





even gold, but in pewter it is extremely rare. The example we have is a sort of
drum or cylinder, with two identically shaped dished ends for the salt. We still
do not have an explanation for why both ends should be the same. There were
a total of 4 of the dumpy Amsterdam flagons. These were still in use a century
later; they were also found on the Dutch East Indiaman Hollandia sunk in 1743
off the Scilly Isles.

Many spoons were found, the majority with round bowls, from many different
makers. Each man probably brought his own to the table. One whole “Trifid” spoon
and bits of another were found. In 1648 this shape would have been quite modern,
having recently been introduced. One spoon is of silver, very pretty and well wrought,
of the kind known in English as an “Apostle spoon”. The chamber pot, an item
little subject to the whims of fashion, corresponds exactly to many others which
are faithfully depicted in the interiors of that time, and in use for centuries thereafter.

A small sub-group of interesting objects can be presumed to have belonged
to the captain: a brass candlestick, a compass and the ink-stand. The use of open
flame on board was strictly controlled due to the risk of fire and explosion, and
rightly so, considering what befell the UTRECHT. The wreckage produced only
two lighting sources: this candlestick, and an incomplete gimble lamp. The ink-stand
is the oldest piece of this shape known in the world. The shape was. still in use
in the middle of this century until ink was replaced by the ball-point pen.

However, what gives uniqueness to this discovery is the group of objects for
medical use. The clysters, spatula, bed-pan, the salve box and the cupping pot were
easily identifiable, but identification of the set as a whole was due to the priceless
assistance given by Mrs. Odilia van Boetzelaer of the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam.
She was researching equipment used on board East Indies’ Company ships in the
XVIII Century, and sent us a copy of the instructions given to the surgeens of
such ships, dated from 1739 and including a list of the utensils provided for the
surgeon’s use. Although our ship sank 91 years earlier, the list matches, almost

perfectly, the items we have found. :
In addition to the pewter objects reproduced by John Somers, and offered

in the “Surgeon’s Box”, the following items which figure on the list were also found:

1 Mortar (Dutch: Mortier en Stamper); ;

-1 pair-of Scissors (Dutch: Scheerbekken - still under concretion);

1 Funnel (Dutch: Trechter);

2 Pots (In the John Somers Museum we have three copper pots, but we are

not sure whether these are the same as those mentioned in this list);

1 Pair of Scales (Dutch: Schaaltje met gewicht). No weights were found.

1 Whetstone (Dutch: Oly Steen).

What is noticeable is that there is no mention in the list of the more specific
tools of the Surgeon’s trade, such as saws and scalpels etc. These were the surgeon’s
private property, not provided by the Company (yet illogically the sharpening stone
is on the list).

The originals of these items and many other objects off the ship can be found
either in the Naval Museum in Rio de Janeiro or in the John Somers Pewter Museum
in Sdo Jodo del Rey, Minas Gerais.

The surgeon’s implements are being offered in a limited edition of 5,000 copies.
The whole set numbered from 1 to 200 can be purchased in a mahogany box in
17th century style. The items can also be bought individually, and these are numbered
from 201 onwards. The other non-surgical items are available in unlimited quantities.

All objects are stamped with the name of the ship, the date when it sank
and the place, Bahia. In addition, each of the surgeon’s pieces is stamped with

its individual number.
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