
The following are in April 2014 the most detailed articles concerning English Pewter Porringers to be found.
After the published articles are some notes found in the PS Library files included here as likely by R F Michaelis
and previous librarians filed them attached to, or in with these articles.

ENGLISH PEWTER PORRINGERS- PART I 

Their evo lution over three hundred years BY RONALD F. lvfICI-IAELIS 

This series of articles is of major interest to all students and 
collectors oJ pewter in that it attempts, for the first lime, to 
classify all known types DJ English pewter porringers in a 
provisional chronological sequence. Mr. Michaelis is for
lUnate in having had access to many little-known collections 
of early London relics, and the fruits of his study of the 
specimens thus discovered are in four parts. Pewter collectors 
who may not buy "Apollo" regularly should place definite 
orders with newsagents, or the Publisher, for the copies 

The accurate dating of ea rly British porringers has not been 
easy in the past owing to the paucity of specimens available for 
inspection and comparison, and the lack of any useful literature 
on the subject. The writer had, however, taken the opportunity 
of examining and making notes from every available porringer 
in private collections and museums known to him. 

concerned, to ensure continuity 0/ delivery. 

THE notes from which this article has grown were compiled, 
originally, purely for the writer's personal information, but 
over a number of years so much useful knowledge accumu

lated that it was fel t to be to the benefit of all serious collectors 
and students of pewter that the fruits of s tudy be preserved in 
print. The context itself will necessa rily appeal mostly to those 
with a sympathetic interest in the s tudy or collection of English 

A further opportunity was recently given to inspect and 
record a selection of nearly twenty XVIth and XVIIth centu ry 
porringers in the Guildhall Museum, London. These are, 
unfortunately, not on general exhibit at present owing to lack of 
space, but every facility was extended by the Librarian and 
Curator, Mc. Adrian Oswald, F .S.A., in affording ready access 
to the pieces and their histo ry, so far as it was recorded. 

Most of the specimens had come from excavations within 
the City of London, and date from a time prior to the Great Fire 
in 1666. T he earliest type which can be definitely attributed to 
this country is that shown in two positions in Figs. I and 11. 

pewter, but, nevertheless, it is hoped that others, more concerned with 
the purely his torical, may find something of practical value herein, and 
that the title appearing at the head of this page will not convey the 
impression that the text holds noth ing of interest for them. 

In studying certain main features common to many types of porringers 
it occurred to the writer that some degree of accuracy could be attained 
in dating specimens, firstly, by body shapes, and, secondly, by the designs 
of the ears, or handles. 

In compiling such a survey, the first, and major, difficulties were to 
decide (I) where to begin, and (2) what to include within the term porringer. 

So far as date is concerned, the early XVIth century has here been 
selected as a starting point, although porringers of sorts were possibly, and 
even probably, used by the Romans in Britain and also by the later gen
erations of inhabitants of these isles in medieval times; such pieces would, 
however, be of extreme rarity and hardly come within the scope of the 
present study. 

To a pewter collector the term "porringer" generally conjures up the 
image of a vessel of somewhat flattish, circular formation, with deeply 
"booged" sides to the bowl, usually with one flat, fretted ear, set horizontally 
to the body, and a central "boss" in the base of the bowl. 

This type is the commonest of all pewter porringers; it is also a style 
frequently met with in si lver. In the latter metal, however, it is st range 
to note that it is seldom given the title of porringer. 

A well-known silver expert was recently shown a pewter porringer of 
this type and, upon being asked by what name such a piece wou ld be 
known to a si lver collector, replied immediately " A wine taster or cupping 
dish." In pursuing the matter further, the same authority was asked 
what-to him-was a porringer, to which he responded by producing a 
cup-shaped vessel with two vertica l handles, such as would be termed by 
a pewter collector a caudle-cup or posset-pot. 

It is probably quite true to say that porringers were, at times, used 
for all the purposes indicated by their various appe llations. 

From the definition given in Webster's Dictionary "posse t" is "a 
beverage of hot milk, curd led by some strong infusion as by ale, wine, etc., 
and often containing spices." In the Oxford Dictionary "cJudle" is 
defined as "a warm drink consisting of thin gruel, mixed with wine or ale, 
sweetened and spiced, given chiefly to sick people- especially women in 
child bed, also to their vis itors." 

It would seem, therefore, that there was little difference between a 
"caudle" and a "posset," and, by the same token, one may assllme that 
the same type o{ vessel would have been used for either. 

In Picton's Liverpool Municipal Records there is listed (in Chapter I, 
p. 153) "One Cawdell Cupp with a top" (1 634)· 

Webster's Dictionary defines a "posset. pot" as "a two-handled vessel 
used for making posset." (The ital ics are mine.) 

Porringers (as known to pewter collectors) were not normally with 
"tops" or lids, nor were they two-hand led, although, exceptionally, both 
lidded and two-cared porringers are known. These latter are mostly 
commemorative pieces of the William III or Queen Anne periods, and 
will be made the subject of a separate article. 

For the purposes of this su rvey the posset-pot, the caudle-cup, the 
toasting-cup and the Scottish quaich will also be ignored, and the writer 
will class under the generic term "porringer" all other small shallow bowled 
vessels, with either one or two ears. 

Whether they are, in fact, wine tasters, bleeding bowls (oC!en with 
gradation marks 10 show the quantity of blood "let") or porringers, is 
left to the imagination or whim of the reader. 
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Figs. I and I I. Adouble-eared porringer of XVIth 
century or earlier and (below) view of the base. 
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The: writer knows of four such pieces, in varying stages of con
dition due to their burial, and their very prevalence leads to the 
conclusion that they formed a definite type in common use. 

In the case of three of them, at least, the circumstances of 
finding-in a stratum of the earth which can be dated very c1osely
have left no doubt that they hail from a period before the end of 
the XVIth century. Other items, attributable to this period, 
found in or near the sites, have established their age to this extent. 

The metal of which these pieces arc made is somewhat softer 
and of poorer quality than that used later as a general rule; in 
no case has it been found with the fine .. pigeon's breast" 
efflorescent pOltination, known to collectors as "Nature's gilding." 
The oxide forming on this particular alloy tends to be of a grey 
powdery nature, and is fairly easily removed. 

The specimen shown at Figs. I and 11 is in a remarkably 
fine state of preservation and, in parts, sti ll displays the original 
"bloom" with which it left its maker's hands nearly 400 years 
ago. It was dug up in Finsbury Circus, London, and is one of 
the treasures of the Guildhall Museum to which reference has 
just been made. This piece measures 8~ ins. from tip to tip 
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Fig. Ill, Section of the bowl of the porringer in Fig. I 
(type la). 

Fig. IV, Marks found on porringers of bowl-type la. 

across the ears; the inside of the bowl being 5! ins. in diameter. 
The ears are cast in one piece with the bowl and are not later 
additions. The everted rim is strengthened by the moulded 
ridge shown in the sectional drawing at Fig. Ill. The centre of 
the base is raised and takes the form of the "boss" more familiar 
in rose-water dishes of the XVIIth century. This bossed centre 
is, in itself, an early feature; most pewter plates and dishes up 
to c. 1650 displayed this characteristic to a greater or lesser extent. 
Upon the upper surface of one ear is punched the monogram 
shown at Fig. IV(a). 

Another identical porringer, or two-eared dish, also at the 
Guildhall Museum, bears the device shown at Fig. IV(b) on one 
ear, in the same position. 

Little is known of the touch-marks in use during these early 
years, but the type of marks here rather indicates that they are 
more probably "house-marks" or "merchants' marks" of their 
one-time owners. 

A further identical piece, in the writer's collection, has what 
seems far more likely to be a touch on the underside of one ear, 
but this is only partly visible. What can be seen of it, however, 
is shown at Fig. IV(c). The latter porringer is, unfortunately, 
only about two-thirds complete; having been found in a badly 
corroded condition in the stream of t he Walbrook, running 
beneath the old Bank of England. The foregoing style of double
ea red porringer is, for the purposes of this chronology, designated 
body-style la. I 

Another very similar e:trly type has been classified as body
style 1b j this fo llows very closely all the main features of manu
facture and quality of metal, etc., of the former type, with the 
exception that the bowl does not display the "bossed" centre, 
being an unbroken curve from one side of the rim to the other. 

The on ly known specimen of this type was originally in the 
collection of the late Mr. A. B. Yeates, which he bequeathed 
(0 the Victoria and Albert Museum. 

The proportions of type Ib are slightly less than those of 
type la, being only 5} ins. across the bowl, and 81- ins. from tip 

Fig. V. Double-eared porringe r of type 2a. 

to tip of the ears. The ears themselves are a crude representation 
of a cinquefoil, and are classed as ear-type I b in the chart of 
ear-styles. There are no visible signs of a maker's mark. 

Type 2a (shown at Fig. V) is also two-ea red and, in many 
respects, is similar to the first and is also not unlike some Con
tinenta l examples, particu larly in the shape of the ear, which is 
a true trefoil or fleur-de-lys, as against the "embryo-trefoil" of 
type la. 

All aspects of the manufacture and quality of metal proclaim 
it to be slightly later than the former pieces, and one is tempted 
to ascribe it to the late XVIth or early XVIIth century. The 
trefoil ear has been used on other and later types of English 
porringers and this must be accepted as a true national feature, 
albeit rarely found. 

The bowl of type 2a is slightly deeper than in types l a and 
1b and is not bossed in the centre. A raised rim runs round 
the base upon which the vessel stands (see sectional drawing at 
Fig. VI). Only two of th is type are known to the writer, that 
illustrated being in the Guildhall Museum, and the other was 
recorded in detail in the personal notebook of the late A. B. 
Yeates. Although this laner (Yeates) specimen also has "fully
fledged" trefoil ears, there are slight variations between the ears 
of both pieces. The differences will be seen to advantage in the 
ear-type chart under the Nos. ear-types 2a and ::.:eb. 

Both these porringers bear touch-marks struck upon the 
centre of the base i that drawn at Fig. VII(a) being upon the 
Gui ldhall specimen, and, at Fig. VII (b), upon that noted by 
Mr. Yeates. 

The very types of touches indicate the early XV 11th century; 
as both these marks are unrecorded, there is little hope of being 
able to allocate them with safety to any known makers . 

The six-pointed star (or overlapping triangles) mark is not 
unlike that to be seen on a very early pillar salt at the Guildhatl 
Museum, which · the writer has provisionally dated as of the late 
XVIth century, the main difference, however, be ing the initial 
"A" within the star on the salt, against the letter "T" on the 
porringer. A fine early dish of c. 1640, with such a mark, is in 
the possession of Mr. Minchin, and another broad-rim dish of 
c. 1650, also bearing a s imilar mark, is in the writer's collection. 

The device at the top of the touch on the Guildhall porringer, 
somewhat like a figure 4 with a crossed tail, has been used fre
quently from medieval times up to about 100 years ago, both in 
this coun try and in Germany, and is thought to have had some 
trade significance, the exact nature of which escapes the writer. 
I t has been seen on early spoons and in various merchants' marks 
and trade-marks, with the figure 4 facing to either left or right. 
H ally reader has any suggestions to make on the possible origin 
or purpose of the motif, the writer, and others, will be grateful. 

Another porringer, of which type only one specimen is known, 
is classified as body-type 2b. The distinctive feature of this 
example is the thickened band of metal round the neck. The 
ears are cast in one piece with the body as in the former types. 
The ears (type ::.:ec), however, are very different, each being a very 
clear-cut representation of a fleur-de-lys of which the tips of the 
outer petals touch, and are soldered to, the rim. This piece is 
stated to have been found in London, and was presented to the 
London Museum in 191~. It is 8 ins. in diameter across the 
ears; the bowl diameter IS 4t ins. No maker's touch is visible, 
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the centre of the base, where the mark (if any) would have been, 
having been burnt away. 

Ri. VI. 

~ 
(a. ). (b). 

R~. VII. (Drawn aboul twice actual size.) 

Fig. VI. Section of the bowl of the porringer 
in Fig. V (type 23) . 

Fig. VII. Marks found on porringers of type 2:1. 

The period of the foregoing types oC double-cared porringers 
has been defined as well as may be, and dates of usage may be 
approximately stated to be: Body-types la and Ib from, say, 
1450 to 1600, and types 23 and 2b from c. J575 to J625. 

The writer is indebted to Mr. R. W. Symonds, of London, 
for bringing to his notice the following extract from a will of 1485 : 

.. . . . hem in puter dyschys, dobelers, saucers, j charger, 
aide metyll, j dousan nethe et di. pro pond ere, iijss. xjd." 

The "dobelers" to which reference is made might very con
ceivably have been Ihe "double-ears" of Ihe types just described. 

No other lypes of pewter porringers which can be safely 
aHributed la these early years have come 10 notice, and, for the 
present, it must be assumed that the sing le-ea red types did not 
come into prominence until a later date-probably c. 1625. 

1 A ch.art of body-s tyles. showing :Ill Ill:lin types of porringer bowls (in 
section), will be: incorporJttd in a for thcoming instalment. 
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CHART OF EAR-TYPES FOUND ON ENGLISH PEWTER PORRINGERS 
from the mid-XVrh to the late XVIIlth centuries. 

These drawings, made by the author from actual specimens of the various types of ears found on authentic English 
pewter porringers, include all the major types at present known to exist. Many of them arc found with very slight varia
tions from the drawn types, but these, although interesting from the point of view of the student who desires to carry the 
s tudy even further, would, in the author's opinioll, tcnd to confuse rather than help the reader at this s ta ge . Certain 
variations of type have, however, been noted where the differences arc significant-e.g., Nos. 21a, 2 1b, and 2 I C, and al so 
25a and 25b. 

As the succeedmg parts of this article are published, the attention of readers will be referred back to the types illustrated 
here. R.F.M. 



ENGLISH PEWTER PORRINGERS- PART II 

Their evolU[ion O\-er three hundred ye"rs 

DUE (0 the publication, in this issue of ApOLLO, of the 
chart of body-styles, rhere remains little space for further 
description of actual porringers. One early example, 

however, of the single-cared types is illustrated and commented 
upon below. 

The earliest of this group is a shallow, CUp-sh3ped vessel 
with bowl 41- ins. in diameter, with slight ly everted rim; the whole 
is 211.r ins. in depth, with a raised flange surrounding the base, 
forming a foot. This base flange is 2} ins. in diameter. 

This spec imen, which is illustrated at Fig. VI II, has a finely 
cast ear (type 3) in the form of a 14-1obed cockle shell. slightly 
cupped on the upper surface, made with a wedge-shaped thicken
ing of the metal at the point where it is fixed to the body of the 
vessel. The body has been lathe-turned in finishing, and con
centric marks, indicative of this process, are to be seen upon 
the base. 

BY RONALD F. MICHAELIS 

In a quantity of Roman and Romano-British pewter examined 
by the writer, however, no resemblance cou ld be traced, either 
in casting, method of manufacture or in the manner of the deposit 
of oxide, which on Roman pewter is of a very different nature 
from that on this specimen and on other pewter of the XVIrh 
century and later. T he corrosion on Roman pewter- where 
presel1l at all-is generally of a soft chalky nature, grey-greenish 
in colour, somewhat like that acquired by bronzes which have 
been buried for a like number of years, and where corrosion is 
still active. 

So satisfied was its present owner with his reactionary theory 
that he re-submiued the piece to the British Museum for con
siderat ion of the Assistant Keeper, Mr. J. W. Brailsford, who 
is well known as an authority on Roman antiquities, and he 
was able to say, without hesitation, that it was, in his opinion, 
definitely not of Roman origin. Ana lysis showed that the metal 

Fig. V lI1. Cup-shaped porringer of type III (note the thickening at fixture point of the ear). 

This porringer was dug up in London, from an excavated site 
in Cheaps ide and, until acquired by the author, formed part of a 
well-known collection of antiquities sold at allct ion in 1948. 

It had undoubtedly been buried for a considerable period, for 
its surface had been eaten away in part by corrosion and, in one 
section, the metal is no thicker than tinfoil. The ear itself 
and other parts of the body, however, are in as good condition as 
in the days the vessel was in use, except that they have acquired 
that fine patination, or /'Nature's gi lding," already referred to 
in Part I. T he late Howard H. Cotterell wrote at some length 
on this subject in ApOLLO Magazine for September, 1933· 

This piece was, in 1944, submiued by its former owner for 
examination and report to the curator of the Roman and Greek 
al1liquities sect ion of one of our prominent museums, and the 
opinion was given then that it was Roman of the firs t or second 
century. 

It should be stated at the outset that the present owner wou ld 
have been reluctant to dispute what had been said about this 
piece by such an authority without good reaSOll, but upon very 
careful comparison with other types no conclusion cou ld be 
formed other than that it was far more likely to be of early XVII th 
century date. 

The reasons for ascrib ing this to a period around c. 1625 and 
to an English maker are many and varied, and also are somewhat 
conjectural . 

It is a fact that this was dug up in England, and whilst this 
adds weight to the theory that it is English it is, of course, not 
conclusive. 

The type of ear is of a s tyle not usually associated with English 
pewter but is more commonly found on the continent-more 
particularly in France. The shell motif was also a feature used 
by the Romans. 

from which it was composed contained an unusuall y high pro
portion of tin, far greater than was used in Roman pewter. 

This result was most satisfactory, from the writer's point 
of view, and further corroboration was forthcoming later, when, 
at the London Museum, another specimen of the type came to 
light . 

The lauer vessel was in all respects identical wi th that just 
described, so far as body shape and measurements are concerned, 
but the ear on the second specimen is of plain, circu lar formation 
(see ear- type 4), affixed to the bowl by a th ickened wedge section 
of metal, in the same manner as the " shell" ear. T his ring ear, 
when viewed from above, is seen to be perfectly circular, but it 
is slightly flattened in section. 

This type of ear is known to exist on a two-handled pewter 
loving-cup, formerly in the Yeates coll ection, which its owner 
be lieved to be of the XVlth century. 

CHART OF BODY-T YPES OF ENGLISH PEWT ER 
PORRINGERS 

FROM THE MID-FI FTEENTH TO THE LATE EIGHTEENT H CENTURIES . 

The drawings in the accompanying charts have been made with 
black outline to show the varying thicknesses in the section of 
metal from which t he pieces are cast. In some cases the main 
features have been slightly exaggerated where it might, othe rwise, 
have been difficult to distinguish a difference in such small 
reproductions, but generally the drawings are truly executed and, 
combined with t he information printed alongside, should give the 
reader a good indication of the types of bowl with which ears 
of various styles (as per the chart in Part I) are found. 

(The drawings are between 1 and a actual s i zl~.) 
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TYPE la. Shallow bowl with central boss. Double-ears, of type 
la, cast in one piece with the body. Marks: As Fig. IV(a), 
(b) and (c). Diameter across bowl, 6 ins. to 61 ins. (excluding 
ears) (See Figs. I and Il). 

TYPE lb. As above, but without boss in centre. Double-ears, of 
type Ib, cast with body. Marks: None. Diameter, 5i ins. 
across bowl. XVlth century or earlier. 

TYPE Ila. Shallow bowl without boss, but with flange at base. 
Double-ears, of types 2a or 2b, cast in one piece with body. 
Marks: As Fig. VII(a) and (b). Diameter across bowl, 4n- ins. 
to 41 ins. (See Fig. V.) Mid-XVlth to early XVIlth century. 

TYPE lIb. Slightly deeper bowl than above, and thick collar to rim. 
Raised flange at base. Double-ears, of type 2C, cast in one piece 
with body. Marks: None. Diameter, 4f ins. across bowl. 
Mid to late XVlth century. 

TYPE Ill. Cup-shaped bowl with standing" flange at base. Single 
ear, of either types 3 or 4, cast separately and "burnt-on." Ear 
made with a thickened wedge-section at the fixture point. Marks: 
Unintelligible. Diameter of bowl, 41 ins. to 41 ins. (See 
Fig. VIII.) c. 1625. 

TYPE IVa. Shallow, tapering-sided bowl with small boss in centre. 
Single ear, of either types 8 or 10, cast separately. Marks: 
"E.W." and date 1642 (unrecorded). Diameter, 5f ins. "R.G." 
and date 1663 (unrecorded). Diameter, 5/6" ins. "I.C." and a 
Chess-pawn, in beaded circle. Diameter, 4f ins. (See Figs. 
IX(a) and X.) c. 1640-1660. 

TYPE IVb. Miniature porringer with tapering sides, and small boss 
in centre. Single ear, of type 5, cast separately. Bowl diameter, 
3i ins. Marks: "W.M." and Crescent, in beaded circle, No. 69 
on the London touchplate. Maker, probably Wm. Mabbott, 
London, c.1644-80. (See Figs. IX(b) and XVI(a).) c.1650. 

TYPE IVc. Very similar to above, but without boss. Single ear, of 
types 9, I I or 18, cast separately. Marks: Various, unintelligible, 
and also of John Kenton, London (Cott. No. 2720). Bowl 
diameter, 5 ins. to 5i ins. (See Figs. XI and XIl(a) and (b).) 
c. 1650-1675. 

TYPE IVd. With thickened collar to rim, otherwise very similar in 
formation ·to preceding types, but deeper in proportion. Small 
boss in centre of bowl. Single ear, of type 10, cast separately. 
Mark: "E.No" and (1) fledged arrow, in a beaded circle. No. 126 
on the London touch plate. Maker, probably Edward Newboult, 
London, c.1668 (Cott. No. 5810). Bowl diameter, si ins. 
Depth, 2 ins. c.1650-1670' 

TYPE IVe. Slightly raised centre to bowl, but quite distinct from 
the bossed-centre types. Single ear, of type 12, cast in one piece 
with the body. This is the only single-eared specimen with this 
formation known to the writer. Marks: None. Bowl diameter, 
4f ins. Depth, It ins. c. 1625-1640. 

TYPE Va. Similar to bowl type IVb, but with thickened, everted 
lip ; no boss in centre. Diameter of bowl, 31 ins. Single ear, 
of type 6, cast separately. Mark: "I.C." and blazing sun, in 
beaded circle. No. 179 on the London touchplate. This mark, 
although attributed to Joseph Colson, c. 1668 (Cott. No. 1057a), 
may have been used by his father, John Colson, c.1627-52. 
c. 1650. 

TYPE Vb. Somewhat similar in formation to type IVc, but with 
slightly everted lip, thinned off inside the rim. Single ear, of 
type 21C, cast separately. Marks: "I.C." in small beaded 
circle (unrecorded). Bowl diameter, 3t ins. c. 1660-1670• 
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TYPE Vc. Distinct from all previous and later types i the rim is strengthened 
by a thickened fiange and an everted rim (note sectional drawing) and, in 
addition, has a band of twisted rope-design ornamentation running round 
the top. A similar band of rope-design ornament forms the fiange upon 
which the vessel stands. Single ornamented ear, of type 17, cast separately. 
Marks: "W.M." and Crescent, in beaded circle. No. 69, L.T.P. Maker, 
probably Wm. Mabbott, London, c.1644-80. Bowl diameter, 51 ins. 
Depth, li ins. (See Figs. XI and XII(c).) c. 1650-1660. 

TYPE Vd. Deep cup-shaped bowl with steep, tapering sides, and flange at 
base. Bowl diameter, 3t ins. at top. Single ear, of type 21a (variation), 
or 22, cast separately. Two specimens of this type are known i on that 
with ear type 21a the fixture is by a crude, semi-circular "tongue/' or 
bracket, for additional strengthening i whereas on the other the fixture is 
by the thickened wedge-shaped section as on the specimen of type Ill, 
described earlier. Marks: On the first mentioned is the toucli of Edmund 
Harvey of York or Wigan (see note in text). The other has no discernible 
mark. (See Fig. XIV.) c.1670-1675. 

TYPE VI. Shallow curved-sided bowl, quite distinct from all other known 
types in pewter i fiat base. Diameter at top, 4k ins. A silver specimen is 
known with the date letter for 1658-59. Single ear, of type 12, cast sep
arately. (See note below.) Mark: "C.S." and fioral spray, in a beaded 
circle. No 22 on the London touch plate. Maker, probably Charles 
Sweeting, London, c. 1633-80 (Cott. No. 4600). (See Fig. XV.) c.1660-1670' 
Note: The only other instance of the use of this type ear is on the porringer, 
type IVe, where it is cast with the body. 

TYPE VIIa. Miniature porringer, with deeply "booged" sides, and, in other 
respects, similar to type VIIb (below). The metal of these specimens is 
very thin throughout. (i) Ear type 25b. Mark: "E.W." in small beaded 
circle (unrecorded). Bowl diameter, 2t ins. Depth, I in. (ii) Ear type 
26. Mark: Cast initials "C.H!' on reverse of ear (unrecorded). Bowl 
diameter, 2la- ins. Depth, I in. (See Figs. XVI and XVII) and (Hi) 
Ear type 25a. Mark: Cast initials tI C.R." on front of ear. Bowl 
diameter, 2t ins. Probably c.1650-70' 

TYPE VIIb. The commonest type of booge-porringer, with narrow, vertical 
(or slightly sloping) neck, and "gutter" in base, surrounding a central boss. 
Sizes vary from about 4 ins. to 6 ins. diam. Single ears, of types 13, 14, 
15, 16, 18, 19, 21a, 21C and 24 are found on this type. Marks: When found 
at all, the marks are usually upon the reverse of the ear, although, in some 
cases, marked on the face of ear and, more rarely, inside the bowl. (See 
Figs. XVIII, XIX and XX(a).} This type was in vogue from about 1675 
to c. 1760. 

TYPE VIIc. UBooged" sides of slightly different contour from above, but 
the main difference is in the wide concave band, or collar, at top. Single 
ear, of type 15 or 21b, cast separately. Marks: Touches of Henry Ham
merton, London, c.I707-40 (Cott. No. 2105), are upon the two 
specimens mentioned in the text. (See Fig. XX(b}.) c.I720. 

TYPE VIId. Booged sides, with gutter and boss in base, but note the incurved 
effect, and lack of a line of demarcation where the collar and body meet. 
This piece is. of uniformly thin metal throughout, including the ear, which 
is cast separately and soldered on. Single ear, of type 14. Made by Ash 
and Hutton, of Bristol, c. 1775, and was probably made for export to the 
U.S.A. Late XVIIIth century. 

TYPE VIlla. Booged sides, narrow collar and fiat base, the underside of 
which is inset above the level of the baage. There is a very thin flange at 
foot, surrounding the cavity, to form a secure stand. Bowl diameter, 
41 ins. at rim. Single ear, of type 23, cast separately, and "burnt-on." 
Mark: "W.B." in small beaded circle (unrecorded). (See Fig. XXI.) 
c. 1690-1695. 

TYPE VIIIb. Booged sides, narrow collar and fiat base, the inside level of 
which is below the level of the booge, and the flange at base is of normal 
proportions. (i) Single ear, of type 23, cast separately. Marks: "I.F." in 
diamond shaped lozenge (as Cott. No. 559I). (H) "T.L." and Fleur de Lys 
in shaped outline. Maker, possibly Thomas Lanyon, Bristol, c. 1715 
(Cott. No. 2843). Diameter of the first is 5i ins. and of the second 5 ins. 
across bowl. (See Fig. XXII) and (iii) Ear type 14. Mark: U C.B." 
inside bowl (as Cott. No. 5419). Bowl diameter, 5i ins. c. 1690-1715. 

TYPE VIIIc. Booged sides, etc., almost exactly as VIIIb, the main difference 
being the lack of fiange at foot. Single ear, of type 2Ia, cast separately, 
and "burnt-on." Mark: uT.B." in quatrefoil outline (unrecorded). 
Bowl diameter, 41 ins. at top. (See Fig. XXIII.) c. 17°°-1720. 

TYPE VIIId. Booged sides, narrow collar, and fiattish base, raised very 
slightly towards the centre, resting on a fiange at base. The rim, or collar, 
has a narrow engraved line running round· the outside top edge. Single 
ear, of type 2IC, cast separately, and "burnt-on." Marks: Four specimens 
of this type are known to the writer and none of them is marked. (See 
Figs. XXIV and XXV.) c. 1690-1720. 
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PORRINGERS- PART III 
Their evo lut ion over three hund red yea rs 

FOLLOWING closely upon the hee ls of the ClIp
shaped porringers with " shell" and "ring" ears, 
came those which might be termed "straight-sided" 

to distinguish them from the earlier curved- bowl types 
and from the later "booge" porringers. 

There are distinctive features separating these from 
each other within the same group, although a defin ite 
"family resemblance" can be traced through from c. 
1640 to c. 1675; this may be clearly seen from a glance 
at the chart of body styles, types IV and V. 

The earliest of these is thought to be the larger of 
the two examples illustrated at Fig. IX. This particular 
porringer, with central boss (type IVa) is in the possession 
of Capt. A. V. Sutherland Gracme, of London. It 
bears upon the underside of the base, in the centre, a 
touch containing the initials " E.W." and date 1642 in a 
beaded circle; included in the touch is :t dev ice 
which appears to be a handcuff, similar to that 
adopted in the touchmark of Robert L ock (Cotterell 
No. 2976). 

The date "1642" does not, necessa rily, refer 
to the year in which the porringe r was made, but 
to the date upon which the maker had leave from 
the Pewterers ' Company to st rike his touch and 
open shop on his own account, after having obtained 
his freedom . 

This porringer was dug up in London, near lhe 
Strand, and was in all probability made by a London 
pewterer, but one whose touch is not recorded on any 
of the existing touchplates preserved by the Company. 

T ouchplates bearing marks of master pewterers oper
ating before the Great Fire of London were lost in that 
conflagration, and those pewterers who survived, and 
continued to operate after the fire, were required to 
re-strike their touches on a new touch plate brought 
into use in 1667-68. 

The porringer itself has undoubted ly been exposed to heat 
before buria l, and bears a scar of molten metal wh ich may be 
clearly seen in the photograph. It is therefore conceivable that 
the vessel was a casualty of the G reat Fire. (The circular mark, 
similar to a touch, to be seen on the ear of th is· po rringer is not 
a touch, but a previous owner's "housemark. If) 

One other a lmost identic.'1l porringer, with a similar ea r, is 
owned by Mr. Melvyn H . Rollason, of Wolverhampton, and is 
shown in Fig. X. Mr. Rollason's specimen has the touch placed 
in the same position as in the former piece; the make r, however, 
is "R.G.," and his touch contains the date 1663. T his mark is 
unrecorded, and the pewterer, also, is unknown, but here again the 
date refers probably to the opening of the l11:1ker :1nd, therefore, to 
the earliest date in which this part icular piece wou ld have been 
made . It seems safe, however, to a ttribute the type to the period 
1640-1665. 

Anothe r porringer with this type of bowl but with only a frag
ment of its original ear still extant is in the possession of the Guildhall 
Museum. T he Guildha ll specimen bears the touch shown in 

Fig. X. Another porringer of type IVa. Maker, "R.G.," 
dated 1663. 

8r 
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Fig. IX. Porringers of types IVa and IVb. 
(Le/t) by ··E.W.'· dated 1642. (Rig.\t) by 

William Mabbolt, London, c. 1650. 

Cotterell under the N o. 59 17, and conta ins the initia ls "C.S." 
(This mark is referred to later in connect ion with a porringer of 
type V!.) 

Comparison of the ear fragment with oth ers more complete has 
enabled the writer to ascertain that it was of ear-type 10. 

A porringer of type IVb, contemporary with that above, is 
shown alongside type IVa in Fig. IX. T his small porringer is 
practically the S;lme in outline as its companion, but is only 3i in. 
in dia meter across the bowl ;lnd is one of three known specimens 
of the type. 

All three bear the touch containing the initials "W.M." and a 
crescent, in a beaded circle (No. 6g on the first L ondon touch plate), 
now known to have been restruck by W illiam Mabbott (COlt. 
No. 3029), who became free in 1636 and opened shop in 1644-45. 

This pewterer no doubt had a long history of porringer making, 
for we find th;lt part of his apprenticeship was se rved with one 
J;lmes Jones (Con. No. 2656), who was, himself, known to be a 
porringer maker. (William Mabbott was a lso the maker of the 
un ique porringer shown in Figs. X I and XII (c) referred to later.) 

As does its large r companion, this small porringer be;lrs a 
distinct scar, caused by the metal from the rim having melted and 
run down into " blobs." One is again tempted to conjecture that 
this disfigurement is a direct result of exposure to the ravages of 
the G rea t Fire. All one can say with certainty is that this piece 
was dug up in London, on the site of the fire . 

T wo examples of the following type (IVc) are shown in Figs. 
XI (a) and (b) and XII (a) and (b) . T hese are identical in body 
style with type IV,\, with the exception th:lt no boss appe;lrs in 
the bowl. 

This type seems to have been made during the period from 
c. 1650 to 1675 ; for the second of the illustrated specimens is by 
John Kenton, who d id not obta in his freedom until the latter date. 
The two specimens shown are 5 in. and 5:+ in. respective ly across 
the bowl. The first carries a rare type of ear, similar to that fou nd 
on silver eX;l mples of c. 1656-60, and the second has an ear with 
embossed cast design depicting two dolphins supporting a shield 
(see e;lr-type 18). (T his ear appears again on a porringer of body 
type VII b, made by an unknown pewterer who may have been 
H enry Sewdley (Cot!. No. 4 193), and if so then lhis latter piece 
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(of type VIIb) could not have been made earlier than 1706, in 
which year Henry Sewdley obtained his freedom.) 

One may draw the conclusion that "H.S." later came into 
possession of John Kenton's porringer-ear mould and used castings 
from it long after the original owner. The passing on, or loaning, 
of moulds was not uncommon in those days when the moulds 
were costly items. 

At this point it is appropriate to m~ke reference ,to a speCime!l, 
with bowl-type lVe and ear-type 9, In the collection housed 11l 

the National Museum of Science and Art, in Dublin. 

of pewter porringers being made in Ireland as early as the mid
XVIIth century, but there arc sufficient records to show that large 
quantities of pewter were imported :lS early as 1557 and by the 
middle of the XVIII th century the quantity amounted to as much 
as eight or nine tons monthly. 

Type lVd claims individual mention by virtue of the thickened 
band which encircles the rim. Ear-type 10 is found on the only 
known specimen of the rype at the Victoria and Albert Museum. 

Type Va is a unique style of porringer, similar to type lVc 
but with the addition of an everted rim. One specimen only, with 

Fig. XI (from left to right). (a) and (b) Porringers of type IVc, c. 1650-75. (c) Type Vc, a unique porringer, by Wm. 
Mabbott, c. 1650-60. 

(Below) Fig. XII. Showing bases and ear fixin g of the porringers in Fig. X I. 

This vessel is, as stated, similar in bowl type to those just 
described, but differs in the type of ear with which it is adorned. 

The ear design is very similar to that shown as ear-type 8 but 
has an extension of the top and the inclusion of a semi-circular 
incision for hanging the vessel. A fact worthy of particular mention 
is the addition of circular rings, known as gradation marks, engraved 
round the inside of the bowl of the Dublin specimen. This piece 
is, in fact, a bleeding-bowl, or blood-porringer, and the marks are 
there to assess the amount of blood "let" from the patient. 

This is the earliest specimen in pewter of a true blood-porringer 
known to the writer. The term has been loosely used ' by some 
writers in the past, but may be quite safely adopted here for this, 
or any other, type where these gradation marks appear. , 

One tends to wonder whether the Dublin specimen is of early 
Irish manufacture or was an importation from Engla nd. 

The evidence all points to the latter, for there are no records 

bowl diameter of 3 ~ in., is known. The maker is ]oseph Colson 
(COH. No. 1057a), who opened shop in 1670, and is known to have 
operated until c. 1680. The ear on this piece is also unique, so far 
as pewter is concerned, and is shown in the drawings as ear-type 6. 

Little need be said about type Vb other than to remark on the 
rim, which, as may be seen from the sectional drawing, is slightly 
everted. The ear found on this specimen is of type 21C and the 
maker's touch, containing the initials "I.C." in a beaded circle, is 
unrecorded. There is a possibility that the mark may be an alter
native touch of ]oseph Colson, or may relate to his father, John 
Colson, a pewterer who is not mentioned in Cotterell's Old PelVter, 
Its Makers and Marks, but one whom can now be disclosed was 
made free on the 9th May, 1627; opened shop on 8th October, 
1629, and is mentioned in London Company records up to c. 1668. 

T ype Vc (shown in Figs. XI (c) and XII (c» is, aga in, ftat
bottomed, and also has an everted rim but with a difference. It 
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Fig. XIII. Section of bowl 
of type Vc showing the double 

everted rim ;'lnd decoration. 

has the addition of a second projecting flange, upon which is ca'st 
a "running-cable" ornamemation, which is absolutely unlike any 
decoration known on a porringer of this (or any other ) kind (see 
sectional drawing, Fig. XIII). 

On the base is a further band of " cable" ornJlllcntation, forming 
a Range upon which the vessel stands. It is worth recording that 
this lalter ring of cable design has the rope strands twisted in the 
opposite direction of that on the rim. 

The maker is the William Mabbott whose touch appears on the 
three small porringers of type IVb described earlier. 

One may judge that the everted rims on this and the former 
types followed the plain rims in types IV (a, b and c) and, thus, 
this porringer would be a later production of "W.M.," who is 
known to have worked until his death in 1680. 

The ear is of type 17 i a cast, embossed design depicting a 
youthfu l, maidenly face surmounting an invened heart-shaped 
canouche which, in the present case, has been used to display the 
original owners' initials "Ill, set in the formation shown. 

It was not unusua l, at this period, for ownersh ip to be thus 

Fig. XIV. Tapering cup-shaped bowl of type Vd with 
ear of type 21a, c. 1675. 

indicated: it has been proved that the initial at the topmost point 
of the triangle represented the surname, and that the others stood 
for the Christian names of the husband and wife. 

We now come to another rare straight-s ided porringer (see 
Fig. XIV), which is a fine specimen in the Rollason collect ion. 

This vesse l is deeper in proportion to its rim diameter than 
any of the former types. It is 3k in. across the bowl, and 1 k in. 
in height to the lip. . 

This porringer was illustrated and described in an article by 
the late H. H. Cotterell (published posthumously) in ApOLLO 
Magazine for March, 1939. 

He suggested its possible date as c. 1700 owing to the fact that 
it bears upon the reverse of the ear the small circular "bird and 
E.H." mark which he had attributed to Edmund Harvey, of York 
(COlt. No. 2185), who was thought 10 have flourished between the 
years 1700 and 1750. Later information to hand, however, discloses 
that a pewterer of this name was Master of the \Vigan Pewterers' 
Guild in 1676, and is mentioned in Wigan local records as early 
as 1653. It is quite reasonable to assume, therefore, that the touch 
given (by Cotterell) to Edmund Harvey, of York, relates either to 
Edmund Harvey, of Wigan, or to quite a different person with 
these initials. 

An earlier date for this maker is suggested by the fact that, also 
in the RoUason collect ion, there is a flagon of c. 1670, and in the 
possession of Mr. J. C. Fenton, of Leeds, a salt of c. 1680, both 
bearing this tOll ch. 

The writer prefers n dnte nearer 1670 for the porringer in 
quest ion, and bases his attribut ion on other factors, chief among 
which is the sty le of ear fixture. It may be seen c1enrly from the 
illustration that a th ickened "bracket" of metal below the ear 

Fig. xv. 
Type VI. 
A unique 
piece of 

c.1660-7°. 

(a). Full 
View, 

showing 
ea r of 

type 12. 

(b) Side 
View, 

showing 
base, and 

ear 
fixture. 

assists in fixing the latter secu rely to the body. In all the former 
types, from III to Vc. the ear is made with a thickened "wedge
shaped" widening of the metal at the point of juncture, and it is 
only from c. 1675 onwards that the point ed "V"-shaped tongue 
or bracket begins to come into use. The ear formation of this 
pnrticular porringer is of transitional type, and quite unlike any 
method used later. Another porringer of this identical form. 
though with ear-type 22, is in the Victoria and Albert 
Museum. 

An entirely different type of porringer body has now to be 
considered (see Fig. XV) . This has been classified by the writer 
as body-type VI, but, in chronological sequence, it is probable that 
it should hnve come earlier. The piece illustrated is in the Guild
hall Museum collection and, so far as is known, is unique in pewter. 
It bears upon the base a touch con taining the initials "C.S." (COlt. 
No. 5917), which mny reasonably have belonged to one Charles 
Sweeting. Four pewterers of this nnme are recorded i the most 
well known be ing he who became free in J633. H e is known to 
have operated up to c. 1682, and to have been a pewterer of some 
substance, having hnd at least 12 apprentices bound to him during 
this period. 

The other three freemen of the same name entered the Yeomanry 
of the Company in 1685, 1688 and 1716 respectively, and can, 
therefore, be ignored in this connection. 

The touch in question certainly belonged to a pre-Fire of 
London maker, and was restruck (No. 22) on the first of the existing 
touch plates, c. 1668. 

To endeavour to date this porringer by its touch alone would 
have been impossible, but by good fortune the writer was able to 
trace a silver eX:l mple of the same type at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, bearing the silver date letter for the year 1658-59. 
Allowing that a short interval might conceivably have separated 
the production of a pewter example from its progenitor in silver, 
it seems reason:lble to give to our pewter specimen a date c. 1670 
or earlier. The ear (of type 12) is known on only one other pewter 
porringer. This other piece is of a style quite distinct from 



type VI and may well be one of the earliest single-ca red 
porringers extant to-day. The porringer is peculiar for the fact 
that the car is cast in one piece with the body. 

The shape of this unusual piece may be seen in body:"type IVe 
in the chart of styles. It will be observed that it is deeper in 
proportion to its lip diameter than its fellows in this group, and 
that the base, instead of being quite flat, embodies a slight pyramidal 
effect. The fact of the ear being cast with the body is looked upon 
as an ea rly feature, following closely upon the hee ls of the double
eared spec imens made in this way. 

Only one specimen of this type is known to the writer, and this 
is in the possession of the London Museum. It is 4k in. diameter 
cross the bowl, I} in. deep, and measures 7J in. to the tip of the ear. 

lVe have been forlllnate in receiving from Miss A. lV. Richardson 
information gleaned from a XVI Ith cerltury inventory and other sources 
that "dobelers" and its variaTlls were large dishes or c!iargers; in 
Part I of English Pewler Porringers (ApOLLO, July, 1949) it was 
suggesred that "dobelers" might be a corruption of "double-ear." 

Miss Richardson writes: 
"In the English Dialect Society's 'Glossary of words used in 

Holderness, East Riding of Yorks.' (Toubner &- Co., 1877) 'dubbler' is 
described as 'a large dish.' In an inventory (1658) of the goods of 
Roberl Auby, draper of Selby, are appraised, among other things, 
'IS puter dubleres, 10 salsares ... ,2 plates, 2 porenggres, 2 saltes 
••. ,2 pinte potes, I possit boule.' It does not appear that 'dubleres' 
were either 'porenggres' or 'possi! boules,' nor were 'salsares' salts. 

"As there are no 'neat' or service dishes mentioned, might not 
these be the 'dubleres'? Confirmation of this theory seems to be for th
coming from the fact thar Robert Auby's son, Callisthenes, had entered 
in his own inventory of goods (1691) '15 pewter dishes, ... 6 pewter 
porringers.' These IS pewter dishes may have been identical with 
Robert Auby's '15 puter dubleres.' 

"But what were the 'salsares'? Were they a kind of deep saucer 
or fruit bowl? 

"In the lVill of Elizabeth Lund (p. 108, vol. 47, 'Selby Wills,' 
Yorks Arch. Soc.) reference is made to 'onc great pllter dubeler, two 
lilleU puter dubelers ." 

"In the lVill of Cuthberl Sauntlerson (p. 143 ibid) occurs 'a woo(1 
dubler.' Presumably a dish twice the size of Cl trencher or wooden 
plate." 

Mr. Michaelis writes: 
"There seems little doubt that the 'dobelers,' 'dllbblers' or 'dubeleres' 

were, in fact, large dishes or chargers, and 'salsares' was a variant 
spelling of 'saucers,' a term applied to the deep, narrow rimmed plates 
or small dishes, rather like the modern soup plates, which pewter 
collectors to-day call 'saucer dishes.' 

"The Oxford New English Dictionary gives :-Saucer, sawsesere, 
sauscyre, salser, and ocher variants as 'a dish or deep plate in which salt 
or sauces were placed upon the table.' The /irst reference given is 
c. 1340. Bailey's Dictionary, 1728-42,gives sawcer, 'a little dish to hold 
sauce,' and there is no doubt that the name derives from the 'Smvcery,' 
i.e. the department of the hOllsehohl efllrusted wilh the preparation of 
sauces. I have in my possession the original marriage irzvemory of 
Ann Tresser, wife of John Somner (the son of lVilliam Somner, the 
Antiquary of Canterbury), made i" July, 1669, in which occurs, inter 
alia, 'Item two pewler dishes . .. , one pye plate, eighteen trellcher 
plates, foure sawcers, one long pewter dishe, one pewter poltenger and 
one beere pewter pOll . .. .' This gives yet another variation of each 
of the words 'saucer' and 'porringer.' " 
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Thcir cl'o lution over three hundred yea rs 

FROM 1675 onwards the ruling style of pewter porringer bowl 
was that with n narrow, vertical rim, or collar, and deeply 
booged s ides to the body. There arc at least eight mnjor 

variat ions of this bowl-type, and they have been classified here 
under the main body-types VII and VIII , subdivided in to m inor 
groups (a), (b), (c) and (cl). 

T ype VII covers those with bossed centre and flat "gutte r" in 
base; and type VIII those with flat (or nearly fbt) bases. 

T here are one or two except ions wherein type VII can possib ly 
be dat~d sl ightly earlier than 1675, and these will be pointed out 
as we proceed. 

T ype VlI:t includes the minia ture "baoge porr ingers" of app rox
imately 2~ in. d iameter across the bowl, and is one of the exceptions 
of date to which reference is made. 

It is difficult to suggest, wi th certain ty, the precise usage to 
which so small a vesse l was subjected, but it is thought that its 
function was most likely to have been that of a wine-taster. T here 
is the poss ibility, however, that it was made solely as a toy . Pewter 
toys, in the form of small cups, p lates, chalices and colanders, 
obviously of the XVIIth century, have been retrieved from excava
tions where building is in progress, and from the river bed, from 
time to time. Both the London and the Guildhall Museums have 
authenticated examples in their possession. 

The small porringer, illust rated at Fig. XVI, is only 2 1;1 in. 
in bowl diameter, and is shown, for comparison, alongside a straight
sided specimen of type IVb, which is, itself, only 3 ~ in. in diameter 
across the bowl. Both the illustrated examples are from the Guild
hall Museum collection. 

This miniature booge porringer, which bears an ear of lype 26, 
incorporates the very rare feature of a cast-ill maker 's mark, COIl
sisting of the initial letters "C.H." on the underside of the e:l. r, 
close to the "rat-tail," or conical formation, which may be seen 
in the phologr:l.ph at Fig. XV I or, perhaps more clearly, in the line 
drawing at Fig. XVI I. 

II is with this type that the lin k between the "straight-sided" and 
the " booged" porringers can be traced. The miniature porringer 
(of type VIIa) has the almost imperceptible booge which developed 
far more prominently in type VIIb and later. 

The example in the Guildhall Museum, to which reference is 
made above, has the narrow collar which is an outstanding feature 
of types VII and VI II, but the type is also known withou t this collar, 
but, nevertheless, with the "gutter" and bossed centre . The latter 
va riation appears on a porringer with ear-type 25a, showing the 
dots, or "pearls," cast on the face, which a lso has the cast-in initials 
"c.R." surmounted by a star j this cipher appears on the front 
surface. 

Whether the initials refer to "Carolus Rex," or to the name of 
the maker, is a matter for conjecture. 

The m in iature in question is 2t in. in bowl diameter, and upon 
the boss, in raised cast decorat ion, is a finely executed Tudor-rose 
design. This decoration seems to clinch the question of usage of 
the vesse l as a wine-taster for, obv iously (quite apart from the 
small size) , the uneven surface occasioned by the design would 1I0t 
be suitable for the base of a vessel from wh ich food-however 
thin-is required to be spooned. 

This piece is in a private collect ion. 

Fig. XVII 
(left)· 

Showing 
back of e:l. r 

(type 26) 
with cast- in 

maker's mark 
"C.H.," and 

conical 
strengthenin g 
piece,c.1660. 
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Fig. XVI. (Top) Porringers of types IVb and V lIa, and 
(below) Showing base view of the same porringers. 

At the Guildhall Museum is another porringer of type VIIa, 
with bowl of 2 ~ in. diameter, with collar as the first mentioned, 
but with an ear of Iype 25b; the ear having a flat-topped oval 
esclltcheon on the front, in place of the init ials which appear on 
the former piece. In all other respects, however, the ear is alm ost 
identical. 

T he latter porringer bears a touch (unrecorded in Con erell), 
conta ining the initia ls "E.W." in a small, unbeaded circle, on the 
reverse of the ear. One wonders if there is any possible connection 
between th is pewterer and the "E.W." who struck his touch on 
Capt. Sutherland Graeme's spec imen (o f type IVa). 

The date of these miniatures has been put, provisionally, as 
c. r650 -70. 

Fig. XVIII. Showing the ((gutter". and boss in base 
of a porringer of type V II (standlllg), and a normal 

porringer of lype VIIb . 
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Fig. XIX. A very rare lype (bowl-type VIIb) with gadrooning 
and cast decoration, c. 1710. 

Type VIIb, shown in the illustrations at Figs. XV III and XX(i), 
is the commonest of all porringer types, and examples similar to 
those in the former illustration may be found in the collecl ions of 
most pewter connoisseurs. 

In size the bowl varies from about 4 in . to 6 in. in lip diameter : 
ears of types 13, 14, 15, 16, IS, 19, 21a, 2lC and 24 have been found 
upon it. The most common being ear-type 21a. 

The distinctive feature of a ll porringers coming within this group 
is the "gutter" which runs round the base, surrounding the raised 
boss, and forming a secure surface upon which the vessel may be 
stood upon the table. 

It was the general pract ice for these porringers to be hung face 
to the wall by a hole at the top of the ear and, consequently, it was 
the reverse of the ear that met the eye when the vessel was not in 
use. This fact seems to have been realised by some makers, who 
adopted the practice of reversing the ears, so that the better surface, 
with clearer and cleaner fret-cuts, would face outwards in the hanging 
position. Ear types 13 and 14 were morc frequent ly treated in 
this way. 

To "run on with pa le" was to solder the parts together with 
inferior (and more fusible) metal. 

The above extract from the Company records gives us an early 
instance of the use of the term "booge porringer" besides furnishing 
an imeresting s idelight on the subject in general. 

Capt. Sutherland Graeme has in his collection a porringer, 
actually made by this pewterer (type VIlb, with ear of type 21a), 
with the ear "run on with pale," and it can be safely cited as an 
early instance of the use of both body and ear types, besides being 
a concrete example of one of the misdemeanours of an otherwise 
reputable pewterer. 

For those who wish to appreciate the fine differences and 
variations of the succeeding types it will be necessary to study the 
sectiona l drawings which accompany Part Il, for the general outlines 
of all curved booge porringers may appear somewhat similar at a 
casua l glance. 

Before proceeding to consider variant types particular attention 
is drawn to the porringer (of type VIIb) shown at Fig. XIX. The 
diagonal fluting, or "gadrooning," cast round the body is a rare 
feat'Ure, found occasionally on pewter loving cups, posset pots and 
tankards of the Queen Anne period, but most unusual on a pewter 
porringer. 

The specimen illustrated is from the Yeates collection, and 
passed, upon his death, to the Victoria and Albert Museum, in 
whose possession it now remains. 

The bowl is 51- in. in diameter, and it is adorned with an ear 
of type 13 (reversed). The touch of John Quick (CotL, No. 3807) 
appears on the underside of the ear. John Quick struck this touch 
on the London touch-plate (No. 591) on the 17th November, 170{. 

Another type of ."bossed," single-ea red booge porringer, from 
the writer's collection, is that shown in the illustration at Fig. XX, 
in company with a normal specimen of type VIIb. 

The wide lip-rim, which is its distinctive feature, may be seen 
to advantage in comparison with its fellow. 

The ear on this specimen is of type 21b, and upon the underside 

Fig. XX. Side view of (i) porringer of lype VIIb and (ii) of type VIlc. 

Type VIIb can be said to have reigned for over 100 years, for 
the ea rliest known example of the type is c. t670, and the same 
pattern was still be ing produced by Bristol makers up to at least 
1780, although at that time mainly for export to the United States. 

Whilst dealing wit h this type it may be as well to digress for a 
moment to consider how the ears were normally fixed to the body. 

Mr. Ralph Englefield, the last remaining working freeman of 
the London Pewterers' Company, whose firm, Messrs. Englefields 
(London) Ltd., are the successors to a sequence of pewter businesses 
from c. 1700, has confirmed that porringer ears are, even to-day, 
"burned-on," i.e., the handle mould being held flush against the 
outer side of the bowl, and the molten metal poured into it wh ilst 
in that position, fusing into a perfect joint. 

Abunda nt evidence of this method of fixing can be seen inside 
the bowls of most pewter porringers when examined closely. 

The roughened surface on the inside of the bowl, at the juncture 
point, was caused by the pressure of the wel "stopping rag" held 
here to prevent the melting away of the metal from the body. 

It was, in fact, an edict of the Company that porringer ears 
should be so fixed, and there is a case on record of one John Pettiver 
(Cott., No. 3639), who, on 22nd October, 1681, was summoned 
before the Court of the Pewterers' Company "for having the ears 
of his booge porringers run on with pale." He promised to burn 
the ears on in future. 

h;'ls been struck the large touch of Henry H ammerton (COlt., No. 
2105), who obta ined his freedom in 1706, and d ied in 1741. 

This piece is probably c. 1720. 
Another specimen of the same type is in the collection of Mr. 

C. C. Minchin, of Reading i the ear on the latter vessel, however, 
is of type 14. The maker of Mr. Minchin's porringer is also Henry 
Hammerton, but it bears, instead, his small touch as appearing on 
the touch-plate, No. 642. 

Type V IId, of which no photograph is ava ilable, is unlike any 
other type of English porringer, and as only two specimens are 
known to the writer it is difficult to come to any definite conclusions 
in relation to it. The reader should be able to obtain a mental 
picture of the type from the sectional drawings in Part 11. 

For some time the on ly specimen kno.wn to the writer was in 
the London Museum. It bears the touch of its makers-Ash 
and HUllon, of Bristol-stamped on the underside of the ear, 
and thus it is possible to say that it was made around the year 
1775, at which date this partnership was known to have been 
operating. It is also known that they exported pewterware to 
America at a time when the usage of the metal was fast on the 
decline in this country. The incurved effect and absence of the 
pronounced collar allhe rim are decidedly un-English: furthermore 
the poor quality and the thin section of the metal wh ich go to the 
making of the London Museum specimen are unlikely to have been 

100 



~~?-f}.l.~ T L , 

ENGLISH PEWTER 

1[1;;' ;;1(,7'f!"",,~-f"-R~ t- ( , 1::~ (& 
~12.e./}~h'- -~ ~ 

PORR I NGERS 

Fig. XXI. Flat-based porringer, type 
VIlla, with ear of type 23. c. 16g0. 

tolerated by the home market, which had come to expect much better 
workmanship. 

The ear with which it is adorned is of type 14; this, tOO, is of 
such thin section that it is unlikely to have lasted for any great 
length of time with normal usage. 

From these deductions it seemed evident that this W:lS a definite 
export type of the late XVIIIth century. This conclusion was 
upset recently, however, when, at the Salisbury, South Wilts. and 
BJackmore Museum, al Sa lisbury, a further specimen of the type 
was found. The latter specimen is, however, of good quality 
metal and workmansh ip, well up to the best English tradition and, 
furthermore. it bears a touch which, although unrecorded, is fairly 
certainly an alternative mark of the maker whose larger touch is 
shown by Conerell under the No. 5871 in his "Old Pewter, its 
Makers and Marks." This is a small beaded circle containing a 
double-headed spread eagle, flanked on either side by the initials 
"W.P.". Cotterell asc ribes a date c. 1700-1740 to this pewterer, 

"'('le- ~'r-~ rI;..~-IF.-= 
.cp-.' 0 e eo- ~ 
-F # 7' l) "'':j: S :J:; Ii"e 

fi,' l'k «/ 6 t:!f6:J 

-:- C S-'!J~' / ....L . I • 

Two porringers, type VII lb . 

but does not suggest his provenance; in his "Bristol and West 
Country Pewterers:' published in 1918, however, he remarks on 
the frequency of certain devices appearing in West Country tOllches, 
as follows:-

"In considering those marks which are here illustrated, certain 
conclusions will force themselves upon the minds of all but the 
casual observer. 

"First is the prevalence of certain devices in the makers' chief 
touches. I refer especially to the Fleur-de-lys, tile Spread Eagle, 
and the Agnus Dei. So much is this the case that one is tempted, 
in the case of an unknown mark, to hazard the opinion that pieces 
\\'hereon they occur are of West Country origin . . . " 

Thus, failing the discovery of any further examples with known 
marks, it seems safe to attribute the type to Bristol or the vicinity. 

The Salisbury Museum specimen is s j in . diam. in the bowl, and 
it displays an ear of type 14 (Crescents and Crosses), with the usual 
"V" br:lcket commonly found on "booge porringers." 

Type VIII:l is known in only 
one porringer in the possession 
of Mr. C. A. Peal, of Norwich 
(see Fig. XXI). This is a really 
practical shape, having the body 
strengthened by gradual thick
ening of the metal towards the 
base rim, where it is most 
likely to receive the greatest 
wear. T his piece bears the far 
from common car of type 23. 

This ear also appears on two 
porringers (of body-type VIIIb) 
in the collect ion of Mr. F. 

::T'Yaeger, of Wimbledon. 
Both of Mr. aeger's por

ringers are shown in Fig. XXII, 
each in a different position, so 
that all features of the type may 
be seen. The standing piece 
shows the detai ls of the ear 
design, and the inverted speci
men disp lays the flat base with 
flange and-most important
the transitional type of ear 
fixture, which is a feature of 
both these and Mr. Peal's 
specimen, above. 

T 

Fig. XXIII . Back view, showing maker's 
mark, of a porringer of type VU Ic. 

Fig. XXIV. Full view of bowl-type VI I Id, with 
ear of type :uc. 

The main differences between 
the two types being, in type 
VIlla, the metal of the booge 
projects below the leve l of the flat 
base, forming a thickened ridge 
upon which the vessel may stand, 
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Fig. XXV. S ide view of porringer in Fig. XXIV, 

and, in type VIIlb, the thickened section of metal is taken up 
illside the bowl; the base thus forming a s light dep ression which 
can be seen only from the ins ide. Both types hnve an additiona l 
ring of metal at the base to form a foot. 

As indicated previous ly, the thi ckening of the metal of the ear, 
where it meets the body, may be taken, gener:llly, as an indication 
of manufacture before 1675, and certain ly not lat er than 1690 in 
isolated cases. The cars on both ty pes VIlla and VIIlb thicken 
up at lhe fixture point but, in addition, show the beginning of the 
development of the "V" shaped tongue which is practically a 
standard featu re of later types. 

Onc may date both these types, with s:1fety, at not later than 
1 6g0-1 695· 

Figure XXIII shows the back view of anot her unusual Aat-based 
porringer (type V II Ic), frol11 the collect ion of Mr. C. C. Minchin. 
This piece is very s imilar to types VIlla and VIIIb so far as th e 
thickening of the booge sect ion is conce rned, but the main difference 
may be seen when comparing the drawings of both types. The 

, 
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Fig. XXVI. Sect ional drawing of double-ea red porringer of 
type IX, with hollow base rim. 

unders ide of the ba£e, which will be seen from the photog raph, is 
quite fla t, and the thicken ing of metal where the booge finishes is 
apparent only from the inside, and it has no ring of metal for a foot, 
as have the previous specimens. 

The ear is a variation of type 21a, and as may be seen carries the 
unrecord ed touch of "T.B.," an unknown pewterer. 

The probable date of this piece is c. 1700. 
T ype VIIId is another variatio:1 of the Aat-bottomed types. 

with a raised flange at the base, and it varies from its fellows in the 
shape of the booge, and again in that the base, instead of being 
quite flat. is very slightly convex in formation. 

The illustrations of this type (Figs. XX IV and XXV) show a 
spec imen a t the National Museum of Science and Art, in D ublin . 

Four examples of the type are known to Ihe writer; that already 
mentioned in Dublin. another at the London Museum, anothe r in 
the collection of Mr. E . Richmond Paton, of Killllarnock, and the 
last in the aut hor's possession. On none of th em is there any trace 
of a touch mark, but all bear the ear of type 21C. The period of 
this type is probably c. 1690-1710. 

The foregoing notes have dea lt with practically all variat ions 
of porringer body styles; th ere are, however, two further examples 
to wh ich the reader's attention is directed, but which do not seem 
to fi t into any of the preced ing groups. 

The sectional drawin g at Fig. XXVI shows a porringe r of body 
not unlike those of types IV and V, but with a large hollow foot 
which raises the bowl about a half-inch from the table level. 

T his foot is an addition to the original casting, and the piece 
as it now stands may we ll have been an experimental example and 
not representative of a defi nit e type. For convenience of listing 
it has been classified as body lype IX. 

T wo ears of type 7 are fixed at opposite points, the method of 

Fig. XXVII. A " puzzle piece," 3} in . diameter. 

attachment being idem ica l with that adopted on all sep:l.fate1y cast 
ears p rior to 1670. 

This unusual example was orig inally in the collection of the late 
A. B. Yeates, and is now in the Victoria and Albert Museum. 

Its d iameter across the bowl is 6~ in. and it is 2 ~ in . in depth 
(including the hollow foot). 

There are signs of a maker's touch upon the unde rside of the 
base, but litt le can be elucidated from il. Without marked or dated 
specimcns of s imilnr formation for comparison it is impossible to 
assign 10 it a da te, with any certainty, but in the writer's opin ion 
it is not earlier than 1650 and not later than 1675. The fretted 
design of t he ears (type 7) may be compared with those shown as 
ear-types 11 and 12, which were almost certainly in use about the 
middle or third q uarter of the XVIIth century. 

Lastly, a defi nite "puzzle piece" is shown in the photograph 
at Fig. XXVII. Th is has been brought within the confi nes of this 
art icle on porringers solely bccause the writer is unable to assig n 
to it any other function. It is sl ightl y flattish in format ion; cast 
in two sections, joined in the centre. 

At both top and bottom is a sha llow raised ridge; that at the 
base serving the purpose of a foot, and that at the top a rim round 
the ci rcular opening. It is 2J in . high by 3~· in. diameter; the 
open in g being only 2 in . across. 

The ear (type 27) , set at an angle of 40 degrees to the body, 
has the thickened wedge- fo rmation at the junctu re point; it also 
has all s igns of having been "burned-on" in the manner described 
ea rlier. Compare this ear with type 5. 

This unusua l piece was orig ina lly acquired by the late Chas. 
G. J. Port from excavations on the s it e of the old Newgate Market 
in London. Mr. Port illustrated and described the vessel in an 
a rticle entitled "Some unusu;tl Pieces of Pewter, Part I," in the 
Connoisseur for April, 1917, and asked for suggestions as to its 
possible usage: no useful information was forthcomin g, however, 
and it is doubtful if he ever satisfied himself on the point. There 
is no doubt in the mind of the writer that it is a porringer, and 
that it is English of the m id-XV 11th century. 

It is now in the possess ion of the Victoria and Albert Museum. 
With the "booge porringers" of types VII and V III the story of 

Eng lish pewter porringers has now been brought up to the third 
quarter of the XVl IIth centu ry, by which time their use in Ihis 
country seems to have been discon tinued. 

There is yet another class of porringer which cannot be ignored, 
however, in any treatise which aspires to completeness. 

Reference is made to the pewter commemorative porringers of 
the years between the beginning of the reigns of William III and 
Mary, and the end of that of Queen Anne. These porringers form 
a distinct class of their own, but, so that the present writings shall 
not reach unmanageable proportions, will be made the subject of 
a separate article . 

In conclusion, the writer desires to pass grateful acknowledg
ments and thanks to the authorities of the museums mentioned, 
and to many private collectors, for their ready and willing ass ista nce 
in supplying deta ils or photogr;tp hs of their p ieces, and to the Editor 
of ApOLLO for sparing so much space for this series. T o those 
whose treasu res have not received special mention I crave their 
indu lgence. 
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Some fUrther examples, aot described in the series of 
articles in "Apollo" Magazine for J uly, August, September 
and October, 1949. 

Sinoe the publioation of the various parts of my major 
porr inger article a few additional types have oome to ~ notice . 

These are speoimens with, r,e maps, only minor differenoes 
but, for the sake of oompleteness, I hlwe thought it best to 
olassify them as they appear, and to add them to the list for 
f'l.1"ture reference. 

(1). First of these is a deep cup-shaped bowl type. in which I 
see a very olose resemblanoe in what I originally classed as type ~ 
III. 

The main difference here is that instead of the small ring 
at the base, the new specimen has a deep hollow foot. and only on 
one other porringer (of type IX, with two ears) has this been 
noticed. 

The original hollow footed speoimen I dated at not later 
than c. 1675, but there are mucn later features about th0 new 
piece which enabl~o put it at about 1690 ot the~abouts. 

The principle late feattu'Ss being the ear fixture, whioh 
is of the normal "V" type. and an ea:!.' of a more well-lmown form, 

(i.e. of type 21c.); this ear type is found on five known porringers 
•. %Xlm~~~rotD:nXl(j£Q:.DlriJwfp:D:m,~ all of these are 
~disputably English. 

There are no makers markS on the new specimen, but there is 
no doubt in my own mind that it, also, is English. 

(2) The seoond of the new types is a very olose relative to ~fJY 
type VIlla. In this case, however, the base difference is the 
I!l8iu feature. Whereas the base in the originally shown speoimen 
was quite flat and with no projeoting base rim. this pieoe has what 
appears at first si&nt to be a flat diso added to the base whioh 
t>reaks the oontinuous line of the profile. 

The ear fixture is the wide "V", and the ear i tsel! of the 
embossed "Grown" type (~e 19). 

This ear type, in Eneland, has no:rrnally appeared on porringers 
of date 0.1725 or later, but is more frequently found in the United 
states. My oontention has been that when appearing on En81ish 
speoimens, the probability is that they were export examples rather 
them normal English pieoes. 

In this IQ rtiotllar case, however, the maker t s mark HE . TH • 
(Cotterell No.5969) plac s the porringer much earlier than 1725 
beoause the only known uses to whioh the mark has been ~ 
~ut is on Stuart flat-lidded tankards. It seems safe to put the 
date of this porringer at 0.1680-90. . Thus ante-dating my previous 
knowledge of the ear type by 25 years o:r-~. 

(oontinued ) 
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(3) Lastly we have another of the booged body types, whose 
differenoes are far less marked than on the previous ey..amples, 
but, nevertheless, I feel that it is a type worth classifYing 
on its own. Its closest oounterpart is that of my type VlIlb. 
but it has the very unusual feature of a band of reediD6 round 
the base of the 'booge'. I have ruwar previously come across 
reeding in this na nner on any porringer, either oontinental or 
English. 

There is no doubt of the present example being English , for 
it b&ars the touch of "O.B"in a shaped outline. This mark 1.5 
found on flat-liddp.d tankards, and on baluster measures of 'bud' 
thurabpieoe type , thus of <!ete from 0.1690 to, pe:!'haps , 1.720. 

Construotion of the body is rather heavier than on most 
booged porringers, and it is probabably one of the most well-made 
specimens I have ever seen. The ear is of tn>e 14. 

Only one other matter renains, and this is a oonfession that 
one example of ear type shown in my oriBinal ohart is that ef a 
repaired and altered ear, and ~.t should be deleted b.'om reoerd. 

If one glanoe s at ear types 2lb. and ~ 22, a similarity will 
be seen~ Particularly in the lower half of ~he design. 

What has happened is that the example 2lb. had been broken oft 
at the oentre, and some olevar repairer had. added what he thought 
must be the oorrect top seotion, obviouslj oopyiag the top of the 
more 11 mlliar type 21a. Uo,lijuL;::ggU. 

When Mr. M1nohin aoquired a oomplete speeirneft of a porri Eer 
with ear o~ type 22 and 'I'Ie oomparod th rn, :!.t was obvious what had 
happened. I immediately out out the offending top seotion and 
cast, from his speoimen ... a new pieoe whioh has now beEln fitted. aF.! 
will be seen. 

There is some oonfirmntion in my theory, in.1that both m;\' own 
and Mr. Minchin 's speoimen are 0' the same type, with wide 00110.1' 
and both are made by Henry Hammerton. So tar -the only known mal!!! r 
of this type . . tAw. -f-1J Lt..L--> ~ b--~..IJ.~ 1'7. j~ 

JL ~ ~~, ~ .J..w<- ~.t.-t ~ -Dv qIt . 
J~, rMtfl/~t- , .. - . t . 
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Referenoes to porr ingers in Weloh's "History of the Pewterers' Coy . 

Vol. 1. p .188 • 
13 Maroh 1556/57 

"No ,person (of the Company) shall from henoeforth make or oause 
t o be made any Eare Bisshes fflower delios (fleurs de lis) or any 
other mann~r of Eares exoept suohe eares be oast in the mowlde 
together w. the body of suoh disshes so made and not to be sothered 
(soldered ) to the body as heretofore they have done; and whosoever 
doth make any suoh disshes oontrary to this article shall paye and 
forfeit, for every dgsyn dishes so made and therof being oonviot, 
the sum of ii j ~ 11i j . without favor." 

/ 1561/62, 18th . Deoember. (Weloh 1. 228) 

"It was agre!~ that where Raphe Newes oweth unto William Readman 
the sum of iij •• iv~ and Vj~ (£3. 4 . 6d .) in money and xxxviij lli 
fynne mettall it is agreed that the same Raphe should worke unto the """ 
Readman wekely ij dosen of Earedasers • • • • untill the said debt 
be paid." 
tWeloh suggests that Earemasers were probabl y the 8I!Iall round shallow 
pans or porri ngers with two broad flat handles or ears extendi ng 
from the rim on opposide sides). 

1571/72. (Weloh 1. 271) 

"It was reported to a Court (on lOth. Deoember) that tlBre were 
seized from the shop of one John ffowel , haberdasher , some pewter 
vessels "of fflaunders making" .(i.e. poor foreign quality) whioh 
included "three smale pewter Tasters, two smale Pottingers" . 

1586/87. (Weloh 1. 296) 

/" X~~ 
At a Court (on 10th. May) a oontrowrsy was heard between James 

Mathers and Lawrenoe Wright, in whioh it transpired that Lawrenoe 
Wright owes James xl} in money. James, in turn, was oommanded to 
restore to his master the "godderd mold , a ohapnet mold and a eare 
mold for the Godderd" • 

p.?'l.-"u" 
(N .B. A godderd was p:ro.bab'l;y what we now know as a :posset pot or t , 
(caudle cup. From the F:It! noh Godet, a drinking oup). ..w...~;:;:;: 

I~S, ~ 12th. July. (Weloh lI. 22) ft..:. 

• 

On this day Anthony Taylor was oommi tted to Ward for that "ther was 
found eare dyshes of his makynge fyve graynes worse then fyne , and 
also oast ware at x graynes worse then IJK saye". 

1595/96, 15th. July. (Weloh II. 22 ) 

I t was reoorded that Humphrey Weetwood had oonspired with Thomas 
Cowes "to make eare dysshes, beakers and godderdes of gobbetes of 
false mettall iiij graynes worse than laye". They were punished 
by imprisonment, and upon release Humphrey Weetwood was ordered to 
bring in his touch to have it altered to one with a double f (ff). 

On the 8th. November is the entry "Rs . off Thomas Cowes ffor that 
he prooured Humphrey Weetwood to make hyme porrengers, beakers and 
godderdes worse then laye, being found,rold in the oountry to the 
gread dysoredyt of the oytty" Fined r. . (£10). J,...L 

(N.B. The mention of "eare dysshes" in the first~ "porrengers" in 
the seoond peferenee «Do~ , olearly shows that these were syno~ous 
terms) • 
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Extracts frOl:l Wel ch t s "Hi stog of the Pewterer s t OOY." PBBe 2. 

1605/06 , 21st. November. (Wel . II. 49) . 

"I tem . Seazed of i 3 pOrr.YBger s 01' James J oanes vi 1j grayaes worse 
then t he saye" - - Fined v~ . 

16' 2/13. 27th. FebX\\ary. (Wel . n . 63) . 

on this day it was reported that several parcel s o:t "Try1'fles" 
wore "sized" (i . e . a praised), inoluding the following :-

CAUDLE POTS Weight per dozed 

Cawdle Potts w1th joynts 
" " wi th rinse 

PORRINGERS 

Greate ea:rnd porri ngers • • • • • • • 5 Iba . p.w~(N 
Greate :tl ower de luoe • • • • • • 8 
Srnale " " " 5 • • • • • 
The three leate gras se oare • • • • • 7 
Great e rlnge • • • • • • • • 8 
nrl.ddle • • • • • • • • 6 
SI!Iale • • • • • • • • 5 

GODDARDS 

Greate goddards with dolphin eare • • • • 
Smale 
Upright goddard 
smal e upright 
Round goddard 

l 614L15 1 26th. Ootober. (lIel . II. 72) 

"Receaved of John Goodwin for a ftyne for selling i3 doseft of 
porringers under the rate agreed upon" f1ned 111js . 1i1jd . (3s . 4d.) 

1659/60 · ~ On the 19th. January Simon Fisher, "hose blood porringers were 
defaoed "being fou d at 4 graynes" (worse than fine ) , waB cautioned . 

1668/69 , 1l:.th.=.;....::::::;1'O=h:..:,. --"(:.;.;W..::;e.::.l.:-=I::,I,;. • ...:1:,:::3:.!,L7 ) 

In the matter ot Thomas Coopftr "his porell6ers aDd Saoers at 4 gTS. 
aad 3 grs . (worse than. tine) . ne pleaded an acoident which ye Court 
"ere apt to believe by reason some of the board testifies that they 
knew he himself Break at least 20 dozen after they were wrought " 

(N. B. Thomas Cooper was apprentioed to Charles Sweeting (4600). 
John Kenton apprentioed to Thomas Oooper. ) 

1673/ 74 . ( .0' . II . l47 et seg .) 

on April 14th . a new table was fixed tor the "assizes" at various 
desoriptions or wares , the weiBbts being as follows :-

PORRENGERS 

Great pints , eaoh dozen 91bs., small pints, eaoh doz . 7t I bs • . 
Bosso , six si zes var.Y1ng in weight , eaoh doz . fro~ 7 lbs . to 2 lbs . 
Ordinary bl ood porringers , eaoh doz . It Iba . ( .z 'J ' .u..-J.. ......u( ·"t:.~;· ) 
Gu1nney (? basins ), each doz . 3t lbs . ..---i "I .,.,...-- . f,...; 
Great Corded, ~iddle , small , eaoh doz . respectively , 9 lbs ; 8 1bsJ . -

and 6* Ibs. 



1 

Extracts _:from Wel ch's "History of the Pewterers' Coy . " page 3. 

1680/ 81 , 22nd. Septe~ber . (Wel . 11. 155 ) . 

"J ohn Pettiver was summened f or havi ng the ears of his booge porringers run on with pale, and promised to burn the ears on for the future . n 

(N. B. John Petti ver was apprentioed to Edward Newbolt . ) 
1698/99. (We!. lI . 170 ) 

"Joseph Colson desired (on 12th. Ootober) to have two dozen of p orrengers whi ch the Master and Wardens last year seized at one Osborn's , a brazier. in Knaves' Aore, for being made of defeoti ve mettl e" . 

NOTE . 

GODDARD . (Godderd , Godarde and other variants) . 
Oxford Dictionary . A drinking cup (obsolete) . 
Quotati on of date 1444 , given in Cripp's O.E. Plate (1876) . p .2l6 . " i j liti1 ~asers oa11ed Godardes, covered" 

1654. :from Gaydon 'Pleas . Notes' . "A Goddard. or .Hummer . or lusty 
bowle" 

1882 , Al\.tiquarian & Bibliographioal Diotionary . p . 293 · "Drinking Cups are called in some parts, and espeoia1ly i n Anglesey . goddards to the present day" 

COUNTERFEIT (and other spellings) . 
Oxford Diotionary . "Made to a pattern; fashioned; wrought . (obsoleteX~ 
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