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The first American exhibition devoted to "Kayserzinn'"--the
trademark for art pewter ware manufactured at the turn of the
century by J.P. Kayser Sohn of Krefeld, Germany-—-opens at The
Museum of Modern Art on October 12, 1989. Organized by Cara
MccCarty, associate curator in the Department of Architecture
and Design, the exhibition comprises thirty-five pieces,
including candlesticks, tea sets, and vases, drawn from the
Museum's design holdings and several private collections.

The use of pewter as a material in the applied arts was
revived during the Art Nouveau period when designers throughout
Europe were searching for new forms of expression. In 1894,
Engelbert Kayser, the son of the company's founder, set up in
Cologne the Kayserzinn workshop and hired artists to stimulate
the design of pewter. This exhibition focuses on the
strikingly originél ceries of objects created between 1900 and
1904 primarily by the sculptor Hugo Leven.

Leven excelled in his use of pewter, modelling the clay
from which it was cast into supple and sometimes bizarre forms.
Like other Jugendstil artists, the Kayserzinn designers were
preoccupied with the invention of new shapes. Abandoning

traditional styles to pursue a more sculptural approach, Leven
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2
exploited pewter's unique expressive qualities to create molten
forms with an intense organic vitality. Kayserzinn's abstract
imagery lends it an enduring interest and may be seen as
anticipatory of German Expressionism.

Ms. Mccarty writes, "In [Leven's] emphatically three-
dimensional pieces, sculptural forms replaced applied
decoration, the malleable metal evoking quivering muscles,
perhaps, or creatures from the bottom of the sea....Gothic in
spirit, their novel and fantastic shapes appear to be melting
under their own weight, and provoke a mood of uneasiness in
contrast with the exuberance of French work of this period."

Although these objects appear to be unique, Kayserzinn ware
was produced industrially and distributed through mail-order
catalogues and by such retailers as Liberty of. London. Despite
its relatively short period of existence, the firm was highly
successful, ‘'receiving gold medals at international expositions
in Paris (1900), Turin (1902), and St. Louis (1904).
Kayserzinn's demise shortly before World War I was purportedly
due to the increased cost of tin. Ultimately, however,
wter's popularity had given_way to a preference for glass and

pe

ceramic ware and, in particular, the advent of silver plate.

* * *
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the Department of Public Information, 212/708-9750.
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MUSEUM OF MODERN ART 10/25/89 1
Hermann Fauser German 1874 - 1947.'

Schnapps Cups. (Ligueurbecher) 1900-02
Model #f4442 part of set with #4441

Pewter
Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany
Each h. 2 1/4" x dia. top 1 5/8" x dia. bottom 11/16" (h. 5.7 x. dia. top

4 x dia. bottom 2.6 cm.)

The Museum of Modern Art, New York. Estee and Joseph Lauder Design Fund.
200.87.1-.6 RR{ 0013

Biscuit Jar. (Bisquitdose) 1902-04
Model #27/4504
Pewter
Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.
with 1id h. &4 1/2" x w. 9" x d. 7 1/2" (h. 11.4 xw. 22.8 x-d. 19 cm.)

The Museum of Modern Art, New York. Estee and Joseph Lauder Design Fund.

201.87 a-b
Also know as a Jardinere mit zwei henkeln (Jardinere with two handles).

RR## 0014

Breadbasket. (Brodkorb) 1903
Model #4503

Pewter
h. &4 1/2" x w. 11 3/4" x d. 6 3/4" (h. 11.5 x w.29.8 x d. 17.2 cm.)

Collection of Rudolf Ammann. RR{# 0041
Kayserzinn Workshop German

Tray. (Tablett) 1900-02
Model #4441 part of Liquor-service set with the Schnapps Cups.

Pewter
Mfr.: J. P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.
h. 1" x w. 13 5/8" x d. & 5/8" (h. 2.5 x w. 34.5 xd. 11.5 cm.)

The Museum of Modern Art, New York. Estee and Joseph Lauder Design Fund.
204.87 RR#f 0006 ’

Crumb Pan. (Tafelschippe) 1900-02
Model {4426

- Pewter
Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.
h. 2 3/8" x w. 10 3/4" x d. 9" (h. 6 x w. 27.3 X d. 22.8 cm.)

Collection Rudolf Ammann. RR# 0016
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Candlestick. (Handleuchter) 1900-02
Model #4449
Pewter .
Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.
h. 3 5/8" xw. 5 1/2" xd. &4 1/8" (h. 9.2 x w. léx d. 10.5 cm.)

Collection Ludwig Kuttner and Beatrice Ost.
89.832 RR# 0020

Food Warmer. (Deckel) 1900-02
Model #4432 cover for meat dish (Fleischscussel) #4403,

Pewter
Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.
h. 7 1/2" x w. 17 1/2" x d. 9" (h. 19 x w. 44.5 xd. 22.8 cm.)

Collection Rudolf Ammann. RR#t 0030

Meat Dish. (Fleischscussel) 1900-02

Model #4403 part of set with Cover (Deckel) #4432.

Pewter

Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.

h. 1 1/8" x w. 23 7/8" x d. 11 1/2" (h. 2.8 x w. 60.5 X d. 29.2 cm.)

Collection Rudolf Ammann. RR## 0031

Meat Dish. (Fleischscussel) 1900-02

Model #4440 part of set with Cover (Deckel) {#4462.

Pewter

Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.

h. 1/2" x w. 16" x d. 18 1/2" (h. 1.2 x w. 40.6 xd. 47 cm.)

Collection Sylvia and Charles Venable RR## 0033

Tray. (Tablett) 1900-02
Model #4431
Pewter

Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.
h. 2" xw. 17 1/8" x d. 6 15/16" (h. 5 x w. 43.5 x d. 17.7 cm.)

Collection Rudolf Ammann.
89.735.7 RR{f 0038

Jardiniere. 1902—03
Model #4529
Pewter
Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany. .
h. 8 1/2" x w. 17 1/4"x d. 8 1/4" (h. 21.5 x w. 43.5 z d. 21 cm.)

The Museum of Modern Art, New York. Estee and Joseph Lauder Design Fund.
245.86 RR#f 0005
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Egg Cup. (Eierbecher) 1902-04
Model #4522 part of set with Saltcellar #4522.

Pewter .
Mfr.: J. P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.

h. 3 3/16" x w. 2 5/16" (h. 8.1 x w. 5.8 cm.)

The Museum of Modern Art, New York. Estee and Joseph Lauder Design Fund.
205.87.1 RR{ 0007

Saltcellar. (Salznapf) 1902-04
Model #4522 part of set with Egg Cup {#4522.

Pewter
Mfr.: J. P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.
h. 1" x w. 2 3/4" x d. 1 11/16" (h. 2.5 x w. 2 3/4 x d. 4.3 cm.)

The Museum of Modern Art, New York. Estee and Joseph.Lauder Design Fund.
205.87.2 RR{t 0008

Food Warmer. (Deckel) 1902-04

Model #4523 Cover for a meat dish (Fleischscussel).

Pewter

Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.

h. 7 5/8 x w. 13 5/8" x d. 7 3/8" (h. 19.3 x w. .34.5 x d. 18.8 cm.)

Collection Manfred Ludewig. RR# 0015

Crumb Shovel. (Krumenschaufel) 1902-04

Model #4457 '

Pewter

Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.

h. 1 1/4"x w. 10 1/8" x d. 3 1/4" (h. 3.1 x w. 25.7 x d. 8.2 cm.)

Collection Rudolf Ammann. RR#f 0017

Candelabrum. (Armleuchter) 1902-04

Model #4531

Pewter

Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.

h. 10 1/8" x w. 9 1/4" x d. 5 1/2" (h. 25.7 x w. 23.5 x d. 14 cm.)

Collection Rudolf Ammann. RR{#f 0021

Candelabrum. (Armleuchter) 1902-04

Model #4531

Pewter

Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany. .

h. 10 1/8" x w. 8 3/4" x d. 5 1/2" (h. 25.7 x w. 22.2 x d. 14 cm.)

Collection Ludwig Kuttner and Beatrice Ost.
89.833 RRy## 0022
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Pitcher. (Kanne) 1902-04
Model #4498
Pewter .
Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.
h. 8" xw. 7" xd. 4 1/2" (h. 20.2 x w. 17.8 x d.11.5 cm.)

Collection Rudolf Ammann. RRj# 0025

Tea Glass Holder. (Teeglashalter) 1902-04
Model #4519

Pewter
Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.
h. 3" x d. 4" x w. 2 9/16" (h. 7.7 x d. 10.1 x w.6.5 cm.)

Collection Ludwig Kuttner and Beatrice Ost.
89.836.a-b RRy## 0027 -

Food Warmer. (Deckel) 1902

Model #4462 cover for meat dish (Fleischscussel) #4440.

Pewter

Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.

h. 7" x w. 12 1/8" x d. 6 1/4" (h. 17.8 x w. 30.7x d. 15.9 cm.)

Collection Sylvia and Charles Venable RR# 0032

Liquor Beaker. (Liqueurbecher) 1902
Model #4463 part of set with tray.
Pewter

Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.
h. 3 7/8" x dia. 2" (h. 9.9 x dia. 5.1 cm.)

Collection Rudolf Ammann.
89.735.1-.6 RRj 0037

Meat Dish. (Fleischscussel) 1902-04
Model #4496 part of set with Cover (Deckel) #4523

Pewter
h. 1 1/2" x w. 16" x d. 8 1/2" ( h. & x w. 40.5 xd. 21.5 cm.)

Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.
Collection Manfred Ludewig RR{#f 0042

Lamp Base. 1904-06
Model #4602
Pewter
#fr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.
h. 19 1/2" x dia. 8 3/4" (h.49.5 x dia. 22.2 cm.)

Collection Rudolf Ammann. RR# 0029
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Hugo Leven German 1874 - 1956.

Candlestick. (Tafelleuchter) 1900-02
Model #4427 - '

Pewter
Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.
h. 16 3/8" x dia. 6" (h. 41.6 x dia. 15.3 cm.)

The Museum of Modern Art, New York. Purchase.
490.56.a-b RRyf 0001

Vase. (Vase) 1902
Model #4494
Pewter
Mfr.: J. P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.
h. 7 3/4" x w. 3 1/16" (h. 19.2 x dia. 7.6 cm.)

The Museum of Modern Art, New York. Joseph H. Heil Fund.
327.77 RR4# 0003

Cigarette Holder. (Zigarettenbecher) 1902-04
Model #4535 part of set with Cigar Holder {#4535.
Pewter
Mfr.: J. P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.
h. 5 1/8" x w. 3 7/8" xd. 2 1/8" (h. 13 x w. 9.8x d. 5.4 cm.)

The Museum of Modern Art, New York. Estee and Joseph Lauder Design Fund.
2 SC 87 RR{# 0012

Biscuit Jar. (Bisquitdose) 1902
Model {4472
Pewter .
Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.
h. 7" x d. 6 5/8" x w. & 3/4" (h. 17.8 x d. 16.8 xw. 12 cm.)

Collection Ludwig Kuttner and Beatrice Ost.
89.837.a-b RR{# 0018 '

Mustard Pot. (Sentopfchen) 1902-04

Model #4473

Pewter

Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.

h. 3" x w. 3 3/8" xd. 2 3/4" (h. 7.7 x w. 8.5 xd. 7 cm.)

" Collection Ludwig Kuttner and Beatrice Ost. RR## 0024

Teapot. (Teekanne) 1902-04

Model #4515

Pewter

Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.

h. 5 3/4" x w. 10 1/2" x d. 5 1/4" (h. 14.5 x w. 26.7 x d. 13.2 cm.)

Collection Rudolf Ammann. RR{## 0026
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Bisquit Jar. (Bisquitdose) 1902-04
Model #4505
Pewter .
Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.
h. 6" x w. 5 1/2" x d. & 3/8" (h. 15.3 x w. 14 x d.. 11.1 cm.)

Collection Ludwig Kuttner and Beatrice Ost.
89.834 .a-b RR#t 0028

Coffee Pot. (Kaffekanne) 1902-04
Model #4515 part of set with Sugar Bowl and Creamer.
Pewter
Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.
h. 8 1/2" x w. 9 5/8" x d. 5" (h. 21.5 x w. 24.4 x d. 12.7 cm.)

The Museum of Modern Art, New York. Marshall Cogan Purchase Fund.
457.83.1 RR{f 0034 '

Sugar Bowl. (Zuckerdose) 1902-04
Model #4515 part of set with Coffee Pot and Creamer.

Pewter
Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany. '
h. 4 1/2" x w. 5 1/2" x d. 4 3/4" (h. 11.5 x w. 14 x d. 12.1 cm.)

The Museum of Modern Art, New York. Marshall Cogan Purchase Fund.
457.83.2 RR{ 0035

Creamer. (Sahnegiesser) 1902-04

Model #4515 part of set with Coffee Pot and SugarBowl.

Pewter

Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.

h. 35/8"x w. 6 5/8" xd. 37/16" (h. 9.2 x w. 16.8 x d. 8.8 cm.)

The Museum of Modern Art, New York. Marshall Cogan Purchase Fund.
457.83.3 RRy## 0036

Cigar Holder. ' (Zigarrenbecher) 1902-04
Model #4535 part of set with Cigarette Holder.
Pewter
Mfr.: J.P. Kayser Sohn, Krefeld, Germany.

h. &4 1/2" x dia. 3 1/2" (h. 11.5 x dia. 3 cm.)

Lent by Barr-Gardner Associates, New York. RR# 0039

- Tray. (Tablett) 1902-04
Model #4466 Tray for Coffee Service
Pewter

h. 3 1/8" x w. 21 1/4" x d. 11 1/2" (h. 8 x w. S4x d. 29,2 cm.)

Collection Rudolf Ammann.
89.486 RRyf 0040



KAYSERZINN PEWTER

Through
February 6, 1990

riael 459

Cat. KAYSERZINN PEWTER-
The Museum of Modern Art, New York

12 oktober 1989 - 6 februari 1990

Pewter is not a material usually associated with the twentieth
century, but the efforts to revive its popularity at the turn of the
century produced some of the most unusual forms ever created for it.
Some of the most exceptional but Teast known work was manufactured
under the trademark "Kayserzinn" by the German firm J.P. Kayer Sohn.

The "Kayserzinn" studio employed several designers, but work by the
sculptor Hugo Leven was the most original and stands outside Art
Nouveau’s main Tine of development. Like other German Jugendstil
designers, Leven was preoccupied with the invention of new shapes
rather than with the application of surface decoration typical of Art
Nouveau. His strange and even bizarre shapes may in fact be seen to
anticipate German Expressionism. The exhibition consists of thirty
pieces, including candle holders, teapots, and vases.

Organized by Cara McCarty, Associate Curator, Department of
Architecture and Design. (Philip L. Goodwin Gallery, fourth floor)



