John Jewsbury & Co and their relevance to "old pewter" collectors.

"Old John" Jewsbury had started in business in 1884 in the Sandpits area of
Birmingham. A typical small firm John Jewsbury & Co made brass doorknobs
and cabinet handles like many another small brassware business.

Being able to supply Morris & Newton a prominent furnishing firm led to an
increased range of door fittings, cornice poles, stair rods and fittings suitable
for the larger hotels.

From Sandpits then to Broad Street central to the brassware trade. Here in a
factory with an office, and various processing rooms the business progressed.

Early he recognised that marketing his products in London was essential and
first he and then his son "Young John" travelled there securing orders for large
quantities of brass cabinet handles.

Old John died in 1903 aged 59 following an accident at a Turkish baths. He left
the business shared between his wife and eldest son Samuel. Young John was
however the driving force and Samuel was years later bought out.

By 1910 they were producing antique reproductions. Scottish Claymores and
targes were an early reproduction success.

The Pewterware was made to look old by being dented when shaken in a
barrel. This pewterware was likely passed off as genuine. There were a number
of complaints at the time from collectors likely concerning this firm but likely
there were others.

In 1911 the firm became John Jewsbury & Co. Ltd and they had a London
showroom at 4, Windmill Street, Tottenham Court Road, telephone Museum
4583. Thus in the heart of London this Birmingham Brassware maker also
offered Pewterware which as the catalogue shows was finished in such a way
as to be like old pewter.

In 1914 the business purchased a factory site in Western Road Birmingham for
£6300, a huge amount of money then in 1914 for a factory site. The Great War
saw John Jewsbury & co Itd as serious manufacturers of copper ammunition



boxes, serious repairers of shell containers, and producers of charger clips for
small arms, employing numbers of men at different sites.

After the war they failed with alarm clocks but succeeded with faux money
boxes resembling leather bound books which they sold around the world, and
even nut crackers resembling women's legs sold well in America.

To expand in the mid 1930s they took over the remains , designs and customer
base of the failed Pearson & Page Ltd which became Pearson Page, Jewsbury
& Co Ltd.

Even then there were still at least two full pages of "old" pewter in their mainly
brassware catalogues.

The firm expanded again into larger premises in Witton, successful enough to
keep the old premises and site and let it out.

With the war and all brass reserved for military work they succeeded again
with the production of frames for gas masks, ammunition boxes, and
substantial quantities of brass castings for the Army and Navy.

In the 1950s PPJ used the branding "Peerage" for its successful ranges of
reproduction antiques and furnishing accessories.

In the 1960s the firm employed 500 people and offered more than 1000
products. It also floated its shares on the stock exchange but was then a
takeover target being swallowed by Ferguson Holdings under whose
ownership it did not flourish.

So of the various candidates John Jewsbury & Co Ltd most fits the bill for the
firm that the Society of Pewter Collectors was worried about even up to
Michaelis's time in the later 1950s.

In fact we can see how worried Ron Michaelis was by the number of letters he
wrote to them which is shown in a section following from the catalogues and
price lists. Indeed some of the rubbings Michaelis made show some of the
marks he recorded, which concerned him.

This article only shows what it has found, there is very little evidence
remaining anywhere. Certainly not in Birmingham and product catalogues are



rare. Many of the details given here are a précis taken from 2005 articles in a
Birmingham based publication where elderly members of the Jewsbury family
related their history to an interested writer.

They made brassware and pewterware and made it look "old". They were
substantial manufacturers. They had London showrooms and were well
established in London trade.

It is not known what marks they used before the Pearson Page set up.
Websites who mention them state that their wares were often unmarked. No
marks exist to show how John Jewsbury & Co; or and Co Ltd; marked their
wares if indeed they ever did. In those days of business markings used were
often those of the retailer or wholesale distributor at their stipulation when
ordering.

This matter of marks is significant to the level of deception intended.
Englefields had their Crown Rose which we assume they used though we do
not know if the used it on the Townsend & Compton production from the
original moulds. The NR was likely from Robert Normansell Ltd (and Norseman
Ware), though this is not yet proved. However no marks at all and what chance
is there of identifying the maker?
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John Jetosbury & Co.
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BRASSFOUNDERS,
~——-SOHO WORKS,

Western Road, Spring Hill,

IRMINGHAM.
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NORTHERN MOTOR MASCOTS. Telephone :
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PRICE LIST FOR
Reproductions of Antique

Pewter Ware

CATALOGUE

3

J. J. & Co.
LTD.




No.
P 6494

P 6624
P 9629
P 7387
P 7408
P 7583
P 7776
P 8162
P 8270

P 8336
P 8380
P 8638
P 8657
P 8791
P 8792

P 8810

P 8611

P 8826

P 8903

P 9024

P 9027

P 6110

P 9452

P 9321

10548

: P 10751
d P 10795
- 10808
10834

10913

10943

10946

10947

10355

10956

P 10958

10959

| 10961

¢

Price List.

DescripTiON.

Candlesticks
Candlestick

Lo Podder Canillestoh
Candlestick

"

Inkstand
Tea Caddy
Spoon
Quaitch
Box
Placque
Tea Caddy
Spoon

Placque

Quaif ..
Candlestick
Casket ..
Candlestick
Spoon .. s
Thimble Full ..
Tea Caddy
Candlestick
Tappit Hen
Bowl

Jug

Plate

Box

"

Porringer

Plate 7

Prices.
21/~ pair
53 - pair
=0
£15
84/~ .,
26/- ,,
28/~
80/~ each
49/
3)‘1_ "
==,
O
30/~ ,
32/- doz.
43/ each
6/
=
A
32/~ doz.
4/~
70/~ each
60.1"_ ,-
(=
48/~ pair
51/-each
33/~ pair
42/~
8 —each
46 ,,
35/~ ,,
60/~ pair
62/— each
13-
54/~
23~
21/~
24/~ .,
16/~ ,,
16/~ ,,
=




DEscRiPTION.

Plate 9"
Box

Jug - I
Jug, with lid 73"

L1 ” " 5"

A SRR
A e

i ey BE 5N
,» without Iid 78" ..
. o s S

= Loy Al
; o o
.. e
Plate 62" :

e

e | 7

w A

|

Vﬁse ..
Candlestick .. 7
Chamber Candlestick
Bowl '
Mustard

Dredger

Sugar

Jug

Bowl

Vﬂse

Plate

Jug

Jug

Jug ..

Candlestick

Chamber Candlestick
Inkﬁtﬂnd

Toba.::ca Jar

Plate

Bowl
Ashtray

27/-
23—
16/~
14/-

8/~

16/~ .
9~ .,

17/~
26—
26—

27/~ pair
17/—each

19/~
19/-

"

=

"

16/~

a

—

iy e "




No. DESCRIPTION, Prices,

11332  Bowl .. 7 A o i 25 s s .. 20/-cach
11344  Tankard 1 Pt - = o - 5 - .. 60~
11344 " I Q. = X ) = .. = .. B4~
11345 Communion Jug = G i = s S x 80-
11346 Harvesters' Measures Gill .. - e ., X .o 22/~
”» 5 1 Pe. a me bobiaita s o AR
" " - 1 Q. R = e R 1T
11376 Inkbox— Plain i o s = e i < 8=
with crest .. . i - o o .. 83-
11383  Ashtray s i i it i 0 i ST
11411 Alms Dish .. - o . It e o w 4= .,
11435 Serviette Ring o . > o oo BE e o
11452 Box Large i S = i s | A
- o Cedar lined .. .. -, .. o e I T
% - Small .. & s e o s 5 - = s
T 5 Cedar lined .. . - - - - R )=
11458  Box i % i i 2 o a0~
o = Cedar lined .. e o s e = o Ol=
11493  Tappit Hen .. - N . - o L SN[ e T
11494 Jue s Tk e % B o = i .. 54/~
11495  Salv .. ) o 5 = - A - = S/
11496  Tankard 45 s i AR A 2 e o 1T-
11497  Candlestick .. 2 S - e o o o =
11498 i o o o o =S e & T =
11493  Comport S e ai s 2 - 2 .. 18~
11500  Chamber Candlestick - oy = -, s .. 12

11508  Snuff Box 9/- with crest without crest s .. 1/—each
11509 S e v + .. . B T
11510 T rn e ey + i ,, o sl =
11511 LI 1 T < 3 . - LTS
L A ) SRR e
11551 Jug T W s 3 i o 2% 2% v B
11552 Dutch Pat .. 5 - o) - o 8 L1 ~
11555 Quaif .. 5 i o i T | et 4 e Bl=
11614  Sugar Dredger = i i - = v 30
11615  Salt  Laree .. K A5 = o o i .o 17~
o o Small .. A - s s o s e 1070 5,
11616  Quait .. o L. o ” o = . .. 1=
11617 Egg Cup .- .- .s i i . . . i
11618  Salt .. o e o a5 o iz o .« 10/6: .,
11619  Sugar Dredger S S e T e o e T
TIG20 NN Sy IEO I i e e AT K,
11621 Communion Cup .. e i) - .. .. .o 4o~

ar
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No. DESCRIPTION. Prices.

11624  Quaif, one handle Large, 28/- medium, 21/8 small, 16/~ each
v . two handles . 33/ . 266 s
11625  Ashiray : A T A 3 2 i e B
11626 Bowl .. o ot = s A% s o B 138
11627 s . o - N .. - e . .. 130/~
11628  Jug, with lid 4 o = o 2 42 .. 60/~
- without hd .. . . =, e A .oo44-
11676 Communion Gablet Ve o e o L G BB o
11686 Jug 1 quartern e o i 5 - e wrd TR
& pint .. - .. . B o v .. 1B~
| pint .. 2 = = ik 5 A el 33—
11690  Jug . o > 14 e - 4, - SR < LI
11811  Tankard e A o i B 2 2 o AR
11830 Large Snuft Box o .. o i o = S | U,
11830  Small Snuff Box o o .. o < 53 sy 8= G
11831  Soup Spoon .. 1 s e o s S g =
11832  Inkstand 2 o ™ A N Py X .. 68-
11840  Mustard Spoon i 2 i s s v o 18 &
11843 Stirrup Cup = o o o P o) .. 18-,
11855 Caddy Spoon .. 5 Py = o T e o R
11890  Candlestick .. v i o e o = e LY
11901 Bowl .. e L ' .. o " A oo 18-
11930 Bowl .. A e 45 =t = A i = A8E
11937  Tunny Measures £ quartern .. .. e = PR &
| quartern o o o s T I R
4 pint .. a5 o G o L | F
| pmt .. o= . - e P |
11944 Pepper pirs e s s o e A .o 6=
11945 Salt .. s N, " A 1 » .. .. 18,
11952 Bowl .. s X i “s o ne 7 .o 18~
11967 Inkstand a o s B o B g ke
11968 Large Bowl .. 5 % i s S A o %0~ .
11969 Inkstand i e 0 S as i o .o 42— s
11970 Inkstand g i, L . - - 2 . 2=
11973 Inkbox— Plain .. 22 i i e i oo B/
with crest o - o 5 o bl
12005 Vase .. 2 i e o = el o .o 42/,
12006  Vase .. o s o e s e .. 54/~
12007 Vase .. L 5 - o 2, e b5 ... =~
12610 Vase .. s = i a0 = =0 i e D
12013  Coblet X, P - &) % o - o A=
12087  Jug .. o e % i i = 5 i
12091 Inkstand, top diameter 3" .. s o v i N b
12091 n ! = 1 - - ! o .. 16/~ .



11343 11345 11676
Stirrup Cup Communion Juc. Communiony CoBLET.
Height 8" Height 11" Height 10"

1\21010 IVZiJCG
ASE. ASE.
Height 93" Height 9

Cg 1 11690
MPORT.
Height 51" Jue.

Height 71

11968
Bowr.,
6" 94" Diam.
P 9629

e LARGE Pricker CANDLESTICK.
Height 182"



11967 12091 11969 11970

INKSTAND. INksTAND, INksTAND. INKSTAND.
Height, 21" Top Diam., 3" and 4" Height, 4" Height, 4"
2 sizes.

11832
INKSTAND.
1':; e 55_"

11945 11435
PEPPER AND SALT. ServierTE Ring,
Height, 5" 1# Diam.
11830
Snurr Box.
Large Ehd

Sralll oo 20

L/

12013 11840 11831

CiOnLET. MusTarn Sroox. Soup Spoon.
Height 48" Length 34" Length 63

L Qin, 1 Qtﬂ. 4 Pt.

Ser oF Tunny MEASURES.
11937

11890
CANDLESTICK. 5 ! . CANDLFSTICK.
" Height 83" il Height 8
11686 12087
Juc. Jua.
1Qm. $Pt. 1P Height 4"
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« HOMEMAKER ” PEWTER WARE

Old English pewter has a fascination
all of its own. It always has had and
so it will continue. Many collectors
are very proud of the pieces they have
about the place. They locok good ;
they make the place look good. How
they dote upon them ; how they love
to share the joy of possession with

No. 17535 4}in. No. 17526 _6in. those privileged to behold their

-&t
collections. It arouses a kind of

pardonable envy in the onlooker. No. 17387 7in. No. 17532 8in.

1"

“Homemaker Reproduction
Pewter is of such exceilence as to-have —
created a class all of its town, To see
them apart you could not tell these
reproductions from the antiques ; the
old from the not so old. The reason
is not far to seek.

The old moulds froem which
No. 19524 6fin. No. 17534 7in. ‘* Homemaker ' pewter is cast just
breathe antiquity. These fine re-
productions have in themselves the
merit of ‘‘collector pieces' ! Use
them to make worthy additions or to
start your own collection now ! Ask
your old friend what he thinks about No. 19525" Fiin.
Wine Taster them. And, when next you see it,
No. 17735 should you note an increase in his
4tin. 4in. 54in. éfin. dia, collection well, you may be justified
in thinking ** Homemaker."'

See the range of ‘' Homemaker "
Reproduction Pewter and let envy be
gone ! See also the name '* Home-
maker '’ stamped on every piece.

Wine Taster
No. 17806 3in. dia.

- — Tankard
Ash Tray Ash Tray = Tankard No. 17367
No. 17812 No. 17813 No. 19532 No. 17221 1 pint 5in.
24in.  3iin. dia. 44in. long 2 sizes : | pint, | quart 5%in. high < 3{in. dia. | pint 54in.

" Homemaker " Pewter — fine reproductions of fine old pieces !
Antique or bright finish to choice. State your preference when ordering.

«“ HOMEMAKER”’ - Printed in England
Perpetuates the g!zg of an Ancierﬁ)Craﬁ.

Lomiinki)— sy & > G K,
5 v Sy DRty A N Y




«“HOMEMAKER ”’

LEAFLET HP—PAGE TWO

PEWTER WARE

iality
JPeerage

Y e
r_gJE.'CJ"Jf

Salt Cellar
No. 18416
3in. dia.><2in. high

Bow|
No. 17371
6lin. dia.><2in. high

Quaich
No. 17370
4}in. 4}in. 5}in. 62in. dia.

Tappit Hen
Stirrup Cu e s
No. 19535 No. 17368 8in. high No. 17222
Height 8in. No. 17224 |0in. high 8%in. high 6

Fancy Edg Plate Dish, Oval
No. 17800 No. 17211
7iin. 9in. 103in. 14in.>¢9in. and |8in.> 13Zin.

Inspect the range. Call on your local ** Homemaker ' Distributor.

Tobacco lar
with Humidor
No. 19529 51in. high

Plate

No. 17210 A Plain Edge
No. 17210 B Beaded Edge
8 9 10

12in. dia.

Measures
No. 19539
Noggin

1 Gill
| Pint

T Pint
| Quart

«“ HOMEMAKER ”’
The pre-eminent reminder of happy days.



Marks Found on Reproduction Pewter in 1955

These were found on Pewter then being made in Birmingham by
Pearson Page and Jewsbury - as for example on -




The following letters tell of questions being asked







4o scknovledge and thark you for your le

furtier reference to the rewter %bl
“our marks - Honemaker pewter-Ware.
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