception are the few objects
which may hint at che rade or profession of the deceased: a scale-pan (3220), perhaps a wherstone
(3025), and a mason's rowel (422). The twenty chalices and seven patens consttute the excepdon: since
the patens do not occur without a chalice, the chalices idendfy twenty graves as the burals of priests,
who are thus the only group to wanscend the anonymity of the medieval graveyard.”

Four chalices (three accompanied by patens)'* were found in graves which contained some of the
other objects already listed: three of these graves contained buckles (MG 155: 1152; MG 760: 1298; and
MG 8.46: 1296); one also conrained the hook or tag {MG 155: 1420); and another the mason’s wowel (MG
203:422). The tablec-woven braid with gold threads in MG 155 (1016), which presumably decorated the
front of a vestment, emphasizes the priestly character of this richest of the graves with chalice and paten.
The wowel in MG 203 was, however, the most remarkable of these objects. It lay berween the thighs on
the axis of the grave, its handle towards the torso, and had been placed on (and perhaps wrapped in) a

1 Texcle: MG 188, 220, 261 (1037), 287, 290, 311, 313; Leather:  cavadion and the strategy chosen. see Kjolbye-Biddle 1975—6. 88~92.

MG 17 (shoe 1944), 155 (with buckle 1152). " MG 203: 2453 (with paten 2454); MG 155: 2458 (with paten
1 For the cemetery, see WS ; for the circumstances of its ex-  2459); MG 846: 2464 (with paten 2465), and MG 760: 2476.
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corporal. The firstis a square cloth on which the chalice and paten stand for the consecration of the bread
and wine ac che Eucharist. The second, now called the pall (rarely, chalice veil), is a folded cloth, in its
modern form stffened by a board, with which the chalice is covered ac the Eucharist?® The chirteen
chalices not accompanied by a paten might have been covered by a pall, races of which would rarely
survive. The texdle in chalices 2464 and 2475 might be the remains of a pall, but this does not seem very
likely for 2464, the bowl of which was covered by 2 meral paten, and here perhaps it was the first cype of
corporal which had been folded and placed in the bowl.

The positon of the chalice in the grave is known in ten cases. All ten were by the upper half of the
body: two to the left of the head, four on the chest, three by the right lower arm or hand, and one by the
left arm.?! The ‘lie’ of five of these ten chalices is also known (of the others only the presence and posidon
was recorded): two bowls opened sideways (one with paten) and three opened towards the feet (one with
paten), the latter group giving the impression thar the chalices were upside down in reladon to the lie of
the body.2? This surprising situadon probably indicares that the chalices had originally stood upright in
the graves, covered by their patens or squares, and had fallen over when the grave was filled or at some
later date. That chey had indeed originally stood upright is perhaps confirmed in MG 155 by the marks of
the chalice rim on the underside of paren 2459 which show that it had originally been in close contact
with the chalice. Boch were found lying on their side, sideways in the grave, and the paten had moved
slighdy away from the bowl, a position which is not only impossible to regard as original, but in which
also the chalice im could never have corroded on to the underside of the paren. In three other cases
(patens 2462, 2465, and 2478) similar marks demonstrate a comparable reladonship.

These discoveries suggest that the burial of a priest was accompanied by a precise ritual which
involved the careful placing of a chalice and paten, or a (covered?) chalice, upright in the grave in certain
defined posidons® These posidons are on'occasion reflected on carved grave slabs where a chalice is
shown beside the head or in the hands of a priest®

Even in a cemetery where excavadon was carried out at greac speed as a marrer of policy,” the
information to be derived from the burial of chalices and patens in the graves of prests is thus
considerable and points to several lines of enquiry in future invesdgadons.

CATALOGUE:. CAPSA, CHALICES, AND PATENS
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2452 Capsa (3), pewter. Fragmentary; one end, parts of Medieval grave 172, in cist, to right of head, with

_che other, and of the side present. Cylindrical (2). L: ac
least 23 mm, but (from the quandrty of fragmencs)
unlikely to exceed 50 mm; D: 28 mm. CG, Paradise,

® ODCC, sw.. ‘corporal’, *pall’. .

3t Lefc of the head: MG 203 (2453) and 290 (2463); on the chest:
MG 3 (2474). 677 (2467), 1137 (2468). and 1139 (2473); by the right
hand or arm: MG 234 (2455), 846 (2464), and 359 (2466); by che lefe
arm: MG 155 (2458).

2 Sideways: MG 3 and 155: towards the feec: MG 203, 1137.and
139,

3 A chalice and paten placed to che right of the head in 2 brick-
lined grave in che choir of Carrow Priory (Norwich., Norfolk) were
found in an upright position with the paten over the bowl of the
chalice, and the surface of the paten covered with coarse textile

Leacher CG RF z125; Final phase 73-4 (P.ph. 1868), -
early to mid 13ch cene. CG 2899. See also WS 4, Fig.

55

impressions: Ackin and Margeson 1983, 375, 377-3. In this case the
texcile may have been from a bag conraining the chalice and paten:
ibid. 378. For a series of cight chalices and patens found in graves in
the vesdbule of the chapeer house ac Lincoln, see Bruce-Midord
1976. For a porery ‘chalice’ found in the hands of a bural
(presumably a priest) ac Much Wenlock Priory (Salop), see Woods
1987, 66-9, Fig. 20, PL. IL Another portery ‘chalice’, in Cistercian
Ware, has been found in 2 ‘domestic’ context at Mount Grace Priory
(N.R Yorks.): Roebuck and Coppack 1987, 16, No. 7. :
¥ eg. Boutell 1854, 56—66. 11011, 148; Crossley 1921, 192,
327, 3 Kjelbye-Biddle 1975—6. 3!-9:.'7



Frc. 230. Capsa(?) 2452.
Pewrer (1:2).

Although firs idendified as part of 2 badly decayed pewrer
chalice, closer examinadon shows chac chis was a cylindrical
coneainer or capsa, perhaps intended to hold a relic or holy
water. Fragmens of leather (CG RF z125) found in
associadon with the pewter may suggest thac the capsa was
originally protected by or carried in a leacher case. For
anocher possible example. see below 3409.

Small recepracles of this kind were used to concain the
three kinds of holy oils needed for licurgical use. in bapdsm
(oleum sanctum), for the visiadon of the sick (oleuin in-
firmorum), and for confirmadon, ordinadon, and consecra-
don (chrisma). Cases of pewter (‘chrismarories’) were made
to hold chese three recepracles, and a fine ple was
found in 1880 walled up in the cast end of the nave of St
John the Bapist, Granborough, Bucks. ¢ holds three pewter
pots about the same size as 2452 and 3409, in each of which,
artached to a hook bencath the lid, are remains of the
original tow with which the oil was adminiscered. Six
such pewrer christmatories survive in Bricain: St. Mardn's,
Canterbury; The Liverpool Museum; Sir John Soane's
Museum, London; Christchurch Mansion, Ipswich; Glas-
gow Art Galleries and Muscums, The Burrell Collecdon;
and the Granborough Christmatory ac Christ Church,
Oxford.

2453 Chalice, pewter. Complete excepe for rim of
foot. H: c.113 mm. CG, Paradise, Medieval grave 203,
in cist, to left of head, covered by Paten 2454; Final
phase 76 (P.ph. 1106), late 13¢h to carly 14th cene CG
1122. See also WS 44, Fig. 55.

Medieval grave 203 also contained an iron wrowel (422) wich
some folded flaxen textle (1026) preserved in the corrosion
producrs bencath irs blade. For a plan of the grave, see WS
4, Fig. 5.
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2454 Paten, pewter. Fragmenuary. D: 158 mm. CG,
Paradise, Medieval grave 203, in dist, to lefr of head,
covering Chalice 2453; Final phase 76 (P.ph. 1106), late
13¢h to carly 14¢th cent. CG 1123.

See comments to Chalice 2453.

2455 Chalice, pewter. Fragmenary; only upper stem
and knop inact. CG, Paradise, Medieval grave 234, in
cist, to righe of waist; Final phase 76 (P.ph. 1430), lace
13¢h to carly 14¢h cene. CG 1118.

2456 Chalice, pewter. Complete, buc crushed. H: 85
mm. CG, Paradise, Medieval grave 1136, with Paten
2457; Final phase 77 (P.ph. 1ot1), early to mid r4th
cenc. CG j3014.

2457 Pacen, pewrter. Complete. D: 112 mm. CG,
Paradise. Medicval grave 1:36, with Chalice 2456;
Final phase 77 (P.ph. 1011), early to mid r4th cenc CG
301B.

2458 Chalice, pewter. Complete, somewhat crushed.
H: 138 mm. CG, Paradise, Medieval grave 153, to left
of waist, close to or (?) held by right hand, covered by
Pacen 2459; Final phase 77 (P.ph. 1239), carly to mid
14th cenc. CG 1198. See also WS 4i, PL LXXIb, Fig. 55.
Medieval grave 155, the head end of which was alone
provided with a cist-like lining of chalk slabs. also contained
a copper-alloy buckle (1152), a copper-alloy tag (1420), and
some gold threads from a fine woollen brocaded rablec-
woven braid (1016), perhaps from the front of a vestment,
possibly a chasuble or a scole. For a plan of the grave, see WS
+i, Fg. 55.

2459 Paten, pewter. Complete. D: 126 mm. CG,
Paradise, Medieval grave 155, covering Chalice 2458;
Final phase 77 (P.ph. 1289), carly to mid 14th cenc CG
1199. See also WS 41, PL LXXIb, Fig. 5.

See comments to Chalice 2458. A circular marking in the
corrosion on the underside of the rim of the paten shows
thar the paten originally lay base down over the bowl of the
chalice and in close conract with ic.

2460 Chalice, pewter. Fragmencary. CG, Paradise,
Medieval grave 927; Final phase 79 (P.ph. 1108), late
14¢h cenc CG 1119. Not illuszated (oo fragmentary
for comparison).

2461 Chalice, pewrer. Complete, bur crushed and
broken. H: 103 mm. CG, Paradise, Medieval grave 898,
covered by Paten 2462; Final phase 79 (P.ph. 1128), lace
14th cent. CG 1093.
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2462 Pacen, pewter. Complete. D: 121 mm. CG,
Paradise, Medieval grave 898, covering Chalice 2461;
Final phase 79 (P.ph. r128), late 14¢ch cenc. CG 1094,

A circular marking in the corrosion on the underside of the
rim of the paten shows that the paten originally lay base
down over the bowl of the chalice and in close concact wich
ic

2463 Chalice, pewter. Fragmencary. CG, Paradise,
Medieval grave 290, in cist to left of head; Final phase
79 (Pph. 1290), late 14th cent. CG 1164. Not illus-
wated; fragments of che foot suggest thac this chalice
was comparable to 2470 or 2477. -

Medieval grave 290 also contained some traces of texdile by
the head and on che left wrist.

2464 Chalice, pewter. Fragmencary; part of bowl and
lower part of scem and foor missing. Texdle remains
(not idendfied) preserved in corrosion products in base
of bowl (cf. Chalice 2475). CG, Paradise, Medieval
grave 846, by right elbow, covered by Paten 2465; Final
phase 79 (P.ph. 1366), late 14th cenc. CG 1063.
Medieval grave 846 also contained an iron buckle 1296,

2465 Paten, pewrer. Complete excepe for rim. D: 103
mm to present edge. CG, Paradise, Medieval grave 846,
covering Chalice 2464; Final phase 79 (P.ph. 1366), late
1yth cent. CG 1064. Not illustraced: absence of rim
makes comparison impossible.

See comments to Chalice 2464. A circular marking in the
corrosion on the underside of the paten shows thac it
originally lay base down over the bowl of the chalice and in
close contact wich ic.

2466 Chalice, pewrer. Fragmenrary; only stem and
knop intact. CG, Paradise, Medieval grave 859, by right
elbow; Final phase 79 (P.ph. 1433), late 14th cene. CG

1120.

2467 Chalice, pewrer. Fragmentary and partly miss-
ing, only upper part of stem and knop inaact CG,
Paradise, Medieval grave 677, on chest; Final phase 79—
80 (P.ph. 954), late 14ch to mid 15¢h cent. CG 175.

2468 Chalice, pewrer. Fragmentary; bowl missing, but
profile of base and stem reconserucrable; note absence
of knop. CG, Paradise, Medieval grave 1137, on right
side of chest; Final phase 79-80 (P-ph. 996), late 14¢h to
mid 15th cent. CG 167.

2469 Chalice, pewrer. Fragmentary; foot missing:
stem and knop intacr, bowl crushed. CG, Paradise,

Medieval grave 799; Final phase 80 (P.ph. 1109), early ro
mid 15th cent. CG 1322.

2470 Chalice, pewrer. Fragmencary; bowl broken and
partly missing, stem and knop intact, foot broken but
reconstructable. H: ¢.106 mm. CG, Paradise, Medieval
grave 1140, with Paten 2471; Final phase 8o (P.ph.
1434), early to mid 15¢h cenc. CG 1052, 1054.

2471 Paten, pewter. Complete. D: 119 mm. CG,
Paradise, Medieval grave 1140, with Chalice 2470;
Final phase 80 (P-ph. 1434), early o mid 15ch cene. CG
1053.

2472 Chalice, pewter. Fragmentary; parts only of
bowl, scem, and foot presenc. CG, Medieval grave 776;
Final phase 70-82 (P-ph. 656), late 14th o early 16¢th
cent. CG 380. Not illuscrated, cf. 2475.

2473 Chalice, pewrer. Fragmencary; bowl and foor
broken but reconstructable, stem and knop incace. H:
c.112 mm. CG, Medieval grave 1139, on chest; Final
phase 79-82 (P.ph. 934), late 14th to early 16th cent.
CG 174.

2474 Chalice, pewter. Complece excepe for part of
footand part of rim of bowl. H: 103 mm. CG, Paradise,
Medieval grave 3, in cist, on left side of chest: Final
phase 79-82 (P.ph. 1943), late 14ch o early 16¢h cent.
CG 1008, 1045. Merallurgy, see above, PP 93—+

The stem of this chalice has been secrioned vertically to
investigate the method of construction. A cylindrical peg or
feeder castin one with che bowl was dghuly inserted inco the
hollow stem to give a purely mechanical, unsoldered Jjoint
(see above, p- 94)- The meallurgical sample was taken from
a V-shaped cutin the upper parc of the stem. above che knop.

2475 Chalice, pewter. Complete, but crushed and
broken. H: 116 mm. Remains of flaxen texdle pre-
served in corrosion products inside bowl (cf. Chalice
2464; for texdle, see 1027). CG, Paradise, Medieval
grave 1138; Final phase 81—2 (P.ph. 848), mid r5¢ch to
early 16¢h cent. CG 279.

2476 Chalice, pewter. Fragmenrary; only stem and
knop incact. CG, Paradise, Medieval grave 760; Final
phase 81-2 (P.ph. 1949), mid 15th o early 16¢h cent.
CG 369.

Medieval grave 760 also contained an iron buckle 1298,

2477 Chalice, pewrer. Fragmencary; bowl broken, part
of stem missing, foor broken. H: go mm(?). CG,
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PILGRIMS' BADGES 799

Paradise, Medieval grave 761, covered by Paten 2478; A circular marking visible in-places in the corrosion on the
Final phase 81—2 (P.ph. 1949), mid 15th to carly 16ch  undenside of the rim of the paten shows that the paten
cent. CG 371A. originally lay base down over the bowl of the chalice and in
close contact with it.

2478 Pacen, pewter. Complete buc broken. D: 106 )
mm. CG, Paradise, Medieval grave 761, covering 2479 Chalice, pewter. Fragmentary; only the knop,

Chalice 2477; Final phase 81-2 (P.ph. 1949), mid 15th rl'fe lower part of the stem and part of che foot present.
to carly 16th cent. CG 371B. CG, Trench XI/XVI, unstradfied. CG 2943.

s. PILGRIMS’ BADGES
BY BRIAN SPENCER

s a place with imporrant relics, like those of St. Swithun, Birinus, Grimbald, and St Judoc, Winchester
A.was a pilgrim cente with more than local appeal. Among the many hundreds of medieval pilgrim
souvenirs that have been found in England and abroad, however, none has yet been positively idendfied
with Winchester. Pewter badges presumed to depict St. Judoc have turned up at London, two of them, at
Baynard's Castle and Swan Lane, in late fourteenth- or early fifteench-century contexss, but these may
well have commemorated pilgrimages to anocher centre of the cult at Saint-Josse-sur-Mer (Pas de
Calais).

Most pilgrim signs narurally ended up ar the point from which their owner had set out on pilgrimage.
It is therefore not surprising thar reladvely few pilgrim badges have been found, for instance, at che
principal shrines of medieval England, Canterbury, and Walsingham, where both archaeological and
documentary evidence testify to the production of souvenirs on a very large scale indeed. What is
perhaps more puzzling is that in a town as large as medieval Winchester only four pilgrim signs should
have been found during the excavadons of 1961~71 and that none of these four should have been
connected with everyday English pilgrimages. On the other hand, random dredgings in the river mud ac
Bristol, for instance, or more partcularly ar Salisbury, have produced a crop of pilgrim signs from
Canterbury, Walsingham, Windsor, and other popular shrines.! It seems likely thac the watery spot
where the medieval inhabitants of Winchester habirually dropped their pilgrim signs as thank-offerings
for a safe journey has either been missed in the past or has yet to be located.

What can be said abour the four souvenirs from the Winchester excavations, however, is that they
provide impressive evidence of pilgrimages to far-off places. 2480, a pewter plaque, commemorates a
pilgrimage to a distanc French shrine. 2481, a scallop-shell pierced with sdtching holes, was the cherished
memento of a pilgrim who had been to the shrine of St. James at Compostela (Sandago, Spain). Involving
a long, arduous, and often dangerous journey, Compostela was reached only by the hardiest and most
devour English pilgrims. But it stood at the peak of most pilgrims’ ambitions, and the scallop of St James
was che best known and most widely respected of all pilgrim souvenirs. The third badge, 2482, made of
bone, also takes the form of a scallop-shell, but it is probably too crude 2 product to be regarded as an
‘official’ pilgrim badge. It may have been made and worn by someone who simply wished to demonstrace
his intendons or aspirations as a pilgrim. The fourth badge, the copper-alloy vernicle 2483, may well
have come from Rome. . '

! Barker, S. 1977 and Spencer forthcoming,



