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IWaste wood of ships stacked under onc of the posts of a medicval house at the “Damrak’.
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The upper part of a shoe from the ‘Damrak’.

Red, sparsely-glazed hearth-
cover of circular form (14th
century), found at the Dam-

rak. R
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S-N section through the west waterfront of the ‘Damrak’.

I
truction of the I4th century harbour-buildings on the west water-front of the Damrak.
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Two ornamented scabbards for knives.

vegetation, bones, leather, textiles and metal. Statistics of
thr “one finds of cattle, fish and fowl appear to agree
Wl... written accounts about customs of consumption and
l2sys concerning the slaughtering of domesticated animals
[ mediaeval Amsterdam. At the same time they illustrate
the semi-agricultural character of the late-medieval
town. 18)

Among the finds of leatherwork we may in the first place
mention the many ornamented scabbards for knives and
daggers and the upper of a shoe with fine open-work.
In the Nes was found the waste-deposit of a shoemaker’s
shop. Among the footwear, various types could be distin-
guished, including shoes with different sorts of cut-outs
and bindings, lace boots, half-boots and boots. 19)

Among the metal finds we have a fragment of a pewter
pilgrim’s badge of unknown origin, a small pewter
ornamented chalice, a lead corpus christi, a bronze stylus,
a copper sheepbell, a cast-iron mouth harp and many
iron shears and knives.

The pottery includes hand-made cooking-pots; large jugs
and storage pots, hearthcovers and frying pans of blue-
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grey ware from the first half of the 14th century; red,
sparsely-glazed jugs and tripod-vessels. A special group
from about 1400 is represented by handled bowls with
sharp-angled mouldings with green yellow slipdecoration
under the fine glaze. Their place of manufacture is un-
known, but it has been suggested they might come from
the pottery factory at Utrecht, because of identical finds
at the monastery Mariendael near that town. 29)

Imported wares are, as might be expected, mostly from
the Rhineland. Stonewares with an iron-engobe, gres-
jugs, sometimes copper-and-lead glazed (late 14th cen-
tury) and from ca. 1350 also salt glazed. There are rare
sherds of tin-glazed Spanish lustre-ware, such as those
of a Malaga-jug, stratified in the second half of the 14th
century, the form of which has been reconstructed after
a comparable find from Rungholt off the coast of Schles-
wig, which was submerged in 1362. This find is important
because it attests to early contact with Spain. So far
imported pottery from other centres has not been found,
nor have other types of finds been made illustrating Am-
sterdam’s most important trade-connections, except pos-




Lustre-ware from Malaga, g
found at the ‘Nes’.

sibly the beer-barrels which were used for the construct-
ion of the oldest wells in the town. The monopoly of
beer-import from Hamburg (1323) is regarded as having
been one of the most important sources of the growing
prosperity of the town.

‘e may conclude that the archaeological record of Am-
sterdam’s town-centre thus far has confirmed the results
of critical analysis of historical documents which shows

*that Amsterdam’s rapid urban development in the 15th

century was not prepared earlier than the 14th century.

From the finds, the agricultural character of the town is,
however, most evident. Not even the houses at the harbour
appear to have been warehouses of solid construction,
while one of the houses was probably built in the style of
a farmhouse. Nevertheless, there was sufficient evidence
for shipping, as we have seen from the waste-wood of
ships, windlass-constructions, etc. The brick church of
considerable dimensions, discovered underneath the Oude
Kerk, must have been in the first instance the church of
land-owners who could already afford a bigger monument
than the farmers at, for instance, Ouder-Amstel, thanks
to the surplus of wealth they obtained from shipping. At
that time, living conditions in the environment of Am-
sterdam seem already to have become worse because of
the catastrophic break-through of the Zuiderzee, to judge
by the clay-sedimentation covering the first settlement-

Pilgrim’s badge, found at the ‘Nes’.

traces. In the North, Staveren was also almost destroyed
by this catastrophe. But ca. 1300 the new Zuiderzee
offered a good connection between Y and North Sea and
eventually became a primary factor in the rise of Am-
sterdam as a metropolis.
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